LIGHT AND LEARNING

SAOITAR

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
AND ENLIGHTENS

Om Shanti Mandiram
THE DELIGHTED LEARNER Columbia, Mo. 2013

Omshanti@missouri.edu






- Meet me at he Cl_s

the 1996

University of Missouri-Columbia

Volume 102 Copyright 1996

Savitar Office AQ47 Brady Commons
Columbia, Missauri 65211
[F731884=-6374




Savitar: UM Yearbook 1894-2006
A Splendid Past Revived

Offered by
Christine M. Soucy

University of Missouri Ellis Library

A Healthy Home of
India’s Cultural Heritage

Om Shanti Mandiram
Columbia, Mo.
2013



D LEARNING

VEDIC GOD | OF LIGHT

The similarities be-
tween Missouri’s state flag
and India’s national flag are
striking. Both flags feature
horizontal tricolor stripes
with a circle in the middle.

The circle in the crest
of Missouri’s flag is lined
with 24 stars, representing
its rank as the 24th state ad-
mitted into the Union. The
24 spokes in the Dharmach-
akra, or Wheel of Law, at
the center of India’s flag are

more abstract in meaning. Buddhist philosophy relates the 24 spokes to the 24 modes of condition,
meaning something upon which something else, the “conditioned thing,” is dependent.

This book strives to illuminate more connections between India and the University of Missouri
specifically, as observed through the “all-seeing” lens of the Savitar yearbook.



A word from Dr. Murarilal Nagar ...

This has been the most elusive project in my life! It had been lingering on and on for at
least a decade. It is an irony of fate that so many assistants came, began the work, and
left it incomplete. The very first one began the work in right earnest but left Columbia for
good, along with all of our original documents.

The penultimate player was Nicole Garner. She was highly competent and made a very
good beginning, especially in exploring the University Archives. A good deal of back-
ground material is her contribution here.

Finally we found Christine Soucy, who brought the boat to the shore. She scored the final
touchdown! May OM bless her!

Arjuna was a great warrior, no doubt. But Shri Krishna was his guide.

The final product is like the gem studded in gold. A great deal of credit goes to our closest
coworker, Kamalee—Katherine Marie Lee—now Mrs. Strickland and a worthy mother.
She has been all along my great partner in the pursuit of knowledge and served as a good
guide to Christine.

All 1s well that ends well. However, I would like to assure our readers that what is pre-
sented here 1s only a minute fraction of what my mind had envisaged.

Something is better than nothing. I hope Christine will continue to work on Savitar under
the able guidance of Kamalee, a proficient pro.

Om Shanti!
—Murarilal Nagar, always in pursuit of knowledge



Savitar

A thing of beauty is a joy forever—so sang great poet John Ruskin of Great Britain.

And our Mahakavi Magha said: What appears new and fresh every moment you see it,
that is truly and really the Beauty personified.

We have seen the Moon times without number. Yet when we see her once again she ap-
pears new and fresh—never seen before.

That is called the delighting light.
We have been working on the Savitar for more than a decade.
Much work has been done now and here. It is hoped it will soon appear in its full glory

and charm.

The fact remains that if we had nothing now but the front cover, I would regard myself
as fully fulfilled.

The cover is an index of the total personality—what 1s in.

I have seen it times without number. Yet I see it again and again. It appears always fresh
and new.

It 1s the heart and soul of the Savitar—UM Yearbook.

Om Shanti. OMLN



DEDICATION

AND SPECIAL THANKS

This offering is dedicated to
President James Shannon Blackwell
Saint, Sage and Scholar
who brought Savitar and Sanskrit to MU.
With regard, respect and reverence,
Dr. Murarilal Nagar

Special thanks to:

Katherine Marie Lee “Kamalee” Strickland,
Linda Canestraight
and
Dr. Murarilal Nagar

This publication would not have been possible without your

countless hours of assistance, research and support. Thank you!
Om Shanti!
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PREFACE

Sun God Savitar by working on this project. But the fact is, as Savitar rises in the East, this
work has remained dormant for a decade and a half, buried in the archives of a university
library in the Midwest.

It is remarkable to think that the concept of Savitar came to the University of Missouri—
then called Missouri State University—as early as 1894-95, exactly 100 years before I began my
education at Mizzou. Perhaps one of the yearbook’s editors had participated in a Sanskrit language
course, taught for the first time at the university four years earlier.

“It 1s with much fear and trembling that we submit our maiden effort to the mercies of a
critical world,” the editors wrote, “but the love of our Alma Mater and the thought of after years
spurs us on. May someone in the distant future ‘rise up and call us blessed’ because of the fond
memories brought back by the perusal of the ‘Savitar.” ”

In the distant future, in the spring of 1966, someone did rise up. Dr. Murarilal Nagar was
serving his first year as the South Asian librarian at Ellis Library when he was greeted by an en-
thusiastic research associate who had just obtained her copy of the 1965-66 yearbook. She eagerly
asked the Indian librarian what he knew of the name “Savitar.”

Dr. Nagar had been a student of Sanskrit and the Vedas since age 8, when he was initiated
through the Upanayana, or Sacred Cord Ceremony, which centers on the Sun God Savitar. But it
wasn’t until he read the “Foreword” of the yearbook brought to his attention that he actually made
the connection between the name of MU’s annual and his cultural roots. The Foreword read as
follows:

“Savitar was born in 1894-95 after much searching for an appropriate name. Savitar is the
sun god of the Rig-Veda, a collection of praises and hymns to the oldest and most sacred gods of
the East. Savitar denotes the splendor of the sun and is irresistible energy. God Savitar raises his
banner high to provide light for all the world. Savitar, the black and gold deity ... golden-eyed,
golden-haired and golden-handed ... is the god who sees all things and notes all the good and evil
deeds of men. Savitar has irresistible power. Age cannot touch him, and nothing can withstand his
will. Like the legend from which it was named, the Savitar strives to enlighten, inspire and guide.”

This reflection immediately enlightened and inspired Dr. Nagar to discover more about the
long-standing connection between his new home and his native country. The university was des-
ignated a “South Asian language and area center” under the National Defense Education Act in
1965, and Dr. Nagar was invited to Columbia as a South Asian specialist. By that time, MU had
already established a noteworthy collection of Indian literature and art. Dr. Nagar and his wife,
Sarla Devi, added immensely to these treasures over the years.

Any serious review of the university’s history must include perusal of campus life as docu-

I would like to say that I have been up every day at the crack of dawn, honoring the Vedic



mented in the Savitar yearbook. In researching the relationship between the University of Missouri
and India, we have uncovered countless connections that we humbly present to the reader in this
brief summary. Among them is the story of the school colors, which are the same as those in which
the Vedic Sun God Savitar is most often depicted. Black and gold are also the colors of the coat of
the University of Missouri’s mascot, a Bengal tiger named Truman. The Bengal tiger also happens
to be the national animal of India—more or less the country’s mascot.

The editors of the 1920 edition of the yearbook perhaps felt the strongest connection to
its namesake, as evidenced by the Indian-inspired art adorning this volume of the Savitar. Dipa
Lakshmi, the lamp-bearer, is portrayed in the 1920 “Foreword,” and Sarla Devi Nagar—a former
curator of the University of Missouri Museum of Art and Archeology’s South Asian Collection—
contributes an enlightening article conveying the significance of the image.

The story of Savitar’s manifestation as the university’s yearbook is the story of a multifacet-
ed cultural cooperation and exchange of ideas that continues to this day. The University of Missou-
r1 has a reputation for welcoming international students and accepting different cultures and ways
of thinking. True to form, the editors of more than a century of Savitar yearbooks have investigat-
ed and embraced the roots of the book’s name, tracing the path back to Sanskrit and the ancient
Rig-Veda.

The Savitar’s editors often included light-hearted disclaimers that, unlike the Sun God,
they could not see EVERYTHING that took place on the campus. Likewise, some cross-cultural
references in the yearbook have inevitably evaded us. But we are happy to present to you, after
many years of searching our hearts and the university’s archives, a snapshot of how, as early as the
1890s, the Sun God of the East brought its light to a university campus in the Midwest.

—LKatherine Marie Lee (Kamalee), Journalism Alumna, Class of 1997

11
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TIMELINE

A RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW

1839: The University of Missouri is founded in Columbia, Mo. It is the first state university west of the
Mississippi River.

1890: The University of Missouri’s football team forms and adopts the Tiger as its mascot and name-
sake.

1891: The University of Missouri begins offering a Sanskrit language course.

1891: The first issue of Missouri State University’s yearbook is published. It is called simply Index, and
there is no record of another edition until 1894-1895.

1892: A fire destroys Academic Hall. The symbolic columns are all that is left standing. Also this year,
the university’s colors are officially changed from crimson and gold to black and gold.

1895: MU’s yearbook is revived and named Savitar after the Rig-Vedic Sun God, a black and gold dei-
ty symbolizing light and learning. The Savitar is published annually until 2006.

1941: World War II triggers the development of “area of studies” programs. An India section is estab-
lished with the Office of Strategic Services.

1946: The Fulbright Exchange Program, sponsored by the United States government, is established.
The exchange program focuses on international swaps promoting education and understanding between
citizens of the United States and other countries. MU’s first program awardees are Noel Gist (1952),
Howard Hirt (1954) and Arthur J. Robbins (1956).

1951: MU alumnus Douglas Ensminger becomes a Ford Foundation representative for India and Paki-
stan until 1953. From 1954 to 1970, Ensminger acts as representative for India and Nepal. Ensminger’s
work projects include creating family planning institutes and introducing agricultural technology to
native farmers.

1955: The United States Agency for International Development awards MU’s College of Agriculture,
Food and Natural Resources (CAFNR) a contract to help farmers in Bihar, Orissa, Assam and West
Bengal.

1957: The Cultural Association of India is founded. The Visiting Asian Professor program, a State Uni-
versity of New York—Buffalo project, begins. MU is one of eight participants.



1958: Big Tiger and Lil Tiger, the first student mascots at the university, make their debut. The cos-
tumes are designed in the likeness of the Bengal tiger, with black stripes on yellow cloth.

1960: The Museum of Art and Archaeology begins its South Asian Collection on the fourth floor of
MU’s Ellis Library. Betty D. Robbins is later appointed the first assistant curator of the collection,
followed by Sarla Devi Nagar, curator.

1963: University of Missouri St. Louis, Rolla, Kansas City and Columbia combine to create the
University of Missouri system. The name “Missouri State University” is changed to “University of
Missouri-Columbia.”

1965: National Defense Education Act grant to MU establishes the South Asian Studies department.
The grant funds the hiring of faculty to teach India-related subjects, including Hindi and Bengali lan-
guages.

1973: South Asian librarian Dr. Muararilal Nagar revives the teaching of Sanskrit courses at the
university. Nagar taught students for three semesters before Sanskrit courses once again disappeared.
Sanskrit had been taught in MU’s classical language department as early as 1891.

1981: The South Asian collection of the Museum of Art and Archaeology, relocated to Pickard Hall, is
named the Samuel Eilenberg Gallery after a large donation of Indian items.

1985: A yearlong “Festival of India” is sponsored by the Columbia Art League in collaboration with
other organizations. The event takes place at MU, Stephens College and the Columbia Public Library.

1992: The Cultural Association of India begins its annual cultural extravaganza, “India Night.”

2005: Shanti Mandir, a Hindu temple and community center, is formed. It is Columbia’s only Hindu
temple and becomes a place for not only worship but also celebrations and family events.

2006: The 2005-2006 edition of the Savitar yearbook is printed, becoming the last edition before the
publication’s cancellation. After 111 years of campus presence, Savitar ceases to print due to lack of
yearbook sales, dwindling staff and budget cuts.
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SAVITAR ARRIVES

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

The University of Missouri, Symbols and Traditions

The first Savitar yearbook was published in 1895, reminiscing the university’s activities
from the 1894-95 school year. At the time of the first Savitar’s printing, the University of Mis-
souri — then named Missouri State University — had already sealed 56 years of education into its
history.

Known as the first university west of the Mississippi River, Missouri State University
came into existence in 1839. It held its first commencement on Nov. 28, 1843 — for two stu-
dents, lasting nearly three hours. By the time of the Savitar’s first publication, the university had
seen nine school presidents.

—\ In 1892, just three
years before the first Savitar
was published, the university
lost its Academic Hall to a
huge blaze, driving home the
, importance of documenting
Kansas City .
faculty and students’ time
and traditions at MU. As

the Savitar reminds former

St. Louis

@ Rollo students of their time at the
university, the surviving
remnants of the original
Academic Hall — six columns
that stood at the front of

the building — remain as a

symbol of the university.

The university continued to expand not only in its Columbia location, but also in three other cit-
ies. In 1963, the University of Missouri at St. Louis, Rolla, Kansas City and Columbia combined
to create the University of Missouri system.



What’s in a Name?

The University of Missouri has changed its name numerous times. The acronym MU

refers to the university’s original name, Missouri State University. While the present-day

campus is called the University of Missouri, the original acronym is still commonly used

unless referring to the University of Missouri System. The nickname “Mizzou” is said to be

derived from the sound of quickly cheering “MSU” (for Missouri State University). In 2010,

the university dropped the “Columbia” or “UMC” moniker, which was adopted when the

University of Missouri System was established. The yearbook has featured various nicknames.

Big Tiger and Lil Tiger build school spirit at a University
of Missouri football game.

A Growing Cultural Connection

The University of Missouri’s
mascot came into play following the
football team’s formation in 1890. They

- were deemed the “Tigers” in honor of an

historic local militia group, the Missouri
Tigers, formed to guard and protect
Columbia and the campus during the
Civil War.

The first student mascots of the

| university, one male (Big Tiger) and one

female (Lil Tiger, who wore an apron),
first appeared in 1958. The costumes
were made in the likeness of the Bengal

. tiger, which is the national animal

of India—more or less the country’s
mascot. The two original MU characters
morphed into one current-day mascot, a
unisex Bengal tiger, in 1981. The tiger
was named Truman after President Harry
S. Truman, a Missouri native.

MU was not born with colors
reflecting the Bengal tiger, whose coat is
striped gold and black. The university’s
original colors were crimson and gold.
They officially changed to black and
gold in 1892 to complete the university’s
public image as the “Tigers.”

15
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The connecting web between the University of Missouri and India was manifested in the
school’s choice of mascot and matching colors. The first yearbook staff chose the name Savitar, a
deity from the ancient Vedas who typically appears in black and gold.

Throughout more than a century of publication, the editors of the Savitar referenced its
namesake in abundance, providing verses from the Rig-Veda and reinforcing the meaning and
significance of the sun god year after year. The chapter of this brief history titled “Exploring
Savitar Through the Years” provides a decade-by-decade look at these references, followed by the
original images as they appeared in the yearbook.



OM IN MO

A UM STORY OF SAVITAR

The Savitar: A Boon from the Rig-Veda
The Vedic God of Light and Learning Alights at the University of Missouri
By Dr. Murarilal Nagar

“He alone shines. All luminaries get illuminated by His Illumination.
The whole Universe is enlightened by His light.” — Kathopanisad

It was the spring of 1966. Bearing a big book, beaming with joy, all excited and thrilled, my
research associate came almost running to me and asked, “Dr. Nagar, do you know what Sav-
itar means?”

I did not know what Savitar meant. I was new to Columbia; I had been here just a few
months. [ had seen the name “Savifar” inscribed on some volumes in the homes of my host
faculty. The books were all black and gold, glittering and shining. Peeping through glass
doors, these books tempted the viewer. Yet, even for a librarian, it was impolite to open the
cupboards and look into them, no matter how enchanting they looked. Therefore, these Savi-
tar volumes remained unknown to me. It was still a night of ignorance. The day of enlighten-
ment had not yet dawned.

I said to my associate, “I don’t know what ‘Savitar’ means. It could be a Hebrew
name. I don’t know that language.”

She replied, “No, this is India’s sun god, SAVITAR!”

It was hard to believe! Savitar in Columbia, Mo., a small Midwestern town? Even the

town’s name was unknown to me until the beginning of my correspondence with the univer-
sity library. But this is what was featured on the cover of the Savitar yearbook for 1966!
The yearbook read: “Savitar was born in 1894-95 after much searching for an appropriate
name. Savitar is the sun god of the Rig-Veda, a collection of praises and hymns to the oldest
and most sacred gods of the East. Savitar denotes the splendor of the sun and is irresistible
energy. God Savitar raises his banner high to provide light for all the world. Savitar, the
black and gold deity ... golden-eyed, golden-haired and golden-handed ... is the god who
sees all things and notes all the good and evil deeds of men. Savitar has irresistible power.
Age cannot touch him, and nothing can withstand his will. Like the legend from which it was
named, the Savitar strives to enlighten, inspire and guide. The seventy-second volume of the
Savitar presents the University of Missouri, 1966.”

I bowed my head in reverence, respect and regard to that sage, saint and scholar who

17
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had the vision, wisdom and foresight to bring India’s sun god, Savitar, to the University of
Missouri-Columbia as early as 1894!

But who says Savitar is a god only of India? It is the god of the entire universe. Is
there any spot on this globe to which Savitar does not bring Its light? True, Savitar is a
Sanskrit word, but Sanskrit is not just the language of India alone. It is the language of the
entire world. It is the language of the gods.

Even the linguists have classified Sanskrit as an Indo-European language. Thus,
Savitar belongs to Europe as much as it belongs to India. It is a common heritage of both
India and Europe — nay, the entire world.

Exactly a century ago, the staff of the Savitar of 1897-98 explained its reasons for
choosing the name of a Vedic god to represent the university. The introduction to that Savi-
tar appeared just as it is reproduced on the following page.



ntroduction...
MM

mm

VER since the publication of the
mitial number of the Savirar, that

of the year '94-"95, its readers and
fricnds generally have concurred in

\\ /') this one opinion, that Saevifar in sound is

pleasingly harmonious, but in meaning pro-

{, \ vokingly enigmatical. Hence this short

account of its christening.  When the plan
for publishing an annual was complete and
put into execution, the editors began casting about for a suitable name—
one that would carry with it associated significance and thereby express
in a degree the full intent and purpose of the proposed volume.  After
considerable research and cogitation Savifar was selected because we
liked the size and sound of the word, and because its associations bore
with them, as we thought, appropriately suggestive meanings.

Savitar is the sun god of the Rig-Veda. The word contains the
root su, meaning to drive or stimulate. Sewvifar, and its alternate in
mythology, surya, denote the splendor of the luminary and its irresisti-
ble energy. Savitar is the god who sees all things and notes all the
good and evil deeds of men. His power is irresistible. Age can not
touch him, and nothing can withstand his will. To him are addressed
the verses, ‘*Holiest of All the Veda:"’

“Aay the golden-eyed Savitar come bither,
Shining forth be rises from the lap of the dawn,

-9,) Praised by singers; He, my god, Savitar,
# Stepped forth and never missed bis place.
I Be steps forth, the splendor of the sky, the wide:
) seeing, far-shining, the shining wanderer.”

~—Rig:Deda, vii, 63.

B. 5. X.

— — —

19



The 1897-98 Savitar presents a picture of Columbia more than a hundred years ago.
Sanskrit was already being taught here then. The name of Professor James Blackwell figures
prominently as a powerful professor of the time. He also functioned as president of the univer-
sity for some time.

He was both a teacher and an administrator. Officially, he was a professor of Semitic and
modern languages and chairman of the faculty. Several students were studying Sanskrit under
his good guidance.

I believe Professor Blackwell was the European scholar-sage whose sagacious thought
brought Savitar to this university. Blackwell was a specialist in Latin and Greek. He could have
drawn from any classical Indo-European language, such as Greek or Latin. So, why did he
choose to draw from India and not from Europe? Why Sanskrit?

Sir William Jones of Great Britain, one of the greatest orientalists the world has ever
seen, had anticipated this question and answered it two hundred years ago. “Sanskrit is more
perfect than Greek, more copious than Latin and more exquisitely refined than either,” he wrote.

Image of God Brahma with two Bengal tigers, published in the 1920 edition of Savitar

20



Rooted in History

In 1994, a centennial volume of Savitar was produced to recapitulate the past and enlighten us
further about the roots of the yearbook and its name:

“Origins have challenged the human spirit to search through the path that is constantly
being created as it moves further from where it began. The origin of a name or a tradition can be
buried under piles of information and is often extremely difficult to uncover. Incredibly, the origin
of a core part of Mizzou’s history exists on campus 100 years later.

“The Savitar yearbook was first published in 1894. The published volumes stand still in
time as they unfold the story of how it began and what it meant to the students. The Savitar traced
its own history. From the beginning, the name Savitar was considered by the students provokingly
enigmatical. The editors of the first Savitar were intent on choosing a symbolic and significant
name for their mission publication.”

We have seen that the wise people of Columbia, who christened the MU yearbook after the
Vedic Savitar a century ago, have quoted a hymn in praise of the God Savitar saying that he is a
black and gold deity. The University of Missouri-Columbia could have also derived its black and
gold emblem from the same black and gold deity, Savitar.

However, what has been presented thus far represents only one aspect of the Lord Savitar:
a natural phenomenon. It emphasizes only His physical aspect; the external view; the bright form,
dazzling power and potential; the mighty majestic effulgence witnessed and experienced through
our physical sense organs such as eye and skin. But God Savitar has another aspect too — more
vital, truly internal, highly spiritual, tremendously transcendental and extremely subtle — that can
be perceived only through an internal organ, the mind, trained in traditional lore and learning.
This transcendental, abstract Savitar is the principal power presiding over the world of education
and learning and is much more meaningful and closely related to an institution of higher learning
such as MU. This invisible power provides the actual intellectual light, the acquisition and
assimilation of which is the highest goal — the summum bonum — of human life. This light may
lead a blessed being to realize the ultimate objective: immortality, freedom from the vicious
circle of birth and death and the final reunion with and assimilation into the Ultimate Reality, Om
Shanti, the Brahman.

The most sacred, highly honored, greatly celebrated and the premier and prime
Vedamantra is dedicated to God Savitar. It is called Savitri and is also known as the Gayatri,
since it is composed in that meter and protects its singer. This supreme holy hymn initiates the
student into the study of the Vedas, the Sacred Lore of the Aryans. Millions of devotees have
been reciting this mantra for their intellectual enlightenment and cultural advancement since the
creation began, and, according to the faithful Vedic believers, there was no beginning!

21



Savitar Brings Light From India

By Sarla Nagar, M.Ed., former curator,
MU Museum of Art and Archaeology, South Asian Collection

We present tis bodk, the twonfy-
sixfh Savifar, (o fhe sfadonfs of Old
Missouri as amirrored image of the
present school year.

Our aim has boon bgwroogm
Q,

review of the sfudent 1
accurately and enf%r:tainin ly. In
ng pace with the growth of
fhe University we have ly
anlarged this goak.\vo want fo call
attention in passing to a foafure
of the btook that has begn our
pride from the start-the arf work
ingpired by fhe ancient Hindumyth
of Savitar, the Sun God, from which
thae book got ifs nama.

Wo hg‘p&mat this Savitar is
worthy ¢ su t youhave
given 1f; that in future years you
will furn through its peges with
fond memories of the year 1615-20
at O Missouri. Our work is dona
If you are pleased with the resut
we will consider our offorts we
worth while




Interestingly and amazingly, there is a display of a figure of Dipa Lakshmi that illumi-
nates the Foreword page of the 1920 Savitar. This illuminated Foreword page in turn illumi-
nates the whole issue.

We admire the thoughtfulness, ingenuity and skill of the designer. Dipa Lakshmi, the
lamp-bearer, personifies the Goddess of Wealth and Prosperity and is invariably a lady because
it symbolizes the Sraddha of the devotee. The word Sraddha means faith of the devotee and is
feminine.

The designer has illustrated the figure in a style that fits very well with the locale. The
lady is decked with an ornamental headgear, nose buttons, earrings and a beautiful neck col-
lar. She stands on a special kind of pedestal and wears upper and lower garments designed in
a style not strictly Indian. She also wears footwear, which is not seen in Indian Dipa Laksh-
mis. She is holding a lamp with both hands and seems to be in South Indian style. A parrot
is perched on the right shoulder of the lady. It is the vehicle of Kamadeva, the god of love.
Lakshmi is here personified as beauty and goddess of wealth and prosperity.

Ancient Indian tradition and mythology regard the lamp as a symbol of inspiration and
aspiration. From Vedic times the lamp, as a source of light and symbol of wealth and prosperi-
ty, has been conceived as a sacred and auspicious object. It is used on all festive occasions and
ceremonies; in Indian domestic daily life, it is used for prayer.

Homes in India that honor the ancient Indian tradition have a kind of ritual every eve-
ning when the oil lamp is lit in a sacred spot. The children sit in front of the lamp and offer the
following prayer:

Subham bhavatu kalyanam arogyam sukhsampadah.
Atmabuddhiprakasaya dipajyotir namo stu te.

May there be all-pervading auspiciousness and happiness.
May there be plenty of peace, progress and prosperity.
May there be a harvest of health, wealth and happiness.
O benevolent Light of Lamp, I pay homage to thee for the enlightenment
of my soul and intellect. This is my prayer.

Dipa is made of clay, silver or brass but Dipa Lakshmis are usually made of bronze.
John Marshall discovered a female lamp-bearer from Dharmarajika Buddhist Stupa in Taxila,
dated 1st century A.D. The figure is made of red clay. She wears a necklace, and her hair, gath-
ered in chignon, is adorned with flowers. She wears a skirt, and her veil falls over her shoulder.
Her face is lit up with a smile, and she holds a lamp with both hands.

23
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The dipa (lamp) has a
great significance consisting of
three parts. First, a receptacle
with pinched mouth for wick, or
a circular shape. The second part

is the wick made with a small
cotton ball, which is elongated in
a way the edges are thinner and
the central part is thicker. Both
the edges, representing the indi-
vidual soul and supreme soul, are
joined together and twisted very

well to make it stiff. It is placed

in the receptacle, and ghee (pu-

Goddess Lakshmi on the cover of the 1920 Savitar, whose rified butter), which constitutes
editors considered the Indian artwork their “pride from the start”  the third part representing jnana

(true knowledge), is poured over
the wick in the receptacle. Ultimately, the lamp is lighted. All this preparation is made with

real devotion. It illuminates the soul of the donor and the faithful and gives great happiness and
prosperity to all.

O. C. Gangoly, a great authority on bronzes, has found inscriptions declaring that a pious
devotee’s donation of lamps was thought to be the best way of expressing his devotion to God.
It is interesting to note a reference to a penalty imposed during the reign of Kulottunga Chola
IIT (1178-1216): “A grant of his time records an accidental death of a man in a deer hunt, the
punishment for which was a fine to be utilized for burning a perpetual lamp in the temple for the
merit of the man who was killed ‘in order that he (the killer) may escape the possible mischief
of the revengeful soul of victim.””

There are many kinds of votive lamps, but the most commonly found are the arcana dipa
(stationary lamp) and the arati dipa (waving lamp). Arcana dipa is an eternally burning lamp
used to pay homage to deities for great happiness and prosperity. This category includes Nan-
da Dipai and Dipa Lakshmi. The former is rather functional and hangs from the ceiling, or is
placed on a stand to illuminate the inner sanctuaries of the temple. It is made with an intricate
arrangement of canals for the flow of oil to the wick from a concealed reservoir. The latter, Dipa
Lakshmi, or the lamp of beauty, adorns the outer sanctuary. It is decorative and is offered to
deity as a symbol of the burning devotion of the donor.



Pictured:

“Sanchi” is a highly valuable Buddist monument.
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EXPLORING SAVITAR

THROUGH THE YEARS

1891 - 1899

The University of Missouri yearbook was first printed in 1891 with the title of Index. The
yearbook then went on hiatus for four years, returning with the name Savitar in 1894. The
Savitar was published annually until it lost funding in 2006.

The 1897-98 issue explains for the first time where the publication gets its name. The Savitar,
sun god of the Rig-Veda, was chosen for both the sound of the word and the connection to
light and knowledge. It is also interesting to note that Savitar is traditionally seen in black and
gold, the same colors as the university.

The very first publication of the yearbook in 1891 shows its tie to the country of its name-
sake. Students who received a 96 to 100 percent after completing their classes in a given
department were given honorable mentions for their high scores in the 1891 Savitar. One of
the departments included was the department of Sanskrit, and 1891 was the first year Sanskrit
was taught at MU.



—

1891 “Honorable Mention”

Moncrable PRention—1889-80

—raf| e fane

All students who have finished the work of any department,
and who have reached in it an average grade of g6 to 100, shall
be named by the Professor in charge of such department in his
annual report to the President of the University for HONORABLE
MENTION in the catalogue; this fact of honorable mention shall
likewise be stated on the Commencement program in the case
of graduates.

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH.
Wm. Van Allen Catron. James Henry Coons.
DEPARTMENT OF LATIN.
Wm. Van Allen Catron, James Henry Coons,
DEPARTMENT OF GREEK,
Wm. Van Alien Catron. James Henry Coons.
DEPARTMENT OF HEEBREW,
Cleon Melville Hibbard.
DEPARTMENT OF SANSKRIT.
Gay Hancock.

DEPARTMENT OF METAPHYSICS,

Wm. Van Allen Catron. Nannie Sterne Coleman.
Frank Conley, James Henry Coons.
Cleon Melville Hibbard. Edwin Moss Watson.

Charles Page Williams.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY.

Cleon Melville Hibbard. Charles Page Williams.
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS,
Charles Page Williams.

DEFARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY.

Cleon Melville Hibbard. Charles Albert Swift.
Charles Page Williams.
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1900 - 1919

“A Word in Passing” in 1902 referenced the Savitar as an all-seeing and all-knowing being.
Though the five men working at the publication that year could not, by any earthly means, be
all-seeing and all-knowing, they say that they did their best. In the poem “Infantile Reflection,”
the author muses on the upsides of being a freshman, including the line, “And have my head
filled to the brim with Sanskrit roots and stuff.” The author could have named any subject or
department but chose Sanskrit.

A verse from the Rig-Veda is included in the 1908 Savitar, hailing the god as the “wide-seen,
far-shining ... wanderer.” It was noted that the god Savitar sees all things and records all things,
just as the publication Savitar attempts to do. The 1913 “What Savitar Means” reprints the same
verse from the Rig-Veda. The writer comments that the name gives the publication “beauty,
brightness, energy and power.” He credits the god as Hindu, most commonly appearing in the
Rig-Veda, and also gives the name of the Savitar’s alternate, Surya.

However, the 1913 “Traditions” contradicts itself elsewhere, calling Savitar a Greek god. It
states that the publication was not named for the aforementioned reasons but after a statue of this
Greek Savitar near the old administration building. The first explanation seems the much more
probable one, as there is no other reference to a Greek Savitar.

The 25th edition of the Savitar appeared in 1919, and within its rich pages the staff provided us a
short history of the publication. It summarizes the information from the other issues, adding that
Savitar comes from the root word su, which means to drive or stimulate.



1902 “A Word in Passing”

@A Word in (Passing

WAL

¢ Bas Seen (8¢ aim of the Mavifar Board fo mafle s
annuol vepresent eoery pBase of (Universifp fife. as (e name
“ Pavifar,” wiich is fhe Sun Bod of the Rig Leda who sces
oft, imypfies thot it sBoul® Do Jf is uscless fo sap that @¢
Bave Been unadle fo see aff, on account of fhe fimifed powxrs
of fine mm, Buf fo whatewer crtent s Hooe 8een successful
our readers are fo judge. Sor aff (Bc assistonce received from
sfubents and otfiers we are Banfful, aad eapecially would o
mention M. 9. 5. Croig ond the students of (Professor
@rfkency s art fass for ffc arfistic confrifutions whieh they
Bave made

AitH fBe ome wish of swccess to those who come efter

{ose this vofume. |
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1902 “Infantile Reflection”

ZZSAVITARZz

Jnfanfile Reflection

.

‘D hate to be the President,
And have to look so grave;

And always go to Sunday School,
And never misbehave.

And wouldn't it be horrid
To have a Ph. D,

And be a Head Professor
In the University,

And have my head filled to the brim,
With sanskrit roots and stuff,

And have to discipline the boys
When they're so awful tough?

'N I wouldn't be a Senior
For the whole United States,
Because they wear those mortar-boards
Upon their learned pates.

A Junior? No, I thank you;
Not a Junior Engineer,

For they are imps of darkness,
And their antics cost too dear.

But oh, don’t mention Sophomores!
For though they are so smarty,

The Profs. most always nab ‘em
When the Freshmen have a party.

I'm glad I'm just a Freshman,
And I hope I'll always be,

So there'll not be anybody
Expectin’ much of me.
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1908 “Foreword”
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“May the golden-eyed Savitar come hither,
Shining forth he rises from the lap of the dawn,
Praised by singers; He, my god, Savilar,
Stepped forth and never missed his place.

He steps forth, the splendor of the sky, the wide-

seen, far-shining, the shining wanderer.”
—Rig-Veda, vii, 63.

Thus, the most fervent prayer of the ancient Hindoo was to the sun-god,
Savitar. He was the god who saw all things, and recorded all the good and
evil deeds of men. His power was irresistible but uniformly beneficent.  Age
could not touch him, and nothing could withstand his wall
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1913 “What Savitar Means”

ORI A=)

What Savitar Means
%mﬂnr is the old Findu Sun-god. The word

comes (o us from the sacred writings of

the WHindus, ropecially in the Rig-Veda.
Sapitar and his alternate i mythelogy, Surya,
denote the splevdor of the honinary and its trre-
gistible power. There were e olher gods of
the Hiudus—oue for the carth and oue for the
air. To the Sun-ged this prager was offeced
daily: “Lrt us meditate on that excellent glory
of the Divine wivifying ®u; may he enlighten
our wnderstandings.”  Aud i the Big-UVeda he
was thus reverenoed:

“May the golden-eyed Sanitar
Come hither;
Shiniug forth be rises from
the lap of the dawn.
Praived by the vingers, be,
my god, Savitar,
Stepped forth and nroer missed
his place.
#ic steps forth, the splendor of
the sky, the wide-sering, far-shining,
the shining wanderer.”
~Rig-Veda, vil-63
Gherefore, in 1894 when the first ammal was
printed here, the editors selected the word Sauitar
as the title. 31 dewoted a book with brauty,
brighturss, ruergy and power.



1913 “Traditions”

TRADITIONS

Savitar

HE name Savitar was adopted for

the annual publication of the Uni-
versity from the Greek God, whose
statue was the gathering place for
students in the old Administration
Building.

*Editor’s note: The Savitar is not a Greek god, but the Vedic Sun God.
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1917 “Ode”

®de

O Thou!
To whom in rich Rig-Vedic hymn
An hallowed ancient priesthood prayer addressed,
With holocaust of praise
Ages agone,
When yet the truth shone dim,
And groping man, on his aconic quest,
To godship aught that mirrored God would raise
To stay his soul upon!

O Sun-god, Savitar!
Thou dazzling fount of life-persuasive Light!
Sublimest Mystery! Speeding from afar
Swift beams that burst o potent on the sight!
Thou radiant type of Strength and Youth.
Glowing eternally:
Behold! The concept of our youth,
This book we name for Thee!




1919 “A Short History”

A Short History of the Savitar

HE year 1919 marks the twenty-ffth appearance of the Savitar. The
first edition was ﬂ:bidnd by L. J. Marshall, a junior in 1895, and
since that time the book has always been published by members of the

Junior Class. The first Savitar, according to Marshall, was produced
with “fear and trembling, in the hope that some one in the distant future might
risc wp and call them blessed,” and was modestly dedicated “to the men and
women who had assisted in its production.” It was bound in blue and yellow
cloth and consisted of 150 pages. The Savitar tradition—that of portraving
the year's life of the students—has been adhered to with fidelity,  New pictures,
new jokes and improvements have been added each year but the atmosphere
is the same. The purposes and traditions of the Savitar have been followed
year after year. Recent issues have been perhaps a bit more flippant—a bit
more daring—but that is a matter of public opinion.

An explanation of the name, Savitar, is given in the fourth edition. that
of '08, which says it was chosen for its sound, size, and connetation. Savitar
it the Sun.God of the Rig-Veda, in Hindu mythology. [Its root, su, means
to drive or stimulate.  Savitar and its alternate, Surya, denotes dor of the
luminary and irresistible . He s the God who sees all things and notes
all the good and evil deeds of men. Nothing can withstand his will and age
cannot touch him.

From year to year the bindings of the Savitar have varied; from blue and

low cloth to straw-colored doth, black cloth, leather in gold, purple, green,
lack and brown, and half leather, half cloth in contrasting colors.  The book
of "98 is perhaps the most artistic. It is of green leather in gold outline in the
upper krtthnnd corner. The art work of the different departments partakes
more of the nature of the design than of the cartoon.

The dedications have covered a wide range.  Many consider that of the
*10 Savitar best of all, It is a book unusually permeated with the Tiger sganit.
It is a book of and for men primanly. dedication is wrnitten in these
words: “There was a minute last Thanksgiving Day whea that team was on
our one-yard line. To those who prayed, to those who swore, to those who
velled, :3 those who fought for Missouri during that one minute, this book is
dedicated.”

“To the memory of Eugene Field. once a student in the University,” is the
dedication of the "06 number, Mr, Ficld dicd that year. The "06 1wue was
dedicated to another writer, Mark Twain, who was born in Missouri and who
had a degree from the University.

Other decications have been 1o President A, Ross Hill, former President
Richard H. Jesse, Dean Walter Williams, “Daddy” DeFoe, the Old Guard,
former Gov. Lon V. Stephens, Coach H. F. Schulte, James S. Rollins, C. G.
Ross of the School of Journalism, William Lewis Parker, founder of the Parker
Memonial Hospital, David R. Francis, and those men from the Univeraty of
Missouri who fought in the Spanish-American War,

The former editors of the Savitar have been: 05, L. J. Marshall; "96,
M. H. Pemberton: ‘97, Aubrey C. Bush; "98, Frank Y. Gladney: "8, Arthur G,
Fichlin; '00, W. C. Barnhardt; 01, Mercer Arnold: "02, R. B. Caldwell; "03,
W. P. Woods; ‘04, W. C. Wood ; 05, R. W, Joaes; "06, Homer Croy; "07, A. H.
Kiskaddon ; "08, Walter W. Stewart; '00, Walter Stemmons: “10, Francis Stewart;
‘11, John F. Williams; ‘12, J. M. Blair: '13, Paul ]J. Thompson; ‘14, Rex B.
Magee; ‘15, Claude F. Clayton; *16, Don D. Patterson; *17, Duke N. Parry, "18,

John Kiersey.
Pege 82
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1920 - 1939

The 1930s saw the dawn of the first International Club at the University of Missouri. The club
began as a way for international students from different countries to connect, but when U.S.-born
students showed interest, they were not turned away. In fact, the club embraced all students.

The 1935 Savitar quoted the International Club at the time as saying, “We are dedicated to foster-
ing better understanding between nations. Each country represented in this Club is expected during
the year to present a program ... enabling foreign-born and American members to meet and ex-
change ideas about their respective countries, and to discuss matters of international significance.”
[Sic] India was one of 12 countries represented in the 1935 international club.

Missouri has hosted international students since its beginning in the 1800s. Although they were
not a significant presence on campus until the 1960s, they were able to connect and make them-
selves known through the International Club starting in the 1930s. India’s presence in the club—
and the club’s very existence—delves into the deeply rooted relationship between the university
and India, a connection that can be documented with the selection of the name Savitar for the
university’s yearbook in 1894-95.



1935 International Club

INTERNATIONAL CLUB

OFFICERS
May Day Lo Meumer Zexi
Presvdent Vice-President
ALICE JONES IcHiRo IwATATE
Secretary Treasurer

'l‘llll International Club. dedicated to fostering
better understanding between nations, accepts
as members all the foreign-born students in the
University and a limited number from the United
States genuinely interested in the Club and its work.,

Each country represented in the Club is ex-

pected during the year to present a program for the

May Day Lo Club at large and these gatherings enable foreign-

born and American members to meet and exchange

ideas about their respective countries, and to discuss matter of international significance.,

In addition, the Club offers to the University student body cach year a number of

educational projects designed to acquaint it with the various countries represented,
Among these are the Intermational Exhibit and the Pan-American Day program.

Thirteen countries and territories are represented in the Club this year. They are:
China, Hawaii, Turkey, Japan, The Philippine Islands, Puerto Rico, Canada, Germany,
Malestine, Sweden, India, Czechoslovakia, and the United States. The Chinese have the
largest foreign representation in the organization, with seven members, and are closely
followed by Turkey and the Philippine Islands with six each.

The Motto of the Club, “"Above All Nations is Humanity," exemplifies its efforts
o establish wholsome relations between countries and races,

Senx, Iwarare, Marsoon, Yasa, Smarmeo, Suve, Hences
Remx, Masos, Dusasiro, Yousa, Nasew, Woo, Vascr, Beosas
Commines, Torsspo, Gasony, Joxes, Surrm, Cosay, Baowse, Buocx
Mes. Youss, Leceno, Haosi, Gancia, SALUDEEL, LEONG, SHarae
Yo, Pror. Weasom, Mes, Weasom, Lo, Mes, Hecxer, Me. Hecxse, Mes. Hosnsen, Me. Hosasen
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1940 — 1959

The 50th anniversary issue in 1944 recounts the history of the publication, very similarly to the
25th anniversary issue. The 1952 “Dedication” also recounts the reasons Savitar was chosen as
the publication’s namesake.

In 1951 the “Femme Forum” hosted a recent visitor to India to talk about his trip, deepening the
women’s cultural knowledge. In 1958, students from the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority took

a trip to the Fiji Islands. They told the Savitar that on their trip they “joined with the natives in
a few songs and dances honoring the great god Savitar.” Through the yearbook and its annual
propagation of the name Savitar, the sun god and a bit of Indian culture became campus-wide
knowledge.



1944 “Dedication”

Gxn 18 YOUR PirTIRTH SAVITAR -

yours to keep and cherish as a record of the University of Missouri
during one of its most trying years, Let's look back for a moment
and trace a bit of our yearbook's history.

Fifty ycars ago last fall the students of the Junior Class feit a
need for publishing a lasting record of the year's highlights and
happenings. ° When the plan for publishing an annual was com-
plete and put into execution, the editors began casting about for a
suitable name —one that would carry with it associated significance,
and thereby express in a degree the full intent and purpose of the
proposed volume. After considerable research and cogitation,
Savitar was selected because we liked the size and sound of the
word, and because its associations bore with them appropriately
suggestive meanings.

“SAVITAR is the sun god of the Rig-Veda. * * * * SAVITAR
is the god who sees all things and records all the good and evil deeds
of men. His power is irresistible. Age cannot touch him, and
nothing can withstand his will. To him are addressed the verses,
‘Holiest of All the Veda:

‘May the golden-eyed SAVITAR come hither,
Shining forth, he rises from the lap of the dawn,
Praised by singers; he, my god SAVITAR,

Steps forth and never missed his place.

He steps forth, the splendor of the sky,

The wide-seeing, far shining. the shining wanderer.' "'+

~~Rig-Veda, vii, 63.

Thus has the work of that first staff been carried on each year
since through both war and peace. Let us dedicate this volume,
then, to the hope of a lasting peace after this turmeoil and to the
faith in young people such as those who represent our own Univer-
sity to promote higher education, better social living, and above all,
a world in which mankind may live together in peace.

~The Editor.
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1952 “Dedication”

DEDICATION

Ever since the publication of the initial number of
the Savitar. that of the year 1894-'95, its readers and
friends generally have agreed that Sawitar in sound
is pleasingly harmonious, but in meaning, not under-
standable.

Hence this short account of its christening. When
the plan for publishing an annual was complete and
put into execution, the editors began casting about
for a suitable name . . . one that would carry with
it associated significance and thereby express in a degree the full intent and purpose of

the proposed volume.

After considerable research, Savitar was selected because the editors liked the size and
sound of the word, and because its associations bore with them appropriately suggestive
meanings.

“Savitar is the sun god of the Rig-Veda, a collection of praises and hymns to the oldest and most
sacred gods of the East. The word contains the root ‘'su,” meaning to drive or stimulate.

“Savitar. and its alternate in mythology, surya, demote the splendor of the luminary and its
irresistible energy. God Savitar raises his banner high to provide light for all the world

“Savitar. the black and gold deity . . . golden-eyed. golden-haired. and golden-handed is the
god who sees all things and notes all the good and evil deeds of men

“Savitar outstreiches his hands, which shower light upon the worlds. His power is irresistible.
Age canmot touch him, and nothing can withstand his will. God Savitar comes toward us on his
golden chariot, surveying all creatures. To him are addressed the verses, ‘Holiest of All the Veda';

“May the golden-eged Savitar come hither,
Shinkng forih he rises from the lap of the dewn.

Praised by singers; he. my god. Sawitar,
Steppad jorth and never mised b ploce

He steps forth, the splendor of the sky, the :
wide-seeing, far-shining. the shiming wanderad.™
Rig-Veda, uli. &
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1951 “Femme Forum”

TOP ROW: Janet Felst, Janet McDosald, Peggy Marak
BOTTOM ROW: Mary Asn Hogueland, Marcel Lofsted, Dorothy Hodsen,

CRACKING THE ICE in the traditional cold war between Stephens and M.U. girks,
Femme Forum arranged a series of joint discussions with the Susies. The theme of the
new series was life at Stephens as opposed to life at the University. Other meetings
featured Paul Weaver, head of the Burrell class, who spoke on his trip to Indie, and
Dr. Fred McKinney, professor of psychology, who explained his plan for “Making
Friends with Parents.”
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1958 “Kappa Kappa Gamma”

IRISTMAS JON

Kuppu Kappa Gamima

Since World War 1l the Kappas have st sall cach fall
with very fow changes excopt for the crew. The good
ship KKG hed a facelifting bt summer and set sail on
the sca of college hile agamn in \.lll:nl-‘u. 1957, wuh
26 fine mew hands on deck. There were, however, 9
hardy old salloss who returned for their fourth and Fira
pounmey on this same shi Those beave scamer o 1
called Allen, Faurot, Games, Hoffman, James, Klinghail
Leber, Underwood, and Weatherly., Klingbeil headed

the crew

I'he vovage was a plensan: one There were o few mar
riages on board; and It looks a¢ if there mav be a prear
Ay e, s owe ran into 2 dameond e in e De
cember

There was boes of entertainment aboac I e uare

dance, which was reigned over by King Burniom Foed
was onc of the outstanding funcuions.

1o the bae wintey we Linded for aw hile on the l-“ I ™
and there "Illd with the matives i 2 foew wongs and

dances honoring the great god Saviar.

\l-- re weather wr vs 2 sail ngain We made » few S1og
on the way bhome-Greeltown for Greek Week, 1
Columns o ]“y Dav, and Jast but not lesst, Brewer

Field Howse for graduation

We hereby enter another voyage in the log.



1960 — 1979

The 1966 Savitar captured International Night and commented on the difficulties and culture
shock foreign exchange students many times experience. The Savitar writer reports that in 1966
the university had 460 foreign exchange students from 60 countries. Of those students, many
hailed from India and the Far East.

The 75th issue in 1969 promoted growth and change. A page titled “Hold It There, Mac!” repeats
and explains a graphic featured on the cover of the yearbook: a sun (representing Savitar) sur-
rounded by an arrow (representing growth and forward movement). Using the god’s symbolic
light and progressiveness as a guide, the staff took leaps to improve the publication. The 75th
issue includes color and photo essays.

The 1973 issue added to the illustrations. Savitar staff created a tiny, stylized sun to place
throughout the publication as an end-mark. The sun further reinforces the Vedic god’s image in
the minds of students and the face of the university.
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1963 “Origin of Savitar”

Origin of Savitar

Ever since the first Savitor was published in 1894-95, its reoders hove won-
dered about the origin of the nome. The editors of the first onnuol did o
considerable omount of searching until they found o nome that would
express the purpose of the yearbook And so SAVITAR was bomn.

“Savitar is the sun god of the Rig-Vedo, a collection of proses ond hymns to
the oldest and most sacred gods of the East. Savitar denotes the splendor of
the sun and its irresistible energy. God Sovitor roises his bannes high 1o
provice light for all the world

"Savitar, the black ond gold deity . . . golden.eyed, golden-haired and golden-
honded is the god who sees oll things ond notes oll the good and evil
deecds of men Savitar has Irresistible pomer. Age connot touch him and
nothing con withstond his will”

"May the golden-eyed Savitar come hither,
Shining forth he rises from the lop of the down,
Proised by singers, he, my god, Savitar,
Stepped forth and ngver missed his place
He steps forth, the splendor of the sky,

The wide seeing, far shining wonderer.”
Rig-Vedo, VII. 63

Like the legend for which it wos naomed, the Savitar strives to enlighten ond
to delight, 1o inspire and 1o guide. With these gools, the sixty-ninth edition
of the Sovitor presents the University of Missour:, 1963,



The international

The cultural shock of an entiwe'y different atmosphere i
the main adjustment for the foreign stedent whe comes 1o
the University of Missouri. Most of these students cre uied
%0 ane exem amd to qoing to class only when they want
so—they fimd it difficult to odjust 1o quizzes ond role toking.

Forelgn stucents at the Uriversily come from opproxi-
mately 60 countries, mainly Asio, India, Chimo ond olher
For Foslern courtries. This year, Colonel Theekind, Deon of
Foreign Students, soid there were 440 foreign sludents ca

.”"*‘*"qc

PR
-

As Indarsnins gid Mpe Thaphany Culage dominn »

-

o

fatase ol aued Mgt

1966 International Night

side of Mizzou

the Columbia compus

Several progrees are offered ro help foreign slu-
dents who altend colleges and weiversities in the United
States such as the African Scholor Program in American
Universities [ASPAY] cnd AID

Off-compus hewsing is preferred by mest foreign she-
denty becouse of expenze. In this way they cre free to
proctice their home cwstoms such o preparing their native
food
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1966 Foreword

Foreword

SAVITAR was born in 1894-95 ofier much searching for on
OppropTate name.

of the sun ond i
irresstible energy. God Sovitor rolses his bonner high o
provide light for all the world.”

"Saviter, the black ond gold deity golden eyed,
golden-hored. 0°d goder-handed Is the god who sees
dliohwndndnclhoﬁﬂ““dn-.
Savitor hos iresistible power. Age cannot teech him and
nothing con withstand s will.”

Uke the legend from which it wos named, te SAVITAR
srives 10 enlighten, inipire ond b
volume of the SAVITAR presests the University of Missouri,

physies bullding, o large oddiion 1o e Medice' Center,
@ new ¢o-¢d dormitory complex and Ihe barg

owned seclear reachor—the Reteorch Reocror Facility. Many
plans for other neaded additions are prelerty bolng dor-

|

Students will remember this yeor 0 one in which they
mibated meny progressive chonges. Due 1o the joint action
of focity ond studenhs @ mew speckers pelicy wos ac

copted ollowing controversiol spechers fo oppecr on ©
program wilthow! hoving 10 be bolonced by o specker with
the opposite point of view.

As the intellectual climate of the Uriversity is mowring,
the odministrotion is giving the stucents more respons bility
—this yeor one form of which wos the initicking of 0 sew
MQMM‘MO@*M*
the oge of 21, 10 Fve off.campus with no restriciced. Aloag
this same vein, ol women students eilther with seslar stand-
ing o of oge 21 ware aliowed the privilege of hoving heys
10 their lving writs when enticiparing coming in cher dosing
hours

One of ™o mojor issues concerming shdenhs, od-
minisbrabion and alumni wos that of “local ouonomy.” Thi
would Mave meoes that only aclive studen! menbens of

won of



1969 “Hold it there, Mac!”

Hold It There, Mac!

Don'tskipthis—it'sakey to therest of the book.
SAVITAR'S 75th anniversary is 1969. Instead
of reviewing the 1894 issue, we chose to take a
step, and a look, to the future by making some
changes in this volume,

Savitaris . . . "the sun-god of the Rig-Veda, »
collection of the praises and hymns to the old-

est and most sacred gods of the East, Sawtar

ible energy. . ag.bhis banner high
0 provide ti -

Savitar, ICHK N cle B . golden-
eyed, golde A : , ,

is the gcg

The yellows » 2 o reg ents Savitar,
Ands for progress
andchange.'S ideas in this anni-

versary issue 3

e spreading th&igolog throughout the

DOOK
e ight photo essg he megaversity
finding an idenuty megaversity,

parking, Dr. John Kuhiman, Urban Cri-
sis, graduate research, John “Hi" Sim-
mons, and the budget

e in-depth interviews with Kuhiman and
Simmons

e two-color posterized pictures on divi-
SiON pages.

Progress and change. The 1969 SAVITAR.
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1973 Note on Savitar

Savitar is . . . “the sun-god of the Rig-Veda, a
collection of the praises and hymns to the oldest
and most sacred gods of the East. Savitar denotes
the splendor of the sun and its irresistible energy.
Cod Savitar raises his banner high to provide the
world light.

“Savitar, the black and gold deity . . . golden-
eyed, golden-haired and golden-handed . . . is
the god who sees all things, and notes all good
and evil ceeds of men. Savitar has irresistible

power. Age cannot touch him and nothing can
withstand his will.”

The endmarks seen throughout the 1973
SAVITAR represent a stylized symbol of
the ancient god, Savitar. ©



1976 Note on Savitar
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1980 — 1999

The 1980 “Dear Reader” gave the usual brief summary of why the publication is named af-
ter the Vedic god. This time, the editors ended with: “But through its pages, the black-and-
gold kindred spirit of the Savitar will watch over us and record this year for eternity.”

As a country, the United States grew more and more open and progressive throughout the
1980s and 1990s. The year 1985 opened the floodgates for Indian culture in Columbia, Mis-
souri. A yearlong “Festival of India” took place at MU, Stephens College and the Columbia
Public Library. Art students studied the movements of Indian dancers, and many residents
attended festival events. University of Missouri photographers were recognized for pho-
tographs of their adventures in India, most notably “Two camel herders, camels and ciga-
rettes” and “Tailor Saves Sewing Machine.”

In 1993, the editor-in-chief of the Savitar announced that the publication would fall just
short of reaching its centennial. She said 1993 would likely be the Savitar’s last year due
to a lack of funding and student interest. But this was not the end, as the staft then thought.
The publication would continue for another 13 issues.

The Savitar’s 1994 centennial publication featured “Rooted in History,” a section that
delves into the origins and traditions of the yearbook that had documented the university
and its students for 100 years. The “Decade in Review” portion celebrated India and the
birth of the International Club in the 1930s.

A Maneater article included in the 1995 edition boasts that MU’s international communi-

ty was the largest and most active in the state. The Cultural Association of India’s “India
Night” included traditional dance, food and art of the country. The India Night dance photo-
graphs gracefully spanned the pages of the aptly named Savitar.



Dear Reader,

This was a yeaur when the Ti-
gers rose to number hive in the
national football ratings only to
end the scason with a bowl game
no one wanted to cliam. Stu-
dents fought to oust a curator
for sexist and racist remarks.
Fifty-three Americans were held
hostage in Iran. President Carter
reinstated registration for the
draft and Chrysler struggled 1o
make ends meet as did many ol
America’s unemployed.

History continues and it al-
witys will, To stop the clock s
impossible. But it is important
to tuke time to retlect on what
made this year memorable,

The 1980 Savitar will 1ake you
on a journcy through a vcar of
your life and bring back memo-
nes of that time,

The Savitar is the yearbook at
the University of Missouri, but
most people don’t know where
the word “*Savitar™" came from,

Savitar was the ancient Hin-
doo sun-god who saw all things
and recorded all the good and
evil deeds of men. The reason
the word waus chosen as the title
of the University of Missourni

1980 “Dear Reader”

yearbook was explained as fol
lows in the introduction of the
IXUK Savitar.

“ANer considerable research
and cogilation, Savitar was
selected becanse we liked the
size and the sound of the word,
and hecause its associnhions
hore with them, as we thought,
appropriately suggestive mean-
ings. "

‘Savitar 1s the sun god of
Rig-Veda. The word contains
the root su, meuning to drive or
stimulate. Savitar, and its alter-
native in mythology, swrva, de-
note the splendor of the lumi-
nary and its wresistible encrgy.
Savitar s the god who sees all
things and notes all the good and
evil deeds of men. His power is
irresistible. Age cannot touch
him. and nothing can withstand
his will.*'

As we grow older, the passing
of time will touch us In many
wiuys. But through its pages, the
hlack-and-gold kindered spirt of
the Savitar will watch over us
and record this year for eternity,

The Editors,
SAVITAR 1980
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1981 “Pictures of the Year”

ictures
of the year

Newspaper Photographer of the
Year George Wedding was
awarded first place in Pictorial for
his juxtaposition of a sallboat
against the San Francisco skyline
1973 Missouri grad Lauren
Stockbower has spent the last four
years freelancing in India, Nepal,
Tibet and Pakistan. Her pholo
placed third in magazine Pictorial,
David Waiters, a 1978 grad placed
first in Fashion lHlustration

George Wedding San Jose Mercury-News
Floating in the fog

Lauren Stockbower GEO

Two camel horders, camols & cigareties




1985 “Pictures of the Year”

Neean  angraphe e

Bch Y “The Loy oo o mew bol
"R men on 2 Texam pamhandies spread
n wind by dewpdishing Geong
Cormale? 3004 Thind plide L8 IAe Biganne |
sieg
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1987 Staff Page

FEditor Beth Fllioar,

o Tavrwe

The Savitar is a study in history, anthropolegy, socielogy
wnd journalism. To brouse through caeh volume is to un-
fold pages of time and see an era through the eyes of
students, 1o is by far more interesting than any texthook
because it is both personal and catertaining. By stadents
for students,

Begun in INM-98 with “the love of aur Alma Mater
and the thought of after years spurring us en,” the Savi
tar has continucd as onc of the nativns’ oldest continual-
Iy published annuals.

The Savitar'™s namesake is “"the sun-god of the Kigd
Voda, a collection of the praises and hymns to the aldest
and most sacred gods of the East.” Savitar, the black and
gold deity ... goldeneved, golden-haired, and golden.
handed. . .is the god wha sees all things, and notes all the
good snd evil decds of men. Age eannot touch him snd
nothing ean withsiand his will

This volume is 2 reflection of Savitar tradition as well
as the incorporation of new [deas and themes as s reflee.
tion of 19587, Our hops for this 93d appsarance of the
Savitar has oot steayed from that of the st that “some-
on¢ im the distant future *rise wp and call us blessed,’
bevanse of the lond memorics broudht back,” by the Savy
tar.



1993 “The Story of MU’s Yearbook”

The Story
of M.U.'s

saviar| Yearbook

Tt Joods Bike thas s the end. Not only the end of o yearbook, but the end
of a wadition, o history, and almost a century of memones. it s the end of
the Savitar and with it go the strugghes, cheers. and tnumphs of MU s
students.

Accordmg 10 Paula Ry lander. the current edisos of the Savitar, this issue
will probably be the bt due 10 2 bk of interest on the stedonts par.
Student interest in MU s yearbook has been on the decline during the last
ton years. Al one poind, bast year's issue was thought 10 be the Tast bot with
help from the Alumn Center, the Savitar was revived and rantrodeced in
a new soficover bannwal magarine formal called Refectom. Undontu
nately, this transformation wisn't enough 1o keep it alive

The Savitar experienced its highpoint about a decade ago when it was
considered one of the leading college yearbooks in the nation, receiving the
All-Amencan Ycarbook Award,

Accorting to Paula Rylander, the first Savitar was publishad in 1895 by
a group of smdents who wansed a record of their college memorics. The
book was named after the sungod of the Rig-Veda in Hinde theology. The
translathon means “1o stumulate of to dave.” 1 grew from a small publscation
centered around a few semors, 10 a large collection of images and stories
rellecting what went on throughow the year on campos, scross Colambia,
and wround the workd

According (o Amy Billingham., the current design editor of the Savitar,
students are losing 2 record of what their school was Like in the sense that
a yearbook i 0 history book. They will also miss owt on the memories
sparked by Mipping through the Savitar's pages. Billingham experienced a
“combination of relief and regret” upon hearing the news of the hook™s
dissolution. The relicf came as & reaction 1o the end of a long strugglec and
the regret came with the realization that students will probably miss the
yearbook i the (e

According 1o Paula Rylander, the loss of the Savitar will hit fusure sealors
the hardest. They will miss out on looking up their friends and reminiscing
about the year they graduated. "By losing the yearbook. they re losing part
of the history ol the school ™ she said

In the first volume of the Savitar, the editors wrote a grecting which
wcluded these thoughts— “Since this is the first Annual ever published m
our University the plan pursued has beea, 10 some degree, an experiment.
<+« I is with much fear and trembling that we submit our masden cffort 1o
the mercies of a cntical world, but the love of our Alma Mater and the
thought of after years spars us on.”

Foe mow the tradition will have o end

Jennifer Foree

i .v.'.-ccl;‘w!r".f

i -
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1994 “Rooted in History”

1 8 the year of
cighiomn-Tundrd cd ey~ 4

e ——

ROOTED IN HISTORY

rgins have challenged the humnan spirt 10 scarch
throngh the pach that is cox istantly bemg created ol
rones further froan whese it began The ongin of o
name or a tradicion can be buned under pdes of infocnation and s often
extrenely ddlicult 0 unconee Incredibly the orgin of a core part of
Mizzon's history exists on campas 100 years laker
The Smwitar vearbook was st publahed in 1894 The putdshed
volumes sand still in time as they unfold the story of o i began and
what 1t meant 1o the studenis. The Savitar trisced s own lastony: From
the beginning, the noame Saviter was considered by the students
‘pronokingly enig naical”
The editoes of the first Savicar were inient oo choosing o
symbolic and significant name lor their mission publicaon
Ihe first tall wrote: “Savitar was solected bocause we liked the
stz and soumd of the word, and bocause its associations Savit is the sun
god of the Righida The wond contams the oot su, meaning 1o dive o
stimubate, Swvitar and s allemae i mvithology, surva, denoie the splendos
of e lurmenany and its mreastible enemgy. Savitar s the god who sees all
things and noses all the good and evil deeds of men. His power is
imesistible Age cannot ol hime and nothing can withstand his will”

The 1894 Sairarsold for S 1500 That price included postage



1994 “Decade in Review”

NATIONS 8 EXCELLENCE

v el Y ery taled | we
<ily h-c'nv b Iween v
sonted
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1995 Maneater Article

Multicultural organizations
provide international activities

T he Missouri Stsdents  Association may nol  lant
be thought of as an international orgamiza “Every one of their events is open to everybody,” Burke sasd. *We
uon, however one comminee of the MSA certainly s always wanl more Americans 10 come o more programs. That's our
The Intermational Programeang Commitice sponsors several  challempe every vear™
multinational programs throughout the year, Most are open to ¢v- Anna Roguting, a new member of the IPC, sald programming »
eryone, said Robert Barke, program coordinator for International  designed 1o promote “better understanding between mterationals ane
Stwudent and Scholar Services. Amenicms,
Burke said no other campus in the state can generase the lange “The goal is 10 unite all students and make sure we have our yoxe
scope of intemational activitics MU does. He added that the inter- 10 the university,” Rogating sad.
national student popalaton here is Larger than any other campus in IPC mactings arc antended by people of many different ratonak

e state. ties

“The IPC really erergizes those resources and ercouriges sis- “There are merbers from alosost all cosmrics.™ Rogating said
Gonds here 10 share theur Caltures and hewr penspectives with the  “ Evervbody who s imerested s welcome - including Americam.”
whole campus.” he said. One major cvent s India Night. Billed as a mght of “mciliuows

The “whole campus™ pert of the programs is the most wpoe  msss and sontillating dences.”™ the program is prescneed by the O
sl Association of Tndia.

Vibhw Gupta, vice president of the assosiation, said here are sev-
| <ral reasons for students of all cultures to sttend

“I's a froe show, and it's a show that preseats all the things [ada
has o offer,” she sud

Gupta said India Night provides a mixiare of old and new Indus

culture,
‘ Iotcrmatsonal Coffce Hour, held the first Frday of cach month, b
anceher activity coordinated through the IIRC. Each month, a recog
nized student organd zation hosts an open coffee hour i the bascoen
of Beady Commons, Students from the hosting organization e (e
| cotfec hour as en opportumity to share informution and traditions abuos
thew country with others

The IPC abso organizes the Tnsernational Bazaar, an ouedoor fat
| beld cach Ocwber International stsdent organizations are mviled &
st up booths und share nformation about the country amd it cov
oms.

“That's one of the major activities the commitiee really support
and coordinates,” Burke said.

LDan Gondew
Cowrtesy of The Maneal”




1995 “India Night”

%

Members of the Cultural Association of India (Padma Reddy, Vibha Gupta, Shipa
Alimchandani, Shavari Parghi and Nita Gupta, from left) rehearse dance steps for
India Night. The International Program Committee sponsors several multicultural
cvents, such as India Night, during the year. (Photo by Bryan Blumer)
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1997 “Forty Years”

Every organization begins with the hopes of a
long and prosperous future. One such organiza-
tion at this University has found just that, The
Culrural Association of India(CAl). The CAI has
implemented involvement in the University for
forty years, and to dare is sdll a popular and
exciting organization.

With student life organizations being made in
1954, the CAl was one of the first organizations
at Mizzou. The first president of the organiza-
tion, Balakrishna Reddy, signed the constitution
on October 4, 1957. In addition to this year

¢ fortieth anniversary of the Association, it also marks the fiftieth year of
dependence. The acrivities of this association have proven success in
community and the school.

¢ association is open ro every one, currently 100 students are members
n to the 150 families, It was estimated that 500 people in roral are
The CAI works 1o educare people of the Indian

addition to welcoming students from India. by Andrea Zanter
fities are set up which enable exchange students

casier adjustment. Some such activities include che spring picnic, the
indi movies, and India-Nite Extravaganza. The association is also
community activities such as the Fall Festival, International Bazaar,
ration, the [nternational Fashion Show, Diabetes Walk, and classi-

ar marks one of the few year that the association has had a women
ddha Sukeankar. The Current advisor is Dr. Ranadhir Mitra.

the success of the CAI “to the pasr advisors and student commit-
had integral activism in the association.

ciation has proven that it is possible ro establish an organization

involvement with the student body, the faculty, and the commu-
not only marks a success of the Cultural Associarion of India, it
f the Student Life division at the Universicy.



1997 “The Savitar”

amed after an Indian Sun God, whose name means perscverance, the

Savitar aims to preserve the memorics of a vear. | he greatest accom

pliﬂ'um‘nt of this rll‘.‘T~ ation 18 o allow one o relive a memaory, while

{NC Ereatest i hicvement is l’uh";n;: th .P}r rof Mizzou alive trom wathin

these pages. It is with great

=

hope that the 1997 issue has fulhilled this tradinor
.\'.n r}n' S v,i.'.‘nr .'c.:"im;f f Carncst to Pr(‘w'ru_ ‘hc memones of life ar \11 31

1OF VCArsS tO Come
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2000 - 2006

The Savitar’s 2002 edition included a page on Sangam, an effort put forth by the South Asian
Students Association at the University of Missouri and nearby Stephens College and Columbia
College. The group put on social and educational events to promote knowledge and understanding
of South Asian culture.

The 2003 yearbook spotlights the university’s Vedic Society, a group of students dedicated to
studying and living out the principles in the Vedas. Indian culture and Hindu practice were alive
and well in this organization, and any student was welcome.

The 2006 Savitar yearbook became the last edition before the publication’s cancellation due to
low yearbook sales, dwindling staff and budget cuts.



2002 “Promoting Harmony”

Promoting

Harmony

Sangam works to promote unity and to create an understanding of South
Asian culture through social and informative events.

Story by Ghazala Irshad

angam, the Hindi word for harmony, 1s the perfect ex-
pression for the unification of the South Asian Stu-
dents Association at MU, Columbia College and
Stephens College. Although South Asia is composed of seven

countres, Sangam’s members are bonded by their mission to
promose unity among themselves and to create an understand
ing of South Asian culture through social and informative
ovents

Socially, Sangam allows members to meet new people
through its involvement in Intemational Night, the Interna-
tional Fashion Show, International Bazaar and the
Multicultural Extravaganza during Homecoming Wecek. Mem
bers can network with other schools through events such as
the INDUS Formal in Kansas City

Sangam is also ¢ducational; members could leamn
about themselves as well as others through the interracial dat-

Back row from left:
Khalid Alam (webmaster), Anjuli
Dahiya (community service
chair), Sathya Vadivelu, Rupa
Rajagopalan

Front row from lefl:
Scher Wahidi (secretary), Amy
Kotwani (president)

ing forum held on Oct. 9 and conferences with SASA, the
national South Asian Students Allance,

Sangam benefits members in that they feel more com.-
fortable wath their herstage in the United States and are proud
of their culwre, but they also have fun. Scher Wahadh, secre-
lary, says, “1 was attracted to Sangam because of its laid-
back atmosphere, and | stayed because | made lots of new
fnends.”

Amy Kotwani, president, agrees. “There is not a ot
of diversity activity on campus,” she said. In addition to pro-
moting diversity awareness, the fnendships Sangam creates
are based on similar backgrounds and situations. “Its nice to
know there are people out there who <an relate 1o me as an
Indian student growing up in Amenica,” says freshman Jamie
Joi. She said Sangam is important because it “helps others in
becoming more culturally aware.™

SANGAM « 307
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2003 “Vedic Society”

Vedic Society

Anup Bidess, Chivani Seshadol-\Wetmaster, Vineesha Areli-President, Kunal Raval, Amrita Singh-

Treasurer

Th( Vedas are ancient books of knowledge originating
from India. The obdest works are over S000 years old. The Vedis
are writren in Samskrit, an ancient Indic Language that is the lan-
gage of Hinduism. Certain pares of the Viedas are familiar o
swome people such as the Mahabharats but other pants arc un-
known, 1he Vedas sorve 1o grve praciscal and darect instruction
on all aspects of life, both spiritual and marerial,

Vedic is a word meaning of or relating to the Veda or
Vedas, At MU, there is a group dedicared to studying the Vedas
and its principles. Thar sociery is the Vadic Sociery

e Vedic Sociery consists of members who are inecr

estod in meditanion and yoga as well as Vedsc topics

312 <& Vedic Seciety

64

odie Snenet
v MUY UG V
The Shajan Procadure has 17 steps. /™

LY}
Thetwelfthstap oftheprocedure AL A

B CAINtIng the Unhversal Vedic prayer

Asato Maa Sad Gamaya
Tamaszo Maa Jyotir Gamaya
Mrityor Maa Anwitan Gamaya
Om, Shanti, Shanti, Shantihi.

From the Unreal, lead me to the Real.
Fram Darkness, lead me to the Light.

-

s
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Some Outstanding
Om Shanti Mandiram Publications
By Dr. Murarilal Nagar and Associates

All are available worldwide with MOspace, an online repertoire of the faculty
publications of the University of Mo. Columbia. (http://mospace.umsystem.edu/)

Many more are awaiting in line to go online.

Adi Shankara at Mandhata and Mahishmati (2012)
American Connection Continued: The Panjab After Dickinson (2012)

Anuvarga-siici-kalpa (1953)

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

MOST CULTIVATED IN THE FERTILE FIELD OF ELLIS LIBRARY

OO OO OO OO OO OO

Ashvattha is Shri Krishna (2011)

Bilhana’s Vikramankadevacarita and its neo-expounders (1999)
Bilhana’s Vikramankadevacarita and its neo-expounders (2001)
Borden Brings American Librarianship to India (2013)

Contributions of Asa Don Dickinson (1876-1960): First American Library Pioneer in British
India (1990)

Indian Library Scene as seen at the dawn of independence (2006)

Laukika-Nyaya-Sangraha (1998)

Laukika-Nyaya-Ratnakara: An ocean of gems crystalized as the maxims of interpretation (1998)
Laukikanyayafjali (1998)

Mahatt Mahishmatt Mahan Maheshara (2013)



Mahishmatt Mahatmya: An Ancient City of India Glorified. Original Sanskrit text with Hindi
translation (2013)

Om at Home in America: Svami Rama Tirtha enlightens (2000)

OM: One God Universal Garland of Offerings #6: Om ityetad Aksharam idam Sarvam—Mandukya
(2012)

Om: One God Universal: A garland of offerings, Number 1 (1999)

Om: One God Universal: A garland of offerings, Number 3 (1993)

Om: One God Universal: Read and Realize (a select bibliography) (2001)

Omkara Mandhata: a paradise for pilgrims, Bibliography (2011)
Omkara-Mandhata-Mukti-Dhama: a paradise for pilgrims (2006)

Pranavakalpa (Pranavakalpa-Upasana-Vidhi-Vidhana): An Ancient Sanskrit Classic (2002)

Report of the proceedings of the Fifth Wheat Loan Library Workshop, Delhi, March 5-9, 1962
(1963)

A Sanskrit Librarian Comes to America (1999)
Shri Sayajirao Gaikwad, Maharaja of Baroda: the prime promoter of public libraries (1992)
Siddhavarakita (Digambara Jaina Siddhakshetra) (2013)

Siddheshvara Shivalaya: The Richest Treasure of Art, Architecture and Sculpture on Omkara
Mandhata Mukti Dhama A Holy Hilly Island of OM (2012)

TULIP: The universal list of Indian periodicals: A million dollar project (1986)

A union list of learned American serials in Indian libraries (1966)

Universal Laws of Interpretation (1998)

Vedic God of light and learning the Savitar alights at University of Missouri (2013)

What they say: Indian librarians speak on the wheat loan program: A glorious era in the history of
Indo-American library cooperation (1986)

William Alanson Borden (1853-1931): An apostle of international librarianship (1992)
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India in Columbia

The Proposal
There has been a long and close cultural cooperation between Columbia and India.

Savitar, the UM yearbook, derived its identity--name, fame, ideas, ideals and matter, from Savitar, the Vedic
Sun-God of India. This inspiration and drawing from the reservoir of India’s cultural heritage is continued even
today.

Sanskrit, the most ancient universal living language, was taught here as early as 1893. It is still being taught
today.

The Museum of Art and Archaeology has developed a very rich collection of India’s art objects. Its Gandharan
art exhibition was unique in many respects. This was the first ever exhibition of its own holdings in the history
of this Museum.

The University Library possesses by now one of the best South Asia collections in the world.

The South Asia Studies Program of the University of Missouri at Columbia has played a significant role in pro-
moting India’s culture and tradition through its distinguished faculty, alumni and publications.

And so has done the Cultural Association of India, an active student organization of UM, by playing host to
prominent musicians and dancers as well as distinguished scholars from time to time over the past forty years.
And some wise UM students with great foresight and admirable vision have inaugurated the Vedic Society on
the campus for the promotion of India’s culture and tradition.

UM cooperated with the Central Government of India in establishing the University of Agricultural Science and
Technology at Bhubaneswar, Orissa (India) following the model of the Land Grant Colleges.

Many faculty members of UM have developed their own rich collections of art, archi-tecture, sculpture, paint-
ings and many other memorabilia from India.

Om Shanti Mandiram is now working on a project of preparing and publishing an authentic, detailed and de-
scriptive account of this excellent cultural cooperation and its outcome in the form of a symposium. The UM
faculty members who played significant role in this unique international cultural cooperation are requested here-
by to contribute their own share of writing for the unique record. It will glorify UM as well the contributors.

Methods and Means

The preceding document has proposed a promising project. An attempt will be made now to offer in an outline
form the methods, means and the cost involved to achieve the goal.

It is learnt that Mrs. Betty Robins (associated with the University for long) has collected a great deal of data and
documents pertaining to the project briefly described above. An attempt will be made to acquire the information
she has collected and to try to incorporate it all in our proposed report.



It will be necessary to secure the services of a competent scholar well versed in Indian lore to collect the infor-
mation and organize it for proper presentation in the form of a published monograph. He / she will work in an
honorary capacity but will be paid some honorarium. The work will take approximately three months.

The compiler-editor will work in close cooperation with the related departments, offices, and the faculty of UM
to gather the required information. He will need a mobile computer (a laptop), an absolute necessity for the kind
of work proposed herein.

The UM Yearbook named Savitar extends to approximately 110 volumes. They are all preserved in the Rare
Book Room of the University Library. A compiler-editor assigned by the Mandiram is already going through the
complete set, volume-by-volume and page-by-page to collect information on the relative writings and pictures
published therein. We have realized that when this is completed in a comprehensive and systematic manner it
shall yield valuable information so far buried in perishable paper files, unknown and unused—almost lost to
posterity.

It will be necessary to employ one or two student assistants for routine work and to run errands.

It is expected that the total cost of the preparation and publication of this historical record will amount to a min-
imum of $15000. It is hoped that the needed funds might come, at least in part, from the University since it is
one of its legitimate functions.

The publication as proposed would be a good means of publicity and promotion of the services rendered by the
University, its academic wing and the alumni at large to the entire world.

UM has invested millions of dollars in acquiring, preserving, and serving India’s cultural wealth, its repositories
and representations. For example, the total actual and virtual cost of TULIP (The Universal / Union List of Indi-
an Periodicals) alone exceeded one million dollars. The amount needed to accomplish this noble goal of record-
ing the past for the future is only an infinitesimal fraction of what has already been invested by all.

Murarilal Nagar, Librarian Emeritus — May 1, 2003
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Shraddhanjali

An Appreciation

This present work on Savitar is a class by itself. Its contents may not be outstanding,
but its value lies in its offering.

Devotees who honor the River Ganga as the mother, go to her, pick up some water of
the Ganga herself in their anjali (joined palms) and pour over her!

The value does not lie in water but in the devotion and gratefulness through which it is
offered.

By the Grace of OM: One God Universal I have remained associated with the
University of Missouri since 1965! It has given me all that a student like me would like
to have. This has been my field of operation—karma-bhuumi, that is the field of action
and operation.

Savitar may be my last work, but it is unique in more than one way. It is an
acknowledgement and appreciation of the debt of the facilities and opportunities

provided by the field for intellectual activities.

[ am glad that both the title pages designed and provided by us tell everything any
student like me could say in appreciation.

The contents of the whole book do not matter as much as the two title pages do.

Om Shanti. OMLN



Ellis Library of the University of Missouri, Columbia
promotes Indo-American cultural cooperation.
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Ellis Library of the University of Missouri,
Columbia has always served as the Spring
for Indo-American cultural cooperation.

The facade of the new, award-winning
west entrance 1s inviting.

omshanti@missouri.edu
http://omshantimandiram.org




