





A Program for Missouri Agriculture

In the appended program for Missouri agriculture, the term “agri-
culture” is used in its broad sense to include the farm home as well as the
farm itself.

Your committee recognizes that there are two groups of factors
which must enter into a comprehensive program for agtriculture. In
the one group are those factors which are mainly under the control of
the individual farm family on their own farm. The second group in-
cludes those factors which demand widespread coordination of effort
involving the cooperation of individuals and groups.

An agricultural program for Missouri must include the following
items which require mass action:

1. Taxation.—The present system of raising revenues chiefly by a tax
on capital property places an undue hardship upon agriculture. Our
system of taxation should provide for the raising of a larger propor-
tion of our revenues by a tax on incomes thereby placing the re-
sponsibility of government financing upon those best able to pay
taxes.

2. Marketing.—Marketing is of equal importance with production.
Cooperative marketing, including the standardization of farm prod-
ucts to meet consumear demands, should be encouraged where it can
be developed along sound, economic lines.

3. Transportation.—Adequate, economical and efficient transporta-
tion facilities from the producer all the way to the ultimate con-
sumer are vital to a successful agriculture. Every encouragement
should be given, therefore, to the proper development of our railway
systems, our waterways and our highways.

4. Credit and Finance.—As a group, farmers pay the highest rate of
interest of any class of borrowers. Without encouraging the over
extension of credit, ways and means should be devised to enable
farmers to borrow at as favorable a rate as other groups.

5. Education.—A program for agriculture requires an equal educational
opportunity for all girls and boys regardless of whether they live
in the country or in the city. The cost of this equal educational
opportunity should be distributed over the entire state and not be
borne by local school districts.

6. legislation.—Agriculture may be profoundly affected by legisla-
tion. An agricultural program must give constant attention to
legislative matters.
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1. That an outlying field is necessary in the Ozarks where experi-
mental work shall be carried on of all methods which will in-
crease quality and yield per acre and decrease the cost of produc-
tion per bushel.

2. That the information thus obtained as well as that already avail-
able be more widely disseminated to the tomato growers of the
Ozarks, as well as to the vegetable growers of the entire State.

3. That an increase of acreage is not needed, but that use be made of
those practices, such as proper selection of soil, seed selection,
fertilization and cultivation, which have been demonstrated as
valuable for increasing quality and production per acre.

TRUCK AND OTHER HORTICULTURAL CROPS

In the vicinity of the large cities, principally St. Louis and Kansas
City, considerable acreage has been devoted to truck crops. Therecent
development, due to good roads, of swift automobile transportation as
well as the wider utilization of rail transportation for long distances has
made unnecessary the closeness of truck patches to the local consuming
markets. In addition, the increasing value of land adjacent to large
centers of population has made more difficult the financial success of
such truck gardeners. It is evident, therefore, that the acreage devoted
to general truck cropping may be expected to show a decrease near large
cities. Some increases may be looked for in sections, such as parts of
Southeast Missouri, where conditions are particularly favorable for
large yields, early maturity and accessibility to good markets.

It is recommended, however,

1. That the acreage devoted to truck crops be adjusted to fit into
the general farm scheme.

2. That no considerable acreage be devoted to these products except
as profitable marketing outlets are assured.

Many other horticultural crops are produced in Missouri. Most of
these, such as blackberries, raspberries, cherries, plums, pears and
peaches may be considered as truck crops since they are largely marketed
locally. Only one other needs special mention, sweet potatoes, which
are produced in considerable quantities in Southeast Missouri. The
profitable development of this industry is linked with adequate storage
and marketing facilities. It is recommended, therefore,

1. That the sweet potato acreage be developed only so fast as
storage and marketing outlets are available.
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