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SECTION :r 

.so Tapidly have changes cotne ebout in the Sunday 

schools of the United states in the half century just 

passed) that workers' of tOdn;v .. in Christian education are 

hardly aware of their significance. Within the Sunday 

school experience of many peojle now living there has 

been a complete reversal from the attitude ,of active. op­

position on the part of local churches to the present at­

titude of great dependence upon the Sunday school as a 

means for promoting the growth of the church. Accompany­

ing this change of attitude there has ueen a very great 

extension of the Sunday school in number, in scope of work 

attempted, and in the possibilities that lie in the future. 

Despite this extension, however, much of the cut-ric­

ulum, . organization, ~nd methods in the Sunday school is tra­

ditional and is being retained beccuse of conservatism and 

lack of appreciation. of the aims that have brought these 

practices into being. Sunday school leaders must put aside 

this conservatism and, if they are to make of 'i t e.n insti­

tution that will continue to be of value, must study the 

needs of the school a~ it exists today. A study of the aims 

of those who instituted the practices of the Sunday scgool 

as they exist today. and the needs out of which these aims 

grew, sh9uld give an appreciative understanding of these ' 

practices, which is the first step tow~rds better oontrol 
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of Sunday school work. 

The purpose of,this study is to find out how the 

Sunday school in the Baptist churches· in the United States 

ba-s developed in :t~J:igious educatLoI'l. The main features 

with regard to which the study is made are (1) the purpose 

or aim of the Sunday school, (2:) the organization and ad­

ministration of the Sund?y school, (3) the subject-matter 

of the course of study, and (4) the methods used in actual 

Sundey school teaching. The emphasis is placed on these fea­

tures with a view to showing what chcnges have led to the 

conception of the aim of the Sunday school as it is held 

todry, and what is being done to realize that aim. 

The main sources used in making this study are lib~ 

, rary materials and replies to a questionai:te. The library 

materials are histories of the Sunday school, books on 

the organization and curriculum of the Sunday school, and 

reports of variou~ church orP-:'anizations. The replies to 

the questionaire are the result of an at~empt to get first­

hand information concerning the origin and development of 

the local Sundt) schools. The questions related to the 

Special topics of the origin of t~e schools, graded lessons 

used', teacher training, directors of religious educetion, 

cooperation with other teaching and rclfgiousagencies, and 

the present needs of the Sunday schools. A total of 250 ,. 
questi~ires were sent out to which 51 replies were received. 

These replies are ma~y from larger towns and cities tho 

not all are from large Snnday schools. There are 29 states 
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represented by the 51 replies, 37 of which are from states 

of the lJorthern Baptist Convention and 14 frpm states of 

the Southern Baptist Convention. 

In addition to the sources that have been mentioned, 

valuable information and sugiestions have been gain~cthru 

correspondence with men in places of leadership today. The 

offices of the Religious Education Associatiol1-, the American . 

Baptist Publication Society,and the Sund~y School Board 
oJ 

of the Southern Baptist Convention have very willingly re-

plied to various inquiries. 

Sections II and III Al of this study are based main­

lyon secondary source material. Primary source material 

I is not easily available and it w~s not thought worth while to 

try to secure it since it has been studied by others and 

is used here mainly as a background for the study of the 

recent developments, which is the contribution aimed st in 

this thesis. For the later sections primary sources have 

bean used as much as possible. The replies to the question­

aire and the reports of various agencies now promotihg the 

Sunday school are the chief primary sources used. 

1. Section II, page 4. 
Section III A, page 14 ff. 



S:::CTIOH II 

The general facts with regard to the beginning of the 

modern Sundsy school movement by Robert Raikes and other 

philanthropists in England are too well kno\vn to need repe­

ti tion here. In America the Sunde.y school had a separate and 

somewhat different origin, tho it was not 10n8' until the 

Raikes' movement was introduced and the religious ' tesching of 

the poor children became a philanthropic end non-denomina­

tional matter. l Du.rirtgthe colonial period f'nd the first 

quarter of the nineteenth century, the Sunday school work 

was cerried on largely by individuals in the loc sl churches 

or by philanthro:pic societies. The English "Society for the 

Promotion of Christian Knowledge" had its representatives 

in America, and in 1791 the "First Day or Sunday School Soc­

iety" of Phila~elphia was organized. 2 Following this date _ 

other societies and unions were orgcnized for local work, 

and in 1824 the national "American Sunday School Union" be­

gan its work. Local churches, in many cases, opposed the 

. Sunday school as it was advocated by these societies, tho 

in general they provided some means of rellg,i .Ol1S instruction 

for the children of their ovm members. 3 

The development of the 8undny school is closely lin~ed 

1. Brovn1, M.C. SUnday School Movements in America, r,l':, 0_.1. 

The American Journal of Education, Vol.XY, pp. 705. 
2. Brown, M.C. -p.2S. -

Trumbull, H.C. Yale Lectures ..2!!. the SUnday Schbo1,p. 123. 

3. Cppe.H.F'-~ Evolution ~ ~ Sunday School, Ch, VI. 

4 



v.'i th the movement that resul t e: d in the cooplete seculari-

zction of the public scho ols of the United Stntes. l efore 

1776 the general aim of the public sc'hool was reli s'lous ~ but 

in the period following the aim was largely secular, [,nd the 

control of p1J.blic education ,"[hich had been in the hends of 

'church authorities was ,turne d over to state officials. l At 

the same time the nature of the instruction ceased to be re-

li g-i ous and becflme secular. ""':7 1850 ~the change in aim, na­

ture, amd control of educa.tion was complete, and the public 

schools ha.d become strictly non-reli gious. 

The reason for this change is readily scene In the 

time of the early settlers the communities were made up large­

ly of people of the same religd.ous'aith. The stete and church 

were not distinguished. Hot,hing was more to expected than 

that the church thru its clergy, the educated class, should 

educate the children, especially since the chief aim of ed­

ucation was to fit the individua.l for church membership and 

for compliance with the established dootrines. So long as 

the community was of one belief, all parents were satisfied 

to have their children ta~ght the s ~me doctrine. But when 

different denominations bec t me intermingled in the s'arne 

community, there was a demand for relit;;ious instruction of 

children in the faith and doctrine of their parents. 

1. The American Journal of ?ducB,tion, Vol. 'TV, 1'1' . 707-708. 
Brown, M.C. p. 19. - -

Miss Brown quotes the experience as related by one who at­
. teaied a ixxiK7 school in this early period, to the effect 
that "the teacher constantly prayed with us every day and 
catechised us every week". 
See also Brown, S.W. The Secularization of A~erican ~d­
ucation, pp. 1,5,155.---
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The deno~inatiotis not having contro~of the schools 

began a struggle to take them out of the hands of church 

officials and to re~ove religious tests for teachers. The 

outcome of the struggle was the commOl) school system of Hew 

York, Permsylvania, aOOthe l:ew England States. l Dr.Brovln,in 

discussing the laws concerning educ8tion in this period, says, 

"The "Colonial Period of "American educational history vie have 

alrcl:'dy shovm to have been largely dominated by the relis-ious 

purpose and aim of ed~cation. The period i~~ediately succeding, 

ending approximately with the middle of the nineteenth century, 

was in many respects an intermediate, a trcnsitional period 

in educational affairs. ~ ••. It was" in this period that the 

problems involved by school systems and educational institu­

tions, partly religious and partly civic in their aims and 

control began to press themselves unon the American cOnscious­

ness ••••. The aim of education as set forth in this later leg-

islation was civic, industrinl, professional, not religious 

or ecclesias~ical.,,2 

Since religious instruction was no longer possible in the 

public schools, the churches slowly realized that they must 

give religious instruction thru denominational agencies. The 

lack of religious instruction was noted even before the nine­

teenth century, for a writer describing a section of Pennsyl­

venia in 1758, says, "The people are a mixture of nIl sorts of 

6 

1. See Graves,F.P. A History of Education in Uodern Times, 1)p.96-101. 
Since the Baptists were dissenters from " the beginninR of the 

Colonial Period they had many difficulties with ihe orihodox 
denominations. Amon&;!.' their difficulties "'Jere those over school 
affairs and doctrin~l t eaching. For a discussion of this from 
the Ba}>tist point of view, see Hewman,A.H. Vol.II. ;\moric!'n 
Church History. The Baptists. 

2. Brown, s. c.,'. pp. 56-57. 



religious belief;the schoolmasters have a different faith 

from their pupils, and the children, in like manner, differ 

from each. other. Hence Pennsylvania is known allover the 

world for its lamentable destitution and deficiency in the 

instruction of its children in the khowledge of Christianity.TTl 

After allowing for ex~ggeration in this account, this testi­

mony added to that of Dr. Brown which was quoted in the par-

agraph preceding this one, we may conclude that conditions 

were such as to call for XIlDrll an institution like the Sunda.y 

school in the early p~rt of the nineteenth centpry. 

'::e lmow that the "Baptist churches turned their attention 

to the giving of religious instruction' in this p.eriod, for the 

records show a large nu~ber of Sunday schools at this time. 

The Board of Directors of the Baptist General Tract Society 

in its first tr8ct published in 1824, says t "Sabbath schools 

are particularly calculated to give circulation to tracts.". 2 

At the annual mee~ing of this Society in 1830 the fect was 

discussed that Sundcy schools Vlore becoming so numerous that 

an annual accouilt of them should be taken. 3 ~,7hen the :Baptist 

General Tract SOCiety wes reorganized in 1840, one of the 

chief reasons for its reorganization was to enable it to carry 

on "Sabbath School" work and to affiliate with · the "Sabbath 

School" unioms then in eXistence. 4 

1. Acrelius,Isreal AHistory 2! ~ Sweden, p. 351. 

2. Brown, J.n. History of the American Baptist Public~.tion 
SOCiety, to 1856, p.2~---

3. Brown,J.U. p. 49. 

4. Brown,J.U. pp. 115-116. 
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~.7e shall not attempt to say how much the movement for 

secularization of education affected the Sunday schools, but 

we may conclude that its effect was in the long run benefic­

ial, because it forced the churches to give greater attention 

to the religious instruction of children. 

In common with other e ?-.rly s:ftlers the 13aT,ltists of I.Iass­

achusetts and Rhode Island gave religious instru~ion to chil­

dren as early as the time of Joger . rlilliams. The oris-in of Sun­

day schools among the Baptists is the s~~e as that of other 

denominations which grew out of the Puritans, for in the ear­

ly days the Baptists were· not very clearly distinguished from 

the Puritans. In 1642 a decree of the General Court of l.'!ass-

achusetts and in 1650 the Connecticut Code, ~rovided that ell 

children be catechised at least once a week by parents or mas­

ters or select-men. l The Pilgrims established a custom in 1690, 

of having the deacons assist the pastor in teaching the chil­

dren during the intermission between services on Sunday. Re­

ligious teaching w~ s also included in the public school course 

and in fact all books we~e of a religious character. 

The first Sunday school was at Plymouth in 1669, and a 

few others were established during the years immediately fol­

lowing. 2 These schools were distinctly different from those 

of a century later, since they were striotly religious in aim 

and were a part of the .Hew England td;toationalsystem. Seotar-

1. The Massaohusetts law is quoted by Brown·,U.C. p.l? and by 
Brown,S.W. p. 17. 

The Conneotiout law is quoted by Brown,S.TI. pp. 5-6 and by 
Boone,R.G. Eduoation in ~ United states, p. 47. 

2.Bro~.t H.C. p. 19 • • 
Amerioan Journal of Eduoation, Vol.XV.,p. 705. 
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iariniSl!l increased and the troubles of war cll1:1.Se d negleet, 

and vlhen next the Sunday school movement appeared it vms in 

Yirginia. and South Carolina and othei southern states where 

Baptists at that time wore not numerous. These schools w'l th 

those of Hew York ,Rhode Island t and Penns~71 vania e8tabli shed 

from 1786 to 1800 were on the Raikes' plan. 

Certain charecteristics of the eerly Baptists hindered 

the development of the Sunday school. These were their extreme­

ly radical views with regard to their particular faith and 

form of church government. Raving been driven from place to 

place by persecution, and forced to fight for existence ns a 

denomination, the leaders became very skillful in 'controversy 

and were noted for their zeal far more than for their learning. 

With the memory of their experience with a tax-supported and 

well educated but immoral clergy in Virginia and other royal 

colonies, the Baptists became strongly prejudiced in favor of 

a clergy from the. ranks of the people, uneducated and unpaid 

for religiow work. l These things made the Baptists stress the 

evangelistic ~d missionary phases of church life rather than 

the educational. 

Despite these influences there were local Sunday schools 

organized even during the earliest period of the history of 

tbe denomination. About 1740 the German Seventh Day Baptists 

began a Sunday school at Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pennsyl­

vania. 2 In 1796 the Do.ver Association of Virginia appointed 

1. Uewmtm, A.H. p 366 ff. ' 

2. Duncan, R.S. Hi*tory 2! Sunday Schools, p 176 ff. 
Americ~n Baptist Register, 1833. 
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a committeeto prepare a suitable catechism for chiliren. In 

1809 at the General Association of Virginla Baptists the re­

li~us ed~cation of children was discussed, which indicated 

a recognition of the need for something of the nature of 

Sunday school work at that time. In 1797.(01' l79l.records 

vary) a Sunday school for the children ·who YJ'orked in a cot­

ton factory. was opened in Pawtucket. Rhode Island. by Hr. 

Collier a stUdent in Brovm Uni versi ty. and supported by Hr. 
. 1 

Samuel Slater a cotton manufacture~ In 1804 a Sunday .school 

VTas stf'.rted in the Broadway Baptist church, Baltimore. In 

1805 the Mulberry Street Baptist Church Vias founded. and £. 

Sund~y school, t said to be the ,first in the state of Hew York, 

was begun soon after the founding of the chnrch. 2 In 1807 

the first Sunday school west of the ~assissippi Vias started 
3 by Mrs. I;Iurphy the wife of a. Baptist preacher. This school 

was for the children of a company of settlers from Tennessee 

who had settled in St.Francois County, Missouri. In 1817 Rev. 

T.P.Green from Tennessee started a system of Sunday schools 

in Cape Girardaau County, 1lissouri. and carried it on in the 

face of great opposition. Two missionaries, J.ll.Peck and J.E. 

Welch, the first sent out by the "Triennial Convention", be- . 

gan a Sunday school in St.Louis in 1818. 4 This school which 

was for negro children, was a part of the miSSionary work of 

1. Americen Journa.l .2i. Educa.tion, Vol. XV.p. 705. 

2, American Bal2tist Register, 1833, p. 115. 
; 

3. Duncan,R.S. History of Missouri Bal2tists. r· 43. 

4. Dunccn, p. 88. 
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these men. This early work ot the mission&ries in llissouri, 

and Illinois( where it began possibly a few years earlier than 

in Missouri tho no records are at hand.) was not strictly de-

nominational in character, as is shown by the fact that in 

1831 Rev. Green became the agent for the ..American Sunda~r 
southeast 

School Union in~fissoul.'l. Other leaders in Sunday school Vlorle 

in the MIddle Vlest also Vlere at this time agents of the .P.Jn., 

erican Sunday School Union. 

The reports of "Triennial" and · other conventions both 

state and national, during the first quarter of the nineteenth 

centrry sl:ow l10 ge~1eral Sunday school movements, or recogni t- . 

ion :.of need for the work. At the founding of the Baptist 

General Tract Society in 1824, and especially when it was 

reorganized as the American Baptist Publication Society in 

1840. the beginning of a national Ba.ptist ~l1nd.ay 8chool move-

ment was made. 

In the records there is little said directly concern­

ing the aim of the fJ'unday school. Our judge~:ejlt as to the a.im 

of the early Sunday school is largely based on indirect ev­

idence. From the discussions that have been left to us from 

the earliest date to'about 1800, the dominant aim was reliEious 

instruction 'in the common meaning of the term. l In those cases 

Where the Sunday schools were founded as charity schools for 

the poor of for factory children, the aim included instruc­

tion in morals, reading, writing, and arithmetic. The mission 

school of Peck and ~elch in St.Louis among negro childron, 

seems to have been evangelistic in purpose, for the report~ 

1. Brown, S.W. p. 5. 
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show a great number of conversions and the establishing of 

a church from the Sunday school membership.l As the denomi­

nation grew and strife over doctrine continued, the aim of 

the Sunday school turned more and more to that of the next 

period,' that of teaching the Bible from the sectarian point 

of view. 

The plan of organization of the Sunday schools was sim­

ple. The school was often conducted at first by one person or 

a small group of persons who ,acted as teachers and called in 

others as assistants when needed. Often the pastor was the 

leader, tho frequently the pastor opposed the Sunday school, 

especially in the Middle West, and attempted to keep it out 

of the church and distinct from the church organization. The 

SundaY lsc'hools were local in government just as were the 

churches. '·tho some county and state asSociations aided in 

their extension. l 

In perhaps e large number of the schools, catechisms 

and Bible verses constituted the extent of subject-matter, 

The charitable schools in the early years had the three R's 

and · moral precepts as the chief part of the.ir curriculum. 

Among the earliestschools the spelling book and hymn book 

were the chief text-books required. 2 No general or uniform 

plan of lessons was followed until considerably l r- ter in the 

century. The whole subject-matter seems to have been treated 

from the point of view of church faith and doctrine after 

the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

1. Bro\m, M.e. p. ~15; 

2. American Journal£! Education, . Vol.XV. : p. 707. 
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In a discussion of the methods , just ~ s in the discus­

sion of the aim: pf the Sunday school during this period, \1e 

must rely largely on indirect evidence. Class instruction 

seems to have been common among the early schools; in fact it 'I"las 

a peculiar American development. Peck and \7elch in St .Louis 

organized their school into classes and had 5 or 6 negro assis­

tants. l Portions of the Bible were read and memorized and 

the verses explained, often word by word. Catechisms were pre­

pared for the children and they were ~\uired to learn the ans­

wersto the questions. The early laws of Uass l.lchusetts and 

Connecticut which were referre d to previously, required the 

masters, the parents, or the select-men to catechise the chil-
.. " 2 

dren at least once a week. 

During this period there gradually grew a reco gnition 

of the fact that the Sunday school could become of value in 

supplementing the moral and reli p::ious " instruction of the church 

and the home. With this recognition there also grew a better 

idea as to the subject-matter and methods to be use d . The 

leaders in Sunday school v/ork also came to realize th ,?,t their 

foces must be organized in order to be effective; and as a re­

sult of this the American Sunday School Union was organized 

in 1824. But there was no widespre cd recogni tiOll amort! Bap­

tists, during this early ~eriod~that a denominational Sunday 

agency was needed and i t.,..s not until after 1824 that an~r ef­

fort~s made to secure one. 

1. See note 4 page 10. 

2. Cope, R.F. p. 101. 
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SECTIon III 

The Two Periods of There are no detes at which Baptist 
Development of Bap-
tist Sundcy ~chools S'll:nday school history can be sh'-'rply defined. 
in the United States 
after the First A definite beginning had 1)0en made, however, 
Quarter of the 
Nineteenth Century. by the close of ,the first ' quarter of the 

nineteenth century. In this study two large periods arc marked 

off in the time after 1824. The year 1824 is taken es the be­

ginning of the first period, because that is the dcte of the 

founding of the organization which afterward becQme the Amer- , 

ic~n Bapti,st PublicE:tion Society. The orga.nization of this society 

was the first move'ment which led to a unified effort for Sun-

day school work among the Baptists of the United States. This 

period saw the' change from interdenominational to complete de­

nomi!lational control of the, Sunday schools in Baptist churches. 

The beginning of 'the second period is, set at the opening of 
. ' 

the twentieth century, bec lluse at about that time \7ere begun 

the recent developments which are bringing improvement in or-
, " , 

ganization, subject-matter, and method. At ,the opening of the 

second period there seems to r.ave "come a. recognition 'of the 
~ .. " - ., " . 

fect that "the :Sunday school must first, of all' be the school 

of the churoh, with the aim of securing the best possible re­

ligious development of the, child. l 
, . , 

1. For a discussion of tho Sunday school as the school of the 
.' Church, ~ee CO,e,. Geo .A. Education in Religion and Morals. 
_ ', ]?P. 25~-290.'. _-" 



(Part A. From apprO Xil:1ately 1 8 24 to 1900 .) 

The American Sunday School Union was a large factor in 

establishing ·Sunday schools in the early period of their de­

velopment in the United States. l This union" hO'llever, did not 

aim at establishing union schools where denouinational schools 

~ere in existence or could be maintained. In the i111ion schools 

provision was made that no doctrines of a denominational char­

acter be taught. l!atu~ally this provision was not satisfactory 

to the Baptists, who insisted on the right to teach the "whole 

truth" as they understood it. Because of their dissatisfaction . 

with the union schools, Baptists felt the need for Sunday 

schools strictly Baptist in charccter. 

Before it was possible to have Sunday schools strictly 

Baptist in character, a long period of opposition to Sunday 

schools had to be passed. The nature of that opposition may 

be expressed in the words of one of the pioneers in Sunday 

school work, who says, "! came home lately from the military 

tract. The Baptists belonging to the Crook6d Creek Association 

would not suffer me to preach in their houses. One of them in­

vited me to preach in his home but alas! when he found that I 

Vles favorable to Sundl?Y schoools he said that ' the. church 

would deal with him'if he suffered a man of that character 

to praach in his house. ,,2 \'Ii th such opposition as this and 

pastors who knew little about Sunday school work and who had 

very little interest in it, thinking it was a "new-fangled 

1. For a complete account of the American Sun~y School Union 
see American Journal of ~ducation, Vol. l.",r. 705-720. 

2. :ea;pt1et ~ Missions 1.u. America, Jub1leE? "l[oJume • p j'".Z7 ... J·,zy 
This is an experience of Rev. Wl·Kinner~~;rorgan CO.,Ill, 1832. 
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notion from ~ the devillT~ the Sundcy school developed. slow­

ly.l Despite this opposition, which was strongest in the Hid­

dIe West, the number of Sunday sch~ols was constantly growing. 

~e CruTI10t give the figures for these early years, yet we Imow 

that the number of ~unday schools was so' large in 1830 that 

at the sixth annual meeting of the Baptist General Tract Soc­

iety the need was urged for an annual account of the teachers 

and scholars. In the same report thez:e is this interesting 

statement; "The time may come when the number of schools in 

our denomination will t ee so great as to require the Tract 

Society to publish a series of Sunday school books suited to 

their use. 1T2 So great was the increase'in the number of schools 

that just ten years later the Tract Society found it necessary 

to reorganize and extend its work 80 as to include the publi­

cation of Sunday school literature. 

~~ile the opposition to Sunday schools was being over-

come and the number <Cf schools was being rapidly increased. 

the change to complete denominational control was being grad­

ually effected. In . some states the general church association 

or e. Baptist Sunday school union or convention~8ssumed direc­

tion of the work, making it strictly denominational in char­

acter. In Conneoticut a Sabbath school society was formed in 

1832. In other states unions were formed earlier. The movement 

for state organizations spread until by 1873 nearly every state 

1. For the general -opposition to SUnday schools, see 
. Cope, ~h. VI. 

2. Brown,J.N. p.49. 
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was organized for Baptist Sundey school work. l The chru1ge in 

locals schools, hov!ever, was not then complete, for a report 

in 1880 states that lfonly about one half of our churches have 

as yet distinctively Baptist schools".2 Taking into aC80unt 

the fact that in 1880 Baptist churches without Sunday schools 

at all were frequently to be found, we are yet justified in 

the conclusion that the chan~e to denominational control was 

not complete until late in the nineteenth century. 

To illustrate this change we give an account of the 

movement as it occured in THssouri. Missouri is selected be-

cause the reports from which information is readily secured, 

are at'hand, Tho the change in Missouri came later than in a 

number of the eastern states, it is fairly typical of the 

whole movement, for Missouri is the co~~on meeting point of 

pioneer influences from both north and south. The Missouri 

Baptist Gener~l Association first gave attention to Sunday 

schools in l845,when it became practically an auxiliary of the 

American Sundey School Union. Little was done, however, in ex­

tension and development of the Sunday school by Baptists for 

a number of years, and the reports were chiefly laments over 

the lack of enthusiasm for the 'work. In the meantime there 

was, growing a sentiment that children of Baptist parents 

should be taught Baptist principles in a Baptist B.mday school. 

A report, in 1865, suggest's ",T-h.f;lt in the administration of our 

Sunday school affairs, we avoid all praotices and compliances 

contrary to the simplicity of our denominat'ion and the word of 

1. Dates are given in the American Baptist Register, ~. 
See page following for more extended account. 

\ 

~. Report of The American Baptist , Publication SOCiety. 1880, 
p. 24. --
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GOd ll • l Definite e.ction toward making the Sundey schools in 

Baptist churches strictly Baptist was taken in 1868, when the 

Ir.issouri Baptist Sunday School Convention was or ~anized. Com­

plete denominational control was effected when th1.s convention 

bec r: me a part of the General Association in 1878"and its work 

was takem over ~ a Sunday School Board. 

The more influential agenc i es in Baptist Sunday school 

extensio~re the national, publishing societies, the American 

Baptist Publiaation SocietY,and the Sunday School Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. These agencies have a system of 

close cooperation with the state organizations and are largely 

responsible for the success of the work in the various states. 

Since the Am~rican Baptist Publication Socie~y ~as the first 

in the field we shall discuss its work first. 

The idea of a national agency for Sunday school work 

was slow in its development. It seems to have grovm out of the 

mission wor:c of the church and to have been borrowed partly 

from other denominations. There had been but little effort to-

ward Sunday school extension before :1824, tho J.M.Peck. the 

first missionary of the Triennial Convention,had est~blished 

a fe* schools as early as 1817. The work of Peck, however, was 

local and inoidental to his regular work as a missionary. Other 

pioneer preachers seem to have carried the Sunday school idea 

with them as they went west. but their work was local and sup­

ported by local churches or associations. H9thing approximating 

a national agency was founded until 1824, and even ~s lete as 

1. Yeamen, '71 .P. History of the Missouri Baptist General Assoc­
iation, p. 261. Quoter-from the report of the General Assoc­
iation, 1865. 
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1830 no effort had been made to publish ~aptist Sunday school 

literature. l Even later than 1839 the publications of the !,m­

erican Sunday School Union seem to have been u~ed by Baptist 

Sunday schools; for at that tIme one purpose of the reorgani­

zation of the Baptist General Tract Society was to enable it 

to secure the publications of the American Sund['.~~ School Union. 2 

The American B~ptist Publication Society, b~gun as the 

Baptist General Treed; Society, Was founded in Washington, D.C., 

February 25, .1824. 3 The purpose of the Tract Societ :,~ Y.'as the 

public etion and distribution of religious tracts as a means of 

evangelizati.on. Sabbath schools were eX!>ected to gi VEl largo 

circulation to the tracts among' the scholars. In this way it was 

hoped that the parents of the children would also get the ben­

efit of the tracts. At tho sixth annual meeting of the Tract 

Society the need was recognized for Sunday school publications. 

In 1835 an attempt was made to enlarge the Tract Society to en­

able it to publish books and periodic Els for fc.mily and St l.J1(l~y 

school use. In 183~ the Hudson River Association urged the need 

for a Baptist Sunday school union to furnish literature for Bap-
. to 4 f 1st Sunday schools. Following these "suggestions the Board 0 

the Tract Society worked out a plan of reorganization which was 

adopted in 1840. The purpose of the reorganized society, as stat­

ed in the constitution, was to "publish such books as are needed 

by the Baptist denomination, end to promote SUnday schools by 

such measures as ~xperienGe may prove exped~ent".5The reorgan-

1. BroWll,J.li. p. 49. 
2. " "" p 115. 
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4. Brown,J.U. p. 114. 
5. Quoted by Brovnl, p. 117. " 



ized society began immediately to do Sunday school work, and 

in 1840 it published what were probably the first lessons and 

hel~s for teachers brou~ht out by any denominational publisher 

in America. 

When the General Tract SOCiety was reor~anized with a 

new purpose it also adopted · a nevI name t that of the American 

Baptist Publication Society. Since that time the Society has 

done a great deal of denominational work other than that related 

to Sundey schools, but it is in the Sundry school work alone 

that 'lIe are interested. It is not our purpose to give a history 

of the development of even the Sunday school work of the Soc­

iety except as · it is incidental to the general development of 

the Sunday school, hence such events as the beginning of the 

publicetion of graded lessons or of teacher training literature 

will be left to a later discussion. Passing over a great period 

in the history of the Society we shall show as briefly as pos-­

sible the form of organization at the present time. l 

At present the general Sunday school work of the Ameri­

can Baptist Publication SOCiety is under two depattments, the 

missionary and·the educational. 2The work of each department is 

divided and placed in charge of experts in the particular field. 

The IUssionary Department has a two-fold purpose in its work, 

(1) the purely miSSionary, in which it gives emphasis to the 

12l.Bllting of new schools ·where there none, and( 2) the educational, 

1. For a lirief history see the Heport of the society, 1899, p.44-
52. 

2. ~his paragraph and the two following are based on a study 
of the Report of the society as found in the northern Baptist 
Convention Annual,19l6, pp~ 323-385. 
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in which it gives specia~ emphasis to the development of such 

schools as are already in existence, and to increasing the use 

of denominational Ii ternture in them. ~hc extent of the \york of 

the Missionary Department is indicated by the facts that in the 

year 1915-16 218 n8l7 Sunday schools Ylere established, and since 

1840 a t9tal of 16,153 have been organized. In addition to e·stab­

lishing new schools the department has sold and given away thous­

ands of books and held numerous institutes for. Sunday school 

te ~chers and officers. 

The Educational Department is also missionary in the larger 

sense. It has secured~or has plans for securing, a Director who 

is an expert in Sunday school curriculum and method, in each 

state of the Northern Baptist Convention. This is done in coop­

eration with the state organizations. This department seeks also 

to arouse interest, and to fOT'tnlJ14tC t1enJJlunYin the local 

church a constructive program of religio.u's ednc[,tion v:hlch is 

to be effectively administered in all phases of church activity. 

Just now special effort is being made to standardize the Sun-

day school according to the standards approved by the Sunday 

School Co~cil of Evengelical Denominations and the Commission 

on Religiousrducation of the Northern Baptist Convention. I.reans 

of carrying out these functions are found in various ways. Teach­

er t~aining is one. The training institute, an extension of 

teac~er training, is another. The Elementary TIork Department is 

yet another, The Dep p. rtment of· Social Servioe with its Daily 

Vacation Bible School and Teen Age work,is also in close assoc­

iation with the other departments and helps to raise the stan­

darQ of Sunday schoo~ work. 
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Another function of the American Baptist Pu1)lication Soc­

iety is indirectly of ver:r great j_nfluenc.e in th o devclopr:'ent 

of religious education in 3aptist Sund~y schools. This is its 

inter-denominational cooperation. To shovl "lhat this is Q. par­

agra',h is taken from the 1916 report of the Board of Eanagers. 

" ITo single movement in the Sunday school ",orld has had a wider 

influence than the organization of the Sunday School Council. 

Dr. A.J.Rowland is more responsible than any other man for 0ring­

ing this body into being, and served as its first president. 

Dr. Geo.T.Webb of the Editorial Department, is the present ef­

ficient secretary. No service rendered by the Council has been 

more important than its educational recommendations, Agreements 

are secured on principles of Sunday school advance and on meth­

ods to be followed; such as the promotion of a Sunday school 

standard, setting up departmental standards, fixing teacher 

training standards, adjusting relations between young people's 

societies and the Sunday school etc. The educational secretary 

has continued to represent the council on the International 

Sundry School Corm-ni tte~, with Dr. Geo. T. Webb as the representative 

of the Northern Bapti st Convent,ion. Service has aleo been given 

to the International and state Sunday school associations, ~d 

to the committe.on Christian Educ~tion of the F~deral Council 

of Churches of Christ in America."l 

The great importance of the Publication ,Society ' asan a­

gency for Baptist Sunday school work is seen in the extent of 

its activities. (1) It prepares and publishes at small cost the 

1. Uorthern Ba:otist Convention Annual, 1916, p. 367. 



lesson materials end periodic 2ls for the Sund~y school. (2) 

It publishes teacher training courses and urges their use by 

teachers ~a officers of the local schools, and also main­

tains teacher training institutes. (3) It plants ne\7 schools 

where they are needed and can be maintained, and aid s weak 

schools by grants of literature and by 80ndin8' experts to en­

courage '2nd build. them up. (4) It-places in every state, in co­

operation with the state associations, a special Sunday school 

worker who inspects. recomTlends. and by various moans, raises 

the stand?rd of the local schools. 1 , '!1hus the ?u"olicatiol1 :3 00-

iety bears the same relation to the '5a-ptist ~:; unr.1 o.;y- schools of 

tho northern states as the office of a state superintendent of 

schools does to the public schools of a state, and acts as pub-

lishing house in addition. 

The Sunday·School Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion, tho somewhat different in its organization, ha s . a:none 

the Sonthern Baptists, functions similar to those of the Amer­

ican Baptist Publication Society among Horthern Baptists. Since 

the Sunday School Board is more recent in its oYi r in and so 

does not reflect in its history the early movements for Sunday 

school development. the account given of it will be le ss exten­

ded than that given of the Publication Society. 

The present Sunday School Board had its origin in the 

year 1911, but there were forerunners of which we shall need 

to take account. Because of the difficulties that <iliv'ideJ the 

Horth and the South before the Civil War it was found inadvis-

1. This phase of the work i~ reported as early as 1867. In 1874 
the SOCiety had Sunday school missionaries in 20 states and 4 
workers among the freedmen of the South. The number of Sundcy 
school missionaries has since been increesed. 
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able to try to continue the old Triennial Convention.1The 

Southern Baptists organized a separate convention and at its 

first session,in 1845, appointed two mission boards, one for 

foreign and one for domestic mis sions. The Domestic lussion 

' Board at once too;c up Sundey school work and e::1phasized the n 

need for a Sunday school literature suited to the Southern Bap­

tists. To supply the need for Sundey school literature the 

Southern Baptist Publication Soci~ty ' was organized in 1847. 

as an auxiliary of the Domestic Mission Board. This 'Board pro­

vided for Sunday school extension by directing its' regular mis­

sionaries ' to found new schools as part of their work. The val~e 

of Sunday schools \""ras recognized among southern people in the 

early dr,ys of their separate work,as is shovm by the reports 

of the Southern Baptist Convention. One report seys. " ~~is in­

sti tution (the Sabbath school). that looks to the r eli s-ious 

training::of chil,dren has been employed with good success. b ~­

nearly all of the missionaries under the patronage of the Board. 

Many have been added to the churches from its ranl: s.,,2 

The Sunday school Vlork of the Domestic Hission Board in-
and 

creased~in 1863 the Southern Baptist Convention created a epec-

ial Sunday School Board,.' In 1868 this board uni teu. with the 

Southern Baptist Sabbath School Union and was knO\'ln as the ~un­

day school Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. But in 

1873 it was felt that too much machinery had been created and 

that Sunday school work was properly a function of the Domestic 

1. For, a complete see Uewman.A.H. pp. 443 ff. 
i s 
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:.assion Eoard • .At the session of the Conventi on that year the 

Sundc.y School and :Jomestic 1.1ission 'B oards 'l.'lere merged into one 

mission board which was to carryon the Sunday sC:-lool vlOrk as 

it had done before 1868. Before it was merged ~ith the Domestic 

I.1ission Board the Sunday School Board reported 4,535 SUilday 

schools 'iTi th 210,960 scho'l4tts. But this number was small in 

comparison with the number of churches and church l'1em".:J ers, 

many of whom had very little interest in the Sunday school. l 

After 1875 the publhration of Sunday school literature Ylas 

done by a second Southern Baptist Publication Society, but no 

records of its work are available. 

The present ::il'-!)day School Board was organized b~ the 

Southern 'Baptist'Convention in session at Birmingham, Alabama , 

May 11, 1992. 2 It was given the , "tasl: of publishing a Sunday 

school literature and otherwise caring for the Sunday school 

interests for the Baptists of the south". The periodicals and 

other materials for the ~unday school that had been published 

by the home mission board of the Convention, were turned over 

to the new l)oard. which began i ts wor~ with a. definitely mar::ced 

out field and a great need to be met. rrB.ny diffic,11 tie s had to 

be ovel'come but the board has had remarkable success in con-

ducting its business. It has outgrown its original function 

and become the publishing and .general clearing house for all 

phases of ~he work of the Southern Baptist ~hu!ches. It has 

also become a large financial f~ct~~Jontributing from its 

1. Dunc~, p. 240. Ch. XX. 

2. This end the follo\vtng par!'.graph is :'based on a stUdy of 
reports of the Sunday School Board as 1~lmd in the Annuals 
£~l~~e Southern Baptist Convention f<?r the years ,1915 and 
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fund.s to the support of seminaries, missionary schools, and 

to state Sunday school and mission bo e- rds. Gifts have been 

me.de in the form of literature, endovvment~ for salaries of pro­

fessors, and cash for pa~'1I1ent of the salaries of state Ylorkers. 

The work of the Sund&y School Board, bearing most dir­

ectly on the Sunday school is conducted thru special depart­

ments. These departments are (1) Publication, (2) a lesson com­

mittee,' (3) Bible Class, (4) Tea.cher Training •. Experts are in 
. 1S 

charge of each department and the work of eachAcarefuily defined 

in the interest of administrative efficiency. A number of field 

agents act as rep~esentative of the Board among churches .in the 

various states in which the Board operates. 

The Sunday School Board, thru these departments, is 

largely responsible for all the recent improvements in the Sun­

day schools of the southern Baptist churches. The improvements. 

which this Board has effected have been much the same as those 

which the .American Baptist Publication Society has brought about 

in the Sunday schools of northern Baptist churches. These im­

provements are mainly in lesson material, in methods of teach­

ing and in the training of teachers. The Sunday School Board 

has also represented the Southern Baptists in the imterdenom­

inational work of the Sunday School Council. l In general the 

Board has extended its work as the needs of the people . it serves 

have indle,ated the opportunity for greater usefulness. So close­

ly has the Board followed the needs of ita people that its de-

velopment i~ a faif indication of the progress made in recent 

years by the Baptist Sunday schools of the southern states. 

1. See page 22. 

26 



Aside from these two national agencies of S~~day school 

extens~on there have been other agencies of narrower scope but 

of sufficient \f>ortance that we shall need to take some account 

of them. Of these the state boards and conventions have been 

the most i mportant. But before discussing them we shall look 

for a moment at two organizations, the latter of which is of 

importance because of the i mpetus it gave to the work of the 

state organizations. These are the New England Sabbath School 

Union and the ~ationa1 Baptist Sunday School Convention. 

The New England Sabbath School Union which was founded 

in 1835" had as its purpose the promotion of "Baptist Sabbath 

Schools" in every way pOSSible, especially by the publication 

and circulation of literature. l In 1839 when the Bapt"ist Gen­

eral TEact Society proposed a reorganization, one of its pro­

visions was "That an arrangement be entered into ,with the lle'w 

England Sabbath School Union. either to amalgamate or to sup­

ply us with a large and very general assortment of their pub­

lications. ;,2 Ag~in in 1848 an effort was made to combine the 

Hew England Sabbath School Union Vlith the American Baptist Pub­

lication Sooiety but it was not until 1856 that the business 

was completed. At that time the Publication Society bought the 

entire stock of the Sabbath School Union, plates, engrrvings, 

and copyrights, and made it a part of the equipmen~ of the 

Publication Society. 

A IJational Baptist Sunday School Convention was held at 

St.Louis, Missouri, November 2. 1868, having been called by the 

Amerioan Baptist Publication Society. The records of this con-

1. For these f acts and dates see Duncan and the American Baptist 
. Register for 1836. 

2. ~rown.J.N. p. 115. 
" . \ .... '. - .... 
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vention contain some very interesting suggestions as to Sun­

day school work. l First there was an expression of the unani­

mou s sentiment that SundRY schols shou~d be ~urelyBaptist in 

character. As to the time of day for the Sund r,y school ses­

sion, it \'/as decided that before the morning service or at some 

special hour in the afternoon would be best. As to the length 

of the session, it was recommended that it should not exceed 

one hour. A resolution was adopted as follows: "That we recom­

mend the thorough organization in all states, of oD.r 138ptist 

Sunday schools into state and dIstrict conventions and as far' 

as possible the employment of st ote and district mis s ionaries". 

Another resolution urged a weekly Bal'tist Sunday School Teach­

ers' paper and appointed a ommittee concerning the matter. As 

a final result of this resolution the Baptist Te acher was 

founded in 1869. 2 

The resolution concerning st~te organization of Sunday 

school work which was adopted by the Hational Convention, in­

dicates a widespread movement. Some of the states had organiza­

tions before the time of the national Convention, but in per­

hal'S a larger number of the states organi2;ations were formed 
the 

a short time after"convention. The date of organization of 

sqme of these unions and conventions goes back to the early 

part of the nineteenth century. In New Hampshire a Sabbath 

School Union was formed in 1828,' and in 1832. reported 90 churoh­

es with 90 Sunday sohools and 4,300 soholars • . In 1830 organ­

izations were formed in Vermont and Connecticut. The Massaohus­

etts Sabbath SohoolUnion begnn in 1832. Al~ these organizations 

1. Duncan. 1'1'. 229 ff • . J)uncan' was a delegate to the oonvention · 
and gives the aooount from his own experience. 
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were separate from the church associations. Sund!:'y school 

organizations were formed in a number of states after 1830 

and had become general by 1875, having developed as the demand 

gTm7 for the denominationalizing of the Sundey schools~ 1 

The state organizations have taken two characteristic 

forms. In general in the northern states the form has been 

that of a separ.te convention or institute, while in the south­

ern states it has been that of a Sunday school board as an aux­

iliary of the state association of the church. Previous to 1869, 

20 organizations of the two forms had been' put into operation, 

and in the four yee.rs following t\"le.l ve 'others were begun. Of 

these 32 state organiza,tions in 1873, 18 were separate con­

ventions and 14 were Sunday school boards. 2 

These two types of organizations had correspondingly dif­

ferent methods of carrying on their wor}:. The separate conven-

'tions sent out men, ministers or laymen, whose sole work was 

to organize new and visit old Sunday schools and superintend 

their development. The Sunday school boards used ministers 

under appointment by the church convention'of the state, pas­

tors of the local churches, and general missionaries and sup­

plied them with literature for their Sunday school work. 

The records are not at hand for each of these state or­

ganizations' but the movement in Missouri seems to be typio'al 

at least of the western states, especially since in Missouri 
- , 

both· characteristic forms of ~rganization were found at dif-

.~. The figures here are ~aken from Duncan, Ch. XXII. 

i. See pages 16 and 17. 



ferent times. This is to be expected because of the location 

of the state on the. border bet'Ileen Horth and South "Where in­

fluences from both( sections would naturally meet, In 1845 the 

Baptist · General Association in Ivrissouri adopted the literature 

of the American Sunday School Union and recommended its use 
. ways 

among the Sundey schools ' of the state. l In other the Baptists 

of the st[',te worked -' in cooperation with the American SUnday . , , ' 

School Union, 'but for various reasons the Sundey school work 

in Baptist churches did not develop as .it shOUld and there 

grew up the feeling that a separate organization, distinctive­

ly Baptist, was needed. 

In 1868, to meet the need for a distinctively Baptist or­

ganization, the Missouri Baptist Sunday School Convention was 

started. Although the Convention was organized at the meeting 

of the state Association and was led by men prominent in the 

. Association, it was entirely separate in its o~ganization and 

work~ The Oonvention w~s a very vigorous Sunday school agency 
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vention 
for a ' few 'years, but the enthusiasm was seon lost and the Con-

was absorbed into the General Associatifvn •. To ,take care of _.the 

work which the C'onvention had d6ne the General Association pro-
- . 

vided a board of ten members. 

Reports of the " Sunday School ' Convention during its exist­

ence , from l868 .to 1878 8li~w that from 1868 to 1874 the number 

of Sunday" ,schools i~~reased ·very . rapidly t ' . but 1;hat from 1874 
'f ~ "," -. ' "" , " ' 

to to 1878 .they decreased even 'more rapidly. In view of this 
. . 

~ecrease" ;the purpose of the merging of the , Conven~on into the 
',~ • • • -~ ,j .. 

General Association' is~~earlY a natural one. This purpose is 

, 
. 1. y,§.DlS.Q, W.P. iSla. XV. ~ 

, . See . also r~ports of the Sunday .. School Convention in the .II1in- ,_ . 
~t"'L:~tf!.~ _Pf, · ~~! . G~.nBj8.l ' ,'~ssocla\i.o~~ \ 1868 " to ~ 1_8J8 .~ ", ' .,;,', 'l __ r';.;;~' :oj:~K~~j-~ 



stated in the report of the General Association for 1879. It 

seems that the church rne~ers · regarded the Sunday school, not 

as a part of the church work, but as a charitable organization 

for the moral uplift of the poor end ignorant. That the Sunday 

school really is the "church at study" was not commonly accep­

ted or put into practice :. as is shown by the fe.ct that in the 

1300 churches in the ·sta.te in 1879, there were only 400 Sunday 

schools. It was thought that many people would support the Gen­

eral Association willingly who would not support the Sunday 

School Convention as a separate organization. So it was thought 

that the best way to get support. for the Sunday school was to 

make its work a church activity by putting it under the c~ntrol 

of the General Association. 

No permanent plan of state work was ever edopted, ·' tho a 

number were tried out. Up to 1888 o~ Sunday school missionary 

for the state had been employed by the Sunday school bocrd and 

paid by the board and the American Baptist Publication Society. 
'" 

In 1888 it rlas suggested that the state be divided into four 
be 

~istricts end four missionariesAappointed. 'But this plan did 

not work out because the district associations oould not give 

the neoessary financial support. From l88~ to 1895 the ~nday' 

school work was left to the general missionaries. In 1895 it 
\ 

Was recommended that two Sunday school men be appointed, one 

for north .of the Missouri River and one for south of the river. 

This plan · also failed to work out largely beoause of a lack of 

finances. For some years after 1899 a great revival of SUnday 

. school effoyt was made in the stste and a state secretary main­

tained. Under the plan which was adopted in 1914, the SUnday 
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school work is controlled by the state mission board of the 

General Association and is considered a par~ of the state mis-

sion work. 

Another form of local Sunday school organization is that 

of the district or county convention which is usually an "auxil­

iary of the church association in the corresponding district. 

The chief function of such a convention is to discuss local 

problems and to keep up interest in Sunday school work thru the 

enthusiasm that attends a convention. This form of convention 

is probably older than the larger state organizations. The !ill­
erice,n Baptist' ,Register as early as 1833, notes some of these 

loc al organizations among the New England States. The state 

Sunday school convention of Ohio,in 1863, organized an auxil­

iary convention in each of the districts of the state. l The 

Missouri Baptist Sunday Sunday School Convention, during its 

brief existence, organized a number of district conventions but 

most of them soon were forgotten. 2 Since the time of the state 

convention local conventions have been organized tn "practical­

ly every co'unty lnthe state. The report of the American Bap­

tist Publication Society for 1870, gives as one of the aims of 
''. ~ 

the Sunday school missionary in each state, "To organize a SUn-
... , J ... ~ 

day sohool convention, in" each association t~ his state" .3 These 

local organizations have doubtless done a , grea~ deal to keep 

up interest in the work, ' and are yet to be found ,in a large 

number of states. 

1. Duncan, p. 268. 

2. See note 1 page 30. 

3. Report, 1870, p., ,23. 
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The period of the last three-£outths of the nineteenth 

century among Baptist Sunday schools, as in the national hist-
: 1 ory of the United States, was one of expanslon. The chief 

thought of the Sunday school workers seenis to have been to es;;..­

tablish more schools and 8choolsin new places. In carrying 

out this purpose of expansion the Sund2Y school missionaries 

kept well to the front among pioneers and each new settle'nent 

soon had its Baptist Sundpy School even tho there were few Bap­

tists in the cornrnuni ty. 2 The very, fact of the large number of 

Baptists in the newer states of the western and south\'lestern 

parts of the United St8tes. indicat c~\\ a denomination they 

have been long on the ground End ~ctive in the spre ad of their 

A study of the records for this period of Eaptist Sunday 

school development will point to the truth of the statement 

that the multiplying of schools and agencies of extension was 

the chief problem in the thought and e.cti vi ty of the time. The 

Sunday Sahool Board of .the Southern Baptist Convention. in 1873, 

reported 4,535 schools and 210,960 scholers·. 3 .For 1915 there 

were reported in the same territory 18,575 schools an~ 1,757,770 

scholars. 4 In 1873 there was little interest in Sunday schools 

among the southern churches, but now nearly all the churches 

have Sunday sch~ols and the standard of those in existence is 

being steadily raised. In the reports of the ~er~can Baptist 

, 

1. Thi.s period in national history has been madefamilinr as one 
of pioneer development and v;estwe.rd expansion in such works as 
Sparks, The Expansion of the American peotlC ruid the writings 
of Prof.-,urner on the-nistory of the Wes • .. . 

2. See reference, note 2.page 15. 
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Publication Society there is frequent reference to the need 

for extension of the work. I.n one report we find this strU:ing 

statement: "Your committe on the means of extending the Sun-

day school work of this society, heartily approving the course. 
during . 

and spirit of the Ylork"tne last year, recor.n:nend increased vl.gor 

in bringing the Sunday school mission work before the churches 

individually, .to the end that they may be induce to support 

such laborers, thus multiplying agencies for the Sunday school 

work south, west, and everywhere n • l In the year 1880 five.new 

state Sunde¥ school missionaries began work and four others 

were appointed. The following tables compiled.from the reports 

of the American Baptist Publication Society for the yea.rs named, 
how 

show~the number of Sunday schools increased in the last half 

of the nineteenth century, in the territory covered by the 

Northern Baptist Convention. Table 1 shows the increase by five 

year periods from 1870 to 1890, then for the six ye ~rs from 

1890 to 1896 and for the five years from 1911 to 1916. T~ble 2 

shows the increase in a single year at intervals of five years 

from 1855 to 1890, then for the years 1896,· 1911, and 1916. 

Table 1 Table 2 
! 

years( 5 yr • . per1ods) BchooleL "'_ year---------- new schools 
-----------~------------- l . . 1870-1875--________ 1 69-7---'-------------------------------

, 1855------------------ · 43 
l875-l880-----~--__ 710 1860------------------ 51 
1880~1885---------- 2,438 1865------------------ 27 
1885-1890 __________ 2 025 ~ , 1870------------------337 
1890-1896-------___ ·1'924 l875--~------------- __ 2~4 
1911-1916-~-------- 1:090 1880------------------1~5 

1. Report, 1869, p. 12. 

, 
. , 

1883------------------462 
1890------------------545 
1896------------------180 
1911------------------215 
1916------------------218 
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Vlhile in general the last three-fourths of the nineteenth 

century was a time of expansion of SQnday school work and the 

organization of national and stp.te agencies, there was a lack 

of interest among the more conservative class of the lfiddle 

West and South. that was hard to overcome. But this ~pposition 

,was not to Sunday schools alone. It was only a part of a wide-

spread opposition to such things as mission societies. prayer 

meetings. an :-educated ministry t and other "new-fangled notions" 

not definitely called forin ' the organization of the original 

apostolic church. This sort of opposition was made worse by 

the schism in the church that was led by Alexander Campbell 

and his followers whose actions seemed to cause a reaction in 

favor of the more conservative elements. l The opposition to 

Sund~, y schools seems to have been that they were a desecration 

of the church whose main business was to save the 'lost by re­

generation, not by education. But there is another reason for , 

the lack of interest in Sunda~ schools in the 'South at the 

time that the northern states were most active in building up 

, their Sunday school agencies, and that ' was the poverty and hard­

Ship thet came during and after the civil war. During this time 

Sunday school activity did not cease in the South but it did 

take a neVI turn. With the outbreak of the war "the South was cut 

, Off from the north in all forms of organization and vIas com- ' 

Pelled by force of ciroumstances to work out new forms to suit 

its own aonditions. This was true of Sunday school work no less 
r- • 

than of government, and of public eduoation. The form of Sun-

-
', 1. For the general conditions within the Baptist church at 

this period see any good history of the Baptists in America; . 
This paragraph is' based especially on Newman, A.H. Ch. VI. " , _ 

See 8:1so Duncan. Ch. n. ., .. :' ': ... ~ 
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day school orgahization that was worked out was that of the 

state Sunday school boards. l 

Indirect evidence tells us most about the aim of the 

~~ Sunday school as held by workers of this period. ' 

In the Baptist r..ranual, published in 1846, are two articles 

on the subject of "The Dut.y of Giving Christian Instruction 

to Children". One is a letter written ill 1831, whieh, after 

discussing the duty of parents to their own children and the 

benefits of mutual aid among parents, says in part, "And all 

must admit that this is now pre-eminently , the case with respect 

to the aid which i .s found in the Lord's Day school'!. Another~' 

writer in the same . book says, "These schools are intended not 

to supersede, and nothing can be plainer than that the bene- . 

fits of Sabbath schools must be exceedingly restricted, unless 

, these scholars receive at home instruction that may prepare 

them for the school, and instruction suited to deepen the im­

pression which the school exercises may make ••••• Parents 

should regard the Sabbath school as a. most valuable auxiliary 

,to their ovm efforts." At the National Baptist SUnday School 

Convention in St.Louis, ' lrt ' le69, Mlong the aims discussed were 

, the fOllowing: (1) to bring children to Christ, and(2) to make 

Con~erted children Baptists. In its relation to the church, 

" the Sunday school was discussecl as an instrument s.l i ty wi thin 

~ the church to do a certain part of the church's work. From 

.the indicDti ... ""s of 11 f th t d <.0 "'M other sources as we as rom ese quo e , 

the SUnday school vms considered as an auxiliary of the church 

-hOBe aim was to teach religious (denominational) doctrine as -
See page 28. 
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a supplement to the teaching received in the church and the 

home. 

The general char~cteristics of the· organizations for 

Sunday school work, above the local school, have been given 

Somewha.t in deteil. Summarized, vie find them to c orne under 

three t~""pes: (1) national, in the American Bapti st Publication 

Society and the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 

Convention, (2) state, in the separate Sunday school conven­

tions of the northern states and the Sunday school boards of 

the southern st r., te s, (3) local, in the COUl1ty and district 

conventions and institutes. Nothing has been said about the 

Organization of the local schools, but in general they follow­

ed the plans cd yocated by the at c-ete and national leaders. Be­

fore 1850, Sunday schools encountered much opposition in the . 

middle western states and often were organized independently 

of the churches. Rere is where the. grer:.t work of the American 

Sunday School Union was most effectiye. After 1850, the Sunday 

school was in most churches an auxiliary of the church, with 

· its officers appointed by the church and its tee-chers taken 

~rom the church membership. 

During the time 'from 1824 to 1872, there'·was very little 

uniformit~ ~n the lesson materiel used in Baptist Sdnday schools, 

and very little attempt at grading the lessons before 1900. 

The lessons in the early years of this period were some form 

o~ the old catechism, Bible stOl'i&s, and Bible passsges to 

be memorised. The American Baptist.Publication Society began 

the publication of lessons and lesson helps in 1857.1 A new -
1. Report, 1857, p~ 14. 
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catechism \"las authorised by this society in 1865, . and a Sun­

day school Lesson Book was published in 1868. 1 In 1870 the 

Publication Society began a series of uniform lessons on the 

Life of Jesus. 2 The Baptist Teache~7hich ge ve lessons and helps 

for the ~e c cher, was first published in 1870. After 1872 the 

International Uniform T~ essons were · adopted by most of the Bap-

tist schools, and the denomi nat i ol1al publishers issued helps 

for these lessons. 3 The first attempt at grading the lessons 

to the pupil, in the sense that the term gradeu,lesson is now 

COmmonly used, was in 1892 when the Blnkeslee lessons were 

first prepared for general use. 4 Thes.e were used by a few Bap­

tist schools but the use of grade d lessons did not become gen­

eral until after the ado~tion of the International Graded Les­

Sons by the International Sunday School Association. 

The catechetical and memoriter methods of the earlier 

period in Baptist Sunday , school development seem to have per­

Sisted well up into the nineteenth century, especially in the 

Poorer schools. 5 As the lesson helps cerne into use, something 

of the method of study and recitation of the public school 

was transferred to the Sunday SChOOl,. Hot much improvement vIas 
-
1. See reports of the society, 1865, p. 43, 1868, p. 34. 

2. Report of 18 70, p. 28. 

3. For the story of the International Uniform Lesson system see 
SampeY,J.R. The International Lesson System, end Cope, Ch. IX. 

·4. The Hyde Park Baptist Sunday School of Chicago used the 
Blakeslee graded les sons in 1892. Of the 47 other replies to 
t=he questionaire '.tnone indicate that any graded les sons were 
useQ before 1906. Since that time t he graded les sons have 
come into general use. See discussion of ~raded lessons in 
Part B of this section. 

5. See I'"' ':., page,). 
t,;;;, 
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made .however, until afterthe methods taught in the Normal 

Schools had begun to affect the public sch~olS, and even then 

these methods were rendere cl Ie ss effective in the hands of un-

,trained teschers.A Sunday school missionary from Harth Dakota, 

speaking on ,the institute work in his experience, says, "'.7e 

often find schools where the lesson is taught from 1;he Quar­

terl:t verbatim".l The rapid spread of the Normal Class idea 

as 'ortginated by Bishop Vincent, and the teachers' institute, 

in the decade following 1865 shows that there was a recognit­

ion of the need for better teaching in the Sunday school. 2 In 

the main little attention VIas given to the method of teaching 

or the training of teachers before the close of the nineteenth 

century. There are some exceptions to · this, but so far as the 

agencies of Sunday school work were cO:1cerned, all enthusillsm 

and effort were centered on the missionary idea of increesing 

the number of schools and the number of pupils enrolled. 

In the life of the Fourth Baptist Sunday School of Prov­

idence, nhode ! sland, we find that most of the influences we 

have described were effective. 3 This Sunde.y S~h~olwas founded 

in the year 1822, tho the ch~h was not established untll JUly 

6, 1823. The school was .tarted by individuals in the neigh­

borhood, and . had at first only one department which Vias divided 

3 0 

1. Report of the American Baptist Publication .Society, l896,p. 35. 

2 • . See the discussion of teacher-training in Par+ B of this 
section. - . .. 1! 

3. This school is selected because it has developed almost en­
during the period under discussion. Other schools of an earlier 
origin were reported in the replies to the questionaire but do 
not illustrate this period so well. ~he eccount given here 1s . 
bs. sed on the reply of the present church ~lerk . Mr.R.C. Finley, 
Who seems to hcve given careful attention to looking up the 
f e.ets a s he ha s ·stated them. The quotations g1 ven in th1spar- -, 
a~a~,h are the direct statements from the reply of Jr .,Finley: •. ''-: 1 

• -t Q.. • ....x ...oo...t. .. __ ~ .. -...:... 



into nine clc.sses [~nd enrolled a tot 2-1 of <)9 me:nbers. The teach-

ers \":(:rc selected by the "princ ipal" of the school and tet,chers' 

meetings,-both for the study of the. lessons 2.nd for the discus-

. sion of means of improvement, were begun as early . as 1824. ":rhe 

scho C) 1 ViaS one of the first to use Baldwin ,' s Catechism, the 

Question T3 oo£: of the Americ~ Sundc.~l School Union, the Inter~ 

Eational -qnl..f9P Lessons, and the graded lessons of the present 

time. The Bible alone seems to have been' the only text-book 

.. for ·some years." The complete Keystone Seties6f ~·gradad .leB-

sons is , nor! used by the school. These changes ~in the organiza­

tion of the school v!ere gradually introduced: a Sund~y school 

C01n.1'Jlittee elected by the church has control over all Sunday 

school affairs, the superintendent end assistants instead of 

being elected b:l the Sunday school are novi elected by the churCh, 

since 1888 separQte class rooms have been provided, and means 

of cooperation have been ,,"/orked . out whereby the Sunday school 

Ur ±t es with the public school system, the public library, and , . 

Communi ty su;'nmer schools for Sunaay school meth.ods • Credit for 
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~hese improvements Is ascribed to' the f s.ct that there has al- :~ 

. Ways been a desire among officers and te ,<;lchers for · the best in 

Sunaay school means ana methoas, ana that ·this desire has been 

Btlmul ~ted and. largely created .thru the influence of state con­

l"entions and Sunday school institutes. 



(Part B. Recent Developments. Since 1900) 

I;!odern education is what it is today largely because of 

the scientific movement. The sciences which have been especially 

influcnti&l are biology, sociology. and psychology. Science in 

general has furnished the modern experimental method, but these 

SCiences have applied the method, given new conceptions of.the 

aim of educQtion, and set new standards for the making of the 

curriculum. l Biology, thru the Darwinian theory of evolution, 

has .probably had the most far-reaching influence, because ·o i t is 

fundamental to sociology and psycholo~y. It has led to the ap­

plication of the prinCiple of evolutoion to the study ot mental 

processes, from the standpoint of ·their origin cnd development. 

This has been made of practical use thru the work of such psy­

Chologists as G.StanleySall and Edward L.Thorndike. In addit­

ion to this evolution ha~ had a great influence on the concep-
o 2, 

tion of the aim of education. Education as adjustment, as de-

Velopment, as ~daptation to enVironment, as a process of evo­

lution in vlhich both the. indi via,::ual and society are being mod­

ified progressively, °are but oonceptions which arise from the 

applic ction of evolution to the function of educ ~tion. Social 

;. SCience has also tried to point out the goal toward which all 
~ 

~ edUcation aims. It has sought to harmonize the conflict be-

tween the individual and society by stating the aim of educe.--
1. Graves,F.P. A History of Education in Modern Times, pp.390-394. 

397-402. 
Monroe,P. Enc~clopedia if Education. Vol.V. p 62. 

2. 0' shea, I,I. V. g&ticetion ~ Adjustment. 
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tion in such terms as "social efficiency".l The most effective 

Science so f E' r as modern pedagogy is concerned however, is psy­

chology, especially as applied to child develo~ment and as em­

phasizing knowledge of the child rather than the subject-matter 

to be t r.ught. It began with Rousseau's doctrine of the child 

as the center of education, and was reduced to school-room prac­

tice by Pestalozzi, who showed that educ ~tion is a natural ev­

olution of the child's nature. It was given a scientific form­

ulation by Herbart and a philosophical turn by Froebel. In its 

latest phase, it makes direct applic ation of experimental psy­

chology to education in the many manuals on the general sub~ects 

Of educatio~alpsuchology and methods of teaching. 2 

7his scientific movement has affected ·the Sunday school 

no less than the public school. Tho the basic sbject-matter, 
. 

. the Bible, remains the same, there is a change in method of 

teachin!?:'. The emphasis in aim anll method is on the child, and 
. 3 : Bible as a 

not on the subject-matter. The trend is to use the~~eans to the 

end of.cthe development C?f the right sort of religious man or 

\Voman, and to adapt the Bible to the age of the child taught. 

The aim now is to give, by means of the Bible and other subjec~­

matter, an appreci ation and control of those ideals of a moral 

and relirdous nature which the public school is une.ble to give • 

. This is but part of the movement that values the child ~bove 

the subject-matter, and the content of subject-mat~er above 

.us form. 

1. Bagley, ~.7 .C. The Educ ~.tlve Process, Ch.III. 

2. See note I page 41. 

3. See Cope, page 141. 
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The effect of this movement can be seen in Baptist Sun­

day scho 'Jls jus~ e.s in the Sunde,y sc hols of all denominations. 

Its form of develo:!,J:nent may differ somewhat,'but the difference 

is only such as particular conditions made necessary. The larg­

er movement is the same ever~~here, and it is worth while to 

recof!l1i ze thi s f r.: ct, ,for only then are we able to judge '"lith 

what measure of efficiency the Baptist ;Sunday schools are meet­

ing the needs of the time. Herein lies the jNstification of an 

inquiry into the prese'nt dllY conditions of our Sunday schools 

and a stu4y of the results within them of the scientific move­

ment. Doubtless there are many Baptists who do not accept the 

doctrine of evolution, nevertheless it has been applied in their 

SundEY schools. Perhaps there are also many Ba~tist Sunday school 

teachers who know very little of modern psychology, but they 

are using the results of it in their classes every Sunday. 

This movement for the i:nprovement of Baptist Sunday schools 

along lines of modern educational theory and practice, ~ad its 

b,eginning in a group of great leaders, men with the training 

and the broad view that made them national leeders. They vlere 

men who possessed the enthus'iasm of the early pioneers in re­

ligious activity, and whose scientifia training and wide ex­

perience directed that enthusiasm into channels of permanent 

development. Some very interesting bio~raphies might be writ-

ten of these men. Hany of them are as well known outside the 

circle of their owp. church HS within it. 'We shall notehere very 

briefly only the more prominent of these leaders. 

l.!r.:3.F. Jacobs was for years the ed. i tor of the Bapti st 

.§.!andard of Chicago. He with Bishop Vin'cent and others, se-
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cured the adoption of the uniform lessons by the Internation-

al Sunday ~chool Convention at Indianapoli~, in 1872. In 1881 

he vas elected chairman of the executive committee of the In­

ternational Sund~y School Convention and held the position un­

til his deeth in 1902. His work for the Sunday school was large­

ly in the fields of organization and public ation. l 

Perhaps . the greatest name of Rll is that of Dr. ~7 .R.Harper, 

who vias President of the Uni versi ty of Chicago. His Vlork is viell 

sUm.:nariz~d by one of his contemporaries who says, "In p-'eneral it 

may be said that the coritribution of Dr.Harper to the Sunday 

school movement consisted in the application to the Sunday school 

of the methods, the organization, the equipment, which are to be 

found in connection with the best institutions engaged in sec­

ular e (~ uce.tion·'. 2 l)r. Harper did his gre r:test Sunday school vloek 

wi th ~: bhe Hyde Park Baptist Sunde.y School of Chicago of which 

he was superintendent for some years. 

Some of the ef,rly leade r s in this Sunday school movement 

are now living. President TI .H.P.Faunce of Brovm' University, in 

the Educ stiorial Ideel in the iHnlstry emphasises the import .':mce 

of psychology as applied to ' Sunday school work and also the im­

Portance and nature of the minister's work in the , school. Dean 

, Shai1er Mathews and Prof. :S.D. Burton of the University of Chi­

, Cago wrote an influential book, .~ Principles and Ideals for 

':. !h5i Sunc1 ay School. Prof. Ira j,r.Price also of the :University of 
il· ......... 
~ -------------------------------------------------------------
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: '1. See the triennial reports of the International Sunday School ·, 
AssOciation( formerly Convention), especj.a.lly the XIlthand XIIlth. 

'., Bishop Vincent ( J .H.) in The 1.Iodern ~unday School! page 258" 
giVes Jacobs the credit for the adoptIon of the unIfDDm :lesons. 
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Chicago. has done a greet doal as a !:1ember of the Internation­

al Lesson Committee and as Chairman of the COrr1':1ission on Re­

ligious 3ducc.tion of the ITorthern Baptist Convention. Dr.II.F. 

Cope thru such books as 1lhe Evolution of the Sunclc.y School 

and The Modern Sundcy School and its Present Day Tesk, and e.s 

General 3ecr8tcry of the Religious Education Associction, has 

long since demonst ~ted his leadership. 

But credit must also be given to tV-fO other groups of men, 

the officers of the t1J70 national publishing e.gencies and the 

rne::1bers of the faculties of the colleges and seminaries where 

the pastors I:re trained. These men have sprc ?d the movement thru 

their publications and thru their training of the locel pastors 

in the methods Qud aims of the modern SundcY school. 

In cerrying the movement to the 10c['1 Sunday Bchobls where 

results must be produced, various means have been used in ad-

. dition to the general one of training the pa~tors in Sunday school 

aims and methods. (1) Lectures in institutes and conventions 

have re['ched e gre ::o.t many teachers. (2) Periodicals have been 

a common r.1eens of reeching practically every Sunday school. These 

.peri odic2.ls have been of two kinds, (a) church papers with SUn­

day school departmentsl , (b) Sunday school periodicals such as 

the Convention Teacher and the Baptist Teacher, which in addition 

to-the lesson helps, contain articles on the general improve­

ment. of all phases of Sunday school work. (3) The.real foudd­

ation work of the whoie movement however, is a series of books 

1. The National Baptist (The Am. Eap. Pub. Soc. publisher) early 
gave a page to Sundcy ~chool work. 

. The Baptist Stahdard began publishing Sundey schaol lessons <. 

in 1868. 
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dealing with the problems of the curr iculum and o~ization 

of the Sundcy school. Very little work 'was done on these prob­

lems before 1900, but since that time there has been a great 
1 number of bo oks produced. 

Al tho Baptist Sundey shoal worker ~; hl?ve not limited their 

reading: to the books published by the d'cnominational agencies, 

the books by Baptist leaders h3ve bee~ very influential. A few 

of these boots will be mentioned. In 1900 the ~erican Baptist 
Sbctet If 

Puolication"published A Practical Handbook on Sllnd~y School 

~.by I..2.Petcrs, and in 1901 Our Sunday School ~:ork and ~ 

1£ do It, by C.R.~lackall. ~he University of Chic cgo Press,in 

1900, bega.n the publication of The Constructive 3tudies to which 

has been added v~:rious boo~{ s as text-books for the Sunday school 

and for teacher-training courses. This s.eries led the way in the 

grr:dcd text-book idea for Sunday schools.Two of the books in 

this series bearing on Xlm curriculum and method in the Sunday 

School, are.1Principles and Ideals for the Sund ~.y SchoolC'1903), 

and An Outline of ~ Bible School Curriculum(1904).The two nat­

ional publishing agenCies have also taken up the publication of 

ped2gogic::.l texts, especirlly i n connection with their depart­

ments of teacher-training. 2 

:Svery movement, when allowed normal development, works 

itself out in some form of orgcnization: the recent movement 

for Sllnd ~y school i~provement has followed this general law of 

develo:>ment. Various fe~.tures of improvement have arisen from 

1. Vincent,J.H. The Modern Sunday School(1887) and Hurlburt,J.L. 
Seven Graded Schools(18J3) are ac ong the very earliest of these 
books that are listed in the bibliographies available, including 
the bibliography on Sund EY Schools of the Library of Congress. 

2. See the discuBsion of teacher-training courses. 
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time to time, bnt out of r,ll of these a ferr may be distinguish-

as bei11g ~'TIore important. After a careful Stl1dy of the report s 

of var:tous Sund:y school agencies and c,I"tGr nOCL1[; the charac­

ter of their deuartmental work, four phases of thIs recent Sun-- , 

dey sc~ool movement have been selected for discussion here. These 

phases have to do with the development of (1) graded schools 

With graded lessons, (2) teacher-training work, (3) the ~ove­

ment for directors of religious education in the loc['l church, 

and (4) cooperation with other agencies which give both relig­

ious and secular instruction. 

These special features have developed during the 20 years 

just past. tho their dlriR'in may dete r:lUch further back. They all 

serve the same eenerrl plJ.rpose, thc.t of ma:::ing the Sund ?y school 

more efficient in giving the best morel and religious develop­

ment to the child, end c,ll e!.:ll)hasize the fact that the Sundr.y 

school is takinO" its ulnce as the church school. Some schools u .• 

have led in the development of one of these feature, some in 

another, but in comparatively few have all these factures re­

cei ved [' development equ.rl to the st[:nderd set by our national 

lerders. ~uite naturally the large schools in the city churches 

have been able to do most in i :~roving their work, tho attention 

1s being given to rur~l Sunday sChools as a"part of the lareor 

ru::,:·c.l church problem. l 

-
1. ~he COIn.llission on ReligiOUS ;::ducation of the northern Baptist 

?onvonti0n is giving special attention to the smaller churches 
In such lll:tlletins as SueR'estions for c. Committee on Reli.o:lhuus 
!:ducation in a Iocf:!.l Church, and A Program of !~elip;rous ~d­
l!.catJon in ~ Church' of 100 IJembor·s .2!. Less. 
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Graded 

Sunday 

SChOOls. 

:2he dcmand for graCL'-'{~ 3rnda~T schools begr-n 1'Ti th the 
been 

primary te~chcrs, vlho SCSIL to havel\t'~le fir~:t to l'cCoe:ni8c the 

great differences between the abilitics of pupils of d{ffer-

ent c.ges • .is early as 1829 I:Ir.H.J.Howlanc1, a young man of 19 

at the time, bep-'cn an infant cla ss in the :::'irst Baptist ;~un­

dey Scho ol of Boston. l Eis work with the'children TIBS very suc-

cessful and he continued to i~prove it and to popularize it 

until his de eth in 1897. About the same time that :?':oYll2-Yld be-

9:0-11 his Ylork , a 2rirnarY" department was opened in the Fourth 

:Sapti st Sunct"y School of Providcnc; e, :\hode Island. 2 Later the 

primary teachers, thru their unions, em~hasised the fEct that 

the curriculum for children should be different f~om that for 

adults. :=~ ther Sunda~- school lea.ders came to recogilisc this 

fa~t; for in 1875, 3ishop Vincent submitted a plan for a. grad­

ed Sunday school to the Sundcy School Institute 0: Brooklyn, 

rew York. 3 '.rhe ""9lan included the fOlloY/ing depDrtments; (1) 

?rir.12.ry or Infant, c ::"es 5 to n. (2) Intermedivte cr Elementary, 

['ges e to 10, (3) ':.'hird Grade or Junior, ages 10 to 14, (4) 

Senior Grcde, including older ":;up :. ls and the lecture classes, 

(5) lIormal GrLde, (6) Sixth or Permanent Grr:.de. The Bible Study 

Union published the Blakeslee lessons in 1892, pnd thus im-

pressed the need for e:t!:'.r1ed schools. The Sundcy Shool Council 

of Evangelical Denominations, organized in 1910, as a repre­

sentati ve body of tee Sundry school c.el:artments of various de-

1. 3rown, ~.I .C. p. 117. 

2. ':2ho exact dcte \"18.8 not gi v (; n bnt ::r.?inley, the :.::>resent 
church clerk, reported that thi s i'm-s not Ion.:: nft er 1822. 

3. I.!e:rer ,E.H. The Q' radod Sund~y Sc~,- ool in Principle ~ 
?r~ctice, pp. 102 ff. 
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nominational publishers, has recently had c very great influ­

ence in i mproving the greding.1The Religious Education Assoc­

iation thru its department of Sunday schools'has also been 

an influential factor in the renent im,rovements :in grcding. 2 

The part that Baptist"have had in these recently organ­

ized agencies for Sunday school development shows that they 

have been among those most interc :-: t ell i;1 8UilQSY school improve-

ment • . Dr. ~,7 .~Rarper was iargely influential in establishing 

,the Bible Study Union and also the Religious Educ ~tion Assoc­

iation. 2 Dr.H.F.Co,e has been Secretar~ of the Religious Ed­

ucation Association since 1906. The Sundey School Council was 

organized with Dr.A.J.Rowlend of the American Baptist Publi­

cation Society as the first presidont. 3 These organizations 

are larger and broader than anyone denorr:lnation. but the im­

petus they have, has been of great force in the improvement of 

Baptist Sunday schools. 

One of the earliest graded Sunday schools. among Baptists 

at least. i7S.S that of the Hyde Park Baptist Chu.rch of Chica$o. 

This school began the use of the Blakeslee graded lessons in 
4 . 

1892. President Harper of the University of Chicago was sup-
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1. A.J.Rowland, an addres~t Two Dec ~dest p. ll.(Am.Bap.~b.~oc.) 
Report of the American Baptist PUblication SocietY,1911. p.5~, 
19l2.p. 7, 1914, p. 629. 

2. See Proceedings of !h! Religious Education ASSOCiation, 1906, 
also Religious Education.Vol. I, p.36, [:TId Cope, pp. 201-211. 

3. See note l.. above. 

4. The reply to the questionaire gives these facts. See Religious 
Education,Vol. II, p. 187 and Vol. IX,p. 382, also i,feyer, 
pp. 123 ff. who gives the organization as it was in 1910. 
The school as organized at present has practic plly the same 
divisions as those given here. 



erintendent of the school at the time it made its great advance-

ment, and he had as assistants and te ~chers a number of the 

members of the feculty of the Fniversity. The school was di­

vided (1910) into three main divisions, Elementary, Second~ry, 

and Adult, and each of these was divided into classes corre­

sponding as nearly as possible to the grades in the pUblic 

school, exce:pt in the adult department where most of the class­

es had specic.l.organizations. l 

The date of the grading of a few 5unday schools will be 

given as taken from the replies to the questionaire. The Sec­

ond Baptist Sunday School in St.Louis was graded in 1906; the 

school of the First Baptist Church of Bu~lington Vermont; in 

1908: that of the Pirst Baptist Church of Richmond Virginia, 

in 1909. Other replies gave dates ranging from 1909 to 1916. 

Of the 47 replies to the question concerning graded schools, 

all except two which were from small village churches, show . 

that some attempt at grading the school has been made, There 

may have been schools greded earlier than any of these men~ 

tioned~ but in view of the fact that only one of the schools 

heard from was graded before 1906, we may conclude that grad­

ing was not general until within ' the ten or fifteen years 

just past. The study of the graded lessons in the following 

paragr~phs will beer out this conclusion. 

1. The report of the American Baptist Public~.tion Society,1897, 
page 42, gives an account of a Sunday school .in Washington, 
D.C., which was then organized with the following departments; 
(1) Xidergarten- children under 5 yec.rs of ege.(2) Primary­
from 5 ye ~rs of age to the third grade in the D)UbliC school. 
(3) Intermediate- 4th, 5th and 6th grades. (4 Junlor- 7th 
grade to 18 years of a~e. r5) Adult- 18 years of age and over. 
(6) Home-. Each department had separate opening ~nd closing 
exercises. The total enrollment was 1,825. 
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lie have seen in a gener!ll way what the origin of this 

whole movement was, but it will be of interest to note what 

have been the causes of the cdoption of the graded system in 

the local schools. ~ithln these schools the systemhns been 

adopted so recently th~t the causes for the adoption ought 

yet to be :i.n the minds of those rosponsible for the change. 

Assuming that to be so the questionaire asked the reason for 

the adoption of the graded system along VIi th graded lessons. ·' 

Some of the typical replies are quoted here. 

"Change :im purpose of the school and new leadership", 
First Baptist S.S.,Lansing, l,11chiglln. 

"Training school teachers", 
First Baptist S.S., :: ichmond, VirR:inia. 

"A groYling sense of the place and importance of the Sun:' 
. Day school in the real work of the church II , 

Garfield Park Baptist S. S., Chicago, Ill. 
"Grow·th of the educational ideal in the town", 

~ir8t Baptist S. S., Greeley, Colorado. 
"Changing times and demands", 

TIarren Ave. Baptist S.S., Detroit, Mich. 
mJe realized the need of trainin~ for real service so 
the change", First Baptist S.S" Carroltol1, Mo. 

"Incre !::. sing demands -for 'higher s:bandards in religious 
education", Ashland Ave. Baptist S.S., Toledo, Ohio. 

"College trained workers", . 
First Baptist S. S., Hale, Ho. 

"Ag-itt-tion by state Sunday school workers", 
Bay View Baptist S"S" IJilwaukee, V71s. 

"Day school changes", 
First Baptist S. S.,Clinton, Mo. 

Thase and other replies of a similar nature indicate that the 

graded Sunday school came in response to the demands of ~he 

tines for lletter Vlork in the SUl1rlay school in .:.cc;or l~. ~ llC (; l11od-

ern principles for the curriculum and org~~ization of the 

school. 

The graded system has been worked out on a psychological 

bas is. The !lim is to provide a department in the school es­

pecially suited to each of the stages in the life of the pu-

;. - ~ 

.... .., ... ' It,:,;: _ ..... l· 
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pile The ma.:X:imum number of departments as sug:~ested in the 

literature of the two national Sundey school agencies are, 

(1) Craine Roll, (2) Beginners, (3) Primary, -(4) Junior, · (5) 

Intermedi [' te, (6) Senior, (7).Adult, end (8 ) Rome. 'rhe Rome 

de:partment is for those not eble to att,end the regular sessions 

of the school, not for any s~eci ~l age. The depertments are 

divided into cla.sses, especially in the larger schools where 

close grading is practical. These classes follow rather close­

ly the public school greodes, beginning with the primary. Gen­

erally th·] graded system has been adopted :.by degrees, begin­

ning with the primary and adding other departmc~ ~s the chil­

dren grow to them. This avoids the difficulties so frequently 

met in trying to get older people to change from the clas s or 
ID \V" t e " 1 type of lessons", they have become ['.ccustor.led _. 

Hot all Sunday schools have ~ll the departments mention­

ed. The larger divisions, however,are generally followed in 

organiz ?.ing a gr e.ded school •. To in(iic ~ te this f~ct c table has 

been added here as t aken from the replies to the questionaire. 

in which 46 Sunday schools of the 47 he~?l·d from report more 

than one department. 

Replies from 46 schools show that 
----------------------------------------

3 schools have 2 departments, 
2 " II 3 " 
11 " It 4 " 
8 II " 5 II 

7 
II 

" 66 " ... 
8 II " 7 " 
6 If If . 8 " 
1 school has 9 " 

----------------------------------------

1. The Second 3aptist Sunday School of st.Louis, mames its de­
partments more in accord with the names gi~en the public 
school grades; Cradle Roll, Primary and ~:indergarten, Junior. . 
Advanced Grammar School, I!igh School, College. Gra.duate. Home. ~~~ 
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The one f~ctor most essential for a graded &lllday 

school is the graded lesson, the develo~ment of which made 

possible the ad~:rtation of the sub ject-matter of the .. Sunday 

school to the age and nee(1s of the pupil. l..l tho the story of 

the graded lesson lies outside the history of Baptist Sunday 

schools, we shall find it necessary, C'or the sake of cle ~r~ 

ness,to follow the story in a brief paragraph. As used today 

the grad'cd lessons are the production of the International 

Lesson Coromi ttee. l This coromi ttee which \'las originally ap-

pointed to ) repare the Uniform Lessons, was ver~7 conservative 

about so r f.dical a change as that 'invol ved in the graded les-

son. Doubtless it was wisely so. for Vlhen the demand for grad­

ed lessons be ? B...l"1. , the psychology of childhood end adolescence 

vr s nevI" and the ' psychOl~gy of religi on wasl10t well-enough 

e st r: blished to serve as a basis for 8. prf ctical curriculum of 

religious education. 2 In 1902 the committee made a concession 

. to the primary teachers and authorised the peeparation of a 

Beginner's Course of special lessons. In 1905 the Internation-

al . Sunday School Association authorised the .commi ttee .: to con­

struct a graded courseof leS80ns for ~dvanced pupils. The first 

lessons were issued in January 1909, beginning with the lower 

1. The story of the graded lessons s~ar as the International 
Sunday School Association is concerned, may be found in the 
Con':ontion Proceedings for 1902, 1905,1908, and 1911. 

2.Thc well-kno\m books of the present on the psychology of 
religion were published in 1900 or since, as will be seen 
from the dates of those given here. 
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Starbuck,E.D. The Psychology of Religion, L900 . 
Coe,G • .A. The Spiritur l Life, 1900. 
Everett,C~ The Psychologic al Elements of Religious ~aith,1902. 
James, ~7m. Thevarieties of Religious 'Experience, 1902. . 
Pratt, The Psychology of Reli~ious B?l~ef, 1907. 
Leuba,J.A. A Psycholo~ic ~l Study of 3ellglom, 1912. 
Coe,G.A. The Psychology of Religion, 1916. 



grades. Each year thereafter an issue 0as to be added until 

the series was completed. The lessons met with great favor at 

once, but wer,e not by any means perfect as is shown by the ._ 

fact of revisions since. 

~he ~dvantages of the graded lessons are obvious to one 

familiar vIi th them, but these advantages · were not at first rec­

ognized because of 13. lack of understanding the principles on 

which the lessons were constructed. These principles have been 

stated by a member of the committee. as follows; "(l)The purpose 

of the lessons is to meet the spiritual needs of the pupil in 

each sta~eof his developm~nt, and these needs are both relig­

ious and .ethical •••• (2) l..nother principle which r believe is 

equally important is the leading of the pupil to the active ex-
. . 1 

pre'ssion of his religious life." The general principle as stated 

by Burton· and Mathews in their Princinles end Ideals for the 

Sunday School sets the ideal for all Baptist Sunday school work­

ers: "The curriculum should be so constructed.that the instruc­

tion gi van to the pupils of each gr E. de· should not only be adap- . 

ted both to the intellectual advancement and · the religious needs 

of the pupil of that grade, but that it should contribute in 

the highest degre~ both to the steady acquisition of e thorough 

knowledge of the Bible and to the creation and development of 
2 Christian character." 

~ven before graded lessons were in use the. need for them 

1. Proceedings of the xrIlth International Sunday School Con­
vention. 1911, pp 193-497. 

2 • . Pa,Q'e 147. 
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was recognized • This is seen in the discussions of the times 

as found in the reports of Sunday school organizations prior 

to 1900. As an exemple of this a quotation is given from an 

address before the anniversary meeting of the American Baptist 

Publication Society in 1896: " Again in intima~e connection 

with this improved classification, and.perhaps one of its nat-

ural results, will be the application to the Sunday school of 

the system of grading, now so universal in all well-ordered 

public schoOls".l In 1893 a cOITh'TIittee recommended to the Am­

erican Baptist Publication Society, an alternative course of 

lessons on the inductive plan, for ti'ITO grades, Junior and Sen-

ior, and an additional course of les30ns for the primary de­

pertment. ?ev.L.E.Peters, who was a Sunday school missionary 

and a leader of institutes in A Practical Handbook ££ SUnday 

School Work. says, " A system of grading is essential to the 

school idea ••••• The grading must be done in the selectiqn of 

the portions (of the Bibie) to be taught and in the teaching, 

especially in the lp.tter. All grades study the ~ lesson •••• 
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The grading here must be done in the teaching in the Internat­

ional lesson system and in the courses of supplementary lessons."2 

Otler writers o.f about the same time also describe the need 

for graded lessons,but they do not describe any lessons suited 

to the various grades.~ The Blakeslee lessons, published 1891, 

were among the first attempts at graded lessons, "butthere is 

1. Report, 1896, p. 25. 

2. Page 2? .The ,date of this book is 1900. 

3 Blackall C.R. Our Sunday School Work ~ B2! to Do 11. 1900. 
• F6ster'li.:P • ..1: Manual of Sunday School ~!fethods,1899, p. 13 •. 



rio evidence available to show that they were used in mnny 

. Baptist Sunde:_" scho ols. l 

There are in extensive use in Baptist Sunday schools 

of the United States today" two series of graded lessons, 

both based on the outlin~s pre~ are d by the International Les­

son C01Tlr.'l:ittee. These are the Keystone Series of the American 

Japtist Plblication Society and the Southern Baptist Conven­

tion Series published by the Sunday School Board. 

The American Baptist Publication Society began a series 

of graded lessons before the eeries,ofthe International Com-

mittee was published. This series of the Publication Society 

i ncluded a prima.ry cour se. 'rwo Years with Jesus. and a JU·'lior 

and Senior" Series of Inductive Studies. These lessons Vlere 
~ . 

discontinued when the International Lessons alJ 'p enre d. .·~ Since 

then t he Publication Society has not attel.lpted to work out a 

separa.te series of lessons but has cooper ~ted \,lith other pub-

lishers, especially in the Sunday Scho ol COll.ncil. 

The present Keystone Series was prepared -py the editor­

ial staff of the Publication Society, and based on the out­

lines of the Intern::.tional Lessons. A leaflet is appended here 

to show, the dep~rtment of the Sunday school and the ages to 

which the lessons are graded, the chara.cteristics of each age 

as kept in mind in working out the lessons, and also the aim 
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1. See Meyer,Ch.XIV, for n history a.nd an outline of these lessoDs. 
The lessons of the Bible Stu.dy Union (Blakeslee) were sold 

to Baptists thru the American Baptist Publication Society, but 
the demand for them was not so great as was expe'cted. See the 
report of the Publica.tion Society, 1903,p. 18. 

2. For the beginn~ng of the series as ' published by this SOCiety 
see the reuorts of the Society, 1909, p. 30, 1910, p. 28, 
1912, p. 23 and ff • . 
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L sons INTERNATIONAL es COURSES 

I. Beginners' Grade 
Reslnnera' (;oune. (Teuc be r 'R t ext·book.) 80 eent. a 

y car. QUtltl erly parl S, 110 ~ent. ~u.c h. 
H ••• lnnen' Ple .... rett. (Fo r lcncll ers.) .'1.30 per sct for 

one yea r; fl3 een •.• pe r set for Vile qUlltl cr. 
B ell' ln'I4'!"" N.orl .... 30 ern •• a yeur. In quantities of 

t:I ve o r nlOte to oue address, 6 eel." ench for oue quarter ; a.a 
eenu each for one y eul'. 

II. Primary Grade 
Pr"n.r~ t '·o ..... e . (Teac he r 's text·hook .) 80 eent. a 

year. Quarte rl y par18, .0 eent. cach. 
'-rhnary "Icfu~. (Fo r teachers.) , •• 30 per set fo r 

o lle y ea r ; fJ3 coe nl" pel' set fo r one qlltHte r . 
•••· .. oary Storl ..... 80 .. en'. 8 year. In qUl\ntHles of Hve 

or mo re 10 one add res.~ •• eenC. each fo r one quarter; ... 
eenY eueh for one yea.r. 

III. Junior Grade 
.l'nntor (;narae.. (Teac he r'S le.x t·book .) 80 eenta a year. 

Qua rterly purlS. '-0 ..e.nC .• erich. 
.Iu •• lor Hlble Work. au .. ent. n yenr. Tn quan tlUes o f 

fl ve o r more to one address, ~ eeny ~nch for Qlle quarter; 28 
eenta each fo r oue year. 

IV. Intermediate Grade 
InCermedlat,e ' ·on ...... (Teflcher's text-book. ) 80 eeDt. 

• yea r. Quarterly par ts, ao eentlll each . 
Internu-.",&e I)tad .. • •• 80 .. e ••• • a )·enr. In qnantltles 

or fl ve 01' mo re 10 one Add ress, 7 ee.t. each for oue quarter; 
88 ~enC_. each fo r one yell 1'. 

V. Senior Grade 
Seillor Coone. (Tencher's text.·book.) ,1.00 a yenr. 

Quart e rl y parts, ~3 eentA each. 
Menlor StudleA. 30 .... nts a yeA r. In quft.ntltteso f flv e o r 

more to one arldress, 10 eenl,., pach fo r olle Quarter; 40 e •• t. 
each fo r one. ,·en r. 

THE PRICES GIVEN ABOVE INCLUDE POSTAGE 
W e <annat ....d !roe complete oampk copieo 01 th.oe cou.-; 

but ..... pk k- and lull dcocriptjoo wiD be tenl free 
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The Keystone Series of lessons have had a grcdnal increase 

in the number used. The report for 1916 shows that asubstan~­

ial growth was made for the year, end a total average for each 

Sunday of the year of 250,375 copies was issued. This means 

that prctically that number of pupils used some of the grad-

ed lessons each Sundl3.y of the year. But when we place over 

against this the average, vleekly issue of the uniform lessons 

by the Societ J7 for the sa:neyear, of 1,028,536 copies VIC find 

that not more than one of five in the Sunday schools of the 

lIorthern Baptist churches use the grc.ded series of lessons. In 

general the lessons for the lower grades are used much more 

extensively than those fot the upper grades, as is seen by 

these figures also from the report for 1916; aveage issue of 

Primary Stories 78,836, Senior Studies 7,545. 

The Southern Baptists have been very active recently in 

working on the SU,1day school curriculum. Thru their convention 

they were among the fir~t to call for . the reorganization of 

the International Lesson Co~~ittee. The Sunday School Board of 

the Southern Baptist Convention has stood for definite devel­

opment along lines peculiarly fitted to the needs and charac­

teristics of the southern people and has developed a Ii te-ra-

ture distinctively its own. In May 1911, The Southern Baptist 

. Convention in session at Jacksonville, Floride., approved the 

,first International Graded Lessons which were for the Begin-
~, 
,.{" 

~ners' Department. l The Sunday School Board then prepared and 
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~ . 
~ssued the Beginners' Series in 1912. Since then the graded 

"., .~ 

--
1. See Proceedings, Southern Baptist Convention, 1915, p. 57. -~ 



course h~s been completeJ except for the third and fourth years 

of the Senior Series. The Southern Baptist Conventio~ now has 

its own lesson committee which, since 1914~ ,has full respon­

sibili ty for all the lessons published by the Sunday School 

Board. The Board publishes a supplementel series of graded les­

sons in addition to the regular series. l 

The aim of the ~outhern Baptist Convention Series of les­

sons is similar to t ht t of alL graded lessons. "These graded 

lessons are based on the International Biblical Series, but so 

changed ~s to better suit our needs and the wishes of our peo­

ple."l The changes made are changes of adaptation rather than 

changes of purpose. Teachers' manuals giving special , ~aterials 

and methods, accompany each set of this series as well as the 

Keystone Series. ', . 

A page from. the descriptive booklet on these graded lessons 
arB 

and an outline of the complete course i\ ~-gi ven below to complete 

the description of the Southern Baptist Series. 

.- ", -.... :' ~ 

1, See the report of the Sunday S.chool Board, 1916, p.9~ £\.: . ~'ii'.~ 
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Southern Bantist Convention Series. , 

Complete publication can be found as a supplemental file. 

THE GRADED LESSONS 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD is now publishing a complete set of periodicals 
for the Beginners, Primary~ Junior, and Intermediate Departments, and is 

lIringing out one grade each year for the Senior Department, treating the 

International Graded LeS'Sons as modified and approved by the Southern 

Baptist Conventiol1 at its meeting in Jacksonville, and by the Lesson Commit­

tee of the Convention. 

These lessons are no longer an experiment. They have been tested in a 
very large number of our schools and found to be effective in securing better 

teaching. Few of these scl100ls would be willing to return to the former 

method. 

WHAT THEY ARE. 

For many years the schools in the 
bounds of the Convention bad been 
using what are known as the "Uniform. 
Lessons," all the scholars, big and lit­
tle, studyi'ng the same lesson on tb.e 
same day. 1\IQst of the schools wi 'l 
continue their use, and though we 
supply the Graded Series, we shall 
continue to publish The Children'S 
Quarterly, Child's Gem, Picture Lesson 
Cards, Junior Quarterly, Intermedi­
ate Quarterly, Adult Bible Class 
Quarterly, and Advanced Quat'tedy j 
and these will be used by thousands 
of schools in the future 'as in the past, 
for the new Series is not adapted to 
the use of every school. 

Many schools have separate rooms 
for the Departments, and are thus en­
abled to divide pupils into classes ac­
cording to ages. 'l.'he workers in such 
schools desired for the pupils in these 
grades a series of lessons especially 
adapted to the various ages. The 
Graded Lessons have been planned for 
that purpose. They are based on Bible 
Stories and deal with themes easily 
understood by the pupils, 

Instead of one lesson for all , there 
is a grade of lesson treatment for each 
age_ In the Beginners Department 
there are two grades-the First-year 
Course for the four-year-old children, 

and the Second-year Course for the 
five-year-old children; in the Primary 
Department there are three gl'ades­
one each for the ages of six, seven and 
eight; in the Junior Department, four 
grades-one each for the ages of nine, 
ten, eleven and twelve; in the Inter- ' 
mediate Department, four grades-one 
each for the ages of thirteen, fOUl'teen, 
fifteen and sixteen; and in the enior 
Department, one grade per' year, be­
ginning with October, 1914, until four. 
grades shall ha.ve been issued, fOr the 
ages of seventeen, eighteen, nineteen 
and twenty. 

The lessons are so graded as to lead 
gradually from the themes of one year 
to those of the next year, t4us giving a 
systematic instruction in Bible Stories 
and teaching. 

Special attention is directed to the 
courses for the Intermediate Depart­
ment. These lessons are for use of 
pupils at the critical period from thir­
teen to sixteen, and have attracted spe­
cial attention, The Lesson CommIttee 
of the Convention have given careful 
attention to these courses, and made 
many changes, not only in the ti~es, 
but also substituting many lessons, In 
some grades lessons for the whole quar­
ter were thus substituted, these Ie ons 
empha izing our doctrines and matters 
deemed of special importance. 

" , 
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The Convention Graded Lessons have become very popular 

. amon~ Southern Baptists, tho they have by no means supplanted 

-the old uniform lessons. The gain in nu~ber of grcded lessons 

used in 1915 over 1914, was nearly fifty per cent, tho the 

exact figures can not be given. l In response to an inquiry as 

to the number of gre.ded lessons used, Dr. r. J. Van Hess, Edi tor­

ial Secretary, seys, " Roughly VIe may say thct one school in 

every nine of our schools is using the Graded to some extent". 

In another reply from the Sunday School Board, it was stated 

that approxilnAtely 3,700 to 4,000 schools were using at least 

some of the graded lessons. 2 

These two publishing agencies of the Baptists are also 

working on the New Uniform Lessons •. During the year 1915 the 

body· of the International Lesson Committee was changed, fol­

lowing the suggestion of the Sunday School Council. 3 The Com­

mittee is now composed of eight members appointed by the In­

ternational Sunde.y Schmol Association, eight appOinted by the 

Sund~y School Council, and one member appOinted by each denom­

ination having a lesson committee of its own and holding mem­

bership in the Sunday School Council. This ~hange 'was brought 

to the attention of ·the Northern Bap~ist Convention, which 

/ then appOinted a denominational committee on Sunday school cur­

riculum.The Southern Baptist Convention had had a lesson com­

mittee fqr some time previous to 1915. Each of these denQmina-

" . 

1. Report of the Sunday School Board, 19~5, p. 336. ---
2. nate of these replies to inquiries; March 21, 1917; 

December 15, 1916. 

3. northern Ba~tist Convention Annual, 1916, pp. 3·16-347. 
Southern Baptist Convention Annual, 1915, pp. 51 ff. 

" 1916, 47 ff. 
" " " " pp. .. 
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tional cor.uni ttees then appointed one re:presellt~ti ve · to serve 

on the International Conmittee. This large committee has in 

prepar2tion a new course to be y~ovm as the Improved Uniform 
. system 

Lessons, to be published in 1918. This lesson~will (1) include 

topical te&ching, (2) be based upon the grouping of passages 

of scripture, and (3) be so arranged as to present separate. 

themes for what will b.e practillfally the same lesson passsge 

for use in the different d. ep~rtments of the Sund~.y school. 

Special courses are als'o being prepared on WorShip in the Sun­

day School. Signific ent Experiences in the Life of Jesus. Per­

sonal Problems of Senior Students, and a special series of mis-

sionary lessons. These l essons are to be presented thru the 

deno~inational agencies and e ach of the Baptist lesson commit­

tees may revise them accotding to their special needs. 

But not all Baptist Sundpy school confine their curric­

ulum to material published by .these two denominational agencies. 

At least two other 'series of lessons must be noted as having , . 
influence, The Oonstructive Studies of ' the University of Chi­

cago Press and the Scribner's Comnletely Graded Series. Each 

of these aeries is carefully planned and well worked out. They 

get awt.y from the weekly or que.rterly Ie sson plan end empha~ 

size the graded text-book idea. This puts the emphasis on study 

and prep~ration for the Sunde~ school work just as in the pub­

lic school work. 

The graded Sund2Y school with its graded lessons aims 

to meet the needs of the pupil at every t.ge, and to give op­

portunity for exPression in definite religious activities. 

In this respect it is but the applic~tion to the Sunday school 
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of the 1: arger movement in generAl educ~,tion which places em-

phasis on the child with his needs and capacities for develop­

r1cnt, and his natur <:"'l ['~cti vi ties. rather than, on the sub ject­

mrtter or knowledge to be gained. Th1s made necessary the de­

velopment of the Sunday school as a real school. with a cur­

rciulum and an organization on a basis similar to that of the 

best public schools. The leaders in the Sunday improvement of 

recent times are emphasizing this ftct and e.re making the Sun­

day school the "church at study"~ Some call their school the 

"church school IT , others make it the chief department in the 

larger Depr~tment of Religious Educ 2tion of 'the church, thus 

keeping the function of the school in line with the function 

of the church itself. l 

In order to get some statement of the value of the grad­

ed lesson to the Sund~y school a question to that effect was 

placed 'in the questionaire. This was necessary because there 

is as ?et no ~eneral st~ndard for measuring the curriculum of 

the Sunday school in terms of its general aim 9freligious ed-

1. Instanaes of this are found in the replies from these Sun­
day schools: First Baptist, Los Angeles, Second Baptist. St. 
Louis, and the Garfield Perk Baptist, Chict?.go. . . 

The idea is also emphasized by Cope in his Evolution of ~ 
Sunday School, page 124, where the work of the commissIOn . 
on Religious Education of the northern Baptist Convention 
is discussed. 

See also Bulletins of the Commissio~n Religi~us Education; 
·Iro. 4 The Church and the Publio School in Religious EduoatioJll. 
Ho. 5' Relie:-ious :SdilCatTOn in the hFtveYear Program.and No. 3. 
AFroS-ram of Religious Educatt'O'ilin !!:. ChUToh of ~OO Member's 

. or L.e.es. ' , 
-See also Religious Education, Vol. IX, pp. 32-47, a report 
of the committee on the "Correlation of the Educational Agen­
cies of the Local Church". 
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ucatiori. To the question 37 replies were received, all in 

terms of approval of the grec.od lesson plan. It was stated in 

two replies that the v~lue of the lessons depended lr:rgely on 

the char.s.cter and training of the to [.' cher. In four replies the 

YlI'iters said that thegr~ded lessons were absolutely necessary 

to their tj~e of school. Authors of seven replies said that 

the ~rfded lessons were very valuable for the lower grades but 

that there was difficulty in getting the older pupils to ad­

just themselvos to the grades end do the studying required. 

Yet other replies stated thc.t the lessons are correctinprin­

ciple t but th r-.t there is yet need for improvement, esp~cially 

in those for the intermediate and s'enior departments. Some typ­

ical replies are as follov:s: 

"Children learn to do by doin~; these les sons give them 
them so~ething to do." 

. r:arr~n Ave. Baptist S. S" Detroit Hich. 
"The graded lessons are the only thinkable thing in get-
ting the Bible to the chill's mind ~d heart compreheD:sibly~! 

First Baptist S.S., Los Angeles, Cal~ 
"They are valuable up to ~bout twelve because they are 
actually studied, r:.fte1~\'bandoned bect.? se the students 
uould not study them." 

First 3aptist S.S., Urbana, Ill. 
"The classes feel that they are getting something as in 
the public school." . 

First Baptist S.S. t Ott'umwa, Iowa. 
"They present the lessons in a manner suited .tothe age 
and understanding of the pupil." 

Fourth Baptist S.S., Providence, R.I. 

Up to the present time attention seems to have been given 

r:lainly to the preparation of the graded 'less(:ms, but now the 

problem is to extend t4e use of these lessons to those schools 

where they have not yet been introduced. Both the publishing 

agencies have Elllnounced in their cctelogs that the graded se­

ries will soon be cOID'::Jlete(l by the addi ticn of the lest two 

yef.rs of the Senior Studie.s. With . this part of the preparatIon 

completed the leaders· may give more of their time to .th~ :~,l?:~.~~;".;~J~; 
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lem of intoduction into the loc'l schools. It V[c.s previously 

shor.n that not more than one of five rm:pils in the Sunday 

schools of the lJorthern Baptist churches uso~ the graded les-

sons in 1915, end not more than one of nine scI: (I e:J. f' in the 

Southern Baptist churches used them at the beginnine of the 

year 1917.1 As an illustration of the fact thct many Sunday 

schools have not yet adopted the graded lessons, the condition 
2 in one county in IIissouri is noted. Of the 19 Baptist Sunday 

schools in the rural churches of the county only three use the 

graded lessons even in :9~rt of the classes. 

'::hile a great many schools are not yet using the graded 

lessons, there are a greut many others that . are using them on­

ly in part of their work. Of the 48 re~lies to the inquiry 

made in the questionaire, nearly all of which are from larger 

to\'ms and cities, 36 show that the Sunday schools reported use 

the uniform lessons for Fdult classes, and 4 use them for ~ll 

classes; 39 use the graded lessons for part of their work, and 

only 4 have grGded lessons for ~ll depart~ents. Reports of the 

number of leS I:3Jlls published show that many more of the low'er 

grade lessons the~ of the upper grade are produced. These fig­

ur~s are introduced here to show that as yet, there is a large 

number of Im;:,ils in the :Japtist Sundry schools of the United 

States Y/ho do not have the ad vantage of the graded lessons. 

1. This statement is not meant as a comparison of the schools 
of northern and Southern Baptist churches for i21 the one case 
the pu~ils are numbered, in the other the schools. 

2. These figures e.re taken from a recent survey of religious 
conditions in Boone County, Missouri. 
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The training of Sunday school te c..chers has been taken 

up and developed by so ~any agencies that we are tempted to 

consider it as an activity separete from the Sunday school it­

self, yet when TIe recall that it is of vs lue only as it contrie-

utes to the realization of the aim of the Sundr y school by 

preparing better te achers, then we see the relation of teach-

er-training to the whole Sunday school movement. Among the 

agencies other than denominational that have done something 

toward the training of Sundcy school teachers, are the Relig­

ious 3 duc ation A~ sociation and the International Sunday School 

Association \7i th its branch state associ ation ::: , The colleges 

and theological seminaries have also done much to popularize 

the training of Sundey school teachersJthru their courses in 

Sunday school pedagogy and their general courses in Bible and 

church history.l 

It is impos sibl~ here to follow the general development 

of te c..cher-training for Sundc..y school teachers, but we shall 

try to show briefly how the general movement begnn, and then 

go im::'lediatelr to the subject as it has developed in Baptist 

Sunday schools. 2 

Uodern training of Sunday school te ~_chers seems to have 

begun from sources in different parts of the United States at 

about the same time. Dr. Cope give~ as the forerunners of the 

modern te r cher..; traini ng, the weelcly teachers' meetings ad vo-

1. The catalogs of most ' of the colleges and seminaries list 
such courses. For the ':/ork of the two associations named, 
see their reports, especially sin~e about 1905. 

2. ~ or general ' references as tothe origin and development of 
teacher-training see, 

. ' Hurlburt,J.L. The Hormal Class (leaflet} 
Brown, i·.I.C. SundaySSchool Movements In America. Ch. V. " /';5i:2 
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cated in the literature of the middle of the middle of the 

nineteenth century, the normal class, and Sunday school insti­

tutes th&t bec ~me common by 1875 or earlier.I. He also gives 

credit to the work of the Chauteuqua Assembly, which was one 

of the~arliest organizations to suggest a course for the train­

ing of teechers. Without attempting to make any distinction 

as to the part contributed by each of these f act:»rs, we shall 

merely note the general development. 

Some trace of the demand for teacher-training may be . 

. found as early as 1833, but the first definite . work was done 

by Bishop J.H.Vincent, who, in discussing the Normal Class in 

The Vi:odern Sunday School, says, " The author organized and 

conducted such a lJormal Class in the churches of which he was 

pastor in 1857-58 and in 1859-61. In these f)lasses he used as 

text-books Inglis on ~ Sabbath School andConybeare and How­

son Life ~ Epistles £! St.Paul.Each session (held weekly) 

embraced .a lesson in the two subjects. His pupils were a.dvanced 

pupils between the ages . of sixteen and twenty-five. The work 
2 was thorough." Dr. Vincent also organized an. institute for 

Sunday school teachers in the Galena Illinois, Assooiation in 

1860. In 1864 , in the state ·of New York, ~. R.G.Pardee and 

Mr. Ralph ';!ells 'organized an institute independently of the 

work of Dr. Vincent.Both of these institutes grew out of Sun­

day school conventions which were common at that .time. ~ithin' 

1. Cope, Ch. XII. 

2. 1900 revised edition, page 97. Dr. Vincent uses the word 
normal as coming from the Latin norma, a rule or standa.rd, 
and applied it D as in Normal, School, a school for the 
training of public school teachers. 
See also Brown,M.C 0 .• p. 91. 
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ten years after the first institute in Illinois the plan 

was widely adopted thruout the United States. l 

A definitely organized course for teacher~training came 

- somewhat later than the institutes. A nQmber of courses had 

been prepared but there was no uniformity. In ~876 at the 

Chautauqua Assembly a committee on a Course of Hormal Class 

Lessons was appointed with members from ten denominations. 

The report of the committee included a course of forty lessons, 

to be divided betweenthe.consideration of the Bible and the 

theory and practice of teaching. This course was to be free 

for use by any church or Sunday school. A post-graduate course 

was also provided for and diplomas prepared for those who com­

pleted the work. 2 The Centenary Convention in London in 1880, 

appointed a committee which published an outline course Of 

reading and study for Sunday school tes.chers on subjects as 

fo2-10ws; (1) The Sunday School Teacher, (2) The Bible- The 

Sundt.y School Text-book, (3) The Modern Sunday School (history, 

organization and methods).3 The importanc~ of te ~cher~train­

ing was urged upon the International Sunday Convention by a 

represent 0.ti ve of the pri:nary te 8chers. 4 In 1899 the chairman 

of the Central Primary Committee brought the need to the at­

tentionof the convention. The training of teachers did: not 

receive much recognition however, until 1903 when the Depart-

1. Brown,M.C. p:p. 96-97. 

2. Brown, pp 107-109. 

3. Vincent,J.ll. The Modern Sund :~y School, p. 325. 

4. Cope, pp. 162-163. 
The demand for graded lessons also aro$twith the primary 

teachers. See page 53. 
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ment of Educ 2tion of the International Association (old Con­

vention) was created. The primary te :: chers thrp. their unions, . 

had alre ~ dy worked out certain st~ndards for .their depart­

ment, and largely thru their influence, a conference of denom-

inational secretaries and other Sundey school leaders ~dop­

ted a minimum standard for teacher-training~ 

The most promising advance made recently is t he Vlork 

of the Sund£y School Council which has sought to standardize 

the curriculum. Thru its ~ducntion~l and Extension Section 

it ado~ted a series of recomrjendntions in 1915 and revised 

them in 1316.1 These recom~endations are quite extensive, so 

only the more imryortant will be noted here. It is un~erstood 

that the work of the actual training is to be carried on by 

the deno~inations themselves. A minimum of 120 one hour les-

sons, covering a three years' period of study, shall be re-

guired for a diploma. The course shall "include at least the 

following subjects in fair educational proportion, namely: 

" (a) A survey of Bible material, and a study of the teaoh­
ing values of the Bible as meeting the needs of the 
pupil in the successive stages of his development. 

" (~) The study of the pupil in the yarie c1 · stages of ' his 
growing life. 

r, (c) The work and methods of the teacher. 

" (d) The Sund[:y school and its organization and mana.C!:'e­
ment." 

It is also urged that the denominational colleges and univer­

sities make provision for courses that will prepare their 

students to become leaders in Sund[.y school s.nd Christian 

1. See Reli~ious Education, Vol.IX, pp. 551 ff. • 
The recommendotions of the Bducational and Extension Sectio~ 

are pu"ulished in a leaflet b~l the Sundf' Y 3chool Council. I . 
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work. A plan is sugested by which eech denomination should, 

at the beginning of 1917, withdraw issuance of the old cO'urses 

and offer the IJew Standard Course, but without loss of credit 

for those who are working for diplomas under the old course. 

As the need for teacher-training was recognized the 

denominational agencies for Sundey school development took 

up the problem and worked out curricula and methods to suit 

the needs'of their own people. The work of these agencies 

'Will be discussed in the same ordor as previously; nam~ly, 

the 11"rnericfJ? Baptist Pub1ic[ltion SOCiety first, then the · 

Slli1.dnj' 3chool Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. This 

is not to a ttech miY gr:~er degree of importances to either, .. , 

but simply a matter of convenience. l 

~he teacher-training work of the American Baptist Pub­

lication Society is now conducted by a special dep~rtmentt' 

which is the result of e gradual 'division of labor' of the 

SOCiety's rapidly enlarging functions. 2 The teacher-tr~ining 

\70rk of the Society goes back to 1824 when the American Sun­

dey School Union published some small books on the subject, 

The Teecher Taught and the Teacher Te.r:ching:. ' 'In 1886 a nor~ 

mal department was established by the Illinois Sunday School . , 

Association, and from that time on many texts began to appear. 

In 1907 Dr. Hugh T.Musselman, who lias 'Sduce-tional Secretary 

1. The records of these agencies show how each has developed 
its teccher-trainin~ work, but it was not thought, necessary 
to ~o into details here since that is primarily a matter of 
the~history of the agencies not of the" Sund~y school work. 

2. In order to ~et at the essential feats ~s se~ri by those now 
directing this vlork, an inquiry '.·-~s addressed to the present 
Director of Teacher Trainine Correspondence. The account as 
given here is taken partly from the re:p1y received under 

. -" d ~ te of Dec. 19, 1916. 
' ....... :ta::~ 
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of the American :Baptist :?n~)lication Society·, edited. two se-

ries ofhoo~.;: s as texts for \'IM t Y!C-S }::no\'m as the liattonnl 
1 

T82.cher-?raining Institute. ~ Since 1911 when Dr. Chal:ners 

took charge of the te sche1'-training dep~rtment, the nark has 

been reorganized and the institute and cor1'espondenae 'Nark 

are caroQ for ~y spociul directors. 2 The institute work ia 

nor: carried on under the general supervision of thirty-three 
. 3 

directors in the various states. 

Al1l0ng the Southern Bapt i sts the Sunda~y School "Soard 

has been very active in the development of teacher-training, 

and hus worked aut a curriculum and methods of carrying on 

the work that are very eff ective. The Board began this work 

in 1901, "this being the first denomin.-::tional effort to train 

S-Lll1c1ay school t s- nchers: r • 4 The Board hes done a lJionecr l'i Ol' l: 

in this line, :!?u111ishing its ovm text-books end addine to the 

list as ~~erience and needs pointe cr the way. These text-books 

a.re especially designed for u se in the Sunday schools of the 

Southern St~tes, but have not been confined the those sta.tes 

in their use. In addition to its own publications the Board 

has added other books to its course, especially for the post-

graduate "-[")1'1:. The te<?cher-training war'.;: of the Board is now 

1. See editor's introduction in rrational Teacher-Traininq- Text­
I3 oo}:s, Dook III, p. 5. Re-port Am. Bnp. Pub. Soc., 1901,p~, 
1902, p. ,")3, 1907, pp.4-5, 1908, p. 4. The first sug9:estion 
of this work was made by ;~r. James Edmunds of Oregon, in 1901. 

2. Jeport of the Am. TIQP' Pub. Soc •• 1916. pp. 354, 364-365. 

3. ~eport, 1916. p. 410. 

4·. ne 'lort of the Sunday School Board, 1916. pp. 10-16. 
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under the general direction of the Department of Sunday 

3chool :::ducation, but is carried on thru a number of coop­

erating agencies. The r eeson for this is given by the Board 

in its report for 1916, as , follovrs; "In the effort to carry 

for,-mrd a popular educational movement· vii th a vie \"! of reach­

ing our constituency in every part of oui territory there 

must be the widest correlation of tlgencie s and the fullest 

cooper~ tion of the variou s forces. Some of the a gencies at 

work m~y be named as f oll ows: 

~he Sund~y School Board, 

Thb State ilission Boards, 

Associated 1rission 13oards, 

The Theological Seminaries, 

The Schools and Colleges, 

Summer Assemblies, 

Foreign J.Ussion Fields, 

Local Churches Y!i tl1 Their Pastors. ,,1 

To discuss all the courses used in t~e trainine of Bap­

tist Sunday school te2chers woula lead us far from our pres­

ent pnr pose, hence we shall be limited to the publications 

of the two agencies which we have just discussed, the Keystone 

Courses and the Conventional normal Courses of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. The use of these cou~ses has been extend­

ed by institutes, conventions, surmner assemblies held by the 

various st ~te workers, and by liberal advertising. The Sun­

day School Board publishes a number of pamphlets and other 

1. ~e~ort, 1 916, p. 13. 
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illustrative literature showing the benefit of the Convention 

Hormal Course to teachers. The American Baptist Public~tion 

Society issues a Teacher Training Bulletin, giving methods 

of carrying on the work and encouraging notes as to its pro-

gress. ~ach course leads to a di~loma, granted to those who 

pass a written examination. 

The course offered until recently, by the teacher-train­

ing department of the American Baptist Publication 'Society 

has grovm ,-ri th the neeeJ.,"and as experience enabled the le!:',ders 

.to meet the need. As·a result .. the course is more extensive 
. 1 

than it is unified. The series of text-books, kno,",,'l1 as "the 

IJat"ional Teacher Institute Text-Books, edited by Dr. Hugh T. 

Musselman, . was planned to give a complete course. The best 

books of other publishers have since been added to the sug­

gestive list of the course as outlined in the catalog of the 

Society. Until recently two courses were offered, a re~lar 

course of two parts and an optional course. The intr~ductory 

part of the regular course required a minimum of fifty lessons 

for diploma recognition, and the advanced standard course re­

quired one hundred le.ssons. The optional course was designed 

to meet the requirements of the Sunday School Council's sug­

gestions. For this course a number of. text-books ere sug~est­

edt selection being allowed within a limited renge. 

Back of all these courses there has been an attempt to 

serve a speoific aim, "as is indicated in the folloWing quota-

1. See the leaflets, Teacher-Training- TIbat Shall We Study?, 
and Teacher-Training £z Correspondenc~udy,alsothe 
Teacher-Training· Bulletin, and recent reports of the Amer­
ican Baptist Public~tion Society. 
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tion; "Teacher-training began in t'he mists. There was a wide 

diversity of opinion as to what it was. But one thing was 

clear, teacher-training of somesott wasneed~d. e}~erience 

derived from various and sundry attempts has brought togeth­

er the thought of the Sunday school workers ••..• The essen­

tials of atea.cher-training course for· Sunday school work 

are now generally agreed upon. At least four SUI) ject fl must 

be treated: The Bible, the Pupil, the Teacher, the School."l 

The earlier ~ttempts at teacher-training . put the Bibl~ first, 

but more and more the workers have come to realize that the 

child is first and the Bible only a means to his development. 

Conforming to the standards set by the Sunday School 

Council, a New Standard Course is offered, beginning January 

1917. 2 This course will cover the four essentials mentioned 

in the standards of the Sunday School CounCil, and will re­

quire 120 lessons in a three year study for a diploma. The 

old diplomas are withdrawn. Of the new course Part I only 

has been issued to date. It is on The Pupil, and the subject 

is discussed from both the psychological and r ·eligious stand­

pOint. 

Granting for the present that these courses arevaluablB 

we need to know how many te ~chers are taking advantage of the 
. 

opportunity offered before we can judge of their to&el effect 

upon the Sundey schools. During the year 1915 approxiamtely 

220,000 teachers and officers were reached by means of insti-

.. 
1. From the leaflet Teacher-Training - TIh!l. Shall ~ Study? 

2. See pap,:e 70. 
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tutes and about 18,000 were enrolled in the corres~ondence' 
1 . 

department. In December 1916 there were enrolled with the 

correspondence department 25,861 students. 20n the face of it 
/ 

this appears to be a large number, but when we· note that in 

the churches of the northern Baptist Convention there are 

9,858 Sunday schools we see that the average number of teachers 

taking the training course is less than three for each school. 

But of those that are taking the training course the larger 

number are in a few Sund~y schools, for there.are training 

classes in only about 2010 of the schools. 3 

The Convention Hormal Course has had a rapid dovelop-
4 . 

ment since its beginning in 1901. The Sunday School Board 

has always offered the most advanced courses it could secure 

and when suitable books could not be fpund has prepared its 

own texts. The first book of the course, The Convention Nor­

mal Hanual, was published in 1901, and after a total issue 

of 70,000 copies was revised as the new normal Manual. in 1913. 

In 1905 The Doctrines of 2E! Faith was added to the course, 

and in 1910 The Graded Sunday Schooi. Since 1910 seven vol­

umes including fhe New Normal 1funual, have been issued. In 

1915 a post-graduate course was added. In addition to the 

texts published by the Board,the department has adde~ a num­

ber from 9ther publishers to round out the present complete 

course. 

1. Report of the Publication Sooiety, 1916, p. 354. 

2. Reported by the Direotor under date of Deo. 19,1916. 

3. Bulletin no. 5. Religious Education in the Five Year Pro­
~. p. 8. 

4. Report of the Board, 1915 , 1916. 
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7he course as off erecl c.t present by the Sunday School 

Board consists of tl'!O parts, the ConvcY-l'cion Hormal Course and 

the Post-Graduate Course. Each of the se conrses leads to a 

di:ploma which is granted [:,fter cOITITlleting the. required nu:nber 

of lessons e,nd passing a Vlri tten ex~,r.lination. The introduct-

ory Convention Normal Course covers three general topics, the 

Sundpy school, the pu:;>il, Ilnd the Bible, each of which is 

treated more fully in the succeding books. The Post-Graduate 

course gives special oppo~.mi ty for trcinJjig in the vlork of 

the various departments of the Sund 'C,y school. The courses as 

outlined by the Board in January 1916 are shovVll here •. Jor each 

of the books named a leaflet is prepared giving directions 

for doing the required work. 

Complete publication can be found as a supplemental file. 

GROW'TIl OF TEACIlER TRAINING 
AMONG SOUTHERN BAPTISTS. 

DIPLOMAS (for completion of New Normal Manual ) 

1910 1674 _ 1915 28576 _________________ _ 

RED SEALS (for completion of Four Books ) 

1910 133 _ 1915 4004 ___________________ _ 

BLU E SEALS (for completion of Eight Books ) 

1910 27 • 1915 2086 ______________________ _ 

T he training of unday chool teachers is a key fo r the solution of the many problems 
o f Sunday school life, lIch training is the o rde r of th e day. Ma ny schools have decreed 
th at only trained workers shall hold places on the teachin g taft. 

SEND FOR LITERATURE AND START A TRAINING CLASS 
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The Convention Hormal Couree has proved its value by 

its popularity, tho there are yet a great many teachers in 

Southern Baptist Sunday schools who are lmaffected by it. Ac­

cording to the st~tement issued by the' Boa.rd november 29, 1916, 

there hael been granted 36,9511" di -p loma.s for the H"or!:lc.l Course t 

and 2',852 had completed the eight books of the first course. 

For the Post-Graduate Course 384 had enrolled, of whom 146 

had co:npleted the oourse. 7he gain for the year from April 

30, 1915 to April 30, 1916 was,first diplomas 4,869, post­

graduate diplomas 144. For the five years froJ.l1 lIay 1, 1910 to · 

May 1, 1915 the gain in first diplomes was 26,902. Remarkable 

as these ga ins seem to have been ve see that there are yet a 

great many tecchers vlho have not taken ad vantage of the 

course when we note that there are 18,575 schools among the 

Southern Baptist churches. Taking it for granted that es-ch 

of the 36,954 teachers who have taken the oourse since 1901 

are now teaching in some Sunday sohool there would be an av­

erage of only two teacher~ in each school who have oompleted 

eNen the first course. 

A study of the reports of the various agenoies that , 
have carried on teacher-training ' in :35,ptist SUnday schools, 

show that three methods of conduoting the ~ork are in oommon 

use. The metho~s are only the means of getting the Sunday 

school teacher into contact with the subjeot-matter, henoe 

different circumstances have given rise to differen~ means. 

Perha.ps the method. most commonly used is that of c. class in 

the local Sunday school, lead by the pastor or some Sunday 

school worker and meeting either at the Sundey school hour 

or st some evening during the week. The method that is oldest -
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in use, d~tin~ back at least to the eerly 60's, is that of 

the Sunday school institute. The institute ' is held from two 

days to two weeks, and consists of lectures and class vlork 

led by Sundpy school specialists. The method of latest devel­

ment is that of teaoher-training courses in the ' colleges 

and seminaries. 

,It is impossible here to show how many teachers are 

reacheJ by each of these methods, but an attempt will be mSde 

to show that they are· important and a.re being used erlensi ve-

ly by the Sundf'y school leaders. The Commission oIl; Relig­

ious Education of the Northern Baptist Convention :~: in Bul­

letin Ho. 5: re:9oi"ted 2,040 classes in Northern.Baptist Sun­

day schools for the year 1915.1 The Sund~y School Board re­

ported at the close of the year 1916 that 36,951 students . 

had com:9leted the v/ork for the first diploma. Of. 'this work 

the Board s~ys in its pamphlet on" Sunday School Eductltion, 

"The lr:.rgest part of this normal training work is done and 
/ 

mu,st alvlS.ys be done in the churches!'. The Anierican Baptist 

Public~tion Society reported 21,417 institutes held in the 

twenty years from l89B"to 1915, and during the year ending 

1mrch 31, 1916, over 220,000 workers were gathered in insti­

tutes held by leaders under the direction of the Scoiety.2 

The Sunday School Board thru its leeders conducts two forms 

of institutes, the summer assembly and the oity training 

1. See page 7 of Bulletin Ho. 5. 

2. A.J. Rowland, Two Dec edes, an address, p. 14. 
Report of the AIDericcn Baptist Publicetion Society, 1916, 
p • . 354. 
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school. Of the summer assembly it is sa.id, rrThat no less 

than one thousand teacher-training a.wards were given in the 

assemblies during the past summer within the bounds of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. The Summer Assembly is dest.in-

ed to be more and more an important arena for the carrying 

on of this work."l The city training school is led by . the 

st ~ te workers who organize all the Baptist Sunday schools 

in the city and call in pastors and college tachers to a.s­

sist in the instruction. l Southern Baptists have been espec­

ially active in teD.cher-training in the colleges and seminar­

ies. The Sunday School Board reported that for the session 

of 1915-16 of Southern Baptist institutions, 69 colleges. ac-

ademies, and theological semina.ries coopera.ted in te 2cher­

training Vlork and gave 3,467 teacher-training awards, and 

1~070 diplomas. 2 As an instance of this cooper2tion one of 

the field secretaries of the Board gives four months of each 

year to te ~. ching Sunday school pedagogy in the Southern Bap­

tist Theological Seminary. 

In the questionairesome inquiry was made concerning 
29 

teE-cher-training. Of the replies, 37 in all,,,, state~ that a 

class conducted by the pastor or Bome 10c 5.lSundey school 

worker, met either at the Sunday school hour or some even-

in~ of the week. Replies from 4 schools showed that the teach­

ers were doing teacher-training work in an interdenomination­

al community school of Sund~y school methods~ while 3 ~eplies 

1. Sunday School Education, p~. 5, 8-9. 

2. Burroughs, P.E. Teacher-Training i.n Southern Bapti st Ed­
ucational Instituti ons. (A pamphlet published oy the Stm- .. 

. diy School Board ) ~. 

80 



told of institutes held at stated times of the year, and 1 

of the teachers taking advantage of the opportunity for 

training offered in the department of religious education 

of a university in the city.l 

Where none of these method s of teacher-training are 

possible yet another means is open to the Sunday school teach­

er, that of correspondence study • . Both the Sunday School Board 

and the American Baptist Publication Society offer the work 

by correspondence. Altho this method is very important in its 

possibilities, it is not given much prominence here because it 
I 

is difficult to tell from the reports just how the method is . 

worked out and how extensi v.ely it is use·d. 2 

The value of teacher-training in the Sunday school must 
. 

nedessarily depend on its function and its effectiveness in 

serving that function. But i t·s yalue as it affeots the Sunday 

school in actual practice is the only value we may discuss 

here, and that we shall attemp~ to get at from two pOints of 

view. The first point of view is that of those who early saw 

the need for the training of Sunday school teachers, and the 

second is that of those who are in a position .to observe its 

results in the local school. In an address before the anni-

versary meeting of the American Baptist Publication Society 

in 1884, Rev. Jas.Waters of Tennessee, speaking on Sunday 

school mission work said,"Many existing Sunday schools are a 

1. The work of the oommunity school is a recent development. 
Some examples that have come to notice are The Halden Sohool 
of Religious Educ .2tion, !,!alden, :iJass., The Teacher-Training 
Department of the Philadelphia County Sunday Sohool Associa-

. tion. See Athearn, \,I .S. ' The City Training Institute. 

2 . For references on te acher·training by correspondence see 
the Report of the American Baptist Publication Sooiety' 1912 
p. 11, 19l4-,-p:--663. ' ' " 

. ~_. ~:i~~~~~ 
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mere travesty upon genuine Sunday school work ••••• Sunday 

schools must often be cdmducted by people who have not qual­

ified themselves to teach anything much less to teach the Gos­

pel. The times for practice [. re so far apart, that progress 

in the art of teaching must be slow. The majority of them 

have no opportunity to learn from the masters of the art. Con­

sequently the average Sundn.y school te8.cher is far less pro­

ficient then the average public school te acher. ~7e have no 

normal schools for training teachers. The public schools do 

have them. If we do have institutes they are not held more 

then three or four times per annum. The. public schools hold 

theirs twice a month. Attendance with us is voluntary, with 

th 1 "I ~t ti f th P bl" ti Sit 12 em compu sory. ~ a mee ng 0 e u lca on oc e y 

years l eter, Ur. W .1J . 11ain, Secrete.ry of the Hassachusett s Sun-

day School Association, spoke of normal classes as one of the 

requisites of gre ater efficiency in Sunday school work. After 

discussing the nature of the training received in these class­

es he says, "These are our coming te !J chers, leaders, and preach-

ers, and Baptists may as well be at the front,'holding forth 

the word of life!, as staggling at the rear". 2 In t he preface 

of the series of Hational Teacher-Training Text-Books, Dr. 

Musselman says, "The aim of these books is to furnish teach­

ers .and officers of our Sunday sc~ools with a working know­

ledge of the Bible as a book and as a message of God to men, 
• 

of the personality of the pupils with whom they have to deal, 
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1. Report of ·the American Baptist Publication Society, 1!84,p. 41. 

2. Renort, 1896, p. 25. 



of the principles and methods of pedagogy as applied to 

Sunday school teaching, of the organization, ·aim, and work 

of the Sund['.y school as a school, and· of the .best YlaY and 

means of introducing and conducting mission stuc1y·inthe Sun­

day school." 1 

The point of view of those actually engeged in the work 

of teacher-trainin~ and in a position to judge its value from 

the results achieved will be shown in a number of quotations, 

mainly from the replies to the questionaire •. 

"A trained teB.cher studies the' pupils as well as the 
lesson and mows how to ma"{:e the contr:.ct bet\veen the 
two and obtain results. IT 

Fourth Baptist S.S., Providence, R.I. 
"Same as normal training for public school te2.chers." 

First Baptist S.S., Caldwell, Idaho. 
TI'rhe question of teachers' supply met. IT 

First Baptist S.S., Ottumwa, Iowa. 
ITA necessary thing for efficiency~IT 

, First Baptist S.S., Cheboygan, tiich. 
ITlt is absolutely essential. IT 

First Baptist S.S., Everett, \'lash. 
"It increases efficiency in the present te ~ chers 

and instructs future teachers. IT 
First Baptist S.S., Elkins II. Va. 

"It is indispensable." 
First Baptist S.S.,Fond du Lao, Wis., 

and the same reply from four other schools. 
"It gives the te~cher a vision of his ta~k and quali­
fies him for it.IT 

First Baptist S.S., Cheyenne, ~yo. 

A total of 34 replies were received, 33 of which in terms 

such cs have been quoted. In one school tea~her-trriirting was 

3i ve'1 up oeca-a.se 110 onc '[{QuId take the C01:1'8e. One cri tici sm 

was received to the effect that the course as usually oon­

ducted is too short, and not enough at.tention is g1 veIl to 

dep~rtmental training. 

1. See nook III. The Sundty.,School.Teachers' Pedagogy, pp. ·5-6. 
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Two statements from other sources will be added to the 

quotations given in the prec(;ding paragrnph. "The teacher-

training course would mean little or nothing to us if it ilid 

not give us a better understanding of the human heart and 

its needs, and bind us together in our work for a more sym-

pathetic personal touch with the individual. The thout:;ht and 

problems of others and how to meet them, 0.0 given in the 

course Vlhichembr~ces a study of the Bible, the pupil, and 

the school, and culminates in the all-importsnt topic of 

missions and the e~rly church, enable us to meet more wisely 

the diificul ties which continually confront us. nl .A..1'J.other 
• 

sums up the results of teacher~training in a local church 

under these statements; "l.An enlarged sense ·of the impor­

tance of the te 2.cher's task. 2. Hore efficient class work. 
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3. A better organization of Sunday school forces. 4. A more 

con1!>rehensi ve cOl1ce'ption of the Sunday school and its missioYl~. n2 

The Commis.sion on Religious Education of the1Jorthern 

J aptist Convention recognizes teacher-traini-ng as one means 

of attain,il1 -'! the goal of· the ~ Year Program, and in a re-. 
cent Bulletin says, I~very teacher should be "trained to teach. 

There is not a more devoted body of religious workers in Chist­

endom than the faithful Sunday school teachers. But modern im­

provements in teaching methods and lesson construction require 

that they receive specific ' training in the principles of scien- ·· 

tific pedagogy.n 3 

1 • . The Teachur Training Bulletin, Oct. 1916, p. 7. 

2. SundfY School ~ducation, pp. 19-20. 

3. Bulletin Ho. 5. ReliS'ious· . .JducatiQn..1o...~?iye . w. __ ~ .......... 
p. 3. 
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The office of Director of Religious Educ ation has been 

created in response to a need for direction of the educ ~tion-

a1 functions of the church. Just as in every movement we find 

ation.the need recognized before a step is taken to meet the prob-

· lem presented.. Dr. Cope expreeses the . need thus; "The con-

ception of the school . as e serious educ utional agency demand­

ed nothing less than a man· who should be a specialist in re­

ligious educ ation".l Another ~rriterhas stated the need in 

strong terms thus; "One of the crying needs of modern SUnday 

school work is competent educ ational leadership in the ohurch­

es".2 Dr. Soares puts it · differently but means about the same 

thing when he says, "Churches which are engaged in signifi­

cant educational vlork are coming to recognize that they need 

two ministersT'. After ~iscussing the duties of these two min­

isters the second of whom is concenrned with the educ~tional 

development of the children and youth of the church, he says, 

"There is needed a man to give his entire time to the educa-
.. . 

tional task. Conspicuous cnurohes allover the oountry are 
. 3 

calling men of the first ren};: to such service." 

In this oonnection it is interesting to note the rea­

sons given for the creation of their offioe by ... Directors 

at present employed in this '?lork. The-ir re v'sons summarized 

are these. One ascribes it to the need of true religious ,ed­

ucation along scientific lines. Another says it ia due to a 

1. Cope, Evolution of the Sunday School, p. 149. 
See also his Efficiency in the Sunaay School, Ch. IV. 
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2. Re'Po~t of the American Ba"Otist Publication Soc'tety, 11)11, p.S. 
'". 

3. Soares, T.G., in Our Church Paper published by the Hyde 
Park Baptist Church of Chicago, Haroh, 1917. . ~r.' 

r~' - ,,~ 
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recognition of the "plain need" for direction of religious 

educatio~n the church, One Director ascribes it to modern 

ideals of religious and educe-tional aim, another to a desire 

for more efficient work,and yet another to the effort of 

the church to be in the front lines of Sunday school devel­

opm~nt. 

The first Director to be employed Vias in the service 

of the Hew Haven Rel~gious Education Federation in 1907, and 

he was to do for the Sunday schools what the Superintendent 

did for the public schools of the city.l Soon after 1907 in­

dividual chuches began to employ Directors. Among the first 

Baptists were churches in St.Louis, ?rovidence, Rochester, 

Philadelphia, Chicago and New York. 2 

The Religious Education Association encour£ged the move­

ment for Directors of Religious Education in the local church­

es, and in 1912, at the meeting of the Association a depart-
3" 

ment session of Directors Vias held. In 1914 at the meeting of 

1. Cope, :volution 2! ~ Sunday School, p 149. " 
It is of interest to note that the early New England churoh­

es had an officer in addition to the pasto~, whose function 
was to " teach the members of the church. For a discussiqn of 
this early institution in its relation to the modern problem 
of religious education, see Phelps,V.V. The Pastor ~ Teaoh­
~ in New England~ in the Harvard Theologic~.l Review, Vol. IV, 
pages 389-399. 

The idea of supervision of "the educational filnction of the 
church is also contained in : the Committee on RellS!ious Edu­
cation-which is a part of many church organizations. For the 
work of this committee- see the Folder No.1 and Bulletins No. 
2 ann No.3. of the Commission on Relig~ous Education of tne 
Nor~nern ~ptist Convention. 0 " " • 

State Directors of Sunday School Work have been employed by 
the -nationa.l Sunda.y schoolagencies'for -some years. 

2. This list of churches is taken from Cope, p.150, and also 
from the replies to the questionaire. 

3. Religious Education, Vol: VII, p. 279. 
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the Religious Education Association the .tssoc'iation of Church ' 

Directors o,f Religious Education was formed, and has since 
. 1 

held yeerly meeti ngs. The purpose of . the Association of 

Church Directors, as expressed in the preamble to the consti­

tution adopted, is, "to help define the position of Director 

of Religious Education and his relation to the church and to 

the p r- stor, and to help create end maintain proper standards 

of professional training and equipment for those occupying 

this po si tion: also to promote fellowship and the exchange' 

of ideas among these vlOrkers". The qualifications for member­

ship -set the standard for all ,Directors of Reli p-ious Educa­

tion •. 4..n active member of the Association must meet the fol­

lowing conditions; (1) he must have a college degree or its 

equivalent in treining,(2) he must have had a three yeats 

theological course with courses in religious education or 

two years in an approved school of religious pedagogy, (3) 

he must be a salariedwor~er, either in a church or a denom­

inational position on a full time basis. 

The qualifications set by the Association of Directors 

is high, and ES yet not many are able to reach the standard. 2 

There are approxirnatelt, 20 Directors emplyed in Baptist Chlirch-
. '3 

es in the United States. Of this number six replied to the 

1. See Religious Educ etion, Vol. IX, ,pp. 18G-188, for the oon­
stitution of this association, adopted in 1914. See also 
Vol. XII, pp, 50-5~. 

2. A nu.mber of seminaries are now offering courses in prepar­
ation for this work; amon~ tnem Chicago, Union, Yale, . and 
Boston Universit~; other schools offer some work. 

87 

For . a suggested course see Religious Educ 9.tion, Vol. VIII, 472. " 

3. This number is based on an estimate from the replies tobhe ';.~l; 
qil.estionaire, end replies to inquiries sent to the RellgioU8 .O:::~~~ 
Education Associat10n , and the Am. Bap. Pub. Soc. " _,< ' ;~;,:::)'$if; 
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, 
questionaire se~tthem. Of these six~five have the college 

degreeQfA.B. and three of the five also h~ve the degrees of 

A.. • .r. and Ph.D. Three have had seminary train~ng and one the 

equivalent in a missionary training school. One has had ex-

perience on both the home and foreign fields as a missionary, 

one ha~ been for ten years a paid state secret~ry of a Sun­

dt:!y school associatioll, and two had experienoe as pastors 

and leaders of vlClrious forms of religious educetional work, 

before taking up their present positions. Of the six Direc­

tors heard from, three only, met all the qualificetions set 

by the Association of Church Directors for membership. 

The DirectOr has duties concerned with the whole life 

of the Church, but his most important work is done in and 

thru the Sunday school as the church school. His function is 

to unify the whole educ Etional life of the church, to organ­

lze, correlate and supervise all the religious activities, 

and to select and train the educationcl leaders. l 

As to the value of the Director of Religious Eduoation 

in the general development of th~ Sunda.y school, one cannot 

speak except in the most general terms. As yet very few Bap­

tist churches have employed· Directors, hence it is difficult 

to state the specific value of the mOvement to the ·Sunday 

school. There seem to be great possibilities for developm~nt, 

1. This general statement is suIlllnarized from the statements 
of Six directors who replied to the question concerning their 
duties. . 

See Religious F.ducetlon, Vol. IX, pp. 3-5,t for the function 
of the Director' as outlined by the Association of Directors; 
Vol. X, pp. 55 ff.tfor a discussion of the work of the Direc­
tor from the standp~int of the problems he has to face. 
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yet one of the leaders among Baptist Sunday school workers 

says, "The work of the Director of Religious Education in 

the local Baptist church has not developed a.s rapidly as it 

seemed to pror.1ise a ferl years ago!!.l There are two poss ible 

explanations for this ~ack of development. In the first place 

there arc few men prepared for such positions, and in the 

second place there is the fins.ncicl d:ifficulty of paying a 

second highly trained man .in the local church. 

In its development the Sunday school has gradually 

found it necessary to extend its. function beyond that of the 

original Sunday school idea and to cooperate with other agen­

cies which h~.ve · un educational aim. 2 As the Sunday school 

came to be the real school of the church it had to meet the 

requirements of a real school, and this meant an Gxtension' 

of its activities beyond the brief session on Sunday. The 

. education that could be given in 52 half~hour periods per 

year, manifestly cannot dompare favorably with the education 

received in the public schools vii th their longer sessions. 3 

In its work of education the Sunday ·school has also found 

other agencies which are working .to a COIIL'non end, and there­

fore, for the s[,ke of efficiency, he.s begun to . seek rne~.ns 

of cooperation. This iniicctes an enlarge~ view of the place 

1. Chalmers, ~'im.E., Educational Secretary of the American Bap­
tist Publication SOCiety, under date of Jan. 3,1917. 

2. C9pe,H.F. The Modern Sunday School and its Present D& ~, 
Ch. XXII. 

3. Replies from 47 Sundt:y schools show that the length of the 
sessions in 28 schools were 30 min. or loss, in 9, 40 min., 
in 10, 45 min. Only one, an adult clas s , holds a sessiQn of 
more th8n 45 minutes. 

• .~ .... ,...." I ...... 

. -- .... ~. ',.. 
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of religious development in the gerteral education of young 
{ 

people and a reco~1ition of the fect that the religious and 

secular agencies must complement each other's work, since 

they both aim at the best possible development of the indi-

vidual. 

This extension and cooperation has ge.ined expression in 

a number of different forms. such as the Daily Vec~tion Bible 

School, and coorYerrction \7i th the public sohools. A careful 

reading of the reports of various organizations for Sunday 

school developr.1enJ.; and of the :r'ecent literature, on both re-

ligious and secnl~r education, will' show that the leaders,in 

both fields are giving a great deal of attention to the prob­
' 1 

lem of cooperation. The replies to the questionaire also show 

that the local Sunday school workers are tr:.dn S' to IT1eet the 

problem, ancl in ad. cd tion to ' cOl1peratlon with the public schools, 

are trying to use other rellgiousagencies for the purpose of 

expressional activity an~ practicel application of the train­

ing received in the Sunday school. Among the agencies ntlmed 

in the replies are the Y.M.C.A.. young peoples' societies, 

mission societies, and community te s,cher-trtlining institutes. 

It is yet so near the date of the origin of these var­

ious forms ' of extension ,and 'cooperation that it is diffioult 

to select the more valuable. Those selected for discussion 

here are taken as typical rather than as a complet.e list. Deily 

Vacation Bible Schools c.nd cooperctlon \lith the public schools 

1. See the references in ~he bibliography, espeoially the vol­
umes of Religious Education for the current litor['..turo on 
this gonol'c.l [;il~Jject. 
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~re the forms most discussed in the current ,literature and 

consequently the best knOVill. It must be kept in mind that 

they are not really part of the Su.nday school- itself. hence 

it is not our purpose to discuss them excep t in so fer 2 S 

they are r elated to the development of Baptist Sunday schools. l 

The Daily Vacation Bible School is a school conducted 

during the smmner vacation. in ~ church, or a school, or other 

suit~ble building, by expert Christicn teachers. It has as its 

pi.lrpOSe the "conservation , of child life". The pupils range in 

age from four to fourteen. The sessions 0= the school are us­

ually held five mornings during the week. , ~ts course of study 

consists of the following parts or something simllar: 2 

Dible - Stories, memory, handwork, drama, 

Uusic - Church and gospel hymns, nature, petriotic, 
fOlk-songs. . 

r;anua1- Handwork 1'n cord, cloth, paper, reed, raffia. 
wood, metals etc. -

Habit talks. first aid, calisthenics, garnes, 
outings, stereopticon lectures, picnics etc. 
Commencement and exhibit at the close. 

The origin of the Daily Vacation Bible 'Schools goes baok 

to the middle of the nineteenth century, but in their present 

form they grew out of the problem presented by the arrival of 

large numbers of foreigners, and the congestion they oaused 

1. See \tood,C.A. School and Colle!;e Credit ill Outside Bible 
Study, _.pn.d, Cpappel.H.B. ~ Church Vacation School. 

2. Chappel, Ch. I. 
See also the leaflet of the Am. Bap. Pub. Soc., Baptist Daily 

Vac r tion Bible Schools "In the Heart" of the Yive Year Pro~ram, 
from which this is t 8ken7 --- --- ---
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in the larger cities of the eastern states. l The situation 

in the foreign settlements of the cities was analogous to 

that in the colonial days when charity Sunday schools arose~ 

and the leaders of various deno'TIinations recognized their op­

portuni ties for practical mission \vork at" home. 2 The Vacation 

School is no longer confined to foreign settlements but is 

spreading thr1Cout the Middle West, as \7i11 be shovm later. 

So f &r as the Baptists are concerned,:the Daily Vac etion 

Bible Scho ols were first . established by. Rev. Robert G.Boville, 

in 1901, in five different churches in N OYl York city. 3 These 

schooJ$ \"lere later incorporated in the National Daily Vacation 

Bible School Associe.tion. The work crontinued local in oharac- ·-

ter among Ba.ptists for a number of years, but w'as assisted by 
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the American Baptist Publicetian Society when possible to do so.4 

The number of these schools incre [' sed until the attention of 

the national leaders was called to them,and at the Northern 

Baptist Convention in 1914, a resolution was passed request­

ing the Publication Society to inwestigate the matter of the 

Daily Ve.cation Bible Schools with a .view to the superintendenoe 

and development of them. As a result of this movement the Soc-
" 

iety appointed a Superintendent for the work, beginming Jan-

uary 1, 19'16. Since then, a literature has been prepared and 

an organization effected to Q~ry on the work. The SUperinten-

1. See Chappel, Ch. I. 

2. See pa~e 6 and ff. 

3. Boville,R.G. in Encyclo~edia of Sunday Schools and ReI. ~. 

4. Report of the Publication Society, 1915, p. 1041, 1916,1'.380 • 
• ~_, .1, 



dent reported that in the summer of 1915, in the churohes 
-

of the Northern Baptist Convention, 10,000 children were 

enrolled in such schools • .An interesting fact is noted. 

that of 70 schools reported during 1915, only 10 were west 

of the Uississippi river, and of these 5 were in Missouri. 

New schools to b~ held in 1916, were provided for in Salt 

Lake, Kansas City. Los Angeles, San Diego, Long Beach, San 

Francisco. Oakland. San Jose, Sacramento. Portland, Seattle, 

Denver, and Trinidad. showing that the movement was rapid­

ly going westward. 

It is yet too early to ,judge of the value of the Va­

cation School, beceuse it is impossible to tell just how 

extensively it is used, and because there has been as yet 

no standardizing of the work. Both the Northern and South­

ern Baptist leaders recognize it as a means of value in re­

ligious educ ation. This is Been by, the fact that the Vaca­

tion School is' discussed in the publicatj,ons of the two pub­

lishing houses, on methode of ext~nding the. educational work 

i \ of the church. l 

,As will be seen in the following discuesion t 'here are 

two general plans according to which the Sunday school co­

oper~tesw~th the public school for rel~glous training . Out~ -
~ , 

, 
1. See leaflet of the ' Sunday School Board. Present Day Move­

ments for Bible Study in Educational Institutione,and-reiflet , 
of the American.LBaptiBDliblioatlon Sooiety on Daily Vaoation 
Schools. aleo report of the SooietY,19l6, p. 380 and ff. 

In the replies to the ,queetionaire the Fourth Baptist Sun­
day school of Philadelp'hia wae the only one to report a 
Veoation Bible School. 
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. side of its ovm session. Each of these general plans is 

worked out ~ifferently in the various locelities where they 

have been tried, but for sake of convenience and simplicity 

we shall consider only those that are essentially different, 

and classify them under the types of "Week-Day Religious In- . 

struction" and "Accredited Bible Study!T .1:' The . characteristic 

of the first is that the instrmction is given during the. reg .. 

ular school hours but outside the public schools, th~ chil­

dren being dismissed from the public schools to go to such 

church schools as the parents may ch90se. The charaoteristic 

of the second is that credit is given in the publio school 

for !lork done in the regular Sunday school. Evidence will be 

. given to shoi7 that Baptists are coop~rating in both of tliese 

forms, tho at present it is not possible to show how exten-

sive the cooperatio~ is. 

The Interdenomin~tional Committee on Week-Day Religious 

Instruction of Hey, York City has worked out a plan which at­

tempts to 'fit, in detc;L~ the c,omplications that arise in a 

large city 17hQrc- thera , are- m.any d-enomina ti ons and Y'iherethe 

public school system is of such a nature a.s to. l'ermit o~ the 

closest cooY'er~tion. According to the plan as published by 
. 

the Conmlitte-e two principles a,r'e involved, as follows; "(1,) 
. / 

. -....... 
The development of the child ,"s life should .be a unitary p~o-_ 

cess in the light of modern pSyQhotogy end . education'. Tha.t 

1. Prof. Coe makes this distinotion ill A G..eneral View of ~ 
Movement for correlatin~ Religious Educ f' tion with Public 
Schools, rn-Religious t ucetion Vol. 11, pp • . 109-122. 
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development should include in proper oorrelationthe physi-

cal, mental, and religious training of child life. (2) The 

American principle of the ' separation of churqhand ste..te is 

reaffirmed."l The Committee hS:s also made definite require-

TIJ.ents as to teachers and equipm~nt and has worked, out a sohed~ 
. " ) . " 

uleo! class work. The . religious : instruction 'may ,be given in 

sChoolsconduoted by a lOcal church or.~ by a oOTIl1IIUnitysohool 

in . which a, ' number of ohu~ohes , cooperate. : _' All ,the various de-
. . . . : . 

nominat'ions are represented. on 'the oi ty 'and. distriot oommi ttees 
.. ...... . . ', . . .-

and ' the whole work is c,onducted in an -undenominat~.Q.na;t ; . S~i.l'it~ ·: 
• :f. -. 

It is not worth while to discuss the plans indetB.ilbeO~u.se , . . ,. 

they are just now taking shape ahd any desoription would be ' 

inaccurate in a short time. ,An interesting experiment is now 
. .' 

under way in a oommunity school 'oentering around PubliC ~: Sa.hool.- '. ; 
, . , 

110. ' 45 in the Brooklyn ; dl striot • under the, leadership of a. ' 

Baptist, pastor-: - ";' 

In ' othe~ 'cl ties ','simIlar,' plans are being··worked out .. ·· 
.- ' 

but the only direot information at· . hand . is from Toledo, 'Ohl0, ' <~ 
where the Ashland A~~nue , 'B~p~ist Suriaay : se~ool ' ~~ports . o6o~·~' .. ·: "'~' 
erat'i~n in aOOIDmu.nl~Y w;e;7~~1. Re'l1gIoU~ : Ed~oatl~n , co~·oi:i.':"·: · · · ':. .> 

; . ' . ' .. -, -:. ,' 

" ',. - . 
_. '1'.: . .;.... . •. , .. : . _:. ' .' . .(. r 

Perh$psthe ;· be~t ' knowri . 1ian ~ i;';th'at.: adop'ted:_by: th~ ':':,~"' ~': ' ; ';' 
. ~ ' , : -.>:~;':'''j ~ ' ;.~. ' _,,.~'~-' .. ~~ , ~~ ~:~, ' . ~ ~.~' .. : :;: ,~~ :~~ :~~ ~:~.; !. ::-:<,~~~~~:~, .. .:;:':~_:;~:t~'::: ~~:.:-~ .. ~_:~~';'~";-:\ ~'~ '-, .. ,~ .. " ~ - " r. ~ .... :"~~::~~. 

churohes : I~ - Gary': Inal9.nai .. ~oh:-has :: ~e~ri: ~wr). tteri. f a'bout:: th1 ,s ;>;.:·~';~~:.;,,~ 
:. ' ., ~-.~ .. ;~ ~ ... :;.:. :~~·~ ~~~:'~ ~~~:~>· : :~ r:~;~· .. ~}~~~~~~~~~tJt~~¥~~~;.:·~:.{.' >.,~}:~. ~~~.}: ~:~;:><,:~~~/~ :;;; ... ~ -~ .. : ~. ~;.-.. ~}~ .. :\~:1}:5·~.;. ::;~<:: 

plan and, :J. t . has .. been:: . .adQpt ·~'d~'fi1.:;;.m~;r~~rQ.r : .1eB~· ; m~dlfled . form.: : .:.. ~~.: 
., . :' :"',.:.' ~ j\\~,. ::--. _. ~·:>~·A5~-·~-··'-; .. ~';~::;:' . ~;. ··.::t~-~~·l'~-~{-~:!~':.':-:~ ,:/'.i;~. ~ .~ .t .. ,,::~ ',,: .,~c-:~·!~·'~·(·"::: ... 'i-~0:': ~;:7r- '·.-:-/ '-': ~~~"'~i~:- ".~::: .~, ~ :' ~.' 

. - . ~ '~ . -__ :::· f:~ . A · -" . -"':'": ~~-"::';;~':"'_:~' ';~r~~,\-:: :- :;j .. :- :~:I-.(·~<~' ~/~ : .~ -''''''-~> · ·><·;;:_'~ ''~; ~ '· ,~' ''j. .;"r ~.;.~; , ,<;;~",~:,", _ ~, ,;' . ,-:"~, ::,' .-~ 
1. This ';1s tuoted ' frop( a -~fjaf~e:t .~ ,sent ,': b;y ,iJ1es·. :pa~i:B~ . Assistant ~::~ 

" Seoretary of"" the: J~QJImll ttee ~ ',~ : ::' :S3. ~ .. :-- )';)'.:.::'~:: :f;;1;',':',,: ".,." __ ', :, " :".:+""~: 
, . See Rellglolls :p, ~uoa~1~n •. : : :V~.~~~,;, X. f' PP~·. 5.5.?~:?6,?, ~and .. V:~.1~c ' ~I. ;d~~1 

pp. ~23 ·ff. · '7 . "' .... , • > " -'i':" , , '; ~ - , , ~, ,.: ' . .... , -- : .. : >:. ,,,,~ .• 
- The reoent ohangesinthe':: plan ~ ln the sohool .0entet1ng.:~.:.Z'· ~::'~~~ 
around PublI0 ·Sohool no. ,45 .were 'madfj possIble by the , adop-.~: .. ~~:· "'~ .. . bl' . ~ ~", -'~ 
tion cf · th~ .Gary _ l'ls.nfor :·~ .he pu .10 ~,~h90~~. «: • ~~: :" ; ';1(:'£:1;~~ 

:~~1 
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in a number of other cities. In brief the plan is this. The 

children of the elementary &nd high school grades are excused 

from the public school for from one to six ho.urs per Vleek in 

order to attend classes in their churches. They are excused 

only at the request ' of the parents, the attendance at the 

church classes being in no w~y compulsory. The churches pro­

vide the teachers and the teachers must have special train­

ing for the work. no publ~c school fund is used to pay for 

the religious instruction, no instruction is given in the 
- , 

public school, end ,no public school teaohers are employed. 

The churches pay ~heexpense of the instruction, provide all 

the equipment, and plan the curriculum. The plan was made pos­

sible by a change in the time schedule of the pulJlic schools 

in such 'a way as to allow the church school work to be dove­

tailed in. Other than the time schedule there is no connec-

tion between the work of the church schools and that of the 

public schools. The plan was suggested by the 511.perintendent 

of the Gary Public Sohools in 1914, and has since been worked 

out by the different de~ominations.l 

The Baptist churoh~school in Gary correlates closely 

with the Sunday school. The 'curriculum is ml amplifioation 

of the Keystone Series of Sunday school lesson!:!. The grading 

follows the grading ?:f the Sunde.y school and not ' that of ,the 

public school. The olasses meet at the church on two days of 
, , 

the week at special hours ~rranged to suit the public school 

1. For complete discussions, mainly from the interdenomina­
tional and the public school points of view, see Religious 
Education, Vol. IX, p. 392, Vol. XI, pp. 109-122, 5-19, 
221-226, 434-443. ,~ 

The reply .to the questionaire and material from !h! Gary 
Baptist Bulletin were used in this account. ' -~ - ;,:~.) 
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schedule. This gives three periods each week for the same 

sort of work as was formerly done in the regular Sunday 

school period. 

;In December 1916, this school enrolled 16 classes with 

a total membership of 106. In the Sunday school classes of . 

corresponding &ges there were enrolled at the same time 160. 

That the work is successful and is of value is indicated by 

the f c. ct that it is continuing after two years of trial, and 

also by the fact that the enrollment increased from 66 in 

January 1916 to 106 in December of the same year. 

The Sunday school workers of the state and national 

agencies have assisted the Gary Baptist Church in the work 

. of this week-day school. Early in 1914 the Educctional Sec­

retary of the American Baptist Publication SOCiety went to 

Gary to study the situation. l ~he Director of Sunday Bchool 

and Young Peoples' work for Indiana, (an officer under the Ed­

uc ational Department of the American Baptist Publication Soc­

iety) also ' spent conSiderable time in Gary assisting in wor~­

ing out the plan. The Puhlication Society has also aided in 

the work by helping to pay the teachers of the church week-day 

school. Since the beginning of the school assistanoe has also 

~ been given by -the stete and national Elementary Work Direotors 
. . 2 

of the Publioation Sooiety. 

The Sunday sohool leaders of the denomination are wo-rk-
- . 

ing on this plan of oooperation with the public school. and 

when methods and ourrioula have been standardized the plan will 

1. Report of the Publicatio~.~. s·oOietY, 1915, pp. 1041, 1056. 

2. See the Gary Baptist Bulletin,Nov. 26, 1~16, . p. 3. . .. 
' .. 

••.• ,J .. "~ 
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be tried out in other schools. The American Baptist Publica­

tion Society has recognized the importance ot'the work in Gary 

to the extent of sending its workers to assist in making the 

plans and also of giving aid in payment of the special teechers. 

The work of the Gary Baptist church school is reported in the 

1 '.3 15 report of the Society, in which it is said in cOllunenda­

tion, that, none marked feature of the day school Vlork is the 

atmosphere of work and study which is found in the classes 

and which is often absent from the Sunday school class •••• The 

flexibility of the plan and its adaptability under varied con­

dftions are shown by the fact that.i tis now in succesi'ul op­

eration under most of the conditions likely to be met with in 

an.y comrrm tli ty. ,,1 Further recognition by t he denomination has 

. been given thru the Commission on Religious Education of the 

Horthern Baptist Convention·in its Bulletin on The Church ~ 

the PulJlic, School in Religious Educe.tion, and thru the sunday 

School Board in its leaflet discussing Present Dey Movements . 

for Bible Study in'. Educational rnsti tutions. 2 

":le · come now to a type 'of cooperation in which th~ pub­

lic school does not change its schedule :to allow time for day 

school ins~ruotionin the churches,_ but gives aca.demic· credit 

for work done in the regular Sunday school. In the week-day 

r~ligi¢us instruction there is no credit given by the public 

school or the church school for the work of the other. This 

1. Pages 1055-1056. 

2. There er-e many administrative problems to be solved before 
the plan can be put into operation very extensively. For 
a discussion of some of these problems see Reli~ious Educa­
!!££, Vol. XI, pp. 109-122. 
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movement for public school credit for Bible study is ~ntirelY 
t,. ·:"-Il . . 

distinct from the week-day roligiorrs instruction plan, in its 

origin and develo~ment. Two general ~lans of ~ccredited Bible 

Study are found, the North Dakota Plan and the Colorcdo Plan. 

These plans have been adapted in various cities and states in 

the western and Eauthern portions of the United states. 

" The Horth Dakote Plan is c. plan to encourr.;.ge thorough 

Bible Study by high school students. By it the work is planned, 

standardized, and given academic cTedit. It was proposed by 

Prof. Vernon P. Squires of the University of Horth Dakote, at 

the meeting of the State Educational Association held in Fargo, 

H.D., in Hovember, 1911. The proposal was that, as a ~tide to 
- .. 

systematic Bible st1tdy, the Stcte Board of ?dncs.tion which has 

general direction of the high schools of the st~te, should author­

ize a syllabus for use by students individually or by such groups 

as mip-'ht be organized outside regular school work, and that to 

anyone passing an exalnination based on the syllabus 0. half unit 

of credit on the high school course should be allowed." lA 

committee vms appointed to draft 'e' deto.iled plan and the syl-
was present8d 

labusAto the High School Conference of crity superintendents 

from allover the st~:te, and given unanimous endorsement. Soon 

after this the plan rlas officially adopted by the State Board 

of E~uc~tiol1, in 1.~y, 1912. Since its adoption the plan has been 

put in ~ number of the high schools of the state and has re­

ceived the sup'Port of the stete Sund"y school association and 

1. Squires, Vernon :e. in Religious Eclucrtlon, Vol. XI, pp. 20-27. 
?rof. Squires tells how he beceme interested in this subject, 

in Reli~ious Education, Vol. VIrI, pp. 286 ff. 
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of ;)ractically all the denominations. 

The Colorado Plan originated ~t ~bout the sa~e time as 

the Horth Dalwta ? lan, but had an entirely inq.ependent origin. 

~he first suggestion seems to have come from the Young ':;omen r S 

Christian l:..ssociatLm at State Teachers College at Greeley, 

and YlaS approved. and an outline course planned by the lIinis-

terial Association of the City, under thele~dership of Rev. 

D.D'-?orward, pastor of the First Baptist Church. 1 .At the be­

ginning of the school year 0; 1911-12, the State Teachers 

College offered credit for Bible study in the churches of tho 

city on a par with the credit given to students who had , come 

from other colleges \'Ihare courses in Bible "",,ere pursued for 

credi t. Illunediately the :11an Vias adopted by eight churches 

and a total 6f 133 students were enrolled, 30 of whom in the 
• Baptist Sunday school. The college set certain standards as 

to the qualifications of the te <'~, chers and the chartcter of the 

't'lorl: that was to be accredited. T:p.is sr,me plan has since been 

extended to the high schools of the state where the wor~ has 

to meet the general conditions of the standard of the North 
.. 2' Central Association in order to be approvea. 

These pl~~s have also received recognition by the denom-

ination in the .reports and bulletins named previously, but no 

inforr.l[' tion has ev::; r been collected showing how' many Ba.ptist 

Sunuay schools have been affected by these plans of coopera-

1. See Religious Education, Vol. VI, pp. 35-36, 460-463; Vol. 
XI, pp. 124-128; and Bulletin Series XII, No. 17, pp. 5-6, 
and Series XIV, lIo. 7,of State Teachers College, Greeley, Colo. 

2. TI eli!;ious ~duce.tion, Vol. XI, pp. 124 ff. 
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tion Y/i th the public school. In order to get informntion from 

some of the schools tc..king advantage of these ~)l[!.ns, the ques-

tionaire aske d for plans of cooper~tion with the public schools. 

~he fncts as given in some of the replies will be cited here. 

In Hanhattan,Kansas, a plan has been c.rrangecl for credit in the 

Kans~s State Agricultural College, for outside Bible study, tho 

at the present time no classes are lHdng conducted in the Bap-

. ti st Sundc.y school. The. First Baptist Sund!'.y School of Greeley, 

Colorado has clCSSQS for credit in both the Stc.te Teachers Col-

lege and the high school of the city. The First Baptist Sunday 

School of Burlington, Vermont.reports that a syllabus has been 

prepared by the st -::te Sund2Y school associp.tion and the public' 

school authorities, vmrk on vlhich is given credit in the public 

schools •. S:he I'irst Baptist Bunday School of Everett, \7e.shington 

re1)orts a simila.r arrE'ngement. Other Suncl(JY schools that report­

ed ~ome form of cooper~tion with the public schools, are the 

~ ourth Baptist of Providence, Rhode Island, the First Baptist 

of Urbana, Illinois, and the Second Baptist of St.IJonis. 

Cooperation between the Sunday school and the pul)lic 

school ~s of so recent origin that as yet no standardization 

has been effected. ihe publi6 ~chool leaders have been more ac-

tive in the work than the Sundc.y school leaders, tho the latter 

are awakening to their opportunity.l The lead·ere recognize the 

1. The North Dakota Plan ori~inated with Prof. Squires,ot .the · 
University of north Dakoto.; the Colorado Plan vms made pos­
sible by the authorities of the State Teachers College, and 
the Gary Plan by the change in the schedule of the public 
schools, orig-inated by the city superintendent, I.!r. "'lirt, 

See also ?elip;ious 3ducc.tion, Vol. Z, 1'1'. 540-54B. 
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need for more unity of [lction between the two groups of workers 

if there is ever to be the develonment that is demanded by the 

welfcre of the'young people concerned. :every p~an that has 
as 

been worked out hasAits aim the religious cducetion of the 

boys and girls it is to reach, but it interprets that aim in 

the light of locel conditions, hence asve have seen, every 

~lan differs from every other in method. Each plan also differs 

in its curriculum. In Gary, the church SUP1)lies, the curl~iculum. 

in Color~do and North Dakota, the ~urricula are based on syl­

labi prepared by orsubjectto ' the approval of the state author­

ities. The organixation is of three types, the vacation school 

which is apart from either the Sund~y school or the public-

school, the y:ee':-day religious instruction in the church sohool 

during the time of the re~llar school ho~rs, ahd the work in 

the Sundc.y school accredited in the publio school. 

",nether these plans will continue as they are, or become 

unified into a standard plan, or be wholly disoarded, at least 

this much has been ,accomplished: they have shown a widespread . , 

recognition of the pr.inciplc that the religious education of 

young people is a matter for serious consideration, and that 

it should be put on a basis compcr~,ble to that of the general 

educ[~tiol1 acquired in the public schools. 

Among Baptists the lead has been taken by the Cmmmission 

on Religious Education of the UOl:thorn Baptist Convention whose 

3ulletin, The Church and ~ Public School in Religious Educa-

1!..2.!!, reviews the Vlork done and offers su,g:gestions for its ex-

,tension and ,improvement. The princi~le on which the cooperative 
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work is based is stateaas follows: 

II '::ne Dal)tist nosition of the sen ~ ratiol1 of church and 
state lead~ to the conclusion th~t- it i s inconsistent to 
use tax supported institutions for private religious pur-
p ose~. . 

~he teaching of religion is a private responsibility. 
TIeligious instruction means instrnctio:il in some faith. 
:,Iatters of faith are of private judgement and not of pub­
lic choice. 

The primary responsibility for religious instruction 
lies in the family. The second ::.ry responsibility lies with 
the church. 

:Svery church Vlill lose one of its greEttest privileges 
if it relinauishes the te ~chinR of reliRion to the st ~te. 

It is i~portant that the d~velo~meni of the child's 
life be a unitary process. The conca~tton of educ ~tion 
must include reli gious training, since educ etion is the 
~roccss of develoging a reli?ious person." . 

In its recommendntions the Commission advises th~t full 

preparation be made in order to insure efficiency in the work, 

and with re~ard to the week-dEY cooperation says, 

II ~,·tee }:-d cy instruction affora.s 9Pportul1i ty to complement, 
not to dUl)lic£.te the vlOrk of the church school on Sunday. 
If the child c;p have three periods of work in l'eligion 
each vleek inst@ of one ,it \,/ill be ~') ossible to nrrun""e 0. 
1eirly complete curriculum of religious instruction, so:ne­
thing at present not yet provided in the United St ?tes." 

Amo ng the recommend~tions of a practical sort ·offered, are 
-, 

a course of study for all s:rndes up thru the high school and 

a schedule planned to fit all the e:rades. In addition it of-

fers the follollin!!' as II general guide to leaders: 

" Recommende.tl.ons 

(1) .A more serious study to provide an adequate program 
of religious education for the young in the time now avail­
able, especially 011 Sundry morning. Iro demand should be 
made for the uSe of public school time until we make ad­
equate use of the time noVi available. 
(2) The raising of educ ational y'lork of tlie church to the 
point of efficiency where we c~n claim the right of cred­
its and academic reco~ition. 
(3) ? lan to secure community unity of action on : 
. ( a) A thorouQ.'h survey of the needs. 

(b) A program of work in reli gious education. 
(4) Detter physic al eq1li pment for educ !:! tional work in the 

church. 
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(5) Seoure · the employment of professionally trained 
directors: 

(a) Either for a lo ::al church or Orb) for a group of 
, churches. . 

(6) ? repare for week-day instruction speciel courses of 
study and plans of coordinated activity of service. This 
gives the op~ortunity for the much-needed work in history, 
doctrine, conduct, church relatiol1s, and generul re- . · 
ligious ideas. . 

104 

(7) Develop the vacation Bible school plan. This affords 
opportunity to experi~ent in the field of week-day re­
ligious instruction. 
(8) Become acquainted VIi th the work of the public school." 1 . 

The Commission,in its broad vision of the possibilities 

of this vlOrk, recognizes the practic f..l limitations to \vhich 

the local church is subject and so recommends, not for Baptist 

welfpre alone, 0. community Council of Horel and ~eligious Ed-

ucation, iil 'which not only the Sunday school and church, but' 

also the Y. :I .C • . ~., the Y.··' .C.~., the city clubs, and the pub­

lic school officers should be represented~2 Thi~ would lead in 

the end, not tO , a school in every individual church but to a 

community sch09l, more effeoti ve beca.use better-.equi})ped and 

better-administered, leavi~g to the Sunday sohool the speoifio 

funotion of giving the distinctive churoh te~chings. 

1. Bulletin no. 4. pp. 4, 7, 8. 

2. Bulletin lio. 4. p. 10. 



SECTIon IV 

The Present Status To summarize the results of the devel-
of the Sunday 
School among · opment within Baptist Sund~y schools in the 
Baptists in the 
United States. United States, we find there are noV! certain 

very definite organizations that have developed as means of 

aiding the Sunday school in realizing its aim. First, and in 

direct contact with the young people in whose lives the aim 

centers, are the local SundBY schools. But the local schools 

were not able to secure for themselves the best curriculum, 

trained leaders, or adequate equipment without c06peration, 

hence directing organizations have arisen~ These are the state 

Sunday school boards and associations which maintain expert 
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superintendonts and directors to aid and guide the local schools, 

and t~e national organizations which perform the double duty 

of giving national supervision and producing and distributing 

the materials of the course of study and the eqUipment needed 

by the locnl school. In add~tion to ' these direct Sunday school 

organizations, the school 'has found that cooperation vlith the 

public school is of value in helping to re~lize its aim. 

~,1i th all these means of extension and development, it 

would se ,3m tha.t there is sufficient machinery of organization. 

But these things are means to the end which the Sunday school 

has in view, not the end itself. In relizing its aims there are 

yet some problems that the ,Sunday school must solve. 



":'he The i~~ediate problems of the Sunday school rapidly 
Heeds 
of the change with the change in surrounding conditions. Lt the be­
Sunday 
.School ginning of the present century one of the ere~t problems was 
at . 
Pre sent. th~. t of providing an adequate curriculum. 1 ~U tho this problem 

has not been finally solved the general method of its solution 

hes been worked out. Other problems,to which more or less suc-

cessful solutions have been suggested, were teacher-training. 

and the training of leaders in religious education who had the 

seme broad point of view as to aim, methods. organization, and 

curriculum as the leaders in pu'olic educetion. But these prob-

lems are yet present in varying degrees in the .... locel schools. 

~::i th a view to getting a direct expression from the pres-

ent wor~ers as to the problems before their schools. in the 

questionaire it "!8. S asked. " ;lhat, in your opiniorl, is needed 

to further the immediate interests of the school and add to 
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its efficiency in realizing its aim?" The rep1ios from 30 schools 

have been tabulated under a number of headings. Zome replies 

gave several needs, oth ers S'c.ve only one or two, while one ex-

pressed a condition all too CO~Tc"<m ~)y sc.yjjj£;, "Don't know". 

~he needs------------------------------~---ilo. of ren'les. 

:Getter departmental equ:ipment------------------------- f.j 
TIew building cdauted to ~r~deQ school work- - ----------lO 
~ library-------:------~~-----------------------~----- 1 
Curriculum--A course better aclapted to the present 

needs.------------------------------------ 1 
Better trained toachers-------------------------------14 
?eacher-training c1ass-------------------------------- 1 
Trained officers-------------------------------------- 3 
Director of Religious Education----------------~~----- 3 

1. See re:!,Jorts of the .~'l1.Bap.Pub. Soc •• ,1961, p. 70, 1902,p. 22. 



school 
Gradir:g to the public"and :r.lCri t promotion------------ 1 
:,:01'8 0 l' :")~8.nt ~ ed. clas se s--- -- -- - - - - --- - ------------- - - 3 
Education cO!-'1:"i ttee--------------------------------..; 1 

. J.ecogni tion of the mission of the Sund!'.;y- scJlOol on 
the "0 ~rt of cf:'; rch members------------------..:. ------ 5 
?'eco'!nition of the i!;1) ortance of t ho intermediat e 
depcrtment------------------------------------------ 1 
=x::.nessional v!ork under s. competent director--::;ome­
thing for children to do---------------------------- 3 
S'unday school attendance by the church mcmbers------ 3 
Church attendance by Sunday school scholars-----'---- 4 
Eore of earnest spiritual life and preyer on the 
ns rt of offic ers and te~chors-----~----------·------ 3 
Consecrati:m of officers and t'*hers----------------lO 

?crhaps it is not Ylorth while to attempt my general con-

clusion fra~ these rep l ies, but they are given to indicate the 

practical problems before the Sunday school, of which better 

equipment and better-trained officers and teachers demand'im-

fueditte . attention. Some of the replies from the better trained 

\"lor}:ers 'will be got vell to shoy; r!hat those Ylho o.re Yfor~dl18' in a 

professional spirit on the solution of Sunday scho;)l problems 

have before them. The needs as st ated are: 

" 1. I,Iore mission study. 
2. Hore emphasi s on clefj,ni te life work problems for proper 

a ses. Intensive stl:dy to recruit ministers and mission­
arie s . 

3., Solution of written rlorl:: and expressional worl: problems; 
very unsatisfactory now. 

4. ~ , ror8 colle q:e tHj.ined t cr chers. 
5. A city DIan among all protestant churches to 

(c.) -Districrt the ci t;>r and give er_ch church a defini te 
section to cultivate. 

(t) Hare cooperation with all agencies to solve the so­
cc,lled "boy problem" rlhich is really a "man problem". 

6. Heed a new pIll-nt for the school. Pla.ne are in the making 
for it. Use now a dark, damp basement for three depart­
ments and some adult wor~:. Plant needed. badly for social 
and club r/ork. 

7. Get children to attend church with pa.rents." 
( ~'rom the First I3apti st Sundr y School; Lansing, Mich.:$n­

rollment about 740. Sent by the Director of Religious 
:;3ducation. ) 
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.A reply. pf an 6~1til~(.; ly di f ferent char!:cter, but no le s s rep-

resentative1comes from the Temple Baptist Sunday School, Uin-

. ne3.1Jolis, :.Iinn.' ~~nrollment 5(0) 

-",Deeper responsibility on the part 9f the teachers. 
l-.Iore alert attention on the part of some department super­
intendents. 
Heed a feeling of the purposefulness of the rlhole thing." 

A 'reply from a smaller city indicates that the needs there are 

much the same a s in the larger cities. 

II A new church equipped for modern Sundaw school work. 
A library. 
Uore trained te cchers. 
Hore complete organization of the departments which can­
not be had without separate departments for all. If 

(First :Baptist Sunday school, Clinton, Ho. Enrollment 430) 

From the replies of some of the workers in the best schools 

there comes the very definite statement that a need of another 

sort fro~ those that have been mentioned, is making itself 

felt. This is a need for ~ closer correlation of the ITork of 

the Sunday :;chool and the church, vii th training for reel ser-

vice and expressional service for those that are trained. 

It would be of value to compare the needs of the rural 

Sundey schools with those of the city, but as yet there has 

been no such study mad.e on a scale larf o enou.'!h to wc:rrant gen­

eral conclusions. By way of illus~tion of what may be found 

in the rur[,l Sund t;:y schools, the. condition in tho se of the Bap­

tist churches of Boone County, MO., is of interest. There are 

19 actve rurr l Baptist churches in tho county. Of these 4 have 

no ~~nday school. Of the Sunday schools that are in existence 

2 are not contiJ'.ued the full 12 months of the ye cr. As to equip­

ment,only 2 of the schools have as many as 2 rooms for their 

sessions, 3 of the schools have maps, 4 have one blackboard each, 
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3 have libraries vJ'ith c. -eotal of 2:10 volu!'1es. Of the 72 teach-

ers in all t~e schools, 10 have hed some pedagogic ~l ~raining, 

tnt none have had special training in the Bibl~ TIith a view to 

.fclling it. Graded ,less·ons are used 1n 3 of the schools t but 

the others use u·~ iform lessons. The total Sund8Y school enroll-

mellt in the Baptl~ :.i Sundfcy schools of the county is 617, '.7hile 

t1:e church faembership is 2 t ;:)38. 1 

V:"e have seen hO\,I , in the past t the aim of the Sunday school 

has chnnged 17i th the cha."'1ges in t}le conditions and needs of the 

time. J ack of all the changes there is a fundamental aim that 

can be seen only . in the light of what is being accomplished. Ev­

ery worker must have a practical purpose or aim in :viey! if he 

is to accomplish an;y'"thine, and it is that practical aim that 

must always be considered in the present. r:i th the purpose of 
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getting- Co direct expression fron the ·workers in the local schools 

this question was asked: " \7hst is the present ain of ;your Sun-

day school?" J:lhe rcplies as received from 44 schools have been 

tabulated as fol10·ws; 

Terms in which aims are expressed------------lJo. of replies. 

The religious education of children----------~-------- 3 
~he development of serviceable and efficient 

Christian character---------------------------------23 
Evangelism and conversion-----------------------------23 
Study and teDchin~ of the Bible----------------------- 8 
Church membership-from the Sunciay school-------------- 6 
Increase in attend~nce-------------------------------- 6 
Efficiency and better organization and equipment~----- 9 

In the questionaire, immediately follorJing the questlon 

1. From a recent survey of the relieions condltiQns of 
Boone County. 



quoted above, this one ViaS p)lwe(l: " To what deeree is the school 

realizing its aim?" The replies give some good sUP',<-;estions to 

one atteml?ting to interpret the aims'as tabulated ' in the pre-

c~ding parsgraph. To the question l 42 replies were received. 

Taking the expressions most cOI!llTIonly given, we find statements 

which can be s11l-:t'TIarize<1 as folloVlS: 
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Conversions, four schools report 181 conversions within 1 yr., 
9 schools report conversions Y/i thout giving the number; 

J.roYlth, 7' schools report a grcdual gro'Vrth, V/hilc 1 reported 
that its enrollment goal had been attained, another that it 
had been a "standard schoo11l for 4 years; 

Development, 5 schools reported unsatisfactory conditions, 
but 16 reportrd encouraging development; 

EfficiencY't eX}.Jressecl in SOI:1e re1?lies as approximately 50. 
50, 70, and 75 per cent; 

Every re~ly indicated that there was some prciblem needing 
immedi [' te solution if the school was to realize its aim. 

There are always some leaders who set high ideals for 

the Ylorkers in any movement. r~he Sundcy school has its leaders 

who set ideals for its workers. Some of these ideals we shall 

note. ~he Commission on Religioils Education of the northern Bafl-

tist Oonvention has defined the purpose of the Sundey school as 

" the development of efficient religious character by r.J.e:ms of 

definite, orgunized, and c~rcfll11y selected instrnction in the 

Bible end in the relir:ious life by the social grouping of young 

Ii ve s in religious environment, [.nd by directecl llcti vi ty. It 

deals partiGularly with youth, and works principally uy means 

of instruction and social grourir..g. It is 'the school of the 

church', meeting on S'unday for class study. ,,1 'rhe Second Bap-

tist Sun5ay School of St.Louis has its aim placed Clefinitely 

1. See 0ul1etin l Io. 2 A ProR'ra.'!l of Jelip'ious 3 drtcati on in a 
JJo (Jal Church, p -: 0-: nso ~nlleTIn 1;0. 3, p. 8. 



before its workerE; " From the beginning to the end our aim is 

to' let the pupil }:110'Vl the ideals of Jesus. to trust the pu-

pills conscience to appreciate them while the spirit of God 

reveals them thru our '"lork, to ii1duce him t o prc_ctice them. 

end to strengthen his -effort l) ~T the example and compcnionsh~p 
1 

of others l.'lho are trying to do likewise." 'rhe Superintendent 

of the "Bi ble Schoo11l of the First ::3aptist Church. Los Angeles, 

California, in his discussion of "The Sducational Plan" says, 

" ~,-:e t nl:e the child from babyhood and endeavor to follow him 

throughout his life, suiting to his different staees of devel­

opment the vlholesome influences of Christian thought. ~'!e cher-

ish as our ideal of work to produce manhood and womanhood that 

vlill reflect the image of the I,Iaster." 

From the evidence submitted in this thesis it is obvious 

that Baptist Sunday schools have developed as the distinctive 

teaching institution of the denomination in the United States. 

r ~his fnct has been given re'Cogllltion l1Y the authorized_ educa.-

tion:J.l leaders of the church who have set c: goal for the school 

in the part it is to play in the development of the church it-

self in the i nlfi"edi r:te future. The Irorthern B:):otist Convention 

in 1915 adopted as its goal a"fTFive Year Program" a.s follows:-- . 
It 1. A million additions to our church by Baptism. 

2. A missionary force of 5,000 men and women in America. 
and t he non-Christian 'world. 

3. '.tVlO million dollars of endo'i'llTIent for the I.ftnisters 
and l' :issi~ries 13enefi t DOllrd. 

1. From the announcement of -The Church School of the Second 
:3C1')t i st Church, "p. 4. , 
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4. Student pastors in twe:i.lty-five universities,one 
thousend Baptist students in . theological semineries, 
fifteen thouFJand in. colleges and uni versi ties, and 
six million dollars for additional educ~tional en­
dOi7ment and equi;Jment at home and abroo d. 

5. An aID1ual income of six million dollars for missions 
cncl l)enevolence. 11 

The Commission on Religious 3ducation of the Horthern 

Baptist Convention at once adopted the program as setting its 

goal, and defined the place of religious educotion in attain­

ing the church goal. No better tribute to the value of the 

Sundcy school has l)eon given than that which follows as stated 

by the Commission itself. l 

IT The most completely organized toachine activity of the 
present da~T church· is the Sunday school. ~:i th several sys­
tems of ~raded lessons available, it c~n readily be made 
the center of the church's traininf; activities •••••• A 
Sunde,:' school thorouP-'hly graded and ',"ell orgoni zed with 
a ctcff of viell-trained office:cs and teachers, using les­
sons adapted to each separate department, with ideals ex­
pressed in the ten-point standard adopted for i3aptist 
Sunday schools, '\'1ill soon be the most fruitful recruiting 
ground/for c;, nverts to Christ p.ncl church members11ip. Sta­
tistics are said to show that in the normal goro\-,ing church 
eighty-five )er cent of the increase in membership is gath­
ereJ out of the Sunday school~.·The aim of every school 
should be to ~ather in every cnild an~ to ~::ee:p overy child 
for the church. 

On the basis of these facts we eonclude that beyond 
all controversy the Sunday school is the most irnportcnt 
function o~ the church. Its efficiency will be the measure 
of success which will attend Horthern Baptists in realiz­
ing the first goal of the ::'i ve ~ear Pro .g-rrun, viz., II millior. 
additions ·to our churches by baptism." 

1. "3ulletin Ho. 5, p. 3. 
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