Not a Typical Awardee

Biochemistry's Mawhinney receives Medicine's Teaching Award
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Tom Mawhinney, Professor of Biochemistry, State Chemist of Missouri and Director of Agricultural Experiment Station
Chemical Laboratories.

Professor of Biochemistry Tom Mawhinney received the 2014 Jane Hickman Teaching Award from the MU
School of Medicine. This is the first time in the 24 years of the Hickman Award that it has been given to a
faculty member with a primary appointment outside of the School of Medicine.

“Over many years, Mawhinney has made major contributions to essentially every aspect of the pre-clinical
education of MU medical students,” said Gerald L. Hazelbauer, Curators’ Professor and Chair, Department
of Biochemistry. “The amount of time and energy he has devoted to medical education is staggering. As a



Patient-Base Learning facilitator for the first and second year medical students he generates amazingly
positive and appreciative comments from medical students. In addition, he is involved in multiple aspects
of medical student examinations and in almost a countless number of important committees related to
medical education.”

Mawhinney grew up in Astoria, Queens, N.Y. In 1970, he was drafted to the U.S. Marine Corps. When he
was discharged in 1972, he attended Albany Medical College. There, he developed a strong interest in
learning more about lungs, specifically focusing on patients with cystic fibrosis. After graduating, he came
to MU. He lives in Columbia with his wife. They have two sons who also live in Columbia.

“My favorite part of teaching is the constant learning and sharing,” Mawhinney said. “| have a strong inter-
est in my students, and | know that when they graduate, they are the best they can be.”

Mawhinney presents human and bacterial molecular genetics, biology and human respiratory lectures
within the MU School of Medicine.

Biochemistry at MU is noted for research and effective instruction. The two are interwoven to provide ex-
cellence in both. Biochemistry is part of both the School of Medicine (http://som.missouri.edu/) and the
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (http://cafnr.missouri.edu/), and the facility is shared
with more than five other departments as well as with an interdisciplinary Life Sciences Center
(http://bondlsc.missouri.edu).

Mawhinney’s current projects include host glycoprotein alterations and host-pathogen interactions in
chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases; co-colonization effects on microorganisms in cystic fibrosis air-
way infection; nutraceuticals; inhibitory effects of Amadori compounds and food products in prostate can-
cer; x-ray crystal structural characterization of synthesized Amadori compounds; and food, feed and bio-
logical materials analytical methods development.

The Jane Hickman Teaching Award is historically the highest recognition of excellence in medical student
teaching at the University of Missouri School of Medicine. Mawhinney was honored on Education Day,
April 10. The goal of this award is to reward faculty members who have made sustained, outstanding con-
tributions to medical student education at MU over a period of three or more years.



Mawhinney in his lab.

Give to CAFNR (https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1002/giving/index.aspx?
sid=1002&gid=165&pgid=5006&cid=9137&dids=229.230.231.232.233.234.235.236.237.238.239.503.504)

© 2023 — Curators of the University of Missouri (https://www.umsystem.edu/). All rights reserved. DMCA (http://missouri.edu/dmca/) and other
copyright information (http://missouri.edu/copyright/). An equal opportunity/access/affirmative action/pro-disabled and veteran employer
(http://missouri.edu/eeo-aa/). Disability & Accessibility information (http://ada.missouri.edu/).

Published by CAFNR Marketing and Communications (https://cafnr.missouri.edu/about/cafnr-marketing-and-communications/). Administrative login
(https://cafnr.missouri.edu/wp-admin/).



