


Students enroll in record numbers . 
Story by M•rcus Wilkins Photos by Rob Hill 

F
rom a \'.tntagc point high Jbo\'c: 
umpus. it's ea~y tocomJ>rehend 
the magnitude of \1lJ\ wb-.t.tntl.tl 

popul~e. Just peer out •w•ndow 1n Oils 
Ubraryoverlooklng Lo\\'1') \Iolii, or from 

)esse H.dlto~·.trd the fr.anct; Ou.Mir•nstt .as 
~~k-l~tn studtnt~ mO\ e from d.Au 

tOdolSS. 

Enrollment is gro\\ing .u th~ UnhtrSit) 

of~1issouri, thanks to .t 16 1 ptrctnt 

increo1se in first-time colleS{c ~tudt:nb Thi! 
freshman class number~ 7,o6s 

for the seventh cOn\CCuti\'f yc.ar, MU 

has 01lso re;~ched its hi$(hCo!Ot tOtJI enroll· 

ment ever, a') ]O,lOO -.tuclcnh !x~.Ullhc 

2008 fall semester The frhhmO'n 

retention rate i\ a rt.-cord Ss . .a fX'TCt l\1, 

.t1~d the g:r.tdu.lte student body Inc rea !toed 

by S·S percent to 6.018, m.1k1ng u the large' I 
tn unl\·ersny hiqor)· as well 

The Coli~ of <\ns .1nd \c"ience ~~ n~n 
to t.M C":nrollm~nt cMIIC"n!{~ 

-Gi\'"fn tlut ,"' holt~\~r )OUr m.J~)or, 

( fn-shmtnl Mt gomg to 'it.trt \\llh Art~ .tnd 

Science courses. \\t'\t certo~tnl) hold the 

most work to do," 'iOl)" u~oci.;u~ d~.1n o( 

.1rts .1.nd science, TedTar~o" .. Om dtp.ut· 
ment chairs h.we been re,ourcdul.md 

imag.inati\'c, .1nd wc\·c .1dded .1 \',\rit:t)· 

of courses" 

More studt'nt) ;.re Jttendlng cl,,,,c, 

between 8 .l m. ~nd s p m th.m C\'N bc.·(orc, 

and se<tions ha\'e been added to pro,·idt 

m;J.Ximum daso:;room U'i.tge with onh .t 

modest d.ass·size an<rN'r 

~tu is alrud~ prtp.tnn~ (or th~ r~."<ord 

class to become JUntor'> .and '>tntor~ 

tl/111 2S 



say1o Ann Korschgen, vice provol>t for enroll· 
ment m;magement. 

"'To ensure th<tt they ha\'c acccs~ to 
the cot•rses. programs ,tnd services they 

willr\eed as they make progrl'SS in then 
academic careers. we are currently working 

with the undergraduate deans .11\d others to 

.1ddress these needs,~ Korsch~en says. 
She ;mributes Mizzou's surge in 

popularity to,, variety of academic p rograms 

(28o-plus .n01jors). offering top· notch 

faci lities (the Student Recreation Compll'x 
.md new School of Journalism f.lcili tiesl 

and addt'<l re<ruitment in Illinois <'Uld 
Tex.ts. E..trly figures of campus visitors and 

applicatioru. for fall2009 .llso look strong. 

~r think thou a large university has a 
divcr~ity of opportunity thJt sets it ;tpart," 

Tarkow ".lYS .. It's that diverl>hy that ntakes 

\IU ,, desthtation point. Yot• c.m come here 

.md do research, study abroad. Jsplrt to 
le.1dership with some kind of cxtr.lCurricu· 

Jar activit)'· Those .ue pluses 0\ssociated 
with size .. 

The IO"trgest number of Minou's f(."Cder 
o;chool-. .ue public high schools loc;ued in 

the St.l.ouis ;~re.:t. s.,ys ;;~dm issions director 
Barbara Rupp. But MU h.lS .tlso seen J~ spike 

in applications from private school1o Md 
from the Chico.lgo ..re.1. 

'"ror fall'o8 .tnd f.1ll'og. we're .1bsolutely 

a t the JM'.lk that refl(.'<ts the h1rth r.ltc 
18 ye.trs 3go.H R\•PP says. H$t.1rting in 20it, 

that demographic st.uts to drop off rJthN 

pr«ipitouo;ly. We have to look out of 

st.'lte I( " 'e w.:tnt to maintain our current 

enrollment, and the mo~tlikely Collldidttte 

is Illinois· 
One ambitious student. Kelly Goldthorpc, 

18. comes to MU from Rockfofd,lll • about 
go miles west of Chic.tgo She -.a~-. the large 

d.1ss s imply mean' more interesthlg people 

to meet 
"It's been really (utl bcc.1use everywhere 

you look, there's another freshman that 

)'OU'\'e ne\'er seen bcfore.H s.1ys Gold thorpe. 

who lives in Gillen Hall. '"E\'cryone on my 

floor is from out of state, .l•ld none of us 

h;we c.us. so we all h,mg out together .1lot 
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It'.!> great." 

Gold thorpe plan-. to study magazine 

design in the School of journ~lism. Olnd 
she writes a blog chronicling her frl!shrnan 
e.xperie11ce J.t new2miv..ou.blogspot .com. 

She volunteered to~ the MiLZOu Alumni 
Associi.ltion's J:oo8 blogger ,1fter she noticed 

last year's posts by Nata.Ue Br.1ndt 
~The competition for the )·School is 

stressful.llready because you h.wc such .;an 
enormous number of pt.oople competing 
for the s.-me number of spots." Gold thorpe 
says. "' \'ou havt to make yourself stand out 

olS much .-.s pos-.ible.H 
Ll T.tng. 19, moved (tom tht! Chinese 

metropolis ofHan~zhou (population 

1·9 million) to the ·smaW community 

of Columbia (population 100,0001. 

-~fore cl.tsses. students here will 
come up .l.Hd s.1y. ' l li. l fow Mt! you'' '(h;u's 

a little hit different from 5chool in China. 

Ametic,ms J~re more open,H she SJ)'S. 
Recent na.tional cxposu1e of thc1'tgcr 

footb.lll program h.ts proven to be Jill 

cfftctlve rccruillng tool. too. 
To .1ccommodatc the incoming class. the 

uni\'ersity contr.1cted for blocks of rooms in 

two ap:&rtmc•n complexes near campus­
Campus L.od~e and C.lmpus View. 

~u C.ln get prettycrowded.H Gold thorpe 
says. "8ut I think that's .dl ju!)t part oft he 
experience.-

Ocsphe 311 of the challenges that the 

watershed frdhman dao;s pre,.cnts, Tarkow 

;~nd other <tdministr.uors believe MU h.b 

.lddrh!»Cd the difficultlel> \\ith aplomb. 
·there wa-. a lot of ~tuff th;,tt CO\Iid h.lve 

gone wrong." s..l)'S Tarkow. "Instead. we·, .... 
~ot ~tudt•nh in cla~"e" in di-.cipline-. they 
.ue thinking<'bout pubuing.our ccsidcntial 
life colleague., h.l, I! found pl.tccs for them to 

li\·e. c;~mpusdining "ervices ha,•e expanded 

opcrat101\ ho·urs. more acti\'ttic~ have more 
students invoh·cd- ,,11 is well" lll 

ON THl wr.e >Se-e photos of ttle cl..tss of 
2012 ;~.s they ~•Pt,.e-nc~ t~ ro1.n wmester 
mi zzo umagaz in e .com 

TOP: Freshmo1.n K~Uy Goldthorpe of Rockford, Ill •• 
write..s a blogc.;a.tled "First St~ps of a FreshrTUn .. ;~obot.lt 
her MU experienc• from ltt r room in Gillett Hall. 

A80VE: U Tans from Hang:hou, China, samples some 
globo1.l cuisine at the lntem:ttion:al Sauat on lowry 
Mall in September2oo8 . 

ABOVE RIGHT: As hourly ex.t.ms approacft.ed in 
October, students found study space at the Student 
Success Center. 

RIGHT: Freshman Erin Si~m~n of St. P;~u,,Mo •• moves 
htr belongings into :a Tiger Diggs apartment on South 
Providtnu Roo1.d. MU extended itt offerln,:s of rooms 
to rent to accommodo1.te Incoming studenu. 
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Annual undergraduate costs 
Fees 
Room and board 
Books and suppl1es 
Person~l ~nd tr~sporbt•on expenses 

• Out~~ state fees 

$8.500 
$8,100 
$1,020 

$2,980 

·Non~p.~.,;an~s)ISg.JOprraedthour eosu~ ... -ho&.tr 
~ udl stmaU'f For I!ICft deb:~. Yi$zl ~edn!costJitm_ -..-....... _.._. 

Fall2oo8 enrollment 
Tout enrollment 30,200 

F~<st-tome college (FTC) • 5,782 
Undergraduate - 23,042 
Graduate - 6,028 
Profess1on~l .. 1,130 
Undergr.tdu.1te tr.tnsfer- 1, 141 

Afnc.111-American FTC 422 
Afr•can-Amenc.an tot.al - 1,701 
H1sp.>nic FTC - 128 
H1Sp.>n1c total - 584 
lntemat1onal 1,565 

Enrollment through the years ,. -11,265 10,261 20,113 23,o64 23.434 22,723 30,200 


