
T he Post-Dispatch sports editor, Rob Broeg, with Stan Musia l at Busch 
tadium. B roeg has followed " The Man's" career from its beginning. 

Our man Bob Broeg gives us 

~The Man's' Own Story 
Stan Nlusia l " The Man's" Own Story, as to ld to Bo b 
Broeg, BJ '4 1, m akes grea t H ot Stove (or firepl ace) 
reading for the snowbound base ba ll fa n . As Sport 
Editor of the St. L o uis Post-Dispa tch, Bob brings 
knowledge, insigh t and love to hi s work as biog­
rapher fo r "The M an" w hose name is a ho usehold 
word bu t w hose ba kground is v irtu a lly unknown 
except to the most devo ted fan . In fac t, the onl y 
po. sibl e ad verse cri t icism of the book is that Sta n 's 
"own" language in the book is o fte n too art icula te 
a nd express ive fo r the grea t slugger who was a lways 
more at home with a bat, rather tha n a pen, in 
his h a nd. D oubled ay is the publisher. 

Bu t the book is th r illing a nd absorbing reading­
from the first page, which took this writer back to 
a memorabl e clay in B usch Stadium (o r was it 
Sportsman's Park then ?) when Sta nl ey Frank Musia l 
hi t fi ve home runs o ut of w hatever park it was, 
thro ugh the las t chap ter which recalled the lump 
to my throa t that I h ared with 30,000 others as h e 
ran off the fi eld foll owing his second hit in hi s las t 
game. 

I t would be thrilling and a bsorbing reading fo r 
any M usial, Cardinal or baseball fa n; in fac t, it 's 

p retty good reading for anybody. T his is the accu ra te 
ch ronicle of a fine and fa mous man. lt 's so accurate 
that i t even brings to light some personal criticism 
of the Ca rdinal orga ni za tion by Stan, who was ofte n 
ca lled "color less" beca use of his natural ave rsion 
to controve rsy. 

From a sore-armed minor league pi tcher with a 
yo ung wife and a $75 monthly sa lary to vice-p res id ent 
of a mul ti-milli on dollar corpora tion and speci a l 
ad viser to the Pres ident of the U ni ted States wo uld 
be pretty heady stufI for H oratio Alger, but th at 's 
the way it happened ; and you go along fo r the r ide. 

Even after the ball is over and the saga of Sta n 
is sung, there's interes ting· reading in the book. Hi s 
"Ten T ips on Hitting" could make the book a 
$ 100,000 in vestment for the fa ther of a liLLle leaguer ; 
and his refl ections on managers he's known, sta rs. 
he's seen and "These Changing Years" of base ba ll 
p rov ide the Jong-lasting fl avor of nosta lg ia. 

For the boy with stars in hi s eyes or the fa n who, 
had everything but World Seri es ti ckets, Stan Musial 
is still the best way to fill a Cardin al stocking, p a r­
ticularl y the one hung over the Yul e log. 

- J EAN M ADDE N 
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