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If you' r e a National i'vlcril finali st, one of 
i\lissouri's top-notch hi g h school seniors, chances 
are you won't end up on the U niversity of 
l\lissouri's Columbia campus. If you're one of the 
thousands of above-average s tudent!,; who did 
atlend Old M.iZZOll and who now arc pl'Osperous 
alumni, yo u may find that hard to believe. But 
her e a rc t he facts: 

Each year l\'lissouri high sch ooLs graduate 
som e 50,000 young me n and wome n. 

A pproximately 300 of them a re designated 
National Merit Scho larship finalists through com­
petitive examinations. 

But there are only 19 National Merit Scholars 
on t h e Columbia campus, a few from out of 
state. And that's from a four-year potential of 
some 1200 Natio nal Merit Schola rship f1nali st s 
in M i ssouri a lone. A fe w of t hese young men 



and womc n Hl'e at Columbia, of course, attend­
ing :\Ih;~()u ri on t.heir uwn o r with othu r financi a l 
<-lid , but mo~t of the m are somewhe re e lse. 

:'-Jow, not all uf i\li sso llrj' s cH.:ademkally su­
per iur hil£h school graduates are Nutional ~Ierit 
tlnali .o;b. The s tate produces hundreds of ou t­
s tanding students, man\' who ut tend the Uni­
versity thmugh the ClIra'tor scholarship program. 
Hul it also is true that a National i\ le rit fina lb t 
is a top-rated col lege pro1:lpect, a nd most of 
them ,He endi ng up on uther campuses, la rgely 
out of state . 

[listurbing, isn't if! 
That' s why th e Alumni Association, the De­

velupment I;utlcl , a faculty committee, s tudent 
body president Dave Thomas, a nd Chancellor 
John Schwada ha ve given impetus to a program 
to do something about th e situation, 

The nationwide Merit Progra m is adminis­
tered by the National l\'le rit Schola rship Corpora­
tion, an inde pende nt, non-profit organization 
de voted entire ly to scholarship activities. Las t 
Fe bruary more than 17,500 high schoob ad­
mini stered the Nation al Me rit Schola rship 
Qualifying test. Fifteen thousand ::;tudcnts were 
named semifinalis ts, 304 fro m Missouri, a figure 
ba::;ed on a percentage of the tolal number of 
high school seniors in the stale. Semi-finalists 
become finalist::; by being e ndorsed by their 
schools, by taki ng the Scholastic Aptitude tes t 
to s ubstantiate their National Merit test scores, 
and submitting biographica l materiaL Virtually 
a ll semj-finalists become finali sts. 

'r he National Merit Corporation chooses 1000 
finalists for a $1000 one-time National Me rit 
scholarsh ip, a nd the others become e ligible for 
sponsored Merit Scholarships. Sponsoring groups 
include corporations, colleges and univers ities, 
foundations, associations, and individuals. Last 
year the re were 2000 sponsored scholarships. 
The 19 Merit scholars on the Columbia campus 
are sponsored by companies. There is one 
pe rmanen t National Merit scholarship in agri­
culture, the Homer Young Scholar ship, financed 
by Farmland Industries. Heretofore, the Univer­
sity has not sponsored National l\llerit scholar­
sh ips. Although National rvlerit scholars are 
not chosen on the bas is of need, the amount of 
th e sti pend, varying from $100 to $ 1500 pe r 
year, is based on the famil y's financial picture. 

Obviously, o ne problem at l\1issouri has been 
money. There were no Cniversity funds avail­
able for Natiu na l Merit Scholars. Rut there a lso 
is a problem of recruitment, getti ng the finalists 
to chaotie the Univc r.sity of i\lissouri-Columbia 
a s their first choice. 

In the spring of 1968, only 30 of i\!issouri's 
~OO finalists named the Col umbia campus as 
th eir first college choice. Of this spring's final­
is t.s, 50 indica te d their top preference us the 
University's Colu mbia campus. (Only eight 
se nio rs from o u tside the s tate indicated th is 
campus ). 

To make the Columbia campus more attrac­
tive to students of .'Jationa] Me rit quality, the 
facu lty plans to design a spec ial curriculu m 
for them, elimina ting some present require ments 
a nd adding special projects and courses. In 
addition they will b e actively recruited by letter 
and personal visits with deans and other faculty 
members and admi ni strators . 

T he Alumni Association also will be called 
upon to he lp. In each of the 14 l\lissouri Alumni 
Association districts, National l\ lerit finali sts 
wiII be inv ited to special di nners, whe re t h e 
adva ntages of the University can be exp lained. 
The Alumni Association a lso will sponsor a 
campus vi sit for the nnaJists. 

However, the re probably is no be tter re­
cruiti ng dev ice than having scholarship money 
availab le . This year all t he 50 Missouri finalists 
are being offered scholarships, averaging abou t 
$400 each. Six o f the 50 are national win­
ne rs; money fo r the other 44 will come from 
the ex isting Farmland Industry schola rship, 
from a lumni con t rib utions to the nonrestricte d 
portion of t he Development Fund, and from a 
special fu nd-raising effort in St. Lou is conducted 
by Da rryl F rancis, a membe r of the Alumni 
Association 's Boa rd of Director s. 

Thc Development Fund will attempt to su s­
tain the program throughcontributionsofalumni 
as ind ividua ls a nd in special campaigns in St. 
Louis, Ka nsas City, a nd selected out-of-s tate 
metropolitan areas. 

Upgrading faculty, programs, and facilities 
all are necessary in making thi s a t ruly dis­
tingui s hed U ni versity. Al so important is 
making additional attempts to attract s uper io r 
students. 0 
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