College hangouts come ad go but the Shack hangs
on, Many alwmnd remember the Shack as a popular
Campus watering hole of the 4os, 508 andd “tos. 11

wias often Lhe subject of pocms, eartoons and a cover
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Jerry Richards, Bob Chester (hidden),

Christy Chester, Ruth Faulkenberry, Ron Com,
Elaine Flora and John Raider enjoy a
pre-game beer al the Shack.

Sturgeon. Missouri) explains that the Shack began
as o Model T Ford tenek.

"I the early 205, 0 brock dreove apoon the vacanl
lob aeross From Jesse ad the owner began selling
sandwiches o shudents onl the side, The hllillti-ll_L:'
Just geew aronnd Che track,” she says,

First a latliee tvpe Pramework with a0 rool” was
ablached Lo e side of the track Lo protect enstonm-
ers From rain and baed weather, Tl vest of e build-
g was ool oo the saome piceemeal Fashion, By 1oz,
walls sl boothis Dl been added and the place be-
came koown as the Davis Tea Room. The Tea
Boom, owned by Chandler Davis, was a0 popular
hangout Tor " jelly™ dates in the 205 and Wk, The
business closed in T3 wmd the building stood va-
canl for six vears until the Blakemores ad Jack
Armil opened it as Jacks Shack. The Blakemores
Lanbeer Doecsvmie sole o ners amd The name was shortened,

The building is stll mueh the same now as when
it was Uhe Davis Tea Hoom, Mres, Blakemore savs,
Part of the old Model T Ford also is present, = The
cabr of the trnek forms the walls of one of Uhe booths
in the eenter. You ean recognize iU from the open-
ings For the windshicld and side windows, We did
replace some of the tables and booths over the years.
Some ol them had been so carved up with initials
they just fell apart,” she savs,

It was under the Blakemores” ownership that the
Shack beeame popular with students at OF Mizzou,
Rex Steclman, an alumnos now living in Kansas
Cityv, stops by the place before cach home football
wame, “When T was in school, it was one of my fa-
he savs. “Students would start dreifting
in Ffor o beer or coke after 8:30 classes and it would
b erorwlea] Hill 122580 or 1:00 a1 night,

The Shack’s repulation was not based on initial-
carved atmosphere and beer alone, 1 don’t know
how many students bave told me they lived off of
otr nickel cheese samndwiches while in selool,” Mes,

voriles,
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Friday and Saturday nighls are busy times at
Ford's Theater. Students celebrating the weekend
often drink their beers standing up.

Blakemore savs, “Not Lo mention the Shack burgers,
Somelimes we would sack as many as 3000 one time,

The popular hangoul was a partieular Tavorile
with the stalf of the Campus humor magazine, Thard-
Iv a Showeme came ont without containing some ref-
erenee Lo the Shack. Mort Walker, a0 Showeme staffer
and now creator of Beetle Bailey, L and Lois and
Boner's Ark. drew several cartoons Featuring the
place during his vears on Campus. Some ol These
carloons as well as Showeme covers and dreawings
by ather artists now hang on the Shack’s west wall,



The exterior of Harpo's doesn’t give much clue to the 1880°s
atmosphere and good times to be had inside.

One ol these covers was stolen Prome Uee Tl ing
dhring a recent Fool ball weekend,

One legend that has persisted over the vears s
that a popular song of the "305, “Greeen Dioor,” was
wrilten about the Columbia bangout, The story was
reinforesd by the Facl that the song was recorded
by Jim Lowe, a former student aod dise jockey al
K FRU in Columbin, Lowe is now a prooinent dise
Juekey al WXBC in New York, “A ot of people
think the songs was wreitlen aboul the Shack beeanse
it has o swinging geeen door and beense T oreeorded
it L o remember the place well,” he says, “hat o all
homesty it waso't aboul the Shaek, T dido’l write
the song” Inospite of Lowe’s disclaimer, “Green
Door”™ eontinues o be a juke box favaorile with
alumni.

Now, only on weekends when alunmi stop by,
tloes the place resemible The college hangoul it anee
wis, Then the booths are erowded, pinball machimes
arc pinging, the juke hox plays “Green Daoor,” sl
prople stand twoand Three deepoat Lhe counter waill-
ing o order a beer or two, Bul, students rarely
wander in. One reason perhaps. is that Ray Palmer.
who leases the building from the present owner Joe
Franke. docs not really cater to the college crowd.
He doesn't serve beer until after 1 pon. and eloses
the place early, usually by 4:30, The students also
have been lured away by newer and laeger “hang-
ouls,”

Ford's Theater and Harpo's are bwo of the cur-
rently popular student gathering places. Ford's, lo-
cated on Broadway in the old Ford dealership build-
ing, is owned by Pete Neenan, a Former UMC
student, Beer and mixed drinks are served in an at-
mosphere of recd-checked  tablecloths and pop art.
A, af Vo oare hllll;_fl‘_x. vorn can order :lll}'illil'l}_r
From o small steak to o hol g, The interior walls
ure \'irlll.'!”.\' covered with \ign-\ P [rom "j'i'vi-
crans For Humphrey™ to " Sears Customer serviee,

Bring the Crowd,

The music's loud

At Harpo's or the Zone,
A pitcher of beer,

Some Friendly cheer,

At Ford’s you're not alone

atl the eciling is obscured by a hanging assortment
of objects, ineluding an old fashioned carriage. o
wire shopping carl, an anbigque baby carriage, a erib,
eliirs aoed om el one There also s o small fireplaee
TG COrner,

Harpo's offers an atmosphere slightly more sub-
ducd than Ford's, Located on the corner of 1oth
andd Cherey steeets, it is owned by Dennis Harper,
a 1971 eraduate, The mteror s xlt]h'l'l'iri;l| IR
with an ol Fashioned bar and glass Tiffany koanp-
\.||;u||.'\_ “;|1'EI|:-‘\. .'iI\l.! |i:l'~ il rlll'1'|li:|:'l'_ TV S |!-|'1'|'.
muixedd dreink s aned Foanl,

“Harpo's amd Ford's are the Kind of fun plaees
vou like to take adate in the evening or on week-
|.~|1||~,.” r|'||||||_ I,i-i.rhl_ i |.|';|] |'||;_5iru't~|'i||-_f =.|.II||.1'I|E S
Dy Ross, o graduate student in jonuenalism. agrees
bt likes the 18th Amendment For Wednesday night
entertainment, The Amendiment, on Business Loop
s, offers live musie amd melodeama and competes
for Wednesday night crowds with the Black and
Gold, Business 63 South, which also Peatures live
nisic.

Another popular Campus beer joint i the Lol
ing Zone, Ohwnedd D Shad Soath, BS Agr 7L ol
Steve Pickering, Bs PA 65 it s lowabed on Cone-
lev Avenue, Close Lo Campus, the Aone attracls o
good crowd almost all day Tong, but mzinly draws
fromn students and loweal members of the connler-
culture groups. Students interested in colfee and
talk ean go to the Chez, a coffechouse sponsored by
the Presbvterian Student Center on Fily Streel

'|'I||~ Ill'il.il'”l'f:.{ 'l 1|\.1'1| Loy Ine tllq' I'-.'ul'1"l'l.:|| il
Romany s are l_l'nuul l,II.;1I."1'\ fir \-n||||.'”|1ll_1_f Loy el or
guick beer between elasses, Both are loveatead o
Ninth Street and attraet a ot of students and facal-
tv from the Red Campus. But. ift you will settle for
a coke with your lunch. there is the M-Bar, the Me-
morial Union’s Bengal Lair, the Brady Commons
and, even, the Shack. O
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