Is the Graduate School
In Step With the Times?
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Times Suggest?”

The Graduate School so called s praciically as it
was when it was imported amld when new schools have
been oreated they have been oo [requently unblush-
ingly copicd rather than invented, though nearls
century has passed amd the world s so different and
change so accelerated.

Now we are in trouble, we are swamped by num-
bers, The orviginal P, concept was that of a group
af scholars lecturing to such students as wanted 1o
hear them enough o pay Tor the privilege withou
gaining credineg. Then the professors would  sit
down in seminars with such :II-“I'|:I|1'\ as l]ll'}' chose,
often in their own homes, But wsday we have hordes
whe must amiss stated numbers of credins, Students
are too olten admitted withour adequate prospects
for the seminar waining that should be the core ol
their experience. Too many ol their masters aceept
too many, assume responsibiliy Tor divection that
they cannot give.

Then so large a group of the students are married
and lave (amily duties, diversions, expenses and in-
vasions ol time and sntion. Specd is the essence,
financial support is essential. No one can alford 1o tlos
anything any more for which he is not paid. Appren-
tice teaching is a convenient way ol carning money
amdd is otherwise an n]:|mllur:|u excellent for the
student. Ih--.]mu many disparaging statements heard
nowadays, it is often very good for the undergraduates
so instructed, These graduate assistants are nearer
the undergraduates in age, owlook and undersiand-
ing and do nat flaune the boredom: sometimes char-
acteristic ol older professors. Bur apprentice !L-Hlll.:l'lg
is time consuming, two years of it does delay a thesis,

ANl aroumd us is evidence of the growing demand
which society makes upon graduate schools for PhaDs
well trained in weaching, in research, in public service
anel business. Bur proper graduate education,
ularly as prescribed in Germany seventy-hve years ago

Ay

amd swallowed without understanding heve, @5 ex-
prisive whes seck i, ar least wnel recemly,
have had liode prospect ol becoming the wealthy
il who might case the paths ol their successors,
Sor o they have the voting power ol the Hood of
college almmi, of business ol B ovganizsations
who remember Ol Siwash with such gracicoode ol
alfection amd who hope ooger continuons flow of
el leenn Adma Aer, Where
are the resourees coming Trom and with the prospects

.,Ir||:| |J|1 st

amlvice inlormation
ol support which seem 1o lie ahead ol us how can
we expect 1o meet society’s demands?

Another complexity of our task is the that
knowledge is both so much greater and so much more
intricate. Can we teach quantity and complexity with
methods devised o impart what was relaively snll
andl simple? e ois my impression that the sciences
lave Letter grasp ol the natre of this problem and
through their development ol laboratory association
ane program are making more progress in keeping up
with this problem ol quantity and complexity. Also
as L as 1 have ascertained the grear majority of the
post doctoral students are in the sciences. The social
scientists are likewise experimenting in ways ol meet-
ing these problems by such means as greater recourse
to quantification and the echnigues of more rigorous
amalysis. The humanists on the other hand have not
found the seminar as viable an instrument of change
as the laboratory and here there has been less experi-
ment and less innovation, in et the seminar, with
remarkable and notable exceptions, is olten the cit-
adel of the traditional.

In the humanities the students on the average take
the longest time to complete their work, The disserta-
tions are more apt o be unedited sprawling books,
though some in social science press them closely. In
this division, faculiy atitudes on the foreign language
are the most inflexible. The humanities in my humble
opinion should be the maost inspiring, imaginative
and, il you will, the most glamorous ol our clivisions.
They deal with beaaty, the specirum of the human
imagination, the meaning of life fsell amd oor sense
of values, No more meaningful and challenging realm
of problems exists, yet in this great range there can
be detected perhaps an unfortumate  tendency  to
pedantry.

Present conditions, however, must compel the gracd-
uate school to generate new ideas. And here is where
some of our most creative minds should be function-
ing more ellectively than they do. Those who teach

(Continmed on page 20)
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