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Photos by Rob•n Hoe<ker 

Photojournalist Robin Hoecker takes snapshots of the world to showcase cultural diversity. 

I
t w.h .1 'implc fo~mily trip to vi\11 

rcl.-uivc~ In 1-.uropc that fote\'er .llten•d 

Robin l l~·< !..t>r's perct>ption~ ofthe 

world .1round hN Hoecker. \tA '07. ".15 

s )C~r\ old l\en J~t ~ge s. her cuno,ll) - the 

s..11me cuno~ll~ th.at v.ould k-ad her .111 O\\"f 

1he"orkl '-'JI!ptqued 

'"Ptoplt toldnl) momshev.~"o1~unglk-r 

mc:N\C) on .11 pl.mt tKiie-t for me. (The) "':udjl 

v."'Uidn't rtmt:mbcr .lnythmg. .. Hoe<lier ~)' 

"Hut I did It"'·" lile n:~tiV:ing thcrew•~ .J 

whole other world out there. where nothing 

th;u I knew\\'J~ true ~nymore." 

A' Hoe<kt'r grew up. she ne,·cr l~t the 

ambition toe-.;plon! the world, and no..., 'h~ 

u~s th.u •mb1lion toeducat~ and Induce 

chan~ <~II 0\er the world_ Hoe<ktr. v.,th tht 

h<lp of • fulbnghtll<ginning Prof.s>1on.>l 

Journo~~l•~m \"A.trd." now tn Germ,11n) 

"A'Oikin~ CO"-•Ud her gNI 
In hl~h <ehool. <he took a photog,.phy 

ilppremlce\hlp oand fell Jn love with the cr.lft 

She loved the work so much she plai)Jled 

on majorin:;e inll, but pcoplt' .. who 

I thooght knc""' bttter." such~ 

.ld\1\er'\. coun~lo,....,tea.cherS.t.nd 

htr f.lmd~. old\1\Cd .. g.wtSt 1t So Hordo.tr 

pJ.l}td It U(~ (Of,). \\hiJe 
Hcxd.tr re1uct.~;ncl) s-pent the ne't t"AO 

le"''" in the(" oU~e: o( Enginecnng .n ~nn 

St.nt Uni\Cf'lt) Rut"" hen .!.he lost 01 \'f.'') 
clo'e fm~nd. on I)' one }'Nr her senior, to 

"heart .mJck, the H.1gcdy turned her life 

up,idcdown 
"When I u:.1li1ed I had outh,·ed my 

fnend, I ~loclned ,).!.king m)self some ~nOU'I-
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c~u.:,t •on' lfl died tomonov., could I 'Hl) I 

died hdppy. doing" h<'lt llovcd'"' ll~<kcr 

l"\jll,lm' .. ~itting I here, wnoundcd b) 

cn~1nccnng tt:\tbooh, ~0111~ to ciO'.!o~C.!o 

th.1tl t,o, ·a .. n·tat~ll imert\ted m, I kne" the 

tlocd.cr m.ade-' <Oft'-(IOU~ dec1'10n 

to h\e the bfc 'lohe''"'nttd and to t.llk the 

ch.m<c' her friend "ould no long..-r h.ne 

·\ou nncr lno\\ '' h,u' ~om~ 10 
h.,p~X'n. ~o m.1le the mo .. t out ufbfc while 

you h,\w 11," Hot-cl.:er '\,,~, ~l,tancd t.tkln~ 

num.' ri ... l..; I \\ ant to ll'•'rn and '4:\' .md 

t\Jlt"lll'll<"l' "'much .:t\ I on· 

\ht beg.m t,J~ling cour.c' th.u inter~!.ted 

her .. nd fonnulated her O\\n dt.~u.-e m mter· 

n.ltlflno~l dt\tlopm..-nt \ht tt.l\tll"d o1bro.ld 

,,, t r.ln<c. .and limeg.1l Sht' .. l'\.0 •cut through 

.1lcM o( rtd '-'J)e'" to gd her~lf mto .a photo­

l• .. urno~ll'm cour>t \\her..- "ihe could further 

lnn:'tlgJte her low of phot~r,.ph)· 1 he 

cour't.' prondl"Cl her" l'h the confhltnCl' to 

mo,·e fol'\,.ard w1th her work 

rn 2000, 01t the If me ofl loe<ker's 
photojournalism ciJ~~. J)t'lln State wa~ 

experiencing ~,·ere roacial ten~lo1t. for .1 

d.u.!. project , lloc<l~r d001mcnted student 

demonstr.ltioM ,.g,.1n't r•chm. As-the 

unr~t gtc"A . ..od1d h..-r prQJK1 Wh.tt st.1ned 

,.s "'" ,.ssignmtnt C'\Oh\.-d into her fin,)) 

project. an mdtptndtnt \IUd)' .. nd firuUy 

the- subject or her honor\ thC\IS M.tnyof 
her phot~r.1ph' ouc .. uu on dasplay ,J~t Penn 

State. and her thl'\l~ w,1., gi\'Cn to the deans 

of variouc; cQIIc~e' within thl' university. For 

the first time. Ho.e-d:et 1~.1mcd th,u photos 

could m.)kt ~ d1ffcrence 
Ahl'l her Penn St.uc ptOjt.-c:t. through 

.m internship "'nh tht' "'"'hlngton. D.C .• 

Umta.nan Unn~r-.....h't A''CKI.ataon. <ihegot 

the dunce to u"'tl to ltolCJ Ho~d..er had 

been workmg for wme t1mc to get ptOple to 

understand the hunl.anlt.ui.an cons.cquentcs 

O( the pC!lding W.U in lr,a(l, but it W,lsn't 

until.,hc h.td f)hQto' of Iraqi mothers, 

<hildren .md h.'.lChN~ thou people 

Robtn Hoeder't tr ~vt:lJ h.avt: uhn her 

~oss. t"-tlobc toG.ttmany. fraq. 

Scnet.al. butl, '*-'bnt. Tur\ey, 
Italy, Grttct, Q~. Atscnt•na, 
Urutuar. PtfUIINI Ch•na 

HotCittf'S love fOf t r.avel t>ts.an 
o n f1mlly trips, su ch aJ t his stop in 

Austria In 1916 
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Children look out a window at a 8:~~gfld;'ld elementary school in lr;1q in De«mber 2002, just month.s 
bclfore the United States invaded t.he city. 

A nurse:.1.t a 8a.ghdad hospital use.s natu~llight as she tends to an infant. Power out•gecs Me common 
In the <ity b«ause of tontinued dam;~ge to its electric•l infrastructure. 

started to p;l>' ;mention. The exJM!ricnce fur· 

thcr cemented her notion th.lt picture~ C.)n 

ch,Hlge the world , ;~nd .1ftcr she got paid for 

several of her published photos. she learned 

that she could <.lctuJIIy make money '''lth 
photogr.lphy. Her new goal w,u to INm JS 

much about photogr.1phy ;to; she could and 

to become,, ~ttcr photogr.-.phN. ThJt led 
her to Mb:zou. 

" I knew I would rc~rct it for the rel'ot of 

my life if I didn't gi,·c photojourn.1lhm ;\ 

try,M Hoecker s..1ys. *I ,1m -.till not -.urc if I 
Wi'lnl to be a pure photogr.tphcr, hut I know 
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thou 1\0 matter what I do, photogr.'lphy 

will bt Jn import.mt p.ut of my life. both 
personally and professionally ... 

Hoecker's ambition and dedication left 

quite .'ln imprc~sion on those who worked 

with her during her time <'It ~hnou, .1nd 
it al~o g.unett'd her .1 rulbri~hl Award 

to Genn;.ny from the u_s. Dtp.utmcnt 

of Stale and the J, William rulbright 

l'ortign SdlOIJrship Boord. 1'hc l'ulbri~ht 

l'rogr<.lm '\tJncrl in t~).l6 \IS 3 wJ.y to 

promote 1ntcrn.t110nal und<'r"t.lnding 

and \·-ducat ion h h.1s funded mOt\' than 
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179,000 p.arliclp..Jnb, .aU chosen for .1c.ad~nu..: 

merit ,lnd h:,tdero.hip potenti.ll. H~cl.er\ 

IQ·nlOilth (>rQ&folnl (tOOl September 1007 to 

July 1008 allow~ her the opportunity to work 
01nd 'tudy .1broad In Gtnnany. few pro(es· 

sors were surpri'ed when she w,t-. -.elected 

·Robm h .tJ~ the 1nost at'atl\~. 

cour~\ .and ini"IO\·.tti\'t stUdents 1\'t been 

Pfi'ikged to mftt.· Y)~ MKb.ael Grinftld. 

.moa.tle prolo50< ol m.>g..m. joufNh<m 

Hoecker work..."CC \\<1th Gnnfekl.t:s .-. n..ose.an:h 

olS.'II'It.lnt '"She·) J skilled photographer .tnd 
writerwith.tt>ench.mt fOfgCtting thi1tg!'tdon~ .. 

Zoe Smlth,photojourn;~lism profeo;.,or 

who w.t~ the ch.tir for Hocckcr"s m<l:!tter\ 

proj4."(t, .tgr\~~ "'She's unique becau<;.c 'hL· 

does bc)lh wl'itmg and photogra.phy well 

Smith'")., .. ,ot m.tn) people do 

HOC!<kt-r .lm\ eel m Ctt:rm.m_y in 

c;eptembtr J.001.tnd mtthodi<ally ~pht 

her um~ anto thrft phases: le.:arrung. 

phot~r.lphy/muhimedl.t Jnd \'r"Titin~ She 

spent her fir)t three month~ in Osn.1brucck 

in north.,..·t~tern Germ.-ny. where $-he took 

cl.usc~ ""d lc.uncd .1bout Germ.1n medi.l 

Ncxt, lloc.·d.cr moved to Franlrurt 

.lnd \\Orked ,)~ .1n intC'm for the frcmlfurr 

Rundsc.hou new.,p.~pt-r . Uerwork includ,.·d 
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( ft.',lting a multimedia prc'icnt.ttlon f6r the 

p.~pcr thc1t C6mbinc.-d mtcr.h.ll\c ~r·'llhl,.,. 

'ound. photos Jnd video r"'oh•ln~ .uourHI 
mu,lcl:an~ in fr.l a\kfurt. She .. tum·c,,.,\'d 

,1bout 10 musiciJns in variou' ~tmc,, wch 

.h jau. opcr.l.tnd hip-hop 

The proj«t fell pcrfe<tl) rnto llo«ker'!!­

~CNI o( pron..o11ng: croh-cultur-11 dr.1l~ue 

~ .. hol\ca;~ingcuhuro~l di\«:r..U~ \ht' 

hk(!!- combi.nmg music .)nd phi.ltc~r.lph' 

b\-c.au'e they have- a. \\.l) of 0\('r(omlng 

1.-n~uJg~ b.lrriers 
She i' currently frl.'t:'lancin~ ;tftlclc!!- ,md 

ph01ogr.1phs for Englic:h·IJil${UJ~~ nwch.l 

1 hi' work .1llows her to tra\'el throuj.thO\Jl 

(iermJO)' .tnd its neighboring counlnl'' 

I ur HoccM:-r, the po!itrca.l i' r-:r,ono~l ~he 

¥.,lnh to promote mutu.ll undl'NolnchnR 

bel¥. ccn cuhwo. 
'"I ~e~s I'm kind of .a minl-cl1pJom.u. 

U)lllg to get people mother cuuntrlt:' lo 

better understand the United \,t,ne,, .and for 

the p.!Ople of the U.S 10 lc.un more .:ahout 
the rc.,l of I he world,'" ~he '")''i 

I hro\aghout her tt.l\'el-.ln lurOilC, 

S...•rH.·~ai,Jraq and C.em1any. Hoc."(kcr h,,, 

d~' doped ;m .lpprt<iouion o( \ .lnou' 

cuhurc' She *'drawn lo p1.1Ct' th.11 olte out 

F:~~ctns .,.,. top 

ofh~r comfon /OOl' .1nd 'ht.• enJOY' learnmg 

.-.bout the idio .. ynu • .-.1~' of 01her cultures 

After tt<\vellal~ .lhrt~ld, Hoecker return~ 

with .1 bcttt>r .lpprt:cl.ltlon of home. ror Jll 

oflhe good Jald bi\d n( Amcric.1, 'he knows 

thi~ country offer.. thl.' 01blluy to le.1rn oa.nd 

lf..l\el. to educ~ue ..1nd d"'"" 

·1 am a po'ter chtld for the d.rfftrent 

st~ of cultur.d ,)(JJU'tment Hcxd.er 

y,yo;.. '""At fir .. t. 110\ee\ef')lhln~. tlw:n lgtt 

.tnno~ed b) sm.lll dtff,•rence,.thcn I get 

rc.tlty homc..rck rvcntuJII).IhO\IS,h.l come 
to terms'' ith \\ hNe I.Hn .lncl.,pprcci.lte 

thc~ood .1nd the b.uJ No country is pcrfe<t. 

roach one h;" it<. I"Mhlthe., Jncl nc~ati\'e~." 

Hoc-ckcr\ m.uu1lty .lnd cdUC'oltion ha"e 

gotten her throu~h m.tn~ d,(ficuh tnp-., but 

lt l\the -..am~ f-.~hn!o{ .. h~ hold ,).10.,) s·)e.U-old 

th.Jt \.«p<;. h..-r ~"'"!!! b.lc-k for more 

""l.,hll h.l\c .J ft.~hn~ of ¥.onder"' hen 

I tra\·d hc'}thin~ 1' fk•\\ e\Cr)thmg 

h exciting, .lnd ~opk do ftmn> thing~ 

fig;urin~ out the new culture _.,ld la1lguage 

become~ .1 puttle •h.lt I ,.,.,mt to <tolve.H 
In h~rworkwith the I ulbrlght !!-Cholar· 

!!-h1p in Ge-rm.tny, ffot"Ckt.•r continue~ 10 

a .. ..cmblc the pu1tle uf cuhur.1l din:rs11y, 

one photo.lndon-.· JUOJ'-'Ct .at a time. 1'1 

An lsuet• 50tdttr wo~tthts over the return of )twtth Stttlers to their outpost in 

the city of Htbfaft. 

Facing p.Agt and this page, from left: 
Tavinho Tavares • .a J u•tar player. is one of the 20 musldans fu tured In Hoecker's 

multim~~~ proje<l about musk and c.uhuro~ l dlvers•t)'. 

On opt:ftlnj' day of deer susan,,. Columbia'" 2006, a father CottJfoltubtes h-s 

SQft on his \ 1U .u a Ius Pro Shops staff membe-r tlllllfl tht antler KOfe. 

MU crew Co.a.c:h j.T. Quin wm.s fOf his rOWfls dunns a tO\Io •nt' pt .acbu .n 2005-

wo•c See .1nd tt.ld mote .lbout 
Rob.n's tt.lvtls 
miz zou mag. m iss ou ri. ed u 
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