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PREFACE

Thirty years ago a miniature "world war"--
The Boxer Rebellion--ended in China, It was not
China's war, in fact, but a war between the Manchu
Court against the eleven Powers of the world. The
leading journals in Europe end America displayed re-
ports of this international struggle with prominence)
and 1t was the talk of the civilized world for nesarly
four months. In this particular period the Siege of
Peking took place; the ancient Chinese capital was
isolated and communications of all kinds were suspended
for weeks., What was thought %o have haopened in
Peking, and which in most eases never happened, con-
tinued to be the salient news of the day and gripped
the world in a state of horror for many days, Vhat
effects on the minds of the readers’ and the influence
it produced in the leaders of forelgn countries,
cannot be estimated.

This thesis is a comparative study of the
news renorts regarding the Siege of Peking during
the Boxer Rebellion of 1900, as published in the
"London Times", and the alleged facts as recorded by
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the historian and official renorts.

The purpose of this research 18 to show:
Pirst, that the Boxer Rebellion was not a national
war waged by China as a whole, neither was it merely
an anti-foreign and anti-.Christian movement, but that
it was a oonflict with many difficult and underlying
problemag second, to prove by historieal snd official
data that many of the alarming reports as recorded
in "The London Times" were erroneous; third, to show
how dirfficult it was to obtain news, to get 1t eon-
firmed and to have it accepted as authentici finally,
to show how generally such unfounded reports are be=
lieved in Europe and America.

No attempt has been made to give a descrio-
tion or explanation of the Boxers snd their orgeni-
gation. They are called by various writers the “assoct
ation for Justice and Hermony® or the "PFist of
Patriotic Union", or other names. To the Chinese
they are generally known as the "I-ho-chuan®, or
"Puan-fel", the latter name meaning "fist-bandits".
The present study does not permit a study of the
Boxers'! customs and practises, but suffice it to say

here that their aims were patriotic. Their one bellef
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was to purge the country of all foreigners and their
Institutions--especially the Christian Church. The
Boxer movement was never well organigzed, eguipped,

or diseiplined. However, the number of Boxers in-
ereased during the famine when thousands of discontented
farmers and restless peasants and brigands joined

their forces. A8 early as 1899 the Boxers were already
active in North China and assumed an lmportant part
just before the siege of the Peking legations, After
the Taku forts were taken by the foreign gunboats

and the foreign legations were isolated from the out-
side world, the Boxers gradually faded away in the
background while the Imperial troops eame to play the
leading role.

This work does not attempt to ecover the
whole Boxer Rebellion pericd, but only the Slege of
Peking, beginning from the reports of the international
action to the day that the legations were relieved.
Efforts have been made to go into later issues of
"The London Times", inecluding the whole of August
and some days of Sentember to elear up certain polnts
of the conflicting reports as they appeared in pre-
vious issues,

In Chapter I a brief outline of the
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historicnl background of the early eontacts hetveen
maropeans and China has been given ehilefly heosuse

this whole e~ isode was a problem directly or indireetly
leading u» to tha trouble.

In the second chaptar, on the cause of the
rebellion, the study ande~vored tc point out some of
the salient factors, gonerally recognized todny, vhich
wore resHonsible for the rebellion. Such ressons rere
not presented in the press but only ereated in the
minds of the ensual readers tha idea that this wes o
movement against foraigners and wostern ecivilimation,
This chapter is also ineluded to give those whe are
interested in the subject some light on the problem
a3 they read through the resorts thsat are quoted.

Chanter III1 deals with the news servioe,
nevs sourees and methods of tranamission. This in-
cludes the neriod hefore the Slege of Paking and
after the oity was isclated. This materisl has been
taken from the ocontents of the London 'Times” to-
gother with the material in the "United States Foreign
Relations 3eries", 1900, Saeveral pages have boen
devoted esnecielly to Congerts message vhich sttracted
world-wide attention, to show hor difficult, even

for offiocial renorts, it was to get news ocut of
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Peking during the 1solation period, to have it econ-
firmed and to have it generally accepted as authentic,

The fourth chapter, which comprises the
main body of the research, 1s an analysis of the
various reports, regarding the Slege of Peking, of
the "London Times™, It begins with the May 22 issue,
when international action was first published. The
work was intended to cover the reports of the siege,
but this preliminary period has been included to give
a better understanding of the background. The last
issue of the "Times" examined was dated September 14,
which brings to light the problems of the Raron von
Ketteler murder,

It must be emphasized that thls chapter
does not follow the siege in a chronological order,
but has taken the outstanding news reports during
this time and followed thelr individual developments,
Ro attempt has been made to include the erroneous
reports of the Tientsin Massaere which occured during
this period. The work is confined to the news directly
affilianted with Peking, the forelgn ministers and
the relief expediticn.

In pointing out the errors of the reports

as published in the "Times"™ regarding the conditicns
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in Peking during the siege, the "United States
Foreign Relations Series™, 1800, Morse's "International
Relations of the Chinese Empire"”, three volumes, and
the Ching Shan Diary have been taken to support the
alleged facts, The Ching Shan Diary 1s accepted by
leading authorities and 1s regarded as authentie.

Each part in Chapter IV is prefaced with
a brief statement of the facts as recorded in these
references and 1s followed with exceppts of the
telegrams and dfspatches as published in the "London

Times".



THE SIEGE OF PEKING AS RECORDED IN
THE LONDON TIMES

CHAPTER I
AISTORY OF CHINA'S FOREIGN RELATIONS

PART I
FARLY RELATIONS WITH THE WEST

The history of Chinats foreign
relations, from the very beginning to the present
day, has deen a sequence of unhappy events,

China had not always been isolated from the West
but had admitted Ruropeans, acoording to Chinese
records, intoc the empire as far back as the

reign of Hwangti (2697 B. C. ).l and through-
out the ancient and middle ages, there was a

l. Koo, Status of Aliens in China, p.l3.
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continuous flow inward and outward of foreign explorers
and traders seross the sea and overlend, ¥Vissionaries
from ITndia and Furope visited the Chinese cavpital
and came into contact with the officials in the
provinces, while the Hebrews established a colony in
Faifungfu, Honen Province, The first Chinese embassy
was sent tc Parthia in 120 A.D. and the Chinese court
recelved a tridbute-beasring mission from the King of
Shan, a country southwest of China, which is now known
to have been the Roman Orient,”

Turing the medieval period travelers to the
Chinese Fmpire included Wareo Polo in 1274, Yohn de
Corvino in 1288, Ibn Batuta, the Moor, in 1342,
Following after these came Greeks, Persians, Nestorian
snd Buddhist pilgrima.3

In this early period the Chinese government
had no pollicy of seclusion and confinement in China.
In faet, Europeans entered the empire over land

frontiers and sea ports, and moved freely within the

2, Ibid,
3. Ibid, p.15-17.
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territory without discrimination or restrictions.
These travelers and traders were given various privi-
leges and »rotection by the emperor, who treated them
on an equal footing with his own subjeets.4

Nor were these early visitors merely passing
through the country. The Chinese authorities gave
them official positions and perpitted them to reside
in the country. Marco Polo, a Venetian, was avpointed
to the office of Prefect of Yangchow while John de
Corvino, a Romish missionary, was given the right to
build ~» Catholic church and nreach the gospel,

The beginning of the sixteenth century
witnessed a marked change in the attitude of the
Thinese government towsrd aliens within 1ts territory.
Tt was from this time that China begsn a »oliey of
seclusion, which lasted for some 250 yenrs, Measures
were passed to prohibit foreigners from entering the
country, vhile others were kent under surveillance,

their nrivileges becoming more restricted. By

4. Tbid, 0e18-19
Be Ihid' ‘,_D.lg.



Opium Var of 1842, one can understand the reasons
for this abrupt change of attitude on the part of
the Chinese governmentus

In 1517, Fernao Perez de Andrade, a
Portuguese subject, was one of the first foreigners
of a western maritime nower to attempt to open direct
commercial relations with the Chinese court., He
conducted himself in a conciliatory manner and conse-
quently was well received by the Chinese authorities
at Canton, where he cast anchors A year later China
became known to the Portuguese traders as a land of
fortune and a movement was started tow rd the Criental
port. But these ndventurers were greedy, getting all
they could from the natives without due return; they
were haughty, and despotic, insolent and licentious,
which led the loeal officials to oppose them, From
1545 to 1549 the natives attacked them and conseuently
the Peking court limited these foreign traders to
Macaos where all European trade with China in the

South was transaetod.7

6. Ibid’ Nelle
7« ¥orse, Int, Rel. of the Chi. Emp., Vol.I, p.4l.
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The Spanish were the next to come into esontact
with the Chinese, In 1575, two priests acting as envoys
from the Philipnine Islands came to Canton and were
recelved with courtesy. The Spanish in trying to
stimulate trade with the Chinese found themselves out-
witted, Instead of the influx of Spaniards into
Chinese territory, thousands of Chinese landed 4in
Manila, By 1603 there were 20,000 settlers on the
1slands, The Spanish officiaels there became alarmed
and took measures to restrict their coming.,

The Dutch followed in the footsteps of the
Spaniards, The first attempt to establish trade re-
lations was made in 1604, but it met with no sueecess,
The Dutch tried to use foree in gaining a foothold on
Macao but were defested by the Portuguese who were
jeslous of the newcomers, The Dutch had to content
themselves by withdrawing to Porrosa, In 1655 a
Duteh embassy was sent to Peking but only obtained the
right to "send an embassy once in eight years and that
four ships might accompany each sueh embassy",

Other missions were sent in 1664 and 1795, but met
with the same results,

8. Ibid, see Chap.IIX.



The first attempts to establish trade
relations by the English were made under Captain
John Weddell, who arrived in Canton. in 1637. Other
British vessels followed in later years and by 1689
the Tast India Company, & British organization, dis-
oatched her first ship to China and established a8
factory in Canton.9

In 1792 the first British mission, under
Lord Maecartney, went to Peking to negotiate a treaty
with the Peking eourt, ¥o settlement was resached on
either diplomatic or commercial relations, The
second British embassy, that of Lord Amherst, was
dispatched in 1816 with the obj}eet of establishing
for the Bast Indla Company trade unon an equal footing
free from local hindrances, and to demand reform in
the habitual procedure of the Canton authorities.
Again the British mission met with no successe

The French had dispatched ships to Canton
in 1660. In 1728 they had established a factory at
Canton, but their trade through the eighteenth
century was meager,

The American traders first entered China

in 1784, oOther American vessels followed and came

9. Tbid, v.51.
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to the port of Canton« PFor more than fifty years
Americen trade in Chins inoreased and came second
in importance to that of Great Britain,l®

Russia, beoause of her territorial continuity
with China, e¢ame into contaet with the Peking eourt
both politically and cormercially, The first three
embassies despatched by the Czar in 1567, 1619, and
1653 were not successful because they falled to kowtow
as reauired by the emperor whenever he gave an
audience. Russian enravans followed in 1658, 1672
and 1677. Because of frontier boundary problems the
Chinese came into conflict with the Russians. On
August 27, 1689, “the first treaty in which the
Chinese had ever been concerned since the foundation
of the empire® was concluded with Russia at Werchinsk.
This treaty defined the boundariles between the two
empires, arranged for transfrontier trads, and intro-
duced the first system of extraterritoriality, whieh
provided "if any of either nationality committed acts
of violence on the foreign side of the frontier, they

lo. Ibid' 10.58-59.



8

were to be sent to their own side of the frontier
and delivered to the officers of their own nations,
who will infliet on them the death penalty as punish-
ment for thelr crimes,

The first Russian ambassador, after the
treaty of Nerchinsk, was sent to Peking in 1693,
Other Russlan ambassadors reached Peking in 1727,

The first Chlnese envoy was sent from Peking to St,
Petershurg. By the Treaty of the Prontlier, signed at
Kiaskhta in 1727, a Russian mart was established there
and provisions also were made for the procedure of
extradition and punishment of criminals, In 1806 two
Russian ships entered the harbor at Canton to trade.
But the Peking court ruled that the treaty with
Russia only provided for frontler trade and was not
permission to trade at Canton,

Other maritime powers having trade contacts
with China during this time included Sweden, Denmark,
Prussias, Austria, Itely, Peru, Mexico, Chile and
Germany but their trade relations were only on a

small scale and never gained great 1mportanceull

11. Ibid' pqv59‘62.



Foreign tr:de eontinued in the South but
was restrieted to the port of Cantcn and subjeected
to the regulations and customs of the local officials,
"hile Rurojean traders were endeavoring to push their
trade further, the Chinese officials gradually
tightened thelr restrictions on them. There was in
the beginning no objection to the merchandise these
aliens brought to China or the products they took
with them back to their home countries, But when
the East India Company began to expand on the oplum
trade introduced by some early foreign traders, it
brought into existence many minor conflicts and
planted the evil which led to the Opilum ¥ar between
China and England in 1840-42, BRoyeotts on British
trade preceded the war, British-owned opium was
confiscated, British ships ordered out of Canton,
and finslly open hostilities broke out on November
3, 1839. It was a conflict between the Cantonese
and England, for the Peking government could not
lend any material assistance. The Cantonese lost one
"battle" after another and the dispute was settled

in the Treaty of Nanking, august 29, 1842,

12. Tbid, 0.206-297.
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PART I
FOREIGR RELATIONS FROM THE OPIUM WAR, 1842,
TO THE BOXFR REBFLLION, 1900,

The Treaty of Nanking, signed in 1842 by
Chins under threat of assault on the c¢ity of Nanking
by the British, was the entrance of China into world
nolities, PEy this agreement, in addition to $£21,000-
000 indemmity whiech China had to nay Bngland, the
island of Hongkong was eeded, and five norts, inelud-
ing Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningvo and Shsnghal, were
opened for Brltish residence and trade., The follow-
ing year another treaty was signed at the Bogue
between Great Britain and China, This treaty
provided for trade and general regulations.15

The United States immediately followed
Fngland to establish diplomatic and commercial
relations, The American commissioner, Caleb Cushing,
wa3s given these instructions: %Our minister is
authorized to make a treaty to regulate trades Let
it be jJust. Let there be no unfair sdvantage on

either side."l4 This treaty, known as the Treaty of

13. Ibid, Chen., XI
l4.Letter Pres.Tyler to BEmn, China, July 12, 1843,
From William, Middle Kingdom, p.565, cited in Morse

Int. Rel of the Qninese Emp., Vol.I, 0n.322.
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Wanghal, was signed on Yuly 3, 1844, and marks the
first officlal relastions between China and the
United States.l®
The Prench government, eager to establish
trade rel~tions with Chins, sent Monsieur Theodose
¥, M. Y. de Lagrene to see the offlicials at Peking,
Subsequently the Tre~ty of "hamnao was signed on
Octbher 24, 1844, Tn 2d4d4ition to commercial privilegec)
the French government obtained the right to establish
Roman Catholic missions.16
Belgium, Sweden and Norway, followed one
after the other to try their fortunes in the Chinese
emnire, They erch succeeded In gething treaties more
or less on the same conditions of the “mericson
agreement.17
The Portugnese, who were among the earliest
traders, did not et the other powers leave them
behind., On August 22, 1849, the Macamo governor, M.

Amaral, wns murdered by Chinese. The Portuguese,

15, Yorse, IEE:Re{_of_phe_g Vol.T, P«329-330,
16, Ibid, D.331l.
1‘7‘ Ibid, Chap.XII.



imedintely, began to drive cut the Chinsse officials,
then residing on the 1lsland regulating the trade, back
to the mainland. The Portuguese sasuned sovereignty
over ¥acac in 1850 but this was not recognized by
Ohine until 12087,

Shanghal was opened tu foreign trade late
in 1343 under the Irenty of Wankinge lForeign consuls
were first stationed thore, and the practise of
establishing "forelgn settlements' was inaugurated,
in 1845 the Eritish drew a boundary line where Rritish
subjects wvere tu reaids, and sttfirst paid an annual
rent to the local Chinese authorities. Irance
followed ingland'!s example, and in 1349 established
a restricted aresa for Irench residents., The American
consul in 1848 attempted to eatablish hils offlcial
residence within the Pritish settlement, but was met
with prowpt oppesition from the British authorlitiecss
to find a place for Americans Lo reslde another
settlement was established, ‘his Ame.lcan settlement
was later amelgamated wlth the Eritish settlement,

All these settlements grew rapidly and the fcreign
authorities stopped paying their annual rent and
introduced a system of gelf-government, free from

the jurisdietion of the local Chinese authorities.l®
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Friction between Chinese and British
subjects in Canton, where the neople were still
hostile toward foreigners after the Opium Var,
continued and resulted in minor conflicts. The out-
rage on the British lorcha "Arrow" oceccurred in
18564 Other minor incidents added fuel to the fire
and the two nations again drifted into a critiecal
situation. Meanwhile a French missionary was murdered
in the South. The French officials, put the
resoponsibility on the Chinese officials, In London,
Pritish cfficials counferred with the French
ambassador, and a line of sction in concert was
agreed upone At the same time, the United States
and Russia had difficulties with China regarding
their subjects and commercial regulations, These four
powers sent an expedition to the North with the
object of compelling the Imperial court to yleld te
their demands, This so-called Second China ¥ar
was concluded at Tientsin, where China signed

several additional agreements with
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Britain, France, America and Russia in 1858.

The following year, when the British and
French envoys came to exchange ratifications of the
Tientsin Treaty, the Chinese authorities refused
them entrance into Pelting, Hostilities broke out
again and the joint expedition of France and Britain
marched on to Peking. Before entering the capital
the Rritish and French troons looted and burned the
beautiful swrmeor palsce five miles west of the eity.

The Peking Convention of 1860 was signed
and the Tientsin Treaty of 1858 ratified. China
agreed to permit foreign envoys to reside nermanently
in Peking. Foreigners were given the right to travel
in the interior and were subject to the jurisdietion
of their netional authorities only, Christianity
was brought under treaty nrotection and missionaries
were nermitted the right to hold property in the
interior, a right that was not given to other classes
of foreigners, TRach treaty included the most-favored

nation elause, In sddition to the heavy indemmity

19, Campbell, China, n.l2,
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which Chins had to pay England and France, eleven
new ports were opened,

In the meantime the Taiping Rebellion was
breeding in the South, which spread rapidly for the
next five years, The movement led by Hung Hsiu Chuan
professed to be a juasi-religlious crusade against
"the wicked Tartar rulers", It moved steadily north-
ward and in 1852 Hung's followers captured the Wuhan
distriet, and in 1853 Nanking. The crusaders
continued to move neorthward, apparently with the objeect
of taking the caplital. They were met at the southern
part of Chihlil “rovince, and {rom then the tide began
to turne The troops of the Imperial government pushed
them back towards Nanking snd in 1858 the rebellion
collapsed.21

Denmerk and the Netherlands, from which
early traders had come to the Chinese empire,
approached the Chinese suthorities for commercial
agreements and in 1863 signed separate treaties, These

two treaties provided for them the privileges as

204 liorse, Int.liele of the Chi.Empe., Vola.I, ChapXXVI
21, ¥acNair, Kcdern Chinese History, Chap.IX, The

Taiping Hebellion,
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embodied in the treaties contiracted between England,
America, France, and Russia, and included the' moste
favored-nation" clause.”

The successive troubles between the Chinese
and missionaries in 1843, in 1847, in 1851 and in
1857 and in the 1870 Tientsin massacre, vhen a
Catholie church was destroyed, gave France the desired
opportunity to extract further privileges snd
concessions in the Middle Kingdom. After three
years of fighting China was again forced, at the
mouth of the gun, to sign a treaty, this time at
Saigon, June 5, 1862, France was given Saigon and
obtained the "full and entire sovereignty' over
Cochinchina, and established a protectorate over Cam-
bodiae In 1874 the Aing of Annam entered a treaty
with Frence in which he transferred his sllegiance
from China to Francee. Furthermore, France came to
control the relations of sll forelgn powers, including
China, with the Annasmese government, Tongking was

nlaced under French administration.

22, Morse, Int.Rel, of the Chi.,FEmp., V0ol.II,p.l1l17.
23+ Ibid, Chap.XVII.
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The Chefoo Convention of 1876 growing out
of the confliects with British subjects settled the
Burma-.Yunnan frontier trade regulstions between China
and England, Further rights were given British subjects
while Ichang, Wuhu, ™uchow, and Pakhoi were opened as
treaty ports and six other ports on the Yangtgze River
onened as “ports of eall" for steamers. In 1890 and
1895 other conventions were signed betveen China and
Fngland whieh opened Semshul and Fongmoon as treaty
ports.24

China's relations with Japan, from the very
beginning,have never been friendly., And this hostile
attitude between the two Oriental countries has re-
mained until the present, As early as 1873 Tapanese
officinls urged the government to engace in-a war

of eonnuest with China.gs

Their main object at the
outset was not merely for commercial tresties and
privileges, but for territorial gains., The first
tresty, signed September 13, 1271, was the ovening .
veriod of offieial relations between the two conntrie§:
24, Ibid, Chapter XIV.

25. Ibid, p.28.

26 Ibid. PeBe
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Japan did not gain much from this treaty, and was
naturally dissatisfieds Bub the time was not ripe
and the question of conquest was withheld,

Japan's first move was to establish friendly
relations with Korea, Chinat's esastern vaidsal state,
ts Japanese interest in Korea grew in 1876 to 1894
she came into conflict witn the Chinese and varlous
troubles followed, ¥War finally broke out, and again
China was defeated. By the Treabty of Shimonosekl,
signed April 17, 1895, China recognized the independence
of Korea and ceded Lisotung, Formosa, and fescadores
Islands <7 Shasi, Chungking, Soochow and Hangchow
wore added to the treaty port list.gﬂ The following
year another treaty was signed giving extraterritorial
rights to Japan and the privilege of the "most-favored-
nation clause'’,

Events after the Sino-Japanese War followed
in rapid succession, When Germany selzed Klaochow in

Shantung Frovince on pretext of tvo Germsn missionaries

27« Lisotung later retroceeded to Chinse
284 tbid, De 44-45g
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being murdered on November 1, 1897, the signal for
the "Battle for Concessions” was on.%° China was
forced, assa result of the murders, to cede Kisochow
and the city of Tsingtac to Germany in addition to
a heavy indemity.

watchful Russia was not slow to act. Always
longing for an "ice-free" port for her fleet, Russia
Immediately took this opportunity while China was
negotiating with Germany over Xiasochow, to send her
fleet to "winter™ at Port Arthur, Follcowing this
action two more treaties were signed by China at the
point of the gun, when Port Arthur and Dalny were
leased to Russia for twenty-five years and additional
grants for railroad privileges were made,.

France in her turn now made demands. On
April 13, K. Hanotaux announced to the wcrld that
the Chinese government had agreed to the following
provisions: (1) the lease of Kwangchow-wan to France
as a naval base for 99 years and (2) the right to

construct a railway from Tongking to Funnanfu.>?

28« Campbell, China, p.40.
30, Horse, Int, Rel, of Chi, Emp,, Vol,III, p.105-107.
3l. Ibid, p.ll2.
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Englsnd accepted these changes with
suspicion, So she made another move, A 25-year
lease on Welhaiwel was obtained in the forth to
balance the power with Russia, In the South England
obtained another lease for Kowloon for 99 years to
check France.co

The Powers were not satisfied with their
territorial achievements, To safeguard their newly
acquired ports snd cities, they forced China to
accent the non-alienation declarations and spheres
of influence article inserted into each treaty.
Fngland was given the assurance that "no territory
in the Yangtze valley would be alienated to any
foreign power and to maintain the existing British
control of the maritime customs administration so
long as the trade of Great Britain preponderated,

France received Chinats promise "not to
allienate any territory in the three provinces of
Rwangtung, Kwangsi, and Yunnan nor to cede the island

of Hainan and to accept the nominstion of a Frenchial

32, Ibld, p.118-119.
33. OQMPbell, Ghina, pqSB.
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to control the Chinese posts should these be separated
from the maritime customs.54 Hepan, having taken
Formosa in 1895 demanded that no territory in the
province of Fukien be alienated to a foreign

power, %hen Germany wes negotiating with the Chinese
government over Kisochow, and the Russian fleet was
ordered to winter at Port Arthur, two other British
cruisers put in the same port ln Janmuary, 18608,
Russias immediately instructed her ambassador to
London to demand the Eritish cruisers' withdrawal,O®
The German emperor was fully aware of the importance
of politieal influence and prestige in the affairs of
the Orient. Minister von Bulow'!s speech in the
Reichstag at that time ean represent the policy of
the Gorman emperor, He sald: "Mention has been made
of a partition of China, Such a partition will not
be brought about by us at any rate. All that we have
done 1s to provide that, come what may, we ourselves
shall not go empty-handed®, 56 Thus, through her

possession of Kiamochow and Tsingtmso, Germany declared

34, Ibid, p.39.
35. Ibid, D37
36. Hsiae, Studles in Chinese Diplomatic History, p.128
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Shantung to be within her aphere of influence,

Nor were the Powsrs through. Taking advan-
tage of thelr rapidlty and smoothness 1In getting
commercial privileges and territory, several nations
began to section off the hest parts of the treaty
pvorts vhich one nation alone could not mononolize,
Concessions were obtalned at Yewchuang by Russla,
at Tientsin by Germany, at Amoy and Foochow by Japan,
at Hankow by France, Jadan, Russia, Germany and
Relgium,37

“hile the "Rattle for Conceszions" was
going on in China the Unlted States was occunied wilth
her own troubles in the Philippines. Although she
did not have any desire to obtaln territory in the
fhinese empire, she was determined to possess a
position for her trade on the same basis with the
other powers, Turing this land-grsbbing movement,
the Unfited Ststes continued her own policy of egual
opnortunity for 2ll powers alike, But when American
nationals were rigorously excluded from the develop-
ment of ratlwavs and mines in the s30-called spheres,>8

tha American government saw that sction must be taken

37. Morse, Int. Rel, of the Chi,Fmp., Vol.III,p.l!Z.
38, Ibild, p.l26.
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if she desired to maintain a position for her
citizens.

Puring the veriod from September 6 to
Yovember 17, 1899, Tohn Hay, secretary of state,
addressed 1identicsl notes to "ngland, France, Germany,
Russia, Japsan and Italy asking for the assurance that:

1. A country will in no way interfere with
any treaty port or any vested interest within a
so-called sphere of interest or leased territory it
may have in Chinan,

2o That only the Chinese government shall
collect duty and according to the Chinese treaty
tariff,

3. That no prefgrentlial harbor dues or
railway charges should benefit its own subjects.39

A1) the powers were apnroached senaratelys
therefore they were obliged to send individual replles
thile Fngland acceocted the principles without reserve,
the replies of the other powers were gusrded and
qualified. FHowever, Seeretary Hay regarded them as

official conaent and declared to the world the now

38. Correspondence in U.3, For, Rel., 1899, p.l28.



famous "Open Door Folicy".

The year immediately preceeding the out-
break of the Boxer Lebellion was comparatively quiet,
as far as foreign aggression was concerned. This
year, on the other hand, wes fully occupied with
internal troubles. While the foreign powers were
settling down to see what they had actually obtained,
the Reform lMovement was born in the Imperial Court
at Peking. The only important foreign contact this

year was additional agreements ertered into with
Germany, Fussia, France, Belgium and llexico in regard

to commerce and railways.,

Such were the conditions of China's foreign
relations at the outbreak of the Loxer Rebellion. The
richest regions in the land, the most important
sea-ports, the main peninsulas, the strategic cities
in the thirteen most densely populated and richest
provinces of the country were practically controlled by

foreign powers.,
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CHAPTFR II
CAUSES LEADING TO THE BOXER REBELLIORN.

PART I
FOREIGN AGGRESSION

The Boxer Rebellion frequently has heen
called China's anti-foreign uprising, Although this
may partly be tme, 1t cannot strictly be called a
national uprising; for it was cnly a war between the
fanchu Court and the eleven world powers, It was
not a mere confliet over commercial privileges, but
also in a measure a confliet in national traditions,
in religion, &n internstional practices; in other
words, a conflict of Chinese and western civilization.
It was the culmination of more than sixty years of
forelgn aggression and internstional misunderstanding,
and although China was defeated in 21l militery en-
gagements with the powers and subjected to humiliasting
and heavy penalties after the war, the Boxer Rebellion,
tragic and unsuccessful as it seems, preserved the
Chinese nation from further partitioning.

In the early, non-treaty periocd, when
China had no official contacts with the foreign

powers, there existed a spirit of cordiality and
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co-operation between the Chinese and European
travelers and traders, During the Middle Ages aliens
were admitted into the country and were given various
privileges and adequate protection by the Chinese
offieials, These Europeans were subjected to Chinese
Jurisdiction and as long as they obeyed Chinese law
there wes no friction of a serious nature. As traders
from the vwest to China increased & move to expand the
trade and to obtaln commercial privileges on Furopean
methods were pushed forward. The Chinese government
holding to 1ts ancient traditions did not readily
accept these new demands, During the sixteenth
oentury the Chinese government adepted a new poliecy
of restriction and 1solastion, and it was at this
time that China became known to the outside world as
having a eclosed door policy.l

¥he alien merchants who came to China during
this period did not make a favorable impression on
the Chinese people. They were greedy and put their
pecuniary interests before everything else. They

came only anxious to accurmxlate a fortune to take

1. See Ch'ap.I, p.2—-5~
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back to their native land., The sailors and adventurers
who thronged the sea vports took all they eould get
from the natives. They were erude and committed
various crimes and outrages, As s whole, they were
all insistent on the removal of trade restrictions,
but the native officilals eontinued to treat them in
accordance with traditional policies of the Chinese
government., The British, Spaniard, Russian, and
Portuguese traders all groveled for favors, carrying
on their private expeditions, intimidating the native
inhabitants, harrying the coast and committing every
act of brigandage and uncivilized warfare, burning,
killing and robbing the defenseless villn.gers.2

These contacts and actions prejudiced the
minds of the Chinese people. They »laced all foreigners
without distinection who came to China in the same
category. And this became the reason for the ¥anchu
Court?!s placing a rigid restriction and eareful

vigilance on sea ports and frontier towns,

24 Clements, The Boxer Rebellion, p.l9.



The Opium War of 1840-42 when China was
defeated by England ushered in a new era in Chinats
relations with the Western world.

It marked the official opening of the
country to Ruropean trade,the sirmiltaneous growth
of Chinese hostility towards aliens. If the povers
were bent on having restrictions removed, the Peking
court nut up a stronger, if not more stubborn, effort
to keen them oute OChina was ignorant of the practice
of international affairs and was evasive in living
un to the treaty stipulations. The Lurcopeans at
the same ti-e failed to symnathize with the prevailing
conditions in China. The conflicts in 1856 and again
in 1860 not only saw the Europeans obtain what they
wanted by force but also saw them obtain asdditional
privileges whésh were not demanded at the outset.

The British and Prench demonstrated thelr
aggression in marching troops into Peking, the heart
of Chinats official eirecle, where for centuries China
had tried to prevent foreigners from entering.

They burned and destroyed the summer palace, a few
miles out of the city, an action which never can
be justified and which eonstitutes one of the

greantest acts of vandalism comnittec on Chinese art
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and culture br the FEuropeans. And all this was
done meroly to "uphold the Treaty of Tientsin".

The period following this evisode was
anparently comharatively peaceful with diplomstie
and commercial intercourse officially established,
YJowever, within, there was not an altogether
too friendly feeling existing, for the hostile
attitude toward Euroneans continued to grow, Nor
is China to blame, for the Europeans, after
successive military viectories, believed they could
with similar regularity continue with their asggressive
poliey., But the victory of the Manehu troons over
the Taiping Rebellion gave new life and confidence
to the eking court,

The Sino-Japanese "ar was not a national
war but one between the Manchu Court and the island
emnire,

The defeats in 1842, in 1859, in 1860 and
in 1885 witnessed the powers gradually gaining
sdditional commercial privileges, sea ports, and
territories. But the defeat in the Sino-Japanese
war >roduced two changes. First, China lost one

battle after another and gave up her authority over
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Korea. 3Secondly, the dofeat exposed Chinats utter
halpleasness to the outside world, a humilistion vhieh
she still feals today.® Japan from that time ranidly
came to the forefront in the family of nations,
Purthermore, the defeat naved the way for further
aggression and conquast,

But the climax of foreign eggression was
yot to come, Two years prior tc the Boxer outbreak,
the nrowers engaged In s comnetitive lend-grabbing
movement, 1th their nlunder and ruthlesargpoilation
they toock awny from China, or nt least dominated,
the most important elties and sea norts, they marked
off the richest regions in mineral resources, m'nes,
rivers, rallways and harbors for their own interosts,?

The powers knew well, after 1895, that China
cculd offer little if any resistence, #nd after
Germany took Kiaochow, the other powers plunged into
the land-greed competition, TFTaeh power exnlained that
the action was for the "balance of nower"”, vhile

China's sovereignty was completely ignored, Such

fe MHorae, Ints Kole ©f the Chiuiimpe, VolaIII, 2.55=56s

4, Clements, The Boxer Rebellion, ne36.
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agreements kmown as "unequal treaties" have handieapped
the development of a renublican government in China
even to the present day.

John Hay, secretary of state of the
Ameriean government, fortunately for China, declared
his "Open Door" poliey at a timely moment. It was
a time when European aggression in China was at its
height. One cannot doubt the moral effect it had on
the Powers, for if 1t 4id not materially assist in
preserving the Chinese emnire, 1t did, theoretically,
check the unrestrained aggression of the Europeans,
It left the country open for e ual commercial and
economic opportunities, without distinetion.

¥o country in world history had ever been
subjected to such a series of defeats and humiliations.
Flanked on four sides by "“barbarisns® end "foreign
devils", her military and naval foreces defeated,
her territory taken, and with a wesk government that
had only nominal control over the vast empire, the
Chinese government was left helpless at the outbresk

of the Boxer Rebellion.
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PART 1T
THR MISSICNARY PROBLENM

T™at the extermination of Christisns was
one of the chief cnuses of the Boxer Rebellion has
been advanced by verious writers, True in s sense
though this may be, there Is no evidence of s distinctly
religious animosity in this disturbance, for it is
st11l dounbtful vhether there has been sufficient
growth of the Christian C»urch in China to generally
excite the fear of the natives, MNissionaries are
attacked, not as religlous teachers, but as foreigners
and Chinese Christians are robbed and murdered because
they "sul yang kwel t31® or follow the foreign devil,
and not because they have changed religions,B

Mr, Conger, then American minister at
Peking, wrote tc the United States' secretary of state
that “"their (Poxers') antinathy is not directed entirely
against Christisns, but against foreigners generally".®

It I8 still diffioult to separate the
missionary problem from forelgn aggression, The

5¢ Llewcllyn, The Chinese Boxers, in National Geographic

Magazine, p.284, July 1900,
8¢ U8, FO?QRQIQ. pm, 1900,
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early Roman Catholic missionaries who arrived in
China about 1530 and the Duteh protestants who
followed in 1627 were accorded freedom to travel
and to teach their religion. Dut after 1358 when
treaties gave missionaries in ex»nliclt terms and
under the protection of gunboats the right toc preach
thelr religion, to build churches and to reside in
the interior, the attitude of the Chinese government
and people turned against them, and then conflicts
between foreigners and Chinese that followed indicated
that "it is nearly always the missionary who 1is at
the bottom of a Celestial outbreak®,?

In 1869 Prince Kung once remarked to Sir
Re Alcocks "Take away your opium and your misslonaries,
and you will be welcomed", Another time “ensiang said
to hims "Yo away with your extraterritoriality clause,
and merchants and misaionaries may settle anywhere
and everywhere, but retain it and we must do our best
to confine you and our trouble to the trealy port",8

These two utterances of Chinese officials

7+ Krausse, China in Deceyy Pe377e
8. Hart, These from the Land of 3inim, p.68e.
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represent clearly the attitude of the Chinese govern-

ment. It 1s apparent that there was no s»ecific
grievance against the missionaries. However, having
eome early in the sixteemth century, and being
foreigners, the missionaries have always been placed
in the same ¢lass with opium merehants and the extra-
territoriality clause.

He.Be. Morse says:

The equality of nations had, with great
reluctance been accepted by China; and there remained
only opium, the merchant, end the missionary, to
disturb the equanimity of the Chinese officials. The
merchant even when restricted to residence within
the limits of a treaty port interfered through his
treaty rights with the taxing powers of the offleialsj
even in the case of his own goods, it was felt as a
hardship that the taxing suthorities were debarred
from levying dues which might be levied on Chinese
owned goodsj and when, as too often happened, he lent
the cloak of his name to purely Chinese trade, to
the feeling of hardship was added a sense of indignant
rosentment; and this feeling was an effectual bar
to eny extension of the merchant's privileges into
the interior. The missionary, even in treaty ports,
was unpopular; he introdueced a ferment of thought,
of the rights of man, of indignation at the decisions
of the unjust judge, of reprobation of the corruption
of the mandarinate of the empirej and this ferment
of thought was one to leaven the mass of Asiatie
submission and blind asceptance of authority. The
populace, too, resentel his teachings, He divided
families, he interfered with the rites of ancestral
worship; he taught that the Buddhist and Taoist
ceremonials which were imbedded in their life were
heathen, and that the prineiples of Confucius were
not entitled to the epithet "holy" which was their
traditional title for the Master; he required his
converts to cease to contribute to the upkeepn of
village and of family worship, and all this for a
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"foreign religion®, which none but his converts
accented as in any waghsupsrior to the various religions
prevalent in China. The later results of the work
done so quletly by the missionary were not then
manifest; and, at the outset, he was to the offielsls
a busybody and a firebrand, and to the peonle a
disagreeable innovator.

Although much of this may be true, there
are some missionaries, however, who have been out-
standing in the missionary field and who have been
helpful to the natives, ¥while many, no doubt, had
good iIntentions, and many actually did benefit the
Chinese people in edueational and medical work, they
were mlssionaries and foreigners just the same snd
were, therefore, placed In the evil category, denounced
and attacked without exception,

¥o matter how good a defense may be given
of the missionary, the seizure of Kiaochow by Germany
because two German missionaries were murdered in
Shantung and other similar cases cannot but give the
impression that missionaries were forerunners of
imperialism., The case as a privileged character is

so clear when the Chinese officials made an attempt

g. !‘501‘99’ Int. Rel. of the Chi. Eﬂlﬂ.’ VO].QII. p.221~?3£€
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to enforee native laws on the missionaries, the
British govermment informed the Chinese government
that it would not allow "their affairs to be subject
to the intervention of the officials of any government
other than the British government?lo

The people and officials alike hated these
missionaries who had penetrated intoc their villages,
In various localities magistrates issued proclamations
against Christianity and missionaries, Uprisings
ageinst miasions, burning of churehes, and imprison-
ment of Christian converts, were not uncommon, In
1868 missions in Taiwanfu, Chefoo, Yangchow, Hankow
and other cities were attacked and destroyed, In
1870 the so-called Tientsin Massacre occurred and a
Catholie church was destroyed.ll

This hostile feeling continued to grow and
in 1890 riots broke out in Foochow, Chungking, Chinki-
ang, Yangchow and %uhu. Placards against missionaries
charged them with "bewktching the children by the
use of drugs”. Rumors eirculated asmong the villagers

10, Ibid’ VOIQIpr 911600
11, Ibig, see Chap.XII.
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that these missionaries and irmoral priests and
sisters murdered orphans were generally belleved
and created a feeling of fear and hatred.12

These disturbances and uprisings against
missionaries were not part of a national movement;
nor were they Iinstigated by the central government.
The Pekling court,in faet, on hearing of these riots
gave stringent orders to the provincial authorities
to repress the disorders and to give full protection
to the Christian missionaries;l3 but on the other
hand, it held the missionaries responsible for the
riots by having claimed to exercise over their
converts a jurisdiction which properly belonged to
the Chinese authorities.&4 There is no doubt that
the central government was eager toc meintain peace
and order in the country,

These misunderstandings and conflicts

12, Ibid. VOlQII’ See Ghap.XIo
13. U.SQ FOI‘. Relo, 3.891’ p.409.

14, U.S. For. Rel., June 23,1891, lr, Denby to Mr,.
Blaine, pe.4ll,
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added to the hostile attitudes of the Chinese and

a8 climax was reached when the Loxer Rebellion attempted
to drive out the foreigners, regardless of religion,
from the country. From the beginning of the outbreak
this was the avowed objects It was no sudden turn

in affairs but a natural outgrowth of the general

anti-forelgn feeling.ls

15, Llewellyn, ™e Chinese Boxers, In National Geographic
Magazine, 1900, o.283,
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PART III
CHINA'S INTERWAL COWDITIORS

China has long enjoyed her own civiliza-
tion without intervention from the Wwest. She has
had her own system of government and has felt con-
tented with her own conditions. The people were
the subjects of the Emperor and obeyed all edicts
and regulations proelaimed by him, Nominally, the
vhole empire was under his control and while he
ruled from the Peking court in the Worth, his
progressive Cantonese in the South obeyed him,
The whole country lived through a comparatively
peaceful time till the coming of the Manchu regime.

It was unfortunate for China that she had
to come into official contact with the West under
the Manchu regime. Had 1t begun during the Tang
or Ming dynasties, probably China's foreign relations
would have been a different and more happy story.
These Manchus, a small tribe from Manchuria, then an
outl¥ing territory of the Empire, overran the Ning
rulers and set up the Ta Ching Dynasty in Peking in
1644,16

16. Martin, The Lore of Cathay, p.408.
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The *anchus, who came to play China's role
in the most important time of her foreign history,
were ignorant of both Chinese affairs and of inter-
national conditions, One diplomstic blunder followed
another, Wo efforts were made to readjust the situ-
ation until 1t was too late,

China's struggles were never on a national
scale, The first war with Fngland in the South was
conducted by the Cantonese. No tangible assistance
was glven by the Peling government, The southerners
were defeated, but the coneessions were given by the
Manehus, In the war of 1856, 1858, and 1860 the
conflicts between the powers and China were really
with the Manchu Court., The Cantonese, who had
already disliked these semi~foreign Vanchus, were
never too friendly to the Peking government, HNor
woere the physical conditions favorsble, for the
lack of modern transportation facilities and the
long distance made it 1+possible at that time to
render efficlent support,

The defeat in the Opium War (1840-42) did
not reverse the policy or habits of the Manchu
rulers, They maintained the status quo of several

centuries ago, and were more stringent on keeping
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forelgners out of the country, But the Sino-Tapanese
War of 1894 turned the tables., Again, this was not

a national affair, The Chinese, particularly the
Cantonese, regarded 1t as the affalr of the Manechu
regime; its disasters were their disasters, its
migstakes thelr mistakes., However, the defeat was
disastrous to the whole nation; it exnosed Chinat's
utter weakness to the worlde-sg humiliation which is
8till remembered to this day,.

From this period to the Boxer Rebellion,
when the Powers waged their "Battle for Concessions®,
more injustiece was done to China within these five
or six years than during the one hundred years
precedings This ilmpending bresk-up of the empire and
the deep humiliation inflicted on the regime, ereated
a movement for reform, The edueated cless saw how
Japan had rapildly come to the front in the family of
nations, Various reform clubs were organized, but
it took a Cantonese, Kang Yuwel, the "Erasmus of
the movement", to put life into the campaign.lv

Emperor Kwang Asu, the occupant of the

* h ress
imperial throne at this “ime while the Emp

17, Clements, The Boxer Rebellion, Pa25e
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Dowager Tzi Hsi was in retirement, lent a2 ready
ear to the suggestions of reform, The leaders of
the reform party, including Weng Tung-ho, imperiel
grand tutor, and "an Tsu-yin, an aceomnlished scholar,
launched the movement in the South and began to move
steadily northward, Although they were able to set
up an organizetion in Peking they were faced with
the opoosition of the northern party who supported
the Empress Dowager and the Manchu nobles and
clansmen, Against thls element the Reform Party
was in constant conflict from the beginning,

The first reform deerees were issued by
the emperor in the swmmer of 1898, In the eves of
the conservative Manchu family, the measures were
drastic. High officlels were dlsmissed and sent
back to their native homes; imperial clansmen were
advised to go abrosd to trevel, From June 20 to
Sentember 16, the emperor issued thirty-eight deerees.
The people were encouraged to study modern arts,
science and agriculture; prizes were offered to

inventors and suthors, The western military system

18, Horse, Int,Rel. of the Chi. Fmp., Vol.III, P.134.
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was adooted and the archaic banner drill discarded;
the o0ld literary examination system was abolished
and in its place the Peking University was established.
Secondary schools were founded in district citlesy
temples were converted into school houses; bureaus
for mines and railways were established. The Six
Boards at Peking were abolished, a governmental
budget was introduced. Journalists were encouraged
to write on politiecal subjJects to enlighten the
peonle and officials, while laws of the empire were
to be reformedsl®

The leaders of this movement were, no
doubt, sincere. Lvery decree struck at the root of
each evil and unscund peclicys. But they did not stop
heres They felt that the freedom of the Empress
Dowager would menace the suceess of the camoaign, and
nlans were made to imprison her. But unfortunetely
this plan was discovered. Soenting the danger, the
Emoress Dowager, on September 23, one hundred days
after the reform movement started, struck back. A

coup dfetat was carried out by the northern party,

19, Ibid, See Chan.VI, The Hundred Days of Reform.



known as the "palace revolution", The emperor was
imprisoned but Kang Yu-wel escaped. The period of
anti-reformation that followed put back the hands of
the clock of enlightenment that must be the salvation
of the emiire,

The reasons for the failure of the reform
movement are many. One writer says:

In attempting tco much, the reformers
accomplished practically nothing at all., Thelr ideal
structure was top-heavy, and , bullt uoon no foundation
worth speaking of, was crushed by its own weight, Their
mistakes were many; one blunder followed another; no
adjustment was offered to harmonize the existing
conditions, 0ld China was completely discarded in
this eraze for the modern order, and institutions
and customs which heretofore had been the backbone
of the national existence, were henceforth to be re-
garded, if not as entirely useless, at least as of
secondary importance. Undoubtedly the main reason
why the movement collapsed was the poor judgment olayed
by Kang Yu-wel and the emperor, In their zeal for
innovation and echange, they struck too deeply at the
root of the “things Chinese", at institutions conserva-
tive to a fault and the most difficult in the world
to modify or change. The ediets, covering as they
did a great varietg of subjects, military, politieal,
educational, social and civil were presented to the
nation in helter-skelter fashion, in headlong haste,
and their accentance and observance could have been
possible only through a ccmplete revolution in
Chinese life, manners and thought, a breakaway in two
months from the eivilization of two thousand years,

No attempt was made to placate opposition or to allay
prejudices; the reformers rode rough-shod over many,
in fact, almost all, of those cherished ideals which
had beecome an atavism with the Chinese centuries ago.
They entirely forgot time and place, and exhibited ,
through that,unconsciousness of existing conditions
to be met and overcome before success is assured

which seems typical of most idealists when placed in
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4 position of authorityugo

The deplorable economic conditions added
to the difficulties of the already over-burdened
government at that times Agrarian and taxation
troubles brought on ascute distress in variocus provinces
In 1898 drcught resulted in bad harvest, Thousands
of small farmers whose sole existence depended unon
thelr crops were forced to resort to banditry as
a means of livlihood. Discontented and restless
peasants Joined the secret socletles, the time whem
the Boxer Soclety was beginning to grow. The Yellow
River overflowed asgaln, covering thousands of aocres
of fertile farm land, destroying many villages and
driving a multitude of people from their homes.21

Mro, Conger, Amcrican minister to Peking,
informed the state department on December 7, 1899:
"The seeson has been a poor one--crops have failed,
On account of drought great poverty and went prevail?g
Again he wrote on lMay 8, 1900: ",...the people are
very poor...the whole country is swarming with
hungry, discontented, hopless idlers and theyes..are

20, Clements, The Boxer Rebelliong, p.56-57.

21, rbid' Pa71-72a
22, UeSe For.Rel., 1900. PeT7e
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ready to join any organilzation offered.”zs

A state of general unrest soon followed,
Rice riots occuring in the Southern provinces spread
ranidly to Manchuria and other northern oities.24
13 a result of these outbreaks, 1t was inevitable
that foreigners, reaiding in the intericr, and their
srorerty, were affectedes The Likin question, an
internal taxing system, which has always bcen a bone
of contention between China and Eurove, came up at
this time to share in the chaotic conditions, The
evils of contraband trade in opdum became acutee«d
Another reason for the so-called anti-foreign
unrising was undoubtedly the conflict of Oriental and
Turopean 1deals. The Manchu rulers then had very
little, if any, knovledge of foreign affalrs and
civilization, They were self-contented; at times
conecaited., They held to the ancient 1dea that the

Chinese emperor was the “Sen of Heaven™ and that

other sovereigns were not equal in rank with him.

23. Ibld, p.l22,

24, Yorse, Int. Rel, of the Chi. BEmp,, Vol.TII,
P«160-170.

25, Clement, The Boxer Rebellion, p.72.
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They refused to admit foreign ambassadors to reside
in 2eking,the heart of their official power.

The question of forelign envoys in Peking
had always been strongly opposed by the Chinese, and
more strongly, if not more stubbornly, insisted upon
by Furopeana., The Manchu officlals protested on the
grounds that there would be the possibility of
collision and misunderstanding owing to the ignorance
of foreign affalrs among the members of the central
government, It specially stated "that in the present
state of rebellion in China, it was wvery desirable
not to give any ground for misgivings in the minds
of the people.” If the demands for ambassadors in
Peking were dnforced it would be "an injury to China
and in many more ways than we can find words to ex-
press, 23 causing the Chinese government to 'lose
orestige in the eyes of the Chinese people'".

The more rights and privileges the Furopeans
demanded, the more jealously did the Chinese guard
their doors, However, times had changed and the
¥anchus failed to meet the situation, Furthermore,
the Europeans did not understand the Chinese charaster-
istics and traditicns and they underestimated China's

strength by the results of the superficial Sino-
Ja anese War,
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The emveror and official classes refused
to recognize the ejuality of other nations and in-
sisted on treating Europeans as the subjects of
vassal nations and their envoys as tribute bearers.
wvery fcrelgner who wanted tc have an interview with
the emperor must perform the kowtow, a custom which
was regarded as highly humiliating tc the Buropean
envoyse All early attempts to obtain an audience
with the emperor or to negotiate directly with high
officials failed. when Lord kacartney was finally
cermitted to enter Peking for the first time, the
flag which waved from the mast of the ship that bore
him and his attendants up the Peiho bore thi?
insceription : "Tribute-bearers from the country of

England .26

26. Morse. Int. Relg of the Chio mp.. VO]..I' p-53-54
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CHAPTER III
NEWS SERVICE DURING THE SIEGE OF PEKING

The report published in the "London Times"
May 22, 1900, of the concerted sction of the foreign
envoys in Peking, when a diplomatiec note was presented
to the Tsungli Yamen asking the Chinese officisls to
supnress the Boxers! anti-forelgn propaganda, marked
the beginning of an event which attracted international
attention and ke )t the world for eighty-four days in
the state of intense suspension, indignation and
aporehension, lMost of the news of the Boxer trouble
that was circuleted in Furope and America after May 22
and for the first fourteen days of June had come
directly from Peking and Tientsin. But such news
became more aslarming each day warning the world that
a storm was brewling on the horigzon,

After June 14 no direct news from Peking
reachad London for more than one month, Renorts
concerning the besieged legations and foreigners,
which came through indirect routes,were slow and un-
reliable and often supplemented by wild imaginations

and rumors.1

1. Times, June 7,1900,
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Although the cutting of the telegraph wires
was renorted on June 6, it was apparent that some
messages continued to come directly from Peking, for
reports from the "Times" corresnondent at Peking,
dated June 8, were published in London on June 9 and
11.2 On June 9 Delziel's Agency at Shanghail reoorted
that "all foreign telegrams from Feking are being
delayed”3 which imnlied that the telegraph wires were
3t1ll functioning. This proves that the first report
of the cutting of the line was either flectitious or
that there were other means of commnication. thile
Daziel's Agency reported on June 12, from Shanghsai,
that the "...telegrachic means of commnication being
stopped”, the "Tiwes" was able tc vublish on June
13 a report from Dr, Morrison, dated June 12 at
Peking, concerning the murder of M, Sugiyama.4

On June 12 a second message came from Dr.
Morrison at Peking stating "all Tientsin wires cut"d
and two days later the British foreign office at

London also announced "all Tientsin wires cut",

2, Times, June 9 and 11, 1900

\n
.

Times, June 11, 1900,

4, Times, June 13, 19 0.
5 Times, June 12, 1900,
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However, Dr, Morrisont's last telegram from Peking,
dated June 14, was published in London on June 18,
No more direct telegrams were received in Furope from
him or any other persons in Peking until August 2.6
However, Reuter's correspondent at Shanghai
diseredited the above reports when he sent the follow-
ing cespateh to London:."Innumerable rumors are
afloat, but nothing authentie has been receivéd..in
well informed circles 1t is belleved that the line
to Tientd%n 1is not really interrunted, but that
Chinese telegrams only are allowed to pass..telegrams
are passing direct between Peking and Europe thréugh
the Asiaticulines and Peking news 1s therefore looked
for from the Westes.."!
Conger's message from Peking dated June 4,
which was received by Mr. Hay at Washington September
24 also held the same belief that the lines were
not interrupted. 1In his message he reported "tele-
graph line cut" but added, "We still, however, have

the government telegraph line,which does not follow

the railroad, intact.n 8

6o Times, June 18 and August 2, 1900.
7« Times, June 20, 1900.
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