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ABSTRACT

Compromise (Fusion) (for suona and orchestra) is a work that delves into the

chemistry between the suona and a Western approach to orchestration. The suona has not yet

been fully “discovered” by composers. Traditionally, music for the suona is characterised by

the use of its distinctive techniques for fingering and embouchure. These traditional

techniques often involve microtonal fluctuations and they produce a special colour in the

timbre. The title of this piece, ’Compromise (Fusion)’, comes from the way this traditional

Chinese idiom is fused with the western symphonic style – the soloist plays chromatic

material with traditional suona technique, accompanied by a Western orchestra. These two

voices from two different musical traditions eventually join forces to create a combination of

traditional Chinese and modern Western colors.
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Program Notes

Compromise (Fusion) (for suona and orchestra) is a work that delves into the

chemistry between the suona and a Western approach to orchestration. The suona has not yet

been fully “discovered” by composers. Traditionally, music for the suona is characterised by

the use of its distinctive techniques for fingering and embouchure. These traditional

techniques often involve microtonal fluctuations and they produce a special colour in the

timbre. The title of this piece, ’Compromise (Fusion)’, comes from the way this traditional

Chinese idiom is fused with the western symphonic style – the soloist plays chromatic

material with traditional suona technique, accompanied by a Western orchestra. These two

voices from two different musical traditions eventually join forces to create a combination of

traditional Chinese and modern Western colors.

Duration: ca. 13 minutes
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Instrumentation

1 Flute
1 Piccolo
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B-Flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in B-Flat
2 Trombones
1 Bass Trombone

4 Timpani

Percussion I：Snare Drum, Tam-tam, Marimba, Chinese Peking Opera Gongs (6”, 11”),
Suspended Cymbal (18”)

Percussion II：Bass Drum, Wood Blocks, Chinese Small Cymbals (Naobo), Vibraphone

Suona:
Soprano in C

Soprano in B-Flat

Alto in G

Strings

vii



Performance Notes

Instruction for Percussions:

Chinese Cymbals (Naobo): Rotate both Cymbals against each other.

Snare Drum: Damping the membrane from the edge towards the center slowly.

Timpani: Place a Suspended Cymbal (18”) on top of the membrane and roll on the Cymbal.

viii



Performance Notes

Instruction for Suona:

l.g. – lips glissando

TK – double tonguing (Shuangtu)

TL – rebounding tonguing (Tansheyin)

Tongue-push (Shetuiyin)

breath glissando (huayin)

Instruction for Strings:

sul ponticello (s.p.) – Near the bridge

molto sul ponticello (m.s.p.) – Very close to the bridge

Instruction for all instruments:

The trill note in all trills should be a major 2nd above the base pitch, unless specified in the

score.

ix
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Kwan Leung Ling is a composer and Suona performer, born and raised in Hong

Kong. Having encountered Suona through his mentor Guo, Yazhi at the Hong Kong Chinese

Orchestra in 2003, Ling has since majored in Suona under Guo and Law, Hang Leung as part

of the Junior Music Programme at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, and

graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Composition from the California Institute of the Arts

under Michael Jon Fink, Wolfgang von Schweinitz, and James Rushford. Under the tutelage

of Vinny Golia, Ling has studied Improvisation, and has developed a unique breed of

experimental Suona music, blending conventional acoustics alongside delicately crafted

microphonics and microsounds, concocting a microtonal style of music described by Golia as

being a 'labyrinth of otherworldly realities'. Currently, Ling is furthering his studies as a

Master's student of Composition at the University of Missouri – Kansas City, under the

mentorship of Chen Yi, Yotam Haber, Paul Rudy and Zhou Long where he is intent on

exploring the possibilities of merging Chinese and Western styles of instrumentation in order

to create a specialised breed of culturally hybridised composition. Ling intends to utilize his

florid background and experience in the musical arts to pursue a career in music composition

and education, as a means of furthering the musical arts and contributing to its ancillary

communities.
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