William Stephenson

Distinguished Research Profe;

of Advertising

By Arthur B. Pine

Dr. William Stephenson, the famous British psychol
ogist who came 10 the Univ freedom 1o
do research, would like 1o give the same privileges 1o
predoctoral students at Missouri—by cutting their
course work inhalf

Himsell the recipient of two Ph.D. degrees, and an
adviser 10 graduate students at Missouri since 198,
Stephenson thinks predoctoral students have “far
before they begin theit
dissertations. “Ph.D). students should have n
itude For M.A_ aliatsthe sy cour
work in addition o the
further work. But when a student is working 9
D, ics time he was truly on his own.”

In place of half the course work, Stephenson sug
gests, more emphasis should be placed on the doctoral
Students should spend eight hour
on rescarch for two straight years. That's the only
real way to get at it. 1¢’s a good thing for students to
do their rescarch in collabor in some respects,
with one or more classmates who arc working in the
same area. ‘They learn from each other that way
What they produce is likely to be more thorough

ensity seeking

o many courses 1o take
ore Tt
he says.

thesis is good 1 or

dissert a day
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and more valuable than what
produce.”

To Siephenson, whose job as Distinguished Re
search Professor of Advertising at the School of Jour
nalism gives him access to computers, IBM machines
and graduate assistants, twentieth century research
impossible without the proper cquipment and work

He has the highest p

tions.
ise for the University's new
05, Computer, which he and his students
lerably. But he would like 1o sec more lab
made available for basic research into
ication, from which ad
ool e I (o B

e physical equipment
. work and

oratory space
ool [ o
ertising
PID, st 1o ave
R Sesrci EnaA ORIl o he
he says, they can hold conferenc
Keep their research materials, just like faculty me
bers. They should be given ks, desks and privat
cubicles—bigger than just a carrel in the 0
O A T T o Ul should
fecl that his work deserves a_place in
sty building—that he’s not just a cc

“where
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“T'he emphasis for pre-doctoral students now is
they

are geting imsruction rather dran reseach e
A recent White House C
e misplaced
emphasis in instruction in this country generally

An emphasis on producing better resulis has been
on Stephenson’s most of years,
Twentysix years ago Stephenson fathered the famous

Ytechnique” for social science and - psychological
research—a radical method for measurement  that
bases itsell on the centrality of the self and not
measuring individual differences in personality
Qtechnique, now widely accepted among world uni

s, may well be the only truly, basic method of
measurement upon which social science, in its sub
n rely

graduate students learning the Q-technique
in his classes in communications theory and rescarch
methods in the School of Jour

tee has made

one of the most frank, enteaining,enlighiening e

enjoyable. professors in the Unive
Speaking rapidly in a distinctively

Stephenson is one of the most high

British accent,
yanimate men
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faculty. He smiles, winces, leans
strum slowly, walks swiftly around in
of the room, seribbles half a name or the fust
part of a formula on the blackboard, and alternates

between joviality and clegance. He explains communi-
catons eearl in eems o the people i ek 10 -
scribe and acquaints his students eritically with fa.
mous ,M.m.w.‘.x theorists, life-asagame, science

W the value of the scientific method, brings ac-
ademics 1o reality through everyday examples, cites
instances from his own experiences and above all

instills i

is students an excitement for leamning and
a respect for science

“I can't parrot back in 1-2:3 terms what he'
me this semestr,” one M.A. candidate says
changed my thinking entircly
be more investigative and scie e
To Stephenson, science is a way of life. Since his
childhood, he has successfully compounded the arts
with the sciences, fusing them in his own life to prove
that they are interdependent,

The fusion began in grammar school near Dutham,
in the north of England—Siephenson’s birthplace—

taught
“but its
made me want to
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station

Stephenson o

when he first felt a conflict between his ambitions for
the arts and the sciences. He liked physics and
eral science as he enjoyed practici
skills at essay-writing, Latin and drawing. His choice

A Durham University to study medicine—
y one. He studied physics insiead

1o the
Later,
jine his scicnce with psychol

cum laude) in physics in 1
Stephenson was to com

and become one of the most versatile figures in
British psychology

AU the sge o
degree in physics

enson had earned a Ph.D.
subject which overtook medicine
as his first love at college. *Topping” his exams, he
continued his research, having had several scientific
papers published by the time he was 25, He
+ college fellowship and used it in
cho-physical methods—a subject that he  thought
would give him a fringe area for his physics—at Uni
at London University. Studying under
the famous psychologists Dr. Charles Spearman and
Sit Cyril Burt, Stephenson carned a Ph.D. in psychol
ogy in the Arts Faculty at London University in 1929
—his sccond doctorate, at the age of 27.

On Christmas morning of that same year, in “the
old priory church on the moors at a place called
Muggleswick, where we both had cottages,” Stephen.

A Miss Mamic Richardson, a fine arts grad:
wate he knew from Durham,

Together, they began married life on Ste v
salaries as a parttime research assistant o Dr. Spear

parttime ttor and free-lance journalist. * did
articles for the London Evening Standard,” he s

“I used to write articles on dreams and the like, ap-

plying psychology, and ran a series of psychological

eccived
1g26, 10 study psy-

son marr

The animated personality of Dr. Stephenson is reflected
in the photographs on these pages. They
when he appeared on

Maoderator is Dr
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were made
Missouri Forum” on the University's television
Edward C. Lambert, at right.

tests called “Psychowzigs.” 1
for the Sunda nicle

It was then that Stephenson became interested
the mathematical methods of psychology, many of
which are wsed in_ operatons of rescarh tody 1
developed a major interest in factor analysis,
. Spearman raught me very litle psychol
a great deal of methodology

With math, science mxl|m‘1m|ng\ in combinatio
Stephenson would have a natw
and marketing research.
after more study.

also wrote some articles

1 opening in statistics
But that would come later,

In 1935, Stephenson was appointed assistnt_di
tector of the new Institute of Experimental Paychol-
ogy at Oxford. He received another degree—an M.A
“at Corpus Christi College at Oxford. During the
next 13 years as an Osford don, Stephenson became
wellknown as a research psychologist. He was Ox
fords first Reader in Experimental Psychology and
was. invol developing the Honors School in
Philosophy and Physiology at Oxford.
Batween 1940 and 1946—the war e
Stephenson had no students. Instead, he was kept
busy working for the Brith government in pyche
logical rescarch. For the Central Trade Test Board
in the Air Ministry, sh]xhlumnnhu[w)[n(l the men
testing system used by the RAF WAF. In 1943,
when he completed the system, he o]
The British Army next commissioned him to work
as a consultant_ o the Director-General of the Med
ces. With a War Office appointment as brig:
cral, Stephenson visited India to advise on
r of Indian officers and wrote trai
structors i the British Army,

Ived in
Psychology,

s—Professor

ng man

with the war over, Stephenson held jobs as
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an Oxford Reader xperimental Prychology, an
army officer, and a_ cons vational re.
search for the J. Walter Thompson it ng agency
in London—"to cke out expenses so 1 could live at
Oxford.” Probably, he was the highest-paid psychol.
o in  the
year, mpmumu nux\u\ an invitation that
“num later make him take o American citizen-
ship and leave I-ngl.nu! for ,.L..mm ni residence
the United State: American Psychological Asso-
ciation granted him Tz (o o G sy
tour U.S. psychology departments. His $1,000 got
1 as far west as Chicago, where he later
visiting professor at the Un
cago—"t0 get a better look at the U.

After looking, Stephenson decided that *1
wnity for my kind of work was better her
ln;,l.nnl In England, there was not lllu(hnpp tunity

for graduate res most of the colleges are only
undergraduate. At Chicago, i W s
L\u-llunl postgraduate students. For .m first time, 1
felt 1 had freedom t0 do what I wanted.” His family
joined “him in Chi

the oppor:

also doing
g Iinn\, sen

Stephenson \m)u! g second ye:

ing Chicago advert
a wrademark Taw firm
cehnique. His study of ||unnn ittt 0
ago kept him in contact of the greatest
peychological and sociological m ads In the country

Carl Rogers, David Riesman, Everett Hughes and
others.

k

as a consuliant to

Stephenson IR M vi
sor at Berkeley
Ames professor at e L.mmm of Wa
Seattle. In 1g5; icago, chicfly for financia
reasons. “I simply had to make some money,” he says.
My children were getting older and I had to keep
my head above y wasn't enough.”

fonal Institutes
o

iting profes

m considered wor
. The housing situation
and s‘cphc.w.. c
that,” he
h opportunitics, w
ave enough time o o

in my own field.”

The time ,.m| Imcdum Stephenson wanted were
available at Mis e D'Arcy Advertising Ag
rn. whom mphum.x. Had dor work
York, introduced him to the School ()[ ]nunml n
)mpm naterially to make an attra ppointment
for him 15 a Disinguished Rescarch Drofeworeone
of the first such professorships in the University.
it the University,” he says, s most delighiful
ne can work without any undue interrup-
{fons We limve enough to satisfy us between our trav-

nally 10 New York

e icigo and
the various cultural cvents at the

University. And
we've made more friends here in a fes nmnlh» than
enwich in all those years. We like

very much. waveling he uhl\ 10 usually
involves consultation work,

Liking the U. § enc stay here caused Ste-
phenson 1o take out American citizenship in 1956, “T
felt I should show the way to my children,” he says.
1 have ry warm attachment to Britain, but I like
the idea of the great social equality we have in this
country; you don't see that in Britain uch. 1
T Ry G e B ey

gh to

girls can have an equal opportunity for good edu
s four children have had the oppor-
e education he wanted: His daughter

Mariel, wil ed from Bennington
tended the U 1\|\(1\|1) of
Wiscons Ford scholarship and was grad
uated from the Yale Law School. And his youngest
s t the University Laboratory School in

Averil went xo( )\N.I;,n University: another xIAu;,hu-l,
ad Iy

butor to several psycho journals and
o c.m... u[ others in the past, Stephenson will

h his third and fourth books later this year
will concern a new theory of mass commu
the other is Intimations of Self-Psychology.

fter work, he enjoys golf, long walks, aiticizing
his wi ntings and nurturing a quiet war against
cigaretiesmoking, which he thinks is annoying to
non-smokers.

One
ication

are just as good
s I've scen anywhere, Fm great:
I sl ith che quality ol che DA, hetes e
seen here at the School of Journ: The idea that
e wadens s ok T quite mistiken,

R e
e level—particularly the pre-doctoral
I('p||n\\ull hopes 1o attract. the
needed rescarch personnel for
theory. “Such research,” he says,
educatlon beforeland; but [t can be weful in s
psychology and political science as wel
]mlnmh\m We need more people in the field who can
. That's why the right tec

His students at Missouri, he says,
s any graduate studen

s commu

ations
“requires a liberal

iques e
uupnmm
Impor

7 e of technique is emphasized by Ste-
phenson every day. He s trying toshow that “the mass
positive rmmmn in vespect 10 leisure—
Rl .mp TR b
agazines, v.nllmlu d e
will be ¢

y sort.” His study
ass medi—iws
vision—on the Am
e basis for the radical ch:
in the media which \Imn!d come in the

e
next few
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