
Stanley Gmver N ienstedt 

Som e alumni o( the la te 40s who remember him in 
such productions as "Green C row the Lil acs" a nd 
in such groups a the Madriga l Singers might ask, 
"W hatever beca me of Stanley N ienstedt?" But if they 
h ave been wa tching their te levision se ts, o r a ttending 
musica ls on Broadway or on to ur, they w ill know 
tha t since hi s graduati on in 1949 Stanley N ienstedt 
has do ne mighty we ll in show business as Stanl ey 
Grover. Last spring hi s audience was increased t re­
mendously when he ap pea red as a regul ar on the sa­
tiri al N BC se ri es, "That W as the W eek T ha t W as." 

During the summer just past, Sta nley and hi s wife 
L inda (a fo rmer Congress ional em ployee) a nd th eir 
hildre n, Cind y, 5, and Steven, 3, spent several wee ks 

in Fort Worth where he appea red in summer stock. 
Wh en not traveling toge ther as a famil y in t he 
summer, they share a large old West Side M anha ttan 
apartm ent at 325 Ce ntra l Park .,Wes t in New York 
Ci1 y. 

Stanley bega n hi s ca reer as a last minu te sub titute 
for a fea tured ac t at Chicago's Chez Paree a nd went 
on Lo spend a ful I yea r there as emcee. H e had grown 
up in n eighboring W oodstock, Tllinois, served in the 
N avy and graduated from th e Uni ve rsity with a major 
in music and drama. Shunning furth er night-club 
offers, he _journeyed to New York for a try a t Broad­
way, and landed a job in 24 hours in the chorus o f 
"Seven teen." Foll owing close ly was "Wish Yo u W ere 
H ere," where he caught the a ttention of Toshu a 
Logan, the n oted director, who immedi a tely cast 
him as L t. Cable in the Na tional company o r "Sou th 
Pacific." Sin ce 1hen he has chalked up mo re than 
1 20 0 perform ances in that role in 70 cities on tou r, 
in summer stock, and a t the New York City Center. 

Aman 
named 
Grover 

A lean per iod follo wed th e "SoULh Pacific" tour, 
whi ch he fill ed in with crui se and resort hote l work. 

Sta nl ey G rove r's nex t Broadway credi t was Leonard 
Bernste in 's "Ca ndide." H e pl ayed th e titl e ro le sev­
e ral tim es in thi s short-li ved a rti sti c t rium ph. "Time 
R emembered ," w ith H elen H ayes and Richard 
Burton was next, fo ll owed by fea tured ro les in the 
disas tro us "Thirteen D a ughte rs" (Don Ameche) and 
" Let I t Ride" (George Gobe l), and " Mr. Pres ident. " 
H e a lso fill ed engagem ents a t the Pierre H o te l in 
New York and at the Queen E li zabeth , Montrea l, as 
we ll as occas io na l te levision ro les. H e a lso made some 
o peret ta records for R CA Vi ctor. 

M r. G rover (tha t's reall y hi s middle name) regards 
hi s job on "That Wr1s the Week T hat Was" as a 
perfec t combina ti o n o f hi s interes ts in po li t ics, b road ­
cas ting and singing. Tt is ass umed he will continue to 
a ppea r in the seri es if it is resumed this fall. 

When he was a ttending the U ni versity, Stanley took 
ad vantage of eve ry oppo rtunity to sing or act; it was 
as if he knew then he was destined fo r ente rta inment 
work. In additi on to leading rol s in "Green Grow 
the Lil acs" a nd "Pursuit of H a ppiness," bo th 
Missouri W orksho p Thea tre productions, he was 
leader o f the M adriga l Group, formed from th e U ni­
ve rsity Singers in whi ch he was so lo ist fo r three yea rs; 
he was promin ent in the R ea d H a ll "Ca rouse l," and 
conducted th e R ead H all Listening- H our over KFR U . 
H e was a member o f a ma le quarte t a nd a mixed 
quarte t. Sta nley was a member o f Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfoni :;i a nd the Purpl e Mask (M issouri \ ,Vorkshop). 
One of hi s ea rli er profess iona l engagem ents was as 
the ro mantic lead in " Fini an's R a inbow" a t the 

'< t:i rli ght Thea te r in Ka nsas City. 
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