
 although the dance of death theme 
existed before the black plague (also 
called the black death), it became even 
more significant as the mysterious illness 
swept across europe, decimating its 
population.  ignorant of the disease's true 
cause (an infected flea carried by the 
common black rat), many people of the time 
believed that the plague was sent from 
god as a punishment for the sins of mankind.  
in this way, the black death became 
associated with the divine admonition 
already attached to the dance. 


