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SECTION I

8o rapidly have changes come ebout in the‘Sunday
bschools of the United Stetes in the half century just
passed, that workers of today,in Christian educetion are
hardly aware of fheir significance. Within the Sunday
school experience of many people now living there has
~been a complete révéisal from'the ettitude of active op-
position on the part of iocal churches to the present at-
titude of great dependence upon the Sundey school as s
means for promoting the growth of the church. Acéompany-
ing this change of attitude there has been a very great
extension of the Sundey school in number, in scope of work
attémpted; and in the possibilities thet lie in the future.

Déspite this‘gxtension, however, ﬁuch of the cﬁfric-
ulum, "organization, end methods in the Sunday school is tra-
ditional and is beiné retained becruse of conservatism and
lack of appreciation of the aims thét heve brought these
Practices into being.-Sunday school leaders must put aside
this conservatism and, if they are to make of it en insti-
tﬁtion that will continue to be of value, must study the
needs of the school as it exists today. A study of the aims
of those who instituted the practices of the Sunday school
&8 they exist today, and the needs out of which these aims
‘grew, should give en appreciative undefstanding of these

practices, which is the first step towesrds better control
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of Sunday school work.

The purpose of'this study is to find out how the
.Sunday school in the Baptist churches-in the United States
has developed in religious education. The main features
with regard to which the study is made are (1) the purpose
‘6r aim of the Sunday school, (2) the organization and ad-
ministration of the Sunday school, (3) the subject-matter
of the course of study, and (4) the methods used in actual
Sundey school teaching. The emphasis is placed on these fea-
tures'with a view to showing what changes have led to the
conception of the aim of the Sunday school as it is held
todey, and what is being done to realize that aim.

The main sources used in meking this study are lib=
 rary meterials and replies to avquesfionaire. The libfary
materials .are histories of the Sunday school, books on
the organizatién and curriculum of the Sunday school, and
reports of various church organizations. The replies to
the questionaire are the result of an ettempt to get first-
hand information concerning the origin and development of
the locel Sundcy schools. The questions related to the
Special topics of the origin of the schools, graded lessons
used, teacher training, directors of religiéus educetion,
cooperation with other teaching and rélfgiouS'agen01es, and
the present needs of the Sundey schools. A total of 250
Questiééires.were sent out to which 51 rcpiies were reccived.
These replies are maﬂﬁy from larger towns and cities tho

not all sre from large Sunday schools. There are 29 states



represented by the‘51 replies, 37 of which are from states
of the Northern Baptist Convention and 14 from states of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

In addition to the sourées that.have Eeen mentioned,
valuable information and suggestions have been gainedthru
correspondence with men in places of 1eadershipltoday. The
6ffices of the Religious Education Assoc¢iation, the Amcrican
Baptist Publication Society, and the Sundsy Bchool Board
of the Southern Baptist Convéntion have very willingly re-
plied to verious inquiries.

Sections II and ITI Al of this study are besed main-
ly on secondary source material. Primary source material
is not easily available and it was not thought worth while to
try to secure it since it has been studied by others and
is used here mainly as a background for the stﬁdy of the
recent developmeﬁts,which is the contribution aimed &t in
this thesis. For the later sections primafy sources have
been used as much as possible. The repliés to the question-
aire and the reports of various agencies now promotihg the

Sundey school are the chief primary sources used.

1. Section II, page 4.
Section III A, page 14 ff.



STCTION IT

The genersl facts with regard to the beginhing of the
modern Sundsy school movement by Robert Raikes and other
philenthropists in England sre too well known to need repe-
tition here. In America the Sunda2y school had & separete and
somewhat different origin, tho it wes not long until the
Raikes' movement was introduced and the religious tesching of
the poor children beceme & philanthropic end non-denomina-
tional matter.l During the colonial period end the first
quarter of the nineteenth century, the Sunday séhodl work
wes cerried on largely by individuals in the loc=l churches
or by philanthropic societies. The Tnglish "Society for the
Promotion of Christian Knowledge" had its representatives
in America, and in 1791 the "First bay or Sundey School Soc-
iety" of Philadelphia was organized.2 Tollowing this date .
other societies and uﬁions were organizéd for local work,
and in 1824 the national "American Sundsy School Union" be-
gan its work. Local churches, in many cases, opposed the
Sundey school as it was advocated by these societies, tho
in general they provided some means of religious instruction
for the children of their ovn members.®

The development of the Jundny school is closely linked

1. Brown, M.C. Sundey School Movements in America, Ch. 1,
The Americen Journal of Education, Vol.xXV, pp. 705.

‘?'. grown' T‘-{.C. 8.25.
Trumbull, H.C. Yale Lectures on the Sundzy Schbol,p. 123,

3. Cppe, H.F. The Evolution of the Sundey School, Ch. VI.




with the movement that resulted in the complete seculari-
zetion of the public schools of the United States. 3efore
1276 the generel aim of the public school was relizious,but
in the period following the aim was largely seculer, cnd the
control of public education which had been in the hends of
‘church authorities was .turned over to state officials.1 At
‘the same time the nature ofithe instruction ceased to be re-
ligious and became secular. 7y 1850 :the change in aim, na-

' ture, amd control of education was complete, and the public
schools hed become strictly non~religious.

The reason for this change is readily seen. In the

time of the eerly settlers the communities were made up large-

1y of people of the same religiousffaith. The stete and church
were not distinguished. Ilothing was more to expected then
that the church thru its clergy, the educested class, should

' educate the children, especially since the chief eim of ed-
ucetion was to fit the individual for church membership and
for compliance with the established doctrines. So long as

the commnity was of one belief, all parents were satisfied
to have their children taticht the ssme doctrine. But when
different denominations beccme intermingled in the same
community, there was a demand for religious instruction of

children in the faith'and doctrine of their parents.

1. The Americen Journal of Tducation,Vol. XV, pp. 707-708.
Brown, M.C. p. 19. - -

Iliss Brown quotes the experience as relatel by one who at-
tbn@ed a fumdmyx school in this early period, to the effect

that "the teacher constantly prayed with us every day and
catechiged us every week".

See also Brown, S.W. The Secularization of Americen Td-

ucetion, ®p. 1,5,155.
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The denominations not having controﬂof the schools
bggan a struggle to take them out of the hands of church
officials and to remove religious tests for tcachers, The
outcome of the struggle was the common school system of Iew
York, Pennsylvania, andthe l'ew Ingland States.l Dr.Brown,in
diScussing the laws concerning educetion in this period, seys,
"The -Colonial Period of American educational history we heve
alrcedy shovm to have been largely dominated by the religious
purpose and aim of edpcetion. The period immediately succeding,
ending approximately with the middle of the nineteenth century,
was in many respects an intermediate, & transitional period
in educational affairs..... It was in this period that the
problems involved by school systems and ecducational institu-
tions, partly religious and partly civic in their aims and
control began to press themselves uvon the American conscious-
nesse..... The aim of education as set forth in this later leg-
islation was éivic, industrial, professional, not religious
or_ecclesiastical."z

Since religious instruction was no longer possible in the
public schools, the churches slowly realized thaf they must
give religious instruction thru denominational agencies. The
lack of religious instruction was noted even before the nine-
teenth century, for a writer describing & section of Pennsyl-

venia in 1758, says, "The peonle are a mixture of 211 sorts of

-—

1. See Graves,F.P. A History of Zducation in !lodern Times, vnp.96-101l.
Since the Baptists were dissenters from the beginning of the
Colonial Period they hed many difficulties with the orthodox
denominations. Among their difficulties were those over school
affairs and doctrinsl tesching. For a discussion of this from
the Baptist point of view, see Ilewman,A.H. Vol.II. ‘mericen
Church History. The Baptists.
2. Brown,S.". pp. 56=57.




religiqus béliéf;the schoolmesters have a diffcrent faith

from their pupils, end the children, in likeAmanner, differ
from each other. Hence Pennsylvania is known all over the
world for its lamentable destitution and deficiency in the
instruction of its ehildfen in the khowledge of Christianity."l
After allowing for exaggeration in this account, this testi-
mony added to that of Dr. Brown which was quoted in the paré
agraph preceding this one, we may conclude that conditions
were such as to call for smxk an institution like the Sunday
school in the early paert of the nineteenth century.

“e know that the Bantist churches turned their sttention
to the giving of religious instruction in this period, for the
records show g large number of Sunday schools &t this time.
The Board of Directors of the Baptist General Tract Society
in its first trect published in 1824, says ,"Ssbbath schools
are particulerly csleculated to give circulation to tracts."”. 2
At the anmual meeting of this Society in 1830 the fect was
discussed that Sundzay schools were becoming so numerous that
én annual accoutit of them should be t_aken.3 "hen the 3Baptist
General Tract Society wes reorganized in 1840, one of the
chief reasons for tts reorganizetion was to enable it to carry
on "Sabbath School" work end to sffiliate with the "Sabbath

School™ unioms then in existence.%

1. Acrelius,Isreal AHistory g; New Sweden, p. 351.

2. Brown, J.N. History of the Americen Baptist Publication
Society, to 1855, p.2Z.

3. Brown,J.N. p. 49.
4. Brown,J.II. Pp. 115"116.



e shall not attempt to sey how much the movement for
secularizstion of education affected the Sunday schools, but
we may conclude that its effect was in the long run benefic-
ial, because it forced the churches to give greater attention
to the religious instruction of children.

In common wiﬁh other e=rly é@tlers the Bantists of llass-
achusetts and Rhode Island gave religious instruetion to chil-
dren as early as the time of Roger illiems. The origin of Sun-
day schools among the Baptists is the same as that of other
denominations which grew out of the Puritahs, for in the ear-
ly days the 3Baptists Were'not’#ery clearly disfinguished ffom
the Pur}tans. In 1642 a decree of the General Court of Hass-
achusetts ana in 1650 the Connecticut Code, nrovided that rll
children be catechised at least once a week by parents.or mas-
ters or select-men.l The Pilgrims.established a custom in 1690,
of having the qeacons assist the pastor in tesching the chil-
dren during the intermission between services on Sunday. Re-
ligious teaching wss also included in the public school course
and in fect 211 books were of & religious character.

The first Sundey school was st Plymouth in 1669, and &

. few others were established during the\yeérs immediately fol-
lowing.g These schools were distinctly different from those
of a century later, since they ﬁere strictly religious in aim

and were a2 part of the New Englandcidicational'systeul. Sectar-

1. The Massachusetts law is quoted by Brown,lM.C. p.1l7 end by

Brown,S.W. p. 17.
The Connecticut law is quoted by Brown,S.W. pp. 5-6 and by
Boone,R.G. Fducation in the United States, v. 47,

2eBrown, 11.c, p. 19. . __
Americen Journal of Education, Vol.XV.,p. 705.




iarinism increased and the troubles of wear causel neglest,
and when next the Sunday school movement appeared it weas in
Virginia and South Carolina and other southern states where
Baptists at that time were not numerous. These schools with
those of Hew York , Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania established
from 1786 to 1800 were on the'Raikes' plen.

Certain charecteristics of the eerly Baptists hindered
the development of the Sundey school. These were their extreme-
1y radicel views with regard to their particulsr faith and
form of church government. Having been driven from place to
place by persecution, and forced to fight for existence as e
dcnominatién, the 1eaders beceme very skillful in controversy
and were noted for their Zeal far more than for their learning.
With the memory of their experience with a tax-éupported and
well educated but immoral clergy in Virginiz and other royal
colonies, the Baptists became strongly prejudiced in favor of
a clergy.from the. ranks of the people, uneduceted and unpeid
for religiows work.l These things made the Raptists stress the
evangelistic snd missionary phases of church life rather than
the educational. |

Despite these influences there Weré local Suﬁday schools
orgenized even during the earliest period 6f the history of
the denomination. About 1740 the Germen Seventh Day Baptists
began & Sunday school ét Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pennsyl-

vania.? In 1796 the Dover Associstion of Virginia eppointed

1. Newmgn, A.H. p 366 ff.'

2. Duncan, R.S. History of Sunday Schools, p 176 ff.
Americen Baptist Register, 1833.
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a committeeto prepare a suitable catechiém for children. In
1809 at the General gssociation of Virginla Baptists the Te-
| ligﬁus education of children was discﬁssed, which indicated
a recognition of the need for something of the nature of
Sunday school work at that time. In 1797 (or 1791,records
vary) a Sunday school for the children who worked in a cot-
ton factory, was opened iﬂ Pawtucket, Rhode Islend, by lr.
Collier a student in Brown University, and supported by Ir.
Samuel SlaterAa cotton manufacture;l In 1804 a Sunday .school
was sterted in the Broadway Baptist church, Baltimore. In
1805 the lulberry Street Baptist Church wes founded, and &
Sundey school,,said to bk the first in the state of llew York,
was begun soon after the fpumding of the ohurch.z In 1807
the first Sundey school west of the Mississippi was started
by Mrs. lurphy the wife of = Baptist preacher.S This school
was for the children of a company of settlers from Tennessee
who had seftled in St.Francois County, Missouri. In 1817 Rev.
T.P.Green from Tennessee started & system of Sunday schools
in Cape Girardesu County, Missouri, and carried it on in the
face of greet opposition. Two missionaries, J.l.Peck and J.E.
Velch, the first sent out by the "Triennial Convention"”, be-
_gan & Sundey school in St.Louis in 1818.% This school which

was for negro children, was a part of the missionary work of

1. Americen Journal of Education, Vol. XV.p. 705.

2, Americen Baptist Register, 1833, p. 115.

3. Duncan,R.S. History of Missouri Baptists, p. 45.

4. Duncen, p. 88.
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these men. This early work of the missionsries in lissouri,
and Illinois( where it began possibly a few years earlier than
in Missouri tho no records are at hand) was not strictly de-
nominational in character, as is shown by the fact that in
1831 Rev. Green became the agent for the American Sunday
School Uniogoggaﬁgggouri. Other leaders in Sunday school work
in the Middle "lest also were at this time agents of the Am~
erican Sunday School Union.

The reports of "Triennial" and other conventions both
state and national, during the first quarter of the nineteenth
centrry show no genersl Sunday school movements, or recognit-'
ion - of need for the work. At fhe founding of the Baptist
General Tract Society in 1824, and especially when it was
reorganized as the American Baptist Publication Society in
1840, the beginning of & national Bavntist Sundaey school move-
ment was meade.

In the records there is little said directly concern-
ing the aim of the Sunday school. Our judgerent as to the =aim
of the early Sunday school is largely based on indirect ev-
idence. From the discussions thet have been léft to us from
the eerliest deste to ‘about 1800, the dominant aim was religious
instruction in the common meaning of the term.l In those cases
where the Sunday scﬁools were founded as charity schools for
the poor of for factory children, the aim included instruc-
tion in morels, reading, writing, and srithmetic. The mission
school of Peck and Welch in St.Louis among negro children,

Seems to have been evangelistic in purpose, for the reports

1' BI'OWTI, S.V."\’Y. po 50



show a greet number of conversions and.the esteblishing of
2 church from the Sunday school membership.1 As the denomi-
ﬁation grew and strife over doctrine continued, the aim of
the Sunday school turned more and more to that of the next
period, that of teaching the Bible from the sectarian point
of view.

The'plan of organization of the Sundey schools was sim-
ple. The school was often conducted at first by one person.or
a small grotp of persons who acted as teachers and celled in
others as assistants when needed. Often the pastor was the
leader, tho frequently the pastor opposed the Sunday school,
especially in the Middle Vest, and attempted to keep it out
of the church and distinct from the church orgenization. The
Sunday :schools were local in government just as were the
churches, tho some county and state associations aided in
their extension.l

In perhaps e large number of the schools, catechisms
end Bible verses constituted the extent of subject-matter,
The charitable schools in the early yeers had the three R's
and moral precepts as the chiéf part of their curriculum.
Among the earliestschools the spelling book and hymn book
were the chief text-books required.? No general or unifform
Plan of lessons was followed until considerebly leter in the
century. The whole subject-matter seems to have been treated
from the point of view of church faith and doctrine after

the beginning of the nineteenth century.

1. Brown, M.C. p. 115.

2. American Journal of Education, Vol.XV. p. 707.

12 -



In a discussion of the methods , just es in the discus-
sion of the aim of the Sunday school during this period, we
must rely largely on indirect evidence. Class instruction
seems to have been common among the early schools; in fact it was
a peculiar Americen development. Peck and Welech in St.Louis
Organized their.school into classes and had 5 or 6.negro assis-
tants.l Portions of the Bible were read and memorized and
the verses expléined, oftén word by word. Catechisms were pre-
pared for the children and they were ﬁﬁuired'to learn the ans-
wers to the questions. The early laws of llasscochusétts and
Connecticut which were referred to previously, required the
masters, the parents, or the select-men to catechise the chil-
dren et least once 8 week,”

During this period there gradually grew a recognition
of the fact that the Sunday school could become of value in
supplementing the moral and relicious instruction of the church
and the home. Tith this recognition there also grew a better
idee as to the subject-matter and methods to be used. The
leaders in Sunday school work slso ceme to recalize thot their
foces must be organized in order to be'effective; end as a re-
sult of this the American Sunday School Union was organized
in 1824. But there was no widespresd recognition aﬁong Bep-
tists, during this early neriod,thet a denominational Sunday
agency was needed and itwgs not until after 1824 that any ef-

fortwis made to secure one.

l. See note 4 page 10.
2. Cope, E.F. p. 101.

1o



SECTION ITI

The Two Periods of There are no destes et which Baptist
Development of Bap-

tist Sundey Schools Sunday school history can be sherply defined.
in the United States ' '

after the First A definite beginning had been made, however,

Quarter of the

Hineteenth Century. by the close of the first quarter of the
nineteenth century. In this study‘two large periods arec marked
off in the time after 1824. The year 1824 is teken as the be-
ginning of the first period, because that is the dzte of the

founding of the organization which afterwsrd beceme the Amer-.

icen Beptist Publidation Society. The orgenization of this society

was the first movement which led to & unified effort for Sun-
day school work among the Baptists 6f the Tnited States. This
period saw the change from interdenominationsl to complete de-
nominational control of the Sundsy schools in Baptist churches.
The beginning of the second period is set at the opening of
the twentieth ceﬁtury, beczuse at about that time were begun
the recent developménts which ere bringing imprbvement in or-
ganization, sub Ject-matter, and method. At the opening of the
Second period there seems to have come & recognition of the
fect tﬁat'the Sundey school must first of ell be the school

of the church, with the aim of securing the best possible re-

ligious development of the_child.l

~

1. For & discussion of the Sunday school as the school of the
ghurcg:h6 see Coe,Geo.A. Educetion in Religion and lMorals,
l)o 8 -290. \"7 g ot
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(Part A. From approximaetely 1624 to 1900.)

The American Sunday School Union was a large factor in

eStablishing'SundayVschools in the early period bf their de-
velopment in the United States.l This union,, however, did not
aim at establishihg union schools where denouinational schools
were in existence or could be maintained, Tn the union schools
provision was made that no doctrines of 2 denominationel char-
acter be teught. Naturally this provision was not satisfactory
to the Baptists, who insisted on the right to teach the "whole
truth'as they understood it. Bermause of their dissatisfaction
with the union schobls, Baptists felt the heed for Sunday
schools strictly Beptist in charccter. |

Before it was possible to have Sunday schools strictly
Beptist in character, a long period of opposition tc Sunday -
schools had to be passed. The naturé of that opposition may
be expressed in the words of one of the pioneers in Sunday
school work, who'sa&s, "I came home lately from the militsry
tract. The Baptists belonging to the Crooked Creek Association
would not suffer me to presch in their houses. One of them in-
vited me to preach in his home but eles! when he found that I
wes favoréble to Sundsy schoools he said that ' the church
would deal with him'if he suffered a man of that characséer
to preach in ﬁis.house."z With such opposition as this end
pastors who knew little about Sunday.school work and who had

very little interest in it, thinking it was & "new-fangled

1. For a complete account of the American Sundgy School Tnion
sec American Journal of Education, Vol. XV. 705-720.

2. Baptist Homg Missions in America, lubllge Volume. p $27-52Y
This is an experience of Rev. Wﬂ-xinner?f\ Morgen Co.,Ill, 1832.
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notion from fIog the dovil",the Sund~y school developed slow-
.1y.1 Despite this opposition, which was strongest in the llid-
dle Vlest, the number of-Sunday schtols was constantly growing.
Ve cannot give the figures for these eérly years, yet we Iknow
that the number of Sunday schools was so large in 1830 that

at the sixth annualtmeeting of the Baptist Genersl Tract Soc-
iety the need was urged for an annual sccount of the teachers
and scholars. In the same report there i& this interesting
statement; "The time may come when the numbor off schools in
our denomination will ibe so great as to require the Tract
Society to publish a series of Sunday school books suited to
their use."® So great was the increasse in the number of schools
thet just ten years lester the Tract Society found it necessary
1o reorganize and extend its work 80 as to include the publi=-
cation of Sundey school litereture.

THile the opposition to Sunday schools was being over-
come and the number of schools was being rapidly incresacsed,
the change to complete denominational control was being gred-
vally effected. In some states the general church association
Oor e Baptist Sundey school union or convention, assumed direc-
tion of the work, making it strictly denominational in cﬁar-
acter. In Conneoticut a Sabbath school society was formed in
1832. In other states unions were formed earlier. The movement

for state organizations spread until by 1873 nearly every state

1. For the general opposition to Sundey schools, see
Cope, €h. VI.

2. Brown,J.N. p. 49.



was organized for Baptist Sundey school work.l The change in
locals schools; however, was not then complete, for a report
in 1880 states that "only about one half of our churches have
- as yet distinctively Baptist schools". 2 Taking into account
.the fect that in 1880 Baptist churches without Sunday schools
at all were frequently to be found, we are yet justified in
the conclusion that the change to denominational control was
not complete until laté in the nineteenth century.

To illustrate this change we give an account of the
movement as it occured in llissouri. lMissouri is selected be-
ceuse the reports from which information is readily secured,
are at-hand, Tho the change in Missouri came later then in a
~number of the eastern states, it is fairly typical of the
whole movement, for Missouri is the common meeting point of
pioneer influences from both northand south. The Missouri
Baptist Genergl Association first gave attention to Sunday
schools in 1845,when it Dbecame préctically an guxiliary of the
American Sundsy School Union. Little was done, however, in ex-
tension and development of the Sunday school by Baptists for
& number of years, and the reports were chiefly lements over
the lack of enthusiasm for the work. In the meantime there
wes. greowing a sentiment that children of Baptist parents
should be taught Beptist principles in a Baptist Bunday school.
A report, in 1865, suggests "Thet in the administration of our
Sunday school affeirs, we avoid all practices and compliances

contrary to the simplicity of our denomination &nd the word of

l. Dates are given in the American Baptist Register, 1833.
See page following for more extended account.

€ « Report of The. American Baptist Publication Society, 1880,
P. ZI‘
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Goar.t Definite esction toward meking the Sundcy séhools in
Baptist churches strictly Baptist was taken in 1868, when the
ilissouri Baptist Sundey School Convention was orcanized. Com-
plete denominetional control was effeéted when this convention
beczme a part of the General Association in 1878, ,and its work
was takem over by a Sunday School Board.

The more influential agencies in Baptist Sundey school
extensionpre the national publishing societies, the American
Baptist Publicétion Sociaty,and the Sunday School Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. These agencies have & system of
close cooperation with the state orgesnizations and are largely
responsible for the success of the work in the various states.
Since the American Baptist Publication Society was the first
in the field we shall discuss its work first.

The idea of & national agency for Sunday school work
was slow in its development. It seems to have growvn out of the
mission workx of the church and to have been borrowed pertly
from other denominations. There had been but little effort to-
werd Sunday school extenston before. 1824, tho J.M.Peck, the
first missionery of the Triennial Convention,had estsblished
a fed schools es early as 1817. The work of Peck, however, was
locel and incidentel to his regular work as & missionary. Other
Pioneer preaschers seem to have cerried the Sunday schoollidea
with them as they went west, but their work was local and sup=-
ported by local churches or associations. Nothing approximating

& national agency was founded until 1824, and even s lete as

1. Yeamen,™.P. History of the Missouri Baptist General Assoc-

lation, p. 261. Cuoted from the report of the General Assoc-
ietion, 1865. : '
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1830 no effoit had been msde to publish Baptist Sﬁnday school
literature.l Even later than 1839 the publicetions of the im-
erican Sunday School Union seem to have been used by Baptist
Sunday schools; for at that time one pﬁrpose of the reorgahi-
zation of the Baptist General Tract Society was to enable it
to secure the publicétions of the American Sundey School Union.Z2
The American Baptist Publication Society, bggun as the
Baptist Gene:al Tract Society, was founded in Vashington, D.C.,
Februsary 25,~1824.5 The purpose of the Tract Society was the
publicetion and distribution of religious trascts as & means of
evangelization. Sebbath  schools were expected to give large
circulation to the tracts among the scholars. In this way it was
hoped that the parents of the children would also get the ben-
eflt of the trects. At the sixth annual meeting of the Tract
Society tﬁe need was recognized for Sunday school publications.
In 1835 an attempt was made to enlarge the Tract Society to en-
able it to publish books snd periodicsls for family eand Sunday
school use. In 1839 the Hudson River Association urged the need
for a Baptist Sunday school union to furnish literature for Bap=-
tist Sunday schools.4 Following these suggestions the Board of
the Tract Society worked out & plan of reorganization which was
edopted in 1840. The purpose of the reorganized society, as stat-
~ed in the constitution, was to "publish such books as are needed
by the Baptist denomination, end to promote Sunday schools by

Such measures as experience may prove expedient"-sThe reorgan-

1. Brown,J.I. p. 49.
2. " " T p 115.
3. This account is taken largely from the records e&s given by

Brown who was Secretary of the American Bap. Pub. Soc. before 1856,

4. Brown,J.N. p. 114.
5. Quoted by Brown, p. 117.



ized society began immediately to do Sunday school work, &and
in 1840 it published what were probably the first lessons and
helns for teachers broﬁght 6ut by any‘denominational publisher
in America.

When the General Tract Society was reorcgenized with a
new purpose it also édopted'a new name, that of the American
- Baptist Publicetion Socicty. Since that time the Society has
done a great deal of denominational work other-than thet related
to Sundey schools, but it is in the Sundey school work alone
that we are interested. It is not our purpose-to give a history
of the development of even the Sunday school work of the Soc-
iety eﬁceét as'it is inéidéntal to the géneral development of
the Sunday school, hence such events &8s the beginning of the
publicetion of graded lessons or of teacher training literaturec
will Dbe left to o later.discussion. Passing over & great period
in thelhistory of the Society we shall show as briefly as pos--
sible the form of organization at the present time.l

At present the general Sundesy school work of the Ameri-
can Baptist Publication Society is under two depattments, thé
missionary and.the educational.®The work of each department is
divided and placed in charge of experts in the particulaf field.
The llissionary Department has a two-fold purpose in its worlk,
(1) the purely missionary, in which it gives emphasis to the

" Plenting of new schools where there none, and(2) the educetional,

1. For & prief history see the Report of thé society, 1899, p.44-
52. :

2. This parsgraph and the two following are based on a spudy
of the Report of the society as found in the Northern Baptist
Convention Annugl,1916, pp. 323-385.




in which it gives sﬁecial emphasis to the development of such
schools as are already in existence, and to increasing the use
of denominational literature in them. The extent of the work of
the Missionary Depertment i& indicated by the facts that in the
_year 1915-16 218 new Sunday schools were establisheq, end since
1840 a total of 15;155 have been organized. In addition to estab-
lishing new schools the department has sold and given away thous-
ands of books and held numeroué institutes for Sunday school
teachers and officers. '

| The Educational Department is also missionary in the larger
sense. It has secured,or has plens for secdring, a Director who
~is an expert in Sunday school curriculﬁm and method, in each
state of the Northern Baptist Convention. This is done in coop-
eration with the state organizations. This depsrtment seeks also
to arouse interest, and to formuiate definitelyin the local
church & constructive program of religious educsfion which is

to be effectively edministered in all phases of church activity.
Just now special effort is being made to standgrdize the  Sun-

day school according to the étandards agproved by the Sunday
School CowCneil of Evengelical Denominetions and the Commission
on Réligiousﬁducation of the Northerm Baptist Convention. lleans
of cerrying out these functions are found in various ways. Teach-
er training is one. The training institute, an extension of
teacher trainiﬁg, is another. The Elementary Work Department is
yet another, The Depsrtment of Social Service with its Daily
Vacation Bible School and Teen Age work,is 8lso in close assoc-
iation with the other departments and helps to raise the stan-

derd of Sunday school work.

V]



Another function of the American Baptist Publication Soc-
iety is indirectly of very great influence in the developrent
of religjous education in Beptist Sunday SChools.'This is its
inter-denominationsl cooperation. To show what this is e par-
agranh 1is taﬁen from the 1916 report of the Board of Ilanagers.
" Ilo single movement in the Sundey school world has had a wider
influence than the organization of the Sundey School Council.
Dr. A.J.Rowland is more responsible than any other man for bring-
ing this body into being, and served as its first president.
Dr. Geo.T.lebb of the Editorial Depertment, is the present ef-
ficient secretary. No service rendered by the Council has been
more important then its educational recommendations, Agreements
are secured on principles of Sunday school advance and on meth-
ods to be followed; such as the promotion of a Sunday school
standard, setting up departmentel standards, fixing teacher
training standards, adjusting relations between young people's
societies and the Sunday school etc. The educational secretary
has continued to'represent the council on the International
Sundry School Committee, with Dr.Geo.T.Webb as the representative
of the Northern Baptist Convention. Service has also been given
to the Internsational and state Sunday school associations, and
to the committceéon Christian Tducetion of the Federal Council
of Churches of Christ in Americsa."l

The great importance of the Publication Soc¢iéty as an a-
gency for Baptist Sunday school work is seen in the extent of

its activities. (1) It prepares and publishes at smell cost the

1. Horthern Bantist Convention Annusal, 1916, p. 367.




lesson materials and périodicals for the Sunday school. (2)

It publishes teacher training courses and urges their use by
teachers and officers of the local schools, and also main-
tains teacher training institutes. (3) It plants new schools
where they are necded and can be maintained, and aids weak
schools by grents of literature and by sending experts to en-
courage tnd build them up. (4) It places in every state, in co-
opcration with the state assoéiations, a special Sunday séhool
worker who inspects, recommends, and by various means, raiscs
the stendsrd of the local schools.1 Thus the Publication Zoc-
iety bears the same relation to the Baptist Cunday schools of
the northern states as the office of o state superintendent of
"schools does to the publijc schools of & sﬁate, end zcts as pub-
lishing house in addition. ‘

The Sundey - School Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, tho somewhat different in its organizetion, hes, émong
the Southern Baptists, functions similar to those of the Amer-
icen Baptist Publication Society among Northern Baptists. Sincce
the Sunday School Board is more recent in its origin &nd so
does not reflect in ité hiétory the early movements fof Sunday
school development, the account given of it will be less exten-
ded than that given of the Publication Society.

The present Sunday School Board had its origin in the
yeer 1911, but there were forerununers of which we shall necd
to take account. Because of the difficulties that @divided the

Forth and the South before the Civil Viar it was found inscdvis-

1. This phase of the work is reported eos early as 1867. In 1874
the Society had Sunday school missionaries in 20 states and 4
workers among the freedmen of the South. The number of Sunday
school missionaries has since been increessed.



able to try to continue the o0ld Triennisl Convention.l The
Southern Baptists organized a separate convention and at its
first session,in 1845, appointed two mission boards, one for
foreign and one for domestic missions. The Domestic liission
‘Board at once took up Sundey school work and emphasized the n
need for a Sundsy school literafure suited to the Southern Eap-
tists. To supply the need for Sundaey school literature the
Southern Baptisf Publication Society‘was.organized in 1847;

as an auxiliary of the Domestic lission Board. This Board pro-

vided for Sunday school extension by directing its regular mis-'

Sionaries’ to found new schools as part of their work. The valwe
of Sunday schools was recognized among sbuthérn people in the
early dzys of their scparate work;as is shovm by the reports

of the Southern Baptist Convention. One report scys, ""his in-
stitution (the Sabbeth school), that looks to the relicious

training’ of children has been‘employed with good success, by

nearly all of the missionaries under the patronage of the Board.

lleny have been added to the churches from its ranks."g
The Sunday school work of the Domestic Missioﬂ Board in-
and '

creased,in 1863 the Southern Baptist Convention created a cpec-

ial Sunday School Board. In 1868 this board united with the

Southern BDeptist Sshbath School Union and was knovm &s the Sun-

day school Board of the Southern Daptist Convention. But in
1873 it was felt that too much machinery had been created and

that Sunday school work was properly a function of the Domestic

l. For & complete see lewman,A.H. pp. 443 ff.
is

2]

Duncen' has been relied upon for the larger part of this sc-
count of the forcrunners of the Sundey School Board.
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ission Roard. At the session of the Convention that year the
Sundey School and Domestic Ilission Doards were merged into one
mission board which was to carry on the Sunday school work &s
it had done before 1868. Before it wes merged with the Domestic
ission Board the Sundsy School Board reported 4,535 Sunday
schools with 210,960 scholgrs. But thia mumber was small in
comparison with;the number of churches and church members,‘
meny of whom hed very little interest in the Sunday school.l
After 1875 the publisation of Sunday school 1iterature was
done by a second Southern Baptist Publication Society, but no
records of its work are available.

The present Sunday School Board was organized'by the
Southern Daptist Convention in secssion &t Birmingham, Alsbame,
Mey 11, 1892.2 Tt was given the. "task of publishing a Sundey
school literature and otherwise céring for the Zunday échool
interests for the Baptists of the south". The periodicals and
other materials for the Sundéy school that hed been published
by the home mission board of the Convention, were turned over
to the new hoard which began its work with a definitely maried
out field end & great need to be met. Tany difficulties had to
be overcome but the board has had remarksble success in conQ
ducting its business. It has outgrown its originsl function
and become the publishing and genersl clearing house for ell
Phases of the work of the Southern Baptist ¢hurches. Tt has

also become & large financial fectoxy zontributing from its

1. Duncen, p. 240. Ch. XX.

2. This end the following paregreph is based on g study of

reports of the Sunday School Board as found in the Annuals
gglg?e southern Baptist Convention for the years 1915 and



funds to the support of seminaries, missionary schools, and
to state Sunday school and mission boerds. Gifts have been
mede in the form of literature, endowments for sslaries of pro-
fessors, and cash for payment of the salaries of state workers.
The work of the Sundsy School Board, bearing most dir-
ectly on the Sunday school is conducted thru special depart-
ments. These departments are (1) Publication, (2) a lesson com-
mitteey (3) Bible Class, (4) Teacher Training. Experts are in
charge of each department and the work of eac;iparéfhmly defined
in the inferest of sdministretive efficiency. A number of field
agents act as repveséntative of the Board gmong churches .in the
various states in which the Board operates.

The Sundey School Board, thru these departments, is
largely responsible for &1l the recent improvements in the Sun-
day schools of the southern Baptist churches. The improvements
which this Board has effected have been much the same as those
%hich the American Baptist Publication Society has brought about
in the Sunday schools of northern Baptist churches. These im-
provements are mainly in lesson material, in methods of teach-
ing and in the training of teachers. The.Sunday School Board
has a2lso represented the Southern Baptists in the interdenoh-
inationgl work of the Sundey School Council.l In generel the
Board has extended ifs work as the needs of the peop;e_it serves
have indieated the opportunity for grester usefulness. So close-
ly has the Board followed the needs of its people that its de-
velopment ig g faif indication of the progress mede in recent

yeers by the Baptist Sunday schools of the southern states.

1. See page 22.
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Aside from these two:national agencies of Sunday school
exfension there have been other agencies of narrower scope but
of sufficient ﬁportance that we shall need to take some account
of them. Of these the state boards snd con&entions have been
The most importante But before discussing them we shall look
for o moment at two orgsnizations, the latter of which is of
importance because of the impetus it gave to the work of the
state orgenizations. These are the New England Sabbath School
Union and the National Beptist Sunday School Convention.

The New England Sabbath School Union which was founded
in 1835, had as its purpose the promotion of "Baptist Sabbath
Schools" in every way possible, especially by the publication
and circulation of literature.l In 1839 when the Baptist Gen-
eral Teact Society proposed & reorganization, one of its pro-
visions was "That an arrangement be entered into with the New
England Sabbath School Unidn, either to amalgamate or to sup-

Ply us with a large and very general assortment of their pub-

lications."? Agein in 1848 an effort was made to combine the

llew Englend Ssbbath School Union with the Americen Baptist Pub-
lication Society but it was not until(1856 that the business
was completed. At that time the Publicatiqn Society bought the
entire stock of the Sebbath School Union, plstes, engrovings,
and copyrights, and made it & part of the equipment of the
Publication Society.

A National Baptist Sunday School Convention was held at
St.Louis, Missouri, November 2, 1868, having been called by the
4dmerican Baptist Publication Society. The recordé of this con-

1. For these frcts and ds=tes see Duncen and the American Baptist
- Register for 1836.
2. Brown,J.N. p. 115.



vention contain some very interesting suggestions as to Sun-
day school work.l First there was an expression qf the unani-
mous sentiment that Sundey schols shou2d be purely Baptist in
character. As to the time of dey for the Sund~y school ses-
sion,it was decided that before the moining service or et some
special hour in the afternoon would be best. As to the length
of the session, it was recommended that it should not exceed
one hour. A resolution was adopted as follows: "That we recom-
mend the thorough organization in 2ll states, of our Baptist
Sunday schools into state end district conventions and as far’
as poséible the employment of stote and district missionaries".
Another resolution urged a.weekly Beptist Sunday School Teach-
ers’ paper and éppointed a onmittee concerning the matter. As

a final result of this resolution the Baptist Teacher was

founded in 1869.%2 -

The resolution concerning stete organization of Sunday
school work which was adopted by the.National Convention, in-
dicetes a widespre=sd movément. Some of the stetes had organiza-
tions before the time of the National Convention, but in per-
havs a largér number of the states organiéations were formed
& short time afte#i%%nvention. The date of organizetion of
some of these unions and conventions goes back to the early
part of the nineteenth century. In New Hampshire a Sabbath
School Union was formed in 1828,° and in 1832 reported 90 church-
¥8 with 90 Sunday sehodls aﬁd 4,300 scholars. In 1830 organ-
izations were formed in- Vermont and Connécticﬁt; The Massachus-

etts Sabbath School Union begen in 1832, All these organizations

l. Duncen, pp. 229 ff. Duncen was a delegate to the convention

and gives the account from his own experience.

2, Report of the American Baptist Publication Socigﬁl, 1870,p 28,

ot
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were separate from the church associations. Sundesy school
organizations were formed in a number of states after 1830 ‘
and had become general by .1875, having developed as the demand
grew for the denominationalizing of the Sunday schools;1

The state organizations have taken two characteristic
forms. In general in the northern states the form has been
that of & separste convention or institute, while in the south-:
ern states it has been that of a Sunday school board as an aux-
iliary of the state association of the church. Previous to 1869,
20 organizations of the two forms had been put into operation,
and in the four years following twelve others were begun. Of
these 32 state organizat;ons in 1873, 18 were separate con-
ventions and 14 were Sunday school boards.z'

These two types of organizationé had correépondingly dif-
ferenf methods of carrying on their work. The separate conven-
"tions sent out men, ministers or laymen, whose sole work was
to organize new and visit old funday schools and superintend
their development. The Sundey school boards used ministers
under appointment by the church conventionqu the stete, pas-
tors of the_locai churches, and general missionaries and sup-
'Plied them with literasture for their Sundey school work.

The records are not at hand for each of these state or-
ganizetions but the movement in Missouri seems to be typieai

at least of the western states, especially since in Missouri

bothvcharacteristiq forms of prganization were found et dif-

‘&. The figures here are teken from Duncan, Ch. XXII.

%

l.. See pages 16 snd 17.



ferent times..This is to be expected because of the location
of the staté on the border between North and South where in-
fluences from both: sections would naturally méet, In 1845 the
Baptist General Association in Missouri adopted the literature
of the American Sunday School Union and rec0mmenaed its use
among the Sundey schools of the state.l In othegagﬁe Baptists
of the stateiporked“in cooperation with the Amerigan Sunday
School Union, but for various reasons the Sundey school work
in Bapfist churches did not develop as it shpuld and there
grew up the feeling thet a separate organizatibn, distinctive-
1y Baptist, was needed.

In 1868, to meet the need for & distinctively Baptist or-
ganization, the Missouri Baptist Sundey School Convention was
started. Although the Convention was organized at the meeting
of the staté Association and was led by men prominent in the
. Association, itAwas entirely separate in its organization and
work. The Convention was a very vigorous Sunday school ageney
for a féw years, but the enthusiasm was seon lost and the gggfion
was absorbed into the Génerél Associatibn.. To take care of .the
work which the Convention had déne the General Associetion pro-
vided a board of ten members.

Reports of the Sunday School Convention during its exist-
ence from 1668 to 187¢ show that from 1868 to 1874 the number
of Sunday schools increased §ery rapidly, but that from 1874
to to 1878 they decreased even more rapidly. In view of this
decrease ‘the purpoee of the merging of the Convention into the

General Associstion 13 clearly a natural one. This purpose is

1. ¥Yeaman, W.P. fh. XV. '
See 2lso reports of the Sunday,School Convention in the min-
utes of the General Association, 1868 to 1878.



stated in the report of the Genersl Association for 1879. It
seems that the church mem—bers- regarded the Sunday school, not
as a part of the church work, but as a charitable organization
for the moral uplift of the poor end ignorant. That the Sunday
schooi'really is the "ehurch at study" was not commonly accep-
ted or put into practice:as is shown by the feect that in the
1300 churches in the state in 1879, there were only 400 Sunday
schools. It was thought that many people would support the Gen-
eral Association willingly who would not support the Sunday
School Convention as a separate organization. So it was thought
that the best way to get support for the Sunday school was to
make its ﬁork a church activity by putting it under the céntrol
of the General Association.

Ilo permenent plan of state work was ever sdopted,’tho a
number were tried out. Up to 1888 onT:x Sunday school missionary
for the stete had been employed by the Sundey school bozrd and
peid by the board and the American Baptist Publication Society.
In 1888 it was suggested that the state be divided into four
districts end four missionariegjappointed.~But this plen did
not work out because the district associstions could not give
the necessary financiel support. From 1889 to 1895 the Bundey
Sschool work was left to the generzl missionaries. In 1895 it
was recdmmended that two:Sunday school men be appointed, one
for north of the Miséouri River and one for‘south of the river.
This plan also failed to work out largely because of = lack of
fipances. For some years after 1899 a great revival of Sunday
school effoyt was made in the stete and a state secrefary main-

teined. Under the plan which wes edopted in 1914, the Sunday
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school work is controlled by the state mission board of the
General Association and is considered & part of the state mis-
éion work.

Another form of local Sunday school orgenization is that
of the district or county convention which is usually an ‘auxil-
iary of the church association in the corresponding district.
The chief function of such a con#ention is to discuss locel
problems and to keep up interest in Sunday school work thfu the
enthusiasm that attends 2 convention. This form of convention
is probably older than the larger state organizstions. The Am-

~ericen Baptist Register as early as 1833, notes some of these

local orgesnizations among the New Fngland States. The state
Sundey school convention of Ohio,in 1863, organized an suxil-
iary convention in each of the districts of the state.l The
Missouri Beptist Sunday Sunday School Convention, during its
brief existence, organized a number of district conventions but
most of them soon wére forgotten.2 Since the time of thé state
convention local conventions have been organized in. practical-
1y every coﬁnty {n the state. The report of the American Bap~-
tist Publication Society for 1870, gives‘as one of the aims of
the Sundsy school missionery in each state, "To organize a Sun-
dey school convention 1n;egch aésociationliﬁ his state".S-These
lbucal organizations have doubtless done a:great deal to keep

up interest in the work, and are yet to be found in a large
number of states. I

1. Duncen, p. 268.
2°‘See note 1 page 30.
3. Report, 1870, P. 23,



The period of the last three~foutths of the nineteenth
century among Baptist Sunday schools, as in the national hist-
ory of the United States, was one of expansion.1 The chief
thoﬁght of the Sunday.school workers seems to have been to es--
tablish more schools and schools in new places. In carrying
out this purpose of expahsion the Sundesy school missionaries
kept well to the front among pionecrs and each new settlemnent
soon had its Baptist Sundey Schéol even tho there were few Rap-
tists in the community,z The very fact of the large number of
Beptists in the newer states of the western and southwestern
parts of the United St=tes, indicahﬁ%%& a déenomination they
have been long on the ground =nd cctive in the spresd of their
teachings.

A study of the records for this period of Baptist'Sunday
school development will point to the truth of the statement
that the muitiplying of schools and egencies of extension was
the chief problem in the thoucht znd activitj of the time. The
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, in 1873,
reported 4,535 schools end 210,960 scholars.® For 1915 there
were reported in the seme territory 18,575 schools =nd 1,757,770
scholers.® In 1873 there was little interest in Sundey schools
emong the southern churches, but now neerly ell the churches
have Sundey schdols and the standard of those in existence is

being steadily raised. In the reports of the Aﬁer;can Baptist

1. This period in netionsl history has been made familiar es one

of pioneer dgvelopment and westwerd expansion in such works as

(S =
Sparks, The ansion of the Americen Peoplc &nd the writings
of Prof. Turner on the nistory of the Wwest.

2. See reference, note 2,pase 15.

3. The fi res'for 1873 are from Duncan
p. 240.
4, Eor the figures for 1915 see‘thg Americen Baptist Yearbook, 1916
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Publicetion Society there is frequent reference to the need
for extension of the work. In one report we find this striking
stetement: ﬁYour committe on the means of extending the Sun-
dey school work of this society, heartily approving the course.
and spirit of the wggﬁigge lest year, recommend increased vigor
in bringing the Sunday school mission work before the churches
individually, to the end thet they may be induce to support
such laborers, thus multiplying agencies for the Sunday school

work south, west, and everywhere".l In the year 1880 five.new

state Sundey school missionaries began work and four others
were appointed. The following tables compiled .from the reports
of the American Baptist Publication Society for the years named,
shogzzhe number of Sunday schools increased in the last half

of the nineteenth century, in the territory covered by the
Horthern Beptist Cohvention. Table 1 shows the incresse by five
year periods <from 1870 to 1890, then for the six yeers from
1890 to 1896 and for the five years from 1911 to 1916. Table 2
éhows the increase in a single year at intervals of five years

from 1855 to 1890, then for the years 1896, 1911, end 1916.

Table 1 | ' Table 2
1
vears(5 yr. periods) schools ' year--e—cecaea- new schools
............................. l-_-___-___-___---__..-_---_..,..---
1870-1875==ccacaaaa 1,697 7Y 1BBBeecen—cammecanuass 43
1875-1880~meceuacax '710 ' 1868 .................. 51
1880+1885-mmcacauaaa 2,438 ! 1865ecncennenccnncaaan 27
1885-1890==cmccaaas 2,026 '  1870e-cscccccccamccea- 357
1890-1896=mmmeuc—ao 1,924 ' 1870=cccccccmcmaaaa 4
1911-19)6=ceceaa—an 1,090 v 1880--=e=-cemme—meeoaoo f3s
' 1880=ececececccccnnaa. 462
' 1890-ecccccccccecanca- 545
' 1896=mmmmccemmemecaeaoo 180
't 191)lecccccccccccccaana 215
' 1916--=-cmcmcmmccmmaan 218

1. Report, 1869, p. 12.



While in general the last thre&fourths of the nineteenth
century was & time of expansion of Sundey school work and the
organizatibn of national end stete agencies, there was a lack
of interest among the more conservative class of the Middle
Viest and South.that was har@ to owercome. But this dpposition
-was not to Sunday schools alone. It was only & part of a wide-
spread opposition to such things as mission societies, prayer
meetings, an’educated ministry,and other "new-fangled notions”
not definitely called for in the organization of thé original
apostolic church. Tﬁis sort of opposition was made worse by
the schism in the church that was led by Alexender Campbell
and his followers whose actions seemed to casuse a reaction in
favor of the more conservati#e elements.1 The opposition to
Sundey schools seems to have been that théy were & desscration
0f the church whose main business was to save the lost by re-

- generetion, not by education. But there is another reason for
the lack of interest in Sundey schools in the South at the

time that the northérn states were most active in building up
their Sundey school agencies, and that5was‘fhe poverty and hard-
.Bhip thet came during and efter the civil war. During this time
Sunday school actiﬁity did not cease in the South but it did
teke a new turn. With_tﬁe outbreak of the war the South was cut
Ooff from the North in éll forms of organizstion and was'com-'
Pelled by force of circumstances to work out new forms to suit
its own aoﬁditions. This was trué of Sunday school work no less

than of government, end of public education. The form of Sun-

S —

- le TPor the general conditions within the Zeptist church at
this period see any good history of the Baptists in America;
This paragraph is based especially on Newman, A.H. Ch.VI.

See also Duncen, Ch. XXI.
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day schodl orgahization that wes worked out was that of the
'state Sunday school boards.1 _
| Indirect evidence tells us mdst about the aim of the
Emoofothe Sundey school as held by workers of this period.
In the Baptist llanual, published in 1846, are two articles

on the subject of "The Duty of Giving Christian Instruction
to Children". One is a létter written in 1831, whieh, efter
discussing the duty of parents to their own children and the
benefits of mutual aid among pafents, seys in part, "And all
mst admit thét this is now pre-eminently the case with respect
to the aid which is found in the Lord's Day school”. Another
Writer in the same;book'says, "These schools are intended not
Yo supersede, and nothing cen be plainer then that the bene-
fits of sabbath schools must be exceedingly restricted; unless
" These scholars receive at home instruction that may prepare
then fof the school, and instruction suited to deepen the im=-
"Pression which the school exercises may makee..... Parents
Should regard the Sebbath school &s a most valuable suxiliary
.to their own efforts.” At the National Baptist Sunday School
Convention iﬁ St.Louis, in 1869, emong the sims discussed were
*he following: (1) to bring children to Christ, and(2) to make
°°nﬁerted children Baptists. In its relation to the church,
the Sunday school was discussed as an instrumentelity within
. the church to do a certaih part of the church's work. From
the indicatiofs of other sources as well as from these quoted,
the Sunday school was considered'as an guxiliary of the church

%hoge aim was to teach religious (denominational) doctrine as
——

L. See page 28.



& Supplement vo the teaching recelved in the church and the
home.

The general charocteristics of the  organizations for
Sunday school work, abéve the local school, have been given
SOmewhat in deteil. Sumnarized, we find them to come under
three types: (1) national, in the Americen Baptist Publication
Society and the Sundey School Boaré of the Southern Baptist
Convention, (2) state, in the separste Sunday school conven-
tions of the northern states and thg Sundey school bosgrds of
the southern states, (3) locel, in the county and district
conventions and institutes. Nothing hés been said gbout the
Organizetion of the locel schools, but in generzl they follow-
ed the plans edvocated by the.c*hte and national leaders. 3e-
fore 1850, Sunday schools encountered much 0pp031t10n in the.
middle western states and often were orgenized independcntly
of the churches. Here is where the grest work of the American
Sunday School Union waé most effective.'After 1850, the Sunday
8chool was in most churches gn eauxiliery of the church, with
its officers appointed by the church and its teechers taken
from the church membership. _

During the time from 1824 to 1872, there was very little
Wniformity i4n the lesson materisl used in Baptist Sunday sdhools,
and very little attempt et grading the leesons before 1900,
The lessons in the esrly years of this period were some form
Of the 01d cztechism, Bible stoyiés, and Bible passsges to
be memorised. The Americen Peptist.Publication Soclety began

the publication of lessons and lesson helps in 1657.1 4 new
——

L. Report, 1857, p. 14.




cetechism was euthorised by this society in 1865, and a Sun-
day school Lesson Book was published in 1868:% Tn 1870 the
Publication Society begsn a series of uniform lessons on the

Life of Jesus.® The Baptist Teschegwhich geve lessons and helps

for the teascher, was first published in 1870. After 1872 the

- International Uniform Lessons were adopted by most of the Bap-
tist schools, and the denominational publishers issued helps
for these lessons.d The first attempt at grading the lessons
to the pupil, in the sense that the term graded,lesson is now
commonly used, was in 1892 when the Flskeslee lessons were
first prepared for generel use.? These were used by a few Bap=-
tist schools but the use of graded lessons did not become gen=-
eral until after the asdoption of the International Graded Les-
Sons by the International Sundey School Association.

The catechetical and memoriter methods of the earlier
Period in Baptist Sunday.school development seem to have per-
Sisteﬁ well up into the nineteenth century, especially in the
Toorer schools.5 As the lesson helps ceme into use, something
Of the method of study and recitation of the public school

Was trensferréd to the Sunday school. llot much improvement was

———

1. See reports of the society, 1865, p. 43, 1868, p. 34.

2. Report of 1870, p. 28.

3. For the story of the International Uniform Lesson system see
Sampey,J.R. The Internationsl Lesson System, and Cope, Ch. IX.

4. The Hyde Park Beptist Sundsy School of Chicago used the
Blakeslee graded lessons in 1892. Of the 47 other replies to
the questionaire none indicate that &ny graded lescons were
used before 1906. Since thet time the graded lessons have
Come into general use. See discussion of graded lessons in
Part B of this scction.

e page 1l3.



mzade however, unfil afterthe methods taught in the Normal
Schools had begun to affect the public schools, and even then
these methods were rendered less effective in the hands of un-
trained feachers.A Bunday school missionary from North Dakota,
SPeﬁking on the institute work in his experience, says, "VWe
often find schools where the 1eéson is taught from the ggggf
terly verbatim".l The rapid spread of the Normal Class idea

as ordginated by Bishop Vincent, and the teachers' institute,
in the decade following 1865 shows that there was a recognit-
ion of thé need for better teeacking in the Sundsy school.? In
the main 1little attention was given to the method of teeching
or the training of teachers before the close of the nineteenth
‘century. There are some exceptions to this, but so far as the
agencies of Sundsy school work were concerned, &ll enthusiesm
and effort were centered on the missionary ideac of incressing
the number of schools and the number of pupils enrolled.

In the life of tﬁe FourthvBaptist 8unday School of Frov-
idence, Rhode Tsland, we find that most of fhe influences we
have described were effective.’ This Sundey sghdolAwas founded
iIn the year 1822, tho the chﬁ%h was not established until July
5, 1823, The school was started by individuels in the neigh-

borhood, and had st first only one department which was divided

—

1. Report of the Americen Basptist Publication Society, 1896,p. 35.

2. See the discussion of teacher-training in Part B of this
section. T

3. This school is selected because it hes develoved almost en-
during the period under discussion. Other schools of an earlier
origin were reported in the replies to the questionaire but do
not illustrate this period so well. The csccount given here is
besed on the reply of the present church clerk, Mr.H.C. Jinley,
who seems to heve given careful attention to looking up the

fects as he hes stated them. The quotations eiven in this per-
: agrarh are the direct statements %rom the re%ly of Hr,Finlggf_;_



Into nine classes and enrolled s total of 99 members. The teach-
'ers were selected by the "3rin01pal" of the school and tcechers'
meetings, both for the study of the lessons and for the discus-

Sion of means of improvement, were begun as early as 1824. "The

School was one of the first to use Raldwin's Catechism, the

Question Boox of the American Sunday School Union, the Intér-

Dational Unifoem Lessons, and the graded lessons of the prescnt

time. The Bible alone seems to have been the only text-boor
.for Some yeers." The complete Keystone Series 6f-grédadd les-
sons is.now usedlby the school.}These changes in the organiza-
tlon of the school were gradually introduced: a Sundey school
Gommittee elected by the church has control over gll Sundey

School affairs, the superintendent and essistents instead of

being elected by the Sunday school are now elected by the churéh,

since 1888 separ=zte class rooms have been'provided and means
°f cooperation have been worked out Whereby the Sunday school
urites with the public school system the public librery, and
°°mmunity Summer schools for Sundey school methods. Credit for
these improvements is ascribed to the fsct thet there has al-
Ways been o desire amonk officers and teschers for fhe best in
Sunday school means and methods, and that this desire has been
Stimuleted gng largely created .thru the inflﬁence of state Eon—

ventions and Sunday school institutes.



(Part B. Recent Developments. Since 1900)

liodern educetion is what it is today largely because of
the scientific movement. The sciences which have been especially
influentizl are biology, sociology, and psycholoéy. Science in
general has furnished'the modern experimental method, but these
Sciences have applied the method, given new copceptions of the
aim of educcztion, and set new standsrds for the making of the
~ curriculum.l>Biolog¥; thru the Darwinian theory of evolution,
has brobably had the most far-reaching influence, because it is
fundamental tb sociology and psychology. It has led to the ap-
plication of the principle of evolution to the study of mental
?rocesses, from the standpoint of -their origin end development.
Thi8 hes been made of practical use thru the work of such psSy-
Cholbgists as G.Stanley¥all and Edward L.Thorndike. In addit-
~lon tb this evolution has hed & great influence on the concep-
tion of the aim of education. Pducation as adjustment? as de-
Velopment, as adaptation to environment, as a process of evo-
lution in which both the .individ—mal end society are being mod-
ifieq progressively, are but conceptions which srise from the
&pplicetion of evolution to the function of education. Social
Science has also tried to point out the goal toward which ell
~educetion aims. It has sought t6 harmonize the conflict be-

¥ween the individual end society by stating the aim of educe-

————

1. Graves,F.P. A History of Educetion in Modern Times, PP.390-394,
- 397-402, - -
Monroe,P. Encyclopedias &f Zducation. Vol.V. p 62.

2. O'shes,.V. Bducection as Adjustment.

9t
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tion in such terms as "social efficiency”.l The most effective
Science so fer as modern pedagogy is concerned however, is psy-
chology, especially as applied to child deveiOpment and as em-
DPhasizing knowledge of the child rather than the subject-matter
to be tsucht. It began With_RouSSeau's doctrine of the child
a&s the center of educastion, and was reduced to school-room prac-
tice by Pestelozzi, who showed that educstion is a natural ev-
Olution of the child's nature. It was given a séientific form-
ulation by Herbart and a philosophical turn by Froebel. In its
latest phase, it makes direct application of experimental psy-
chology to education in the meny manuals on fhe general subjects
0f educational nsychology end methods of tcaching.2

This scientific movement hes affected the Sundeay school
No less then the public school. Tho the basic sbject-matter,
‘the Bible, remains the same, there is & chenge in method of
teaching. The emphasis in aim and method is on the child,'and

3 : Bible &s a

N0t on the subject-matter. The trend is to use thghpeans to the
end of.the éevelopment of the right sort of religious man or
Woman, and to adapt the Bible to the age of the child tesught.
The 2im now is to give, by means of the Bible and other subject-
Datter, an epprecistion and control of those ideals of a moral
8nd religious nature which the public school is uneble to give.
This is but pert of the movement that values the child ebove

the sub ject-matter, and the content of sub ject-matter sbove

l3§_form.

1. Bagley,7.C. The Educ-tive Process, Ch.ITII.

2. See note 1 pege 41.

3. See Cope, pege 141l.
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fhe effect of this moWement can be seen in Baptist Sun-
dey schools just 2s in the Sundey schols of all dénOminations.
Its form of develonment may differ somewhat,‘but the difference
is only such as particﬁlar conditions mede necessary. The larg-
er movement is the same everywhere, eand it is worth while to
recognize this f=ct, for only then are we able to judge with
what messure of efficiency the Bavptist Sunday schools ere meet-
ing the needs of the time. Herein lies the justification of an
inquiry into the present day conditioné of our Sundey schools
and g stuﬂylof the reéults within them of the scientific move-
ment. Doubtless there are meny Baptists who do not accept the
dpctrine of evolution, nevertheless it hgs beeh applied in their
Sundsy schools: Perhsps there are also many Bavotist Sunday school
teachers who kmow very little of modern psychology, but they
@re using the fesults of it in their classes every Sunday.

This movement for the improvement of Baptist Sundsy schools
albng lines of modern educatisnal theory end practice, had its
beginning in e group of great leaders, men with the training
and the broad view that mede them national lecders. They were
en who possessed the enthusiasm of the early pioneers in re-
ligious activity, and whose scientific training and wide ex-
Perience directed that enthusiasm into channels of permanent
development. Some very interesting biogrephies might be writ-
ten of these men. lMany of them are as well known outside the
circle of their own church as within it. We shall notehere very
briefly only the more prominent of these lezders. '

Ir.B3.7.Jecobs was for years the editor of the Baptist

Stendard of Chicego. He with Bishop Vincent mnd others, se-
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cured the adoptioﬁ of the uniform lessons by the Internation-
al Sunday 8chool Convention at Indianapolis, in 1872. In 1881
he was elected chairmen of the executive cowﬁittee of the In-
ternational Sundey School Convention end held the position un-
til his desth in 1902. His work for the Sundey school wes large=-
ly in the fields of organization end publication.1

. Perhaps the greatest name of all is that of Dr.7.R.Harper,
who was Président of the University of Chicago. His work is well
Summarized by one of his contemporaries who says, "In egeneral it
may be said that the contribution of Dr.Harper to the Sundey
8chool movement consisted in the application to the Sunday school
0f the methods, the organization, the e@uipment, which are to be
fOund‘in connection with the best institutions engaged in secc-
uler elucation”.? Dr. Herper did his grerstest Sundey school woek
With ¢ the Hyde Park Daptist Sundeay School of Chicago of which
he was superintendent for some yesars.

Some of the esrly leaders in this Sunday school movement

5ré now living. PresidentAW.H.P.Fauﬁce of Brown University, in

the Bducstional Ideel in the Ministry emphasises the importaonce

of Psychology es applied to Sundey school work and also the im-
Portance snd nature of the minister's work in the school. Dean
Shailer Mathews and Prof. E.D.Burton of the University of Chi- =

Cago wrote en influential book,'The Principles and Ideels for

the Suﬁday School. Prof. Irs M.Price also of the University.of

. ——

l. See the triennial reports of the International Sundey School ;
Association(formerly Convention), especially the XIIth and ZIIIth.
Bishop Vincent(J.H.) in The lodern Sunday School, page 258,
gives Jacobs the credit for the adoption of the uniform lesons.

2.8 .S.7chester,D.D., in Relisbous Zducation, Vol. VII. p. 117.



Chicago has done a grect deal as = member of the Intermetion-
al Lesson Committee and as Chairman of the Commission on Re=-
ligious Tducation of the Iorthern Baptist Convention. Dr.H.TF.

Cone thru such books as The Evolution of the Sundey School

and The llodern Sundsy School and its Present Day Tesk, and as

General Secrectery of the Religious Education Associestion, has
long since demonst~ted his leadership.

But credit must also be given to two other groupe of men,
the officers of the two national publishing egencies =nd the
members of the faculties of the colleges and seminaries where
the pastors cre trained. These men have sprc=d the movement thru
their publications and thru their training of the locsl pastors
in fhe methods =nd aims of the modern Sundsy school.

In cerrying the movement to the locel Sundey schools where
Tesults must be produced, various means have been used in ad-
dition to the general one of training the pastors in Sunday school
aims and methods. (1) Lectures in institutes end conventions
have resched = gre=t many teschers. (2) Periodicals have been
& common meéns of reeching practically eve;y Sundeay school. These
periodicels have been of two kinds, (&) church papers.with Sun-
day school departments (b) Sunday school periodicals such es

the Convention Teacher and the Baptist Teacher, which in addition

to- the lesson helps, contein articles on the general improve-
ment. of all phases of Sunday school work. (3) The resl foudd-

ation work of the whole movement however, is a series of books

—

1. The National Baptist (The Am. Bap. Pub. Soc. publisher) early

gave a page to Sundey school work.
The Baptist Stahdard began publlshing Sundey schhol lessons

'in 1868.




dealing with the problems of the curriculum and orgfnization
of the Sundey school. Very little work wes dqne on these prob-
lems before 1900, but since that time therc has been a great
number of books produced.

Altho Beptist Sundey shool workers heve not limited their
reading to the books published by the denominational egencies,
the books by Baptist leaders have been very influential. A few
of these books will be mentioned. In 1900 the American Baptist

Soctety )
Publicationdpublished A Prectical Handbook on Sundey School

York,by E.E.Peters, and in 1901 Our Suﬁday School "Tork and How

to do It, by C.R.Blackall. The University of Chicego Press,in

1900, began the publication of The Constructive Studies to which

has been added veriocus books as text-books for the Sunday school
and for teacher-training courses. This series led the way in the

‘greded text-book ides for Sunday schools.Two of the books in

this series bearing on xkm curriculum and method in the Sunday

School, ere,Principles and Ideals for the Sundey Scho01(1903),

end An Outline of a Bible School Curriculum(1904).The two nat-

ional publishing agencies have also taken up the publication of
bPedogogical texts, éspecislly in connection witﬂ their depart-
ments of teacher~training.2

Zvery movement, when allowed normal development, works
itself out in some form of orgenization: the recent movement
for Sund=y school improvement haé followed this general law of

dévelopment. Various fectures of improvement have arisen from

——

1. Vincent,J.H. The Modern Sundey School(1887) and Hurlburt,J.L.
Seven Graded Schools(1893) are among the very eerliest of these
books that are listed in the bibliographies available, including
the bibliography on 8undesy Bchools of the Library of Congress.

8. See the discumsion of teacher-training courses.



>
3

time to time, but out of ~11 of thece & fcw may be distinguish-
&8s being more important. After a careful study of the reports

various Sundcy school agencies and after noililang the charac-

H

0
ter of their devartmental work, four phases of this recent Sun-
day school movement have been selected for discussion here. These
Phases have to do with the development of (1) graded schools
with gradcd lessons, (2) teacher-training work, (Z) the move-
ment for directors of religious education in the locel church,
and (4) cooperation with other agencies which give both relig-
lous end secular instruction.

These special features have develoned during the 20 years
Just past, tho their ¢rigin may dete rmuch further back. They ell
Serve the same genercl purnose, thot of maliing the Sunds=y school
more efficient in giving the best morel and religious develop-

ment to the child, end 21l emphasize the fact that the Sundey

SChqol is taking its plece as the church school. Some schools
have led in the deveioPment of one of thesc feature, some in
@nother, but in comparatively few have all these fectures re-
Oeivedbs develonment equrl to the strnnderd set by our national
‘le-ders. Cuite naturally the large schools in the city churches
heve been able to do most in improving their work, tho attention
is being given to rursl Sundey schools as & part of the lerger

Turel church problem.1

—

1. The Commission on Religious ZTducation of the Torthern 3aptist
Convention is giving special attention to the smaller churches
In such pwlletins as Suggestions for o Committee on Relisduous
~ducetion in a Local Church, and A Program of Zeligious :id-

- Beation in g Church of 100 Ilembers or Less. T
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The demand for grad¢” Srnday schools bezcn with the
been

~ primary tecchers, who secn: 4o haveﬁfﬁe firet to ze¢coenise the

creat differences between the abilities of pupils of differ-
ent cges. As early as 1829 lr.H.J.Howland, a young man of 19
at the time, bezsn.an infant cless in the Tirst Dayptist Sun-
dey School of Boston.l Tis woriz with the'children wvas very suc-
céssful and he continued to improve it and to popularize it
until his decth in 1897. About the same time that Howland be-
gan his work, a nrimery department was opened in the Fourth
Baptist Sundsy School of Providehee, Rhode Island.® Later the
primary teechers, thru their unions, emnhasised the fsct thet
the curriculum for children should be différent from that for
adults. Cther Sundsy school leeaders céme to recognise this
fagt; for in 1875, 3ishop Vincent submitted & plan for a2 gred-
ed Sunday schéol to the Sundesy School Institute of Drooklyn,
I'ew York.® The nlen included the fdllowing departments; (1)
Primery or Infant, s~es 5 to 3, (2) Intermediete c¢r Dlemeuntary,
eges 8 to 10, (3) Third Grade or Junior, ages 10 to 14, (4)
Senior Grede, including older purils end the lecture classes,
(5) Normel Srede, (6) Sixth or Permanent Grade. The Bible Study
Union published the 3lgkeslee lessons in 1892, snd thus im-
pressed the need for groded schools. The Sundey Shool Council
of Lvangelical Denominations, organized in 1910. as a repre-

sentative body of the Sundcy school devartments of verious de-

~ 1. 3rown,l.C. p. 117,

2. The exect dcte wes not given but r.’'inley, the nresent
church clerk, reported that this was not lons after 1822,

3. lleyer ,E.H. The @reded Sundsy School in Principls and
Prectice, pp. 102 ff.




nominational publishers, has recently had & very great influ-
ence in improving the grading.lThe Religious Education Assoc-
iation thru its depertment of Sunday schools has also been
en influential factor in the recent improvements in grading.z

The part that Bgptistshave had in these recently organ-
ized agencies for Sunday school development shows that they
heve been among those most intercrted in Sundey school improve-
ment. Dr.77.RHarper was largely influential in establishing
the Bible Study Union and also the Religious Tduccstion Assoc-
iation.z Dr.H.F.Covne has been Secretery of the Religious Ld-
ucation Association since 1906. The Sundey Sch601 Council was
orgénized with Dr.A.J.Rowland of the American Baptist Publi-
cation Society as the first preéidcnt.s These organizations
are larger and broader then eny one denorination, hﬁt the im-
petus they have, has been of great force in the imprbvement of
Baptist Sundey schools.

One of the earliest graded Sunday schools, among Baptists
at least, was that of the Hyde Park Baptist Church of Chicago.
This school began the use of the Blakeslee graded lessons in

1892.4 President Herper of the University of Chicago was sup-

1. A.J.Rowland, an eddresg, Two Decndes, p. 1ll.(Am.Bap.Pub.Soc.)

49

Report of the Americen Basptist Publicetion Society,1911, p.5<6,

1912,p. 7, 1914, ». 629,
2. See Proceedings of the Religious Education Associetion, 1906,
also Religious nducetion,vol. 1, p.o6, £nd Cabg, pp. <01-211.

3. See note }, above.

4. The reply to the questionaire gives these facts. See Religious

RBducation,Vol. II, p. 187 and Vol. IX,p. 382, also lleyer,
pp. 123 ff. who gives the organization as it was in 1910.
The school as organized at present has practicelly the same
divisions as those given here. '



erintendent of the school at the time it made its great advance-
ment, and he had as assistants and teeschers & number of thé
members of the fezculty df the University. The school was di-
vided (1910) into three main divisions, Zlementery, Secqndary,
and Adult, and each of these was divided into classes corre=
- sponding as nearly as possible to the grades in the publiic
school, excent in the adult department where most of the claés-
es had special.organizations.l o
The date of the grading of a few Sunday schools will be
given as teken from the replies to.the questionaire. The Sec-
ond Baptist Sundey School in St.Louis was graded in 1906; the
school of the First Baptist Church of Burlington Vermont; in
1908, that of the First Baptist Church of Richmond Virginia,
in 1909. Other repliesAgave dates renging from 1909 to 1916.
Of the 47 replies to the question concerning graded schools,
all except two which were from small village churches, Bhow.
that somé attempt at grading the échool'has been made, There
hay have been schools graded earlier than any of thesg men=
tioned, but in view-of the fect tﬁat only oﬁe of the schools
heard from was graded before 1906, we may conclude that érad-
ing was not general until within the ten or fifteen yeers
just past. The study of the greded lessons in the following

varagrephs will bear out this conclusion.

1. The report of the Americen Baptist Publication Society,1897,
page 42, gives an sccount of a Sundey school in Washington,
D.C., which wes then organized with the following departments;
(1) Zidergarten- children under 5 yecrs of ege.(2) Primary-
from 5 yeors of age to the third grede in the public school.
(3) Intermediste- 4th, 5th, and 6th gredes. (4) Junior- 7th

rede to 18 years of agec. |5) Adult- 18 yesrs of sge and over.
%6) Home-. Fach department had sepsrate Opening and closing
exercises. The total enrollment was 1,825.



“e have seen in a generel way what the origin of this
whole movement waé, but it will be of intercst to note what
have been the causes of the cdoption of the‘graded system in
the local schools. "ithin these schools the system hzs been
adopted so recently thet the causes for the adoption ought
yet to be in the minds of those responsible for the change.
Assuming that to be so the questionzire asked the resson for
the adoption of the graded system along with graded lessons.:
Some of the typiéel replies sre quoted here.

"Change 2n purpose of the school and new lesdership",
Pirst Beptist S.S.,Lansing, IlMichigan.
"Training school teachers”,
First Baptist 5.S., llichmond, Virginia. -
"A growing sense of the nlace and importance of the Sun=
Day school in the real work of the church”,
Garfield Perk Bantist S.S., Chicego, Ill.
"Growth ol the educationel ideel in the towmn",
Jirst Peptist S.S., Greeley, Coloredo.
"Chenging times and demands"
Tarren Ave. Bavtlst SeS., Detr01t Mich.
T"e realized the need of trainlng for reel service so

the change" First Baptist S.B., Carrolton, Mo.
"Incressing démands for higher sbanderds in religious
educetion™, Ashland Ave. Baptist S.S., Toledo, Ohio.

"College tralned workers'",

First Baptlst S.S., Hsle, lo.
"Agitetion by stste Sunday school workers",

Bay View Baptist S.S., Milwaukee, is.

"Day school chenges",
Tirst Paptist S.S.,Clinton, Mo.
These end other replies of & similar nature indicate that the
graded Sunday school came in rcsponse to the demands of thé
times for better work in the Sundey school in accoricnec mod-

ern principles for the curriculum and orgenization of the

school.

The graded system has been worked out on a psychologicel

basis. The aim is to provide & department in the school es-

pecially suited to each of the stages in the life of the pu-

-



pil. The meximum number of departments as sugeested in the
litereture of the two national Sundey school agencies ere,
(1) Cradle Roll, (2) Begiﬁners, (3) Primary, (4) Junior, (5)
Intermediste, (6) Senior, (7) 4dult, end (8) Home. The Fomé
department is for those not able to attend the regular sessions
of the school, not for sny specisl age. The departments are
divided into classes, especielly in the lérger schools where
close grading is prectical. These classes follow rather close-
ly the public school gredes, beginning with fhe primary. Gen-
erally the graded éystem hes been adopnted. by degrees, begin-
ning with the primary and adding other departmc%ﬁ =s the chil-
dren grow to them. This avoids the difficulties so frequently
met in trying to get older neople to change from the class or
type of 1esso%%:€ﬁg§ have become cccustomed be. 1

Jot 211 Sundey schools have ~11l the depertments mention-
ed. The larger divisions, however, are generally followed in
organizziné a crcded school..To indicete this feet & table has
beeh added herc as taken from the repliés to the qgestionaire,
in which 46 Sunday schoois of the 47 heerd from report mofe
than one department.

| Replies from 46 schools show that

3 schools have 2 departments,

2 " " 5 ”
11 " ’ " 4 n
8 " " 5 "
(O " 66 "
8 1 " 7 ”
6 4] ” 8 14
1 school has 9 "

o T Second Baptist Sund 3chool of St.Louis, mames its de-
1 Pag%me%%snmorgpin accordagith the nemes gimen the public

school grades; Cradle Roll, Primery and Tindergarten, Junior,
Advenced Gremmar School, High School, College, Graduate, Home, -
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The one f=ctor moét essential for a graded Sunday
school is the graded lesson, the development of which made
ﬁossible the adevntetion of the subject-matter of the Sundey
school td the cge and nceceds of tho pupil. Altho the story of
the graded lesson lies outside the history‘of Baptist Sunday
schools, we shell find it necessary, fior the scke of clenr=~
ness,to follow the story in a brief paragraph. As used to&ay
the graded lessons are the production of the International
1

Lesson Committee.™ This committee which was originally ap-

nointed to »repare the Uniform Lessons, was very conservative
about so fsdical a change as thatfinvolved in the graded les-
son. Doubtless it was wisely so; for when the demand for grad-
ed lessons becan, the psychology of childhood end adolescence
w~s new, end the psychology of religion was not well-enough
ectrblished to serve as a basis for = practiéal curriculum of
religious education¢2 In 1902 the committee made & concession
- to the primary teechers and authorised the peeparation of a
Beginner’s Course of speciel lessons. In 1905 the Internation-
al Sundey School Association authorised the committee to con=-
struct a graded courseof lessons for.advanced pﬁpils. The first

lessons were issued in January 1909, beginning with the lower

1. The story of the gradéed lessons sjfar as the International
Sunday School Associstion is concerned, may be found in the
Convention Proceedings for 1902, 1905,1908, and 1911.

2. The well-known books of the present on the psychology of
religion were published in 1900 or since, 23 will be seen
from the dates of those given here.
tarbuck,E.D. The Psychology of Religion, 1900 .
Coe,G.A. The Spiriturl Life, 1900.
Everett,C.C. The Psychologicel Elements of Religious Faith,1902.
Jomes, "m. The Verieties of Religious Ixperience, 1902.
Pratt, nhe Psychology of Religious Belief, 1907.
Leuba,J.A. A Psychologicrl Study of Zeligiom, 191Z2.
Coe,G.A. The Psychology of Religion, 1916.




grades. Zach year therecafter an issue was to be added until
the series was completed. The lessons met with great favor at
once, but were not by any means perfect as ié showvn by the .

fect of revisions since.

The advantéges of the graded lessons are obvious to one
femilier with them, but these advanteges were not ot first rec-
ognized because of = léck of understanding the principles on

Awhich the lessons were constructed. These principles have been
steted by & wember of the committee, &s follows;"(1)The purpose
of the lessons is to meet the spiritual needs of the pupil in
each stace of his development, and.these needs are both reilig-
ious and ethical....(2) Another principle which I believe is
equally important is the leading of the pupil to the active ex-

" pression of his reiigioué 1ife."1The general principle as stated

by Burton end Mathews in their Princinles snd Ideals for the

Sundey School sets the ideal for all Baptist Sunday school work-

ers: "The curriculum should be so constructed that the instruc-

tion given to the pupils of each grsde should not only be adap- .
. ted both to the intellectual advencement and the religious neeéds

of the pupil of thet grade, but that it should contribute in

the highest dégree both toithe steady acquisition of 2 thorough
» knowledgé of the Bible and to.the crection and development of

Christian characterg"z

Zven before graded lessons were in use the need for them

1. Proceedings of the XIIIth International Sundsy School Con-
vention. 1911, pp 493-497.

2. Pace 147.
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was recognized . This is seen in the discussions of the times
as found in the reports of Sunday school organizations prior
to 1900. As an example of this a quotation fs given from an

- address before the.anniversary meeting of the American Baptist
Publication Society in 1896: " Again in intimate connection
with this improved classification, and perhaps one of its nat-
ural results, will be the application fo the Sunday school of
the system of grading, now S0 universal in gll well-ordersed
public schools".1 In 1893 = committee recommended to the Am-
erican Baptist Publicstion Society, an alternative course of
iessons on the inductive plan, for two grades, Junior and Sen-
~ior, and en additional course of lessons for the primary de-
pertment. “ev.L.E.Peters, who was a Sunday school missionary

and & leader of institutes in A Practical Handbook on Sunday

School York, says, " A system of grading is essential to the

scho¢l idea..... The grading must be done in the selection of
the portions (of the Bible) to be taught and in the teaching,

especially in the letter. All grades study the same lesSSON.ess

The grading here must be done in the teaching in the Internat-
ibnal lesson system and in the courses of supplementary lessons."2
Other writers of about the same time elso describe the need

for graded lessons,but they do not describe any lessohs suited
to the various grades.? The Blakeslee lessons, published 1891,

were among the first attempts at graded lessons, bugthere is

1. Report, 1896, p. 25. 4
2. Page 22. The date of this book is 1900.

~e

Blackall,C.R. Our Sunday Bchool Work and How to Do It, 1900,

5 1?‘oster;A P._A Manual of Sunday School TTethods, 1899, p p. 13. .




no evidence available to show thet they were used in many
1

C’)

Baptist Sunday schools.
There are in extensive usec in Baptist Sundsy schools

of the United States today, two serles of graded lessons,

both based on the outlines prerared by the International Les~
son Committee. These are the Keystone Series of the American
Baptist Piblication Society and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Series published bj the Sunday School Board.

The American Baptist Publication Society becan a series
of graded lessons beforc the Beries,of the International Com-
mittee was published. This series of the Publiéation Sociéty
included & primery course, Two Years with Jesus, and a Junior
and Senior:Series of Inductive Studies. These lessons were
discontinued when the Internétional Lescsons appeared.g.Since
then the PublicationvSociety has not'attempted to work out &
separcte series of lessons but has coopercted with other pub-
lishers, especially in the Sunday School Council. '

The present Keystone Series ﬁas prepered @y the editor-
ial staff of the Publication Society, and based on the out-
lines of the Internetional Lessons. A leaflet is apﬁended here
to show the depcrtiment of the Sunday school and the ages to
which the lessons are graded, the characteristics of each age

as kept in mind in'working out the lessons, and also the &im

1. See Meyer,Ch.XIV, for & history and an outline of these lessoms.
The lessons of the Bible Study Union (Blekeslee) were sold
to Baptists thru the Americen Beptist Publication Society, but
the demand for them was not so great as wes expected. See the
report of the Publication Society, 1903,p. 18. ,

2. Por the beginning of the series as published by this Society
see the revnorts of the Sfociety, 1909, p. 30, 1910, p. 28,
1912, p. 23 and ff.-
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Keystone Graded
L essons INTERNATIONAL

COURSES
. Beginners’ Grade

Beginners’ Course. (Teacher's text-book.) S0 cents a
year. Quarterly parts, 20 cents each.

Beginners’ Pictures. (For teachers.) $2.50 per set for
one year; 63 eents per set for one quarter.

Beginners’ Stories. 30 eents a year. In quantities of
five or more to one address, 6 cents each for one quarter; 24
cents each for one year.

II. Primary Grade

Primary Course. (Teacher's text-book.) S0 ecents a
year. Quarterly parts, 20 cents each.

Primary Pictures. (For teachers.) $2.530 per set for
one year ; 63 eents per set for one quarter.

Primary Stories. 30 cents a year. In quantities of five
or more to one address, 6 eents each for one quarter; 24
cents each for one year.,

IIl. Junior Grade

Junior Course. (Teacher'stext-book.) S0 cents a year.
Quarterly parts, 20 eents each.

Junior Bible Work. 30 eents a year. In quantities of
five or more to one address, 7 cemnts each for one quarter; 28
ecents each for one year.

IV. Intermediate Grade

Intermediate Course. (Teacher’stext-book.) S0 cents
a year. Quarterly parts, 20 eemnts each.

Intermedinte Studies. 30 cents a year. In quantities
of five or more to one address, 7 eemnts each for one quarter;
28 cents each for one year.

V. Senior Grade

Senior Course. (Teacher's text-book.) $1.00 a year.
Quarterly parts, 23 eents each,

Senior Stadies. 50 eents ayear. Inquantitiesof five or
more to one address, 10 eents each for one quarter ; 40 cents
each for one year.

THE PRICES GIVEN ABOVE INCLUDE POSTAGE

We cannot send free plete ple copies of these :
Gep samahe: lavsese aiq full-cuieription il he-sems Trah,

American Baptist Publication Society
Philadelphia  Boston ~ Chicago St Louis  Toronto, Can.

KEYSTONE
PATHFINDERS

Gradingthe Bible School

FERDINAND F. PETERSON

AMERICAN BAPTIST
PUBLICATION SOCIETY

Boston Philadelphia St. Louis
Chicago Toronto, Can.
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Outlines of the Teystome TessonNs.
Complete publication can be found as a supplemental file.

—HKeystone Graded——
Sunday-School Lessons
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American Baptist Publication Society
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.
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The Keystone Series of lessons have had a grecdual increase

in the number used. The report for 1916 shows that a substan$-
ial growth was made for the year, and a total average for each
Sundey of the year of 250,375 copies was issued. This means
that precticelly that number of pupils used some of the grad-
ed lessons each Sundey of the year. But when we place over
against this the average weekly issue of the uniform lessons
by the Society for the same year, of 1,028,536 copies we find
that not more than one of five in the Sunday schools of the
orthern Baptist churches use the grsded series of lessons. In
general the lessons for the lower grades sre used much more
extensively than those for the upper grades, as is seen by
these figures also from the report for 1916; aveage issue of
Primary Stories 78,836, Senior Studies 7,545.

The Southern Ba@tists have been very sctive recently in
working on the Suanday school curriculum. Thru their convention
they were among the first to call for the reorganization of
the International Lesson Committee. The Sundey School Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention has stood for definite devel-
opment along lineé peculiarly fitted to the needs and charac-
teristics of the southern peodle and has developed a litera-
ture distinctively its own. In May 1911, The Southern Baptist
Convention in session at Jacksonviile, Floride, approved the
;firSt Internetional Graded Lessons which were for the Begin-
ners' Department.l The Sunda& School Board then prepared and

% ’
issued the Beginners' Series in 1912. Since then the graded

—

1. See Proceedings, Southcrn Baptist Convention, 1915, p. 57.




course has been completed except for the third end fourth years
of the Senior Series.The Southern Baptist Convention now has
its own lesson committee which, since 1914, has full respon-
sibility for all the lessons published by the Sunday School
Boerd. The Boerd publishes a suﬁplemental series of graded les-

sons in eddition to the regular series.l

The aim of the Southern Baptist Convention Series of les-
sons is similar to thest of all graded lessons. "These graded
lessons are based on the International Biblicel Series, but so
chenged cs to better suit our needs and the wishes of our peo-
ple."l The changes made arevchanges of adaptation rather than
chenges of purpose. Teachers' manualé giving special.materials
and methods, accommany each set of this series as well as the

Xeystone Series.
A page from,the descriptive booklet on these graded lessons
are _
and an outline of the complete course ,:-given below to complete

the description of the Southern Baptist Series.

I, Seec the report of the Sundey School Board, 1916, p.9.. -



Southérn Bantist Convention Series.
Complete publication can be found as a supplemental file.

THE GRADED LESSONS

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Boarp is now publishing a complete set of periodicals
for the Beginners, Primary, Junior, and Intermediate Departments, and is
bringing out one grade each year for the Senior Department, treating the
International Graded Lessons as modified and approved by the Southern
Baptist Conventior at its meeting in Jacksonville, and by the Lesson Commit-

tee of the Convention.

These lessons are no longer an experiment.

They have been tested in a

very large number of our schools and found to be effective in securing better

teaching.
method.

Few of these scltools would be willing to return to the former

WHAT THEY ARE.

For many years the schools in the
bounds of the Convention had been
using what are known as the “Uniform.
Lessons,” all the scholars, big and lit-
tle, studying the same lesson on tbe
same day. Most of the schools wi'l
continue their use, and though we
supply the Graded Series, we shall
continue to publish The Children’s
Quarterly, Child’s Gem, Picture Lesson
Cards, Junior Quarterly, Intermedi-
ate Quarterly, Adult Bible Class
Quarterly, and Advanced Quarterly;
and these will be used by thousands
of schools in the future-as in the past,
for the new Series is not adapted to
the use of every school.

Many schools have separate rooms
for the Departments, and are thus en-
abled to divide pupils into classes ac-
cording to ages. The workers in such
schools desired for the pupils in these
grades a series of lessons especially
adapted to the various ages. The
Graded Lessons have been planned for
that purpose. They are based on Bible
Stories and deal with themes easily
understood by the pupils.

Instead of one lesson for all, there
is a grade of lesson treatment for each
age. In the Beginners Department
there are two grades—the First-year
Course for the four-year-old children,

and the Second-year Course for the
five-year-old children; in the Primary
Department there are three grades—
one each for the ages of six, seven and
eight; in the Junior Department, four
grades—one each for the ages of nine,
ten, eleven and twelve; in the Inter-’
mediate Department, four grades—one
each for the ages of thirteen, fourteen,
fifteen and sixteen; and in the Senior
Department, one grade per year, be-
ginning with October, 1914, until four
grades shall have been issued, for the
ages of seventeen, eighteen, nineteen
and twenty.

The lessons are so graded as to lead
gradually from the themes of one year
to those of the next year, thus giving a
systematic instructior in Bible Stories
and teaching.

Special attention is directed to the
courses for the Intermediate Depart-
ment. These lessons are for use of
pupils at the critical period from thir-
teen to sixteen, and have attracted spe-
cial attention. The Lesson Committee
of the Convention have given careful
attention to these courses, and made
many changes, not only in the titles,
but also substituting many lessons. In
some grades lessons for the whole quar-
ter were thus substituted, these lessons
emphasizing our doctrines and matters
deemed of special importance,

TN Rl b
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The Convention Graded Lessons have become very poﬁular
- among Southern Baptis%s, tho they have by no means supplanted
‘thé 0ld uniform lessons. The gain in number of grcded lessons
used in 1915 over 1914, was nearly fifty per cent, fho the
exaect figures can not be given.l In response to an inguiry as
to the number of greded lessons used, Dr.I.J.Van Ness, Iditor-
ial Secretary, seys, " Roughly we may say tﬁat one school in
every nine of our schools is using the Graded to some extent".
In another reply from the Sunday School Board, it was stated
thet approximately 3,700 to 4,000 schools were using at least
~some of the graded lessons.? |

These two publishing agencies of the Baptists are also
working on the New Uniform Lessons. During the ycar 1915 the
body of the International Lesson Committee was changed, fol-
lowing the suggestion of the Sunday School Couhcil.3 The Com-
mitfee is now compoged of eight members appointed by the In-
ternationel Sunday Schéol Associétiodén, eight sppointed by the‘
Sund=y School Council, énd one member appointed by each denom=-
ination having a lesson committee of its own and holding mem=-
bership in the Sundsy School Council. This éhange’was brqught
to the ettention of the Northern Baptist Convention, which
., then appointed a dehominational committee on Sunday school cur-
riculum.The Southern Baptist Convention had'had & lesson com=-

mittee fQr some time previous to 1915. Each of these denomina-

1. Report of the Sunday School Board, 1915, p. 336.

2. Date of these replies to inquiries; March 21, 1917;
December 15, 1916.

3. llorthern Baptist'Convention Annual, 1916, pp. 346-347.

Southern Baptist Convention Annuval, 1915, pp. 51 ff.
2 T 1916, pp. 47 #f.

" " " "
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tional committees then aprointed one representetive to serve
on the Internastional Committee. This large committee has in
preparation a new course to be known és the Improved Uniform
Lessons, to be published in 1918. This 1es§§§f§§31 (1) include
topical teaching, (2) be besed upon the grouping of passages
of scripture, and (3) be so arranged as to present separate.
themes for what will be practiaally the same 1ess6n passage

for use in the different depsrtments of the Sundsy school.

‘Special courses are also being prepared on Worship in the Sun-

day School, Significent Experiences in the Life of Jesus, Per-

songl Problems of Senior Students, and e special series of mis

sionery lessons. These lcssons are to be presented thru the
denominational agencies and each of the Baptist lesson commit-
tees may revise them accogding to their speciel needs.

- But not 8ll Baptist Sundey school confine their curric-

ulum to material published by these two denominational agencies.'

At lqast two other series of lessons must be noted as having

influence, The Gonstructive Studies of the University of Chi-

cago Press and the.Sériﬁner's Compnletely Graded Series. Tach
of thecse series is caiefully plenned and well worked out. They
get éway from the weekly or quafterly lesson plan end emphég
size the graded text-book idea. This puts tﬁe emphasis on study
and vreparation for the Sundey school work Just as in the pub-
lic school work. _

The greded Sundesy school with‘its graded lessons aims
to meet the needs of the pupnil at every cge, and‘to gige op-
portunity for expression in definite religious activities.

In this respect it is but the application to the Sunday school
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of the 1 arger movement in generzal education which places em-
Phacsis on the child with his needs and capacities for develop-
ment, and his naturcl aétivities, rather than on the subject-
nmstter or knowledge to be gained. This made necessary the de-

velopment of the Sunday school as a resl school, with a cur-

rciulum and an organization on a besis similar to thet of the

best public schools. The lesders in the Suuday improvement of

recent times ere emphasizing this.fect aﬁd ere meking the Sun-
day school the "church st study”. Some call their school the
"church school”, others make it the chief department in the
lerger Depertment of Religious Education of 'the church, thus
keeping the function of the school in 11ne with the function
of the church itself.l

In order to get sdme statement of the‘value of the grad-
ed leséon to the Sundey school a question to that effect was
pleced in the questioneire. This was necessary because there
is &8 yet no generel stendard for measuring the curriculum of

the Sundey school in terms of its generel aim of religious ed-

P

1. Instanzes of this are found in the replies from these Sun-
day schools; First Baptist, Los Angeles, Second Baptist, St.
Louis, and the Garfield Park Beptist, Chicego. -

The idea is also emphasized by Cope in his Evolution of the
Sunday School, page 124, where the work of the Commission™
on religlous‘“ducation of the Northern Baptist Convention

is discussed.
See also Bulletins of the Commissionon Religitus Education;

‘o, 4, The Church and the Public School in Religious 1"duma,tiom

o. 5, Relizious Zducaztion in the IiveYear Progcram,and No,
A Program of Religious Educetion in 2 Church of 100 Mbmbers

or Léss.
“See also Religious Education Vol. IX, pp. 32-47, & report

of the committee on the "Correlation of the Educational Agen-

cies of the Locel Church”.
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ucation.. To the question 37 replies were received, all in -
terms of approvél of the greded lesson plan, It was stated in
two replies that the value of the lessons depended lergely on
the char=cter and training~of the.toacher. In.four replies the
writers said that the greded lessons were absolutely necessary
to their type of school. Authors of seven replies seid that
the gresded lessons were very valuable fof the lower gredes but
that there was difficulty in getting the older pupils to ad-
Just themselves to the grades end do the studying reqmired.
Yet other replies stated thet the lessons are correct in prin-
ciple, but thst there is yet need for improvement, especially
'in those for the intermédiate and senior departments. Some typ-

ical replies are as follows: R ' ’

"Children learn to do by doink; these lessons gi#e them

them something to do." :
. Warren Ave. Beptist S.S., Detroit Mieh.
"The graded lessons are the only thinkeble thing in get-
ting the Bible to the child's mind ond heert comprehensiblyy
Pitst Baptist S5.S., Los Angeles, Cal.
"They are valusble up to, gbout twelve because they are
actuelly studied, aftef'g%andoned becsuse the students
would not study them."
. Pirst Baptist S.S., Urbans, Ill.
"The classes feel that they are getting something as in

the public school.”
First Baptist S.S., Ottumwa, Iowea.

"They present the lessons in a manner suited to the age
and understanding of the pupil.”
Fourth Beptist S.S., Providence, R.I.

Up to the present time attention seems to have been given
neinly to the preparatioﬁ of the graded lessons, but now the
problem is to extend the use of these lessons to those schools
where they have not yet been introduced. Both the jublishing
egencies have snnounced in their cectelogs that tha greded se-

ries will soon be comsleted by the additicn of the lest two

yeers of the Senior Studies. With this part of’the preparatiqn

completed the‘leaders.may give more of their time to th?;???h:;%



lem of intoduction into the loc:1l schools. It was previously
sﬁown that not more than onc of five pupils in the Sundey
schoéls of the Lorthern Baptist churches used the graeded les-
sons in 1915, énd not more than one of nine sclkocle in the
Southern Baptist churches used them &t the beginning of the
yeear 1917.1 4s an illustration of the fact thet many Sundey
Schoolis have not rct adopted the graded lessons, the condition
in one county in !lissouri is noted.2 Of the 19 Baptist Sunday
schools in the rursl churches of fhe county only three use the
graded lessons even in vert of the classes.

“hile a greaf many schools are not yet using the gradcd
lessons, there are a great meny others that are using them on-
ly in part of their Work.'Ofvthe 48 réplies to the iaquiry
mede in the questionaire, nearly all of which are from larger
towrms and cities, 36 show that the Sundey schools renortecd use
the uniform lessons for edult clesses, and 4 use them for a1l
clesses; 29 use tﬁe graded lessons for part of their work, and
only 4 have grzded lessons for =11 departments. Reports of the
number of lecsons published show that many more of the lower
grade lessons then of the upper grade ere produced;-These fig-
ures are introduced here to show thet as &et, there is a large
number of purils in the Daptist Sundey schools of the United

Stztes who do not have the advantage of the graded lessons.

1. This stetement is not mesnt ss & comparison of the schools
of Iorthern and Southern Baptist churches for in the one case

the punils are numbered, in the other the schools.

2. These figures sre taken from a reccnt survey of religious
conditions in Boone €ounty, Missouri. '



Sacher-

church history.

The training of Sunday school teachers has heen taken

*aining. up and developed by so many agencies that we are tempted to

consider it as an activity separete from the Sundey school it-
self, yet when we recall that it is of vsalue only as it contrib-
utes to the realization of the aim of the Sundcy school by
preparing better -teaschers, then we see the relation of teach-
er-training to the whole Sunday school movement. Among the
agencies other fhan denominational that have done something
toward the training of Sund=sy school teachers, are the Relig-
ious Zducation Ansociation and the International Sunday School
Association with its branch state associotionc, Thé ¢dlleges
and theological seminaries have also done much to popularize
the training of Sundesy school teacherg,thfu their courses in
Sﬁnday school ﬁedagogy and their general oourses.in Bible and
1

It is impossible here to follow the genefal development
of teacher-training for'Sunday school teachers, but we shall
try to show briefly how the genersl movement begen, &and then
go immediately to the subject as it hsas developed in Baptist

Sundéy schools.2

Ilodern training of Sunday school tecchers seems to have
begun from sources in different perts of the United States at
about the same time. Dr. Cope gives as the forerunners of the

modern teccher-training, the weekly teachers' meetings advo-

1. The catalogs of most ®f the colleges ond seminaries 1list

such courses. For the work of the two associations named,
see their revorts, especially singe about 31905.

2. Tor guneral references as tothe origin and develovment of

teacher-training see,
Hurlburt,J.L. The Normal Class (leaflet)

Brown, l.C. Sundey5School lovements In Americe, Ch. V.
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ceted in the literature of the middle of the middle of the
nineteenth century, the normsl class, and Sunday school insti-
tutes that become common by 1875 or ez;.rlie.‘r.:L He also gives
credit to the work of the Chautesuqua Assembly, which was one
of thekarliest organizations t6 suggest a course for the train-
ing of teachers. Without ettempting to make any distinction
as to the part contributed by each of these faetlors, we shall
merely note the generzl development. '
' Some trece of the demand for teacher-treining may be .
found as early as 1833, but the first definite work was done
by Bishop J.H.Vincent, who, in discussing the Normsl Class in

The Modern Sundey School, says, " The author organized and

conducted such e Ilormel Class in the churches of which he was
pastor in 1857-58 and in 1859-61. In these ~lasses he used sas

text-books Inglis on The Sabbath School and Conybeare and How-

son Life and Epistles of St.Paul.Tach session (held weekly)

embraced é lesson in the two subjects. His pupils were advanced
pupils betweeh the ages,of‘sixteén and twenty-five. The work
was thorough."zbr. Vincent also organized an.institute for
Sunday school teachers in the Galenes Illinois, Association in
1860. In 1864 , in the Bfate of New York, Mr; R.G.Pardee and
Mr. Ralph Vells ‘organized an institute independentiy of the
work of Dr. Vincent.Both of these institutes grew out of Sun-

day school conventions which were common et that time. Within

1. Cope, Ch. XII.

2. 1900 revised edition, page 97. Dr. Vincent uses the word
normal as coming from the Latin norma, 2 rule or standard,
and applied it &m as in Formal School, & school for the
training of public school teschers. .

See also Brown,M.C. p. 91.
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.ten yeers affer the first institute in Illinois the plan
waé widely adopted thruout the Unitgd States.l

A definitely organized course for teachérftraining came
- somewhat later than the insfitutes. A number of courses had
been prepared but there was no uniformity. In 1876 at the
Chautauqua Assembly a committee on a Course of Normal Class
Lessons was appointed with members from ten denonminations.
The report of the committee included a course of forty lessons,
to be divided between the consideration of the Bible and thé
theory and practice of teaéhing. This course was to be free
for use by any church or sunday school. A post-graduate course
was also provided for and diplomas ﬁrepared for those who com-
pleted the work.2 The Centenary Convention in London in 1880,
avnointed a committee which published an outline course of
reading and study for Sunday school teéchers on subjects as
follows; (1) The Sunday School Teacher, (2) The Bible- The
Sundey School Text-book, (3) The Modern Sundey School (hisfory,
orgenization and methods).® The importance of tescher-train-
ing wes urged upon the Internstional Sﬁnday Convention By a
represent~tive of the prirery tecchers.? In 1899 the chairman
of the Centrel Primary Committee brought the need to the gt~
tehtion'of the convention. The training of teachers didﬁnot

receive much recognition however, until 1903 when the Depart-

lo BI‘OWII,M.C . ppo 96-97 .
2. Bro"m. pp 107-1090
3. Vincent,J.H. The Modern Sund=y School, p. 325.

4. Cope, pp. 162-163. .
The demand for graded lessons 2lso arogewith the primary

teachers. See page 53.
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ment of Zducstion of the International Association (0ld Con-
vention) was created. The primary teachers thru their unions,
had élresdy worked 6ut certain standaids for their depart-
ment, and largely thru their influénce, a conference of denom-
inatibnal secretaries and other Sundsy school leaders adop-
ted 2 minimum standard for teacher-training,
The most promising advance made recently is the work
of the Sundey School Council which has sought to standardize
the curriculum. Thru_its Zducationzl and Extension Sectibn
it adopted a series of recommendations in 1915 and revised
them in 1916.l These recommendations are quite extensive, so
only the morec immortant will be ndted heré. It is undZerstood
that the work of the actual treining is to be carried on by
the denominations themselves. A minimum of 120 one hour lés-
sons, covering a three years' period of study, shall be re-
quired for & diploma. The course shall "include at least the
following subjects in fair educetional proportion, namely:
(2) A survey of Bible material, and a study of the teaoh-
ing values of the Bible as meeting the needs of the
pupil in the successive stages of his development.

" (b) The study of the pupil in thc variéd stages of his
- growing life.

' (¢) The work and methods of the teacher.

" (d) The Sundey school and its organization end manage-
ment."

It is also urged that the denominational colleges and univer-
sities make provision for coursés that will prepare'their

students to become leaders in Sundsy school end Christian

1. See Religious IEducation, Vol.IX, pp. 551 ff.
The recommendrtions of the “ducsgtional and ITxtension Sectiod

are published in a leaflet by the Sundesy 3chool Council.
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work. A plan is sugested by which each denomination shoﬁld,
at the beginning of 1917, withdraw issuance of the 0ld courses
and offer the Hew Standard Course, but withouﬁ loss of credit
for thése who ere working for diplomas under the old course.

As the need fof teacher-training wés recognized the
denominational agencies for Sundey school develorment took
.up the problem and worked out curriculz and methods to suit
the needs of their own people. The wofk bf these agencies
will be discussed in the same order as previously; namel&,
the Americen Baptist Publicntion Society first, then the
Sunday Cchool Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. This
is not to attech any gré%er degree of importances to either, .
~but simply a matter of convenience.l

Tﬁe teacher-training work of the Americean Baptisf ?ub-
lication Society is now conducted by & special deprcritment,”
which is the result of = gradusl 'division of labor' of the
Society's rapidly enlarging functions.2 The teacher-training
work of the Society goes Back'fo 1824 when the American Sun-
dey School Union published some small books on the sub Ject,

The Tescher Taught and the Teacher Tesching. In 1886 a nor-

mal department was established by the Illinois Sunday School
Association, and from that time on many texts began to appecor,

In 1907 Dr. Hugh T.lMusselman, who was Tducetional Secretary

1. The records of these sgencies show how each has developed
its tescher-training work, but it was not thought. necessary
to go ihto details here since that is primarily a matter of
the history of the agencies not of the Sundsy school work,

2. In order to get &t the essentiel fects as seen by those now
directing this work, an inguiry —os sddressed to the present
Director of Teecher Training Correspondence. The account as
given here is tekXen partly from the reply received under

d-te of Dec. 19, 1916.



of the American Beptist Tublication Society, edited two se-
ries of books as texts for what was known as the National
Teccher~-Treining Institute.1 3ince 1911 when Dr. Chalmers
toolk charge of the teccher-training dep-riment, the work has
been reorganized and the institute and correspondenee work
are cared for by speciel direc‘cors.2 The institute work is
now carried on under the genéral supervigion of thirty-three
directors in the veriocus state's."5
Among the Southern Baptists the Sunday School Toard

hes been very active in the development of teacher-training,
and has worked aut a curriculum and mecthods of carrying on
the work that are very effective. The Roard tegon this work

in 1901, "this being the first denominational effort to train
cundsy school teachersf.4 The Board hcs done a pioneer work

in this line, publishing its oﬁn text-books end adding to the
list oc experience and needs pointed the way. These text-books
ere especielly designed for use in the Sunday scﬁools of the
Southern States, but have not been confined the those states
in their use. In cddition to its own publications the Roard
hes added other bdoks to its course, especially for the post-

graduste wark. The teacher-training work of the Board is now

1. See editor's introduction in Hational Teacher-Trainine Text-
300Ls, Dook III, p. 5. Report Am. Bap. Pub. Soc,, 1901,p. 75,
1502, p. 59, 1907, pp.4-5, 1208, p. 4. The first sugrestion
of this work was mede by r. James Idmunds of Cregon, in 1901,

2. Report of the Am. 3op. Pub. Soc., 1916, pp. 554, 364-3065,

-~

3. Report, 1916, ». 410.
4, ne»ort of the Sunday School Board, 1916, pp. 10-16.
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under ﬁhe genergl direction of the Depertment of Sunday
School Zducation, but is carried oan thru a number of coop-
erating agencies. The reason for this is given by the Board
in its report for 1916, as.follows; "In the effort to carry
forward a popular educational movement with a view of reach-
ineg our constituency in every part of our territory there
must be the widest correlation of zgencies and the fullest
cooperction of the various forces. Some of the agenciecs at
work mey be named as follows:
The Sundey School Board,
The State Hission Boards,
Associated Liission Boards,
The Théological Seminaries,
The Schools and Colleges,
Summer Assemblies,
Foreign Mission Fields,
Local Churchés 'ith Their Pastors."®
To discuss all the courses used in the training of Bap-
tist Sunday school teachers would leed us far from our pres-
ent purpose, hence we shall be limited to the publications
of the two agencies which we have Just discussed, the Xeystone
Couises and the Conventionel INormal Courses of the Southern
Baptist Convention. The use of these courses has been extend-
ed by institutes, conventions,'summer assemblies held by the
various stete workefs, and by liberal advertising..The Sun-

day échool Soard publishes a number of pamphlets and other

1. Report, 1916, p. 13.



illustrative literatufe showing the benefit of the Convention
Iormal Course to teachers. The American Baptist Publicetion

Soeiety issues a Teacher Training Bulletin, giving methods

of ez rrylno on the work and encouraging notes as to its pro-

press. TCach course leads to 2 diploma, granted to those who

pass a written exemination.

The course offered until recently, by the teacher-train-

- ing department of the American Baptist Publication -Society
has grown with the need, and s experience enabled the lecders
to meet the need. As .a result,fhe course is more - extensive
than it is unified.t The series of text-books, known as the

National Teacher Instituté Text-Books, edited by Dr. Hugh T.

llusselman, was planned to give a complete course. The best
books of other publishers have since been added to the sug-
gestive list of the course as outlined in the catélog of the
Society. Until recently two courses were offered, a regullar

course of two parts and an optional course. The introductory

paert of the regular course required a minimum of fifty lessons .

for dinloma recopnltlon and the edvanced standard course re-
quired one hundred lessons. The optional course wes designed
‘to meet the requirements of the Sunday School Council's sug-
gestions. For this course a number of. text-books are sugrest-
ed, selection being sllowed within z limited renge.

Back of all these courses there has been an attempt to

serve & specific aim,-as'is indicated in the following quote-

1. See the leaflets, Teacher-Trainlng- Yhat Shall Ve Stu@x_,
end Teacher-Training by Correspondence Study,also the
Teacher-lrainlnp Bulletin, and recent report of the Amer-
ican Bgptist Publicetion Society.
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tion; "Teacher-training began in the mists. There was a widg
diversity of opinion as ﬁo what it was. But one thing was
clear, teacher-training of some sort was needed. experience
derived from various and sundry attempts has brought togeth;
er the thought of fhe Sunday school workers......The essen-
tiais of a teacher-training course for  Sunday school ﬁork
are now generally agreed upon. At least four subjects must
be treated:'The Bible, the Pupil, the Teacher, the Sehool."t
The earlier ettempts at teacher-training put the Bible first,
but more and more the workers have come to realize that the
child is first apd the Bible only a means ta his development.
| Conforming to the standafdé set by the Sunday School
Council, & Hew Standard Course is offered, beginning January
1917.2 This course will cover the four essentials mentioned
in the standards of the Sunday School Cbuncil, end will re-
quire 120 lessons in a three year study for a diploma. The
0ld diplomas are withdrawn. Of the new course Part I only
hes been issued to date. It is on The Pupil, and the ‘subject’
is discussed from both the péychologidal and feligibus stand-
point. | . | -
Granting for the present that these courses are valuable
we need to know how many teschers are teking advantage of the
Opportuhity offered before we can judge of their totel éffeet
upon the Sundey schools. During the year 1915 approxiamtely

220,000 teachers and officers were reached by meens of insti-

1. From the leaflet Teacher-Training - Ihat Shall [e Study?

2. See page 70.
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tutes and sbout 18,000 were enrolled iﬁ the corresyondence:
department.l‘ln December 1916 there were enrolled with the
correspondence department 25,861 students.zon the face of it
this eppears to be é large number, but when we note that in
the churchés of the Northern Baptist Convention theré are
9,858 Sunday schools we see that the average number of teachers
taking the training course is less than three for each school.
But of those that are taking the treining course the larger
number sre in a few Sundey schools, for there;are training
classes in only about 20% of fhe schools.®

The Convention Normel Course has had a repid develop-
ment since its beginning in 1901.% The Sundey School Board
has slways offered the most advanced courses it could secure

and when suiteble books could not be found has prepared its

own texts. The first book of the course, The Convention Nor-

mal Menual, was published in 1901, and after a totel issue

of 70,000 copies was revised as the New Normal Manual.in 1913,

In 1905 The Doctrines of our Faith was added to the course,

and in 1910 The Graded Sundsy School. Since 1910 seven vol-

umes including Fhe New Normal Manual, have been issued. In

1915 a post-graduate course was added. In addition to the
texts published by the'Board,the department has added a num-

ber from other publishers to round out the present complete

course.

1. Report of the Publication Society, 1916, p. 354..

2. Reported by the Director under date of Dec. 19,1916.

3. Bulletin No. 5. Religious Education in the Five Year Pro-
gram. p. 8.

4. Report of the Board, 1915 , 1916.
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The course as offered at present by the Sunday School
Poard consists of two parts, the Convcntion Ilormal Course and
the Fost-Graduate Course; Tach of these courses leads to &
dinloma which is granted after completing the rcquired number
of lessons end passing a written exemination. The introduct-
ory Convenfion ormel Course covers three gencral toprics, the
Sundsy school, the punil, and the Bible, each of which is
treated more fully in the succeding books. The Post-Graduate
course gives special Oppoﬁ&nity rfor training in the work of
the various departmentsrdf the Sund=~y school. The courses as
outlined by the Board in Jaﬁuary 1916 are shown here. Tor each
of the books named a leaflet is prepared giving directions

for doing the required work.

Complete publication can be found as a supplemental file.

GROWTH OF TEACHER TRAINING
AMONG SOUTHERN BAPTISTS.

DIPLOMAS (for completion of New Normal Manual)

1910 1674
1915 28576

RED SEALS (for completion of Four Books)

1910 133
1915 4004

BLUE SEALS (for completion of Eight Books)

1910 4
1915 2086

The training of Sunday school teachers is a key for the solution of the many problems
of Sunday school life. Such training is the order of the day. Many schools have decreed
that only trained workers shall hold places on the teaching staff.

SEND FOR LITERATURE AND START A TRAINING CLASS
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The Convention Hormal Course has proved its value by
its popularity, tho there are yet a great many teachers in
Southern Baptiét Sundaey schools who are unaffected by it. Ac-
cording to the statement issued by the'Board'Hovember 29, 1916,
there had been granted 36,954 diplomas for the Hor:al Course,
and 2,852 had compléted the eight books of the first course.
FPor the Post-Graduate Course 384 had enrolled, of whom 146
had completed the course. The gain for the yeer from April
30, 1915 to AprilzZO, 1916 was,fifét diplomas 4,869, post-
graduate diplomas 144. For the five years from llay 1, 1910 to-
Mey 1, 1915 the gain in first diplomes wes 26,902. Remarkable
as these gzins seem to have been ye see that there are yet a
great many tétchers who have not taken advantage of the '
course when we note that there are 18,575 schools among the
Southern Baptist‘churches. Teking it for granted that esch
of the 36,954 teaéhers‘who kave teken the course since 1901
are now teaching in some Sundey school there would be an av-
erage of only two teacher$ in each school who have completed

exen the first coufse.

A study of the reports of the various agencies that
have carried on teééher-training'in Baptist Sunday schools,
show that three methcds of conducting the work are in common
use. The methods are onl¥ the means of getting fhe Sunday
school teacher into contact with ﬁhe sub Ject-matter, hence
different circumstences have given rise to different means.
Perheps the method most commenly used is that of ¢ class in

the local Sundaey school, lead by the pestor or some Sunday

school worker and meeting either at the Sundey school hour

or &t some evening during the week. The mcthod thet is oldest.



in use, dating back at least to the cerly 60's, is that of
the Sunday school institute. The institute is held from two
deys to two weeks, and 6onsists of lectures end class work
led by Sundey school specialists. The method.of latest devel-
ment is thet of teacher-treining courses in the colleges |

and seminaries.

-It is impossible here to show how many teachers are

reached by eech of these methods, but an attempt will be made

to show that they are importent end sre being uscd extensive-

1y by the Sundry school_leaders. The Commission on Relng
ious IEduceation Of.the Northern Baptist Convention in Bul-
letin No. 5:rcoortéd 2,040 classes in Northern 3Beptist Sun-
day schools for the year 1915.1 The Sundey School Board re- .
rorted a2t the close of the year 1916 that 36,954 students
had comvleted the work for the first diploma. Of "this work

the Board says in its pemphlet on-Sundey School Lducetion,
"The largest part of this norﬁal training worx is done and
must always be done in the cﬁurches?; The Aﬁerican Baptist
Publicetion Society reported 21,417 institutes held in the.
twenty yearé from 1895;to 1915, and during the yeaf ending

March 31, 1916, over 220,000 workers were gathered in insti- -

tutes held by leaders under the direction of the Scoiety.z
The Sunday School Board thru its leasders condﬁcts two forms

of institutes, the summer assembly and the c¢ity training

1. See page 7 of Bulletin Ilo. 5.

2. A.J. Rowland, Two Deccdes, an address, p. 1l4.
Report of the Americen Beptist Publicetion Society, 1916,

P. '554.
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school. Of the summer assembly it is said, "That no less
than one thousand teacher-treining awards were given in the
assemblies during the past summer within the bounds of the
Southern Baptist Convention. The Summer Asseﬁbly is destin-
ed to be more‘andimoie an important arena for the cerrying
on of this work."™ The city training school is led by the
stete workers who organize 21l the Baptist Sunday schools

in the city and cell in pastors and college tachers to as-
sist in the instruction.l Southern Baptists have been espec-
ially active in tescher-training in the colleges and seminar-
ies. The Sunday School BOard reported that for the session

of 1915-16 of Southern Baptist institufions, 69 colleges, ac-
ademies, and theological seminaries cooperated in tezcher-
training work ﬁnd gave 3,467 teacher-training awards, and
1,070 diplomas.2 As an instance of this cooperztion one of
the field secretaries of the Board gives four months of each
year to te=ching Sunday school pedagogy in the Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.

In the questionaire some inquiry was made concerning
teecher-training. Of the replies, 37 in alliistgted-th&t a
cléss conducted by the pestor or some loczl Sundey school
workér, met either at the Sundey school hour or some even-
ine of the week. Replies from 4 schools showed thét the teach-
ers were doing teacher-training work in an interdenomination-

al community school of Sunday school methods( vhile 3 replies

l. Sundey School Education, pp. 5, 8-9.

2. Burroughs,P.E. Teacher-Training in Southern Baptist Ed-
ucational Institutions.(A pemphlet published by the Sun-

déy School Board)
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told of institutes held at stated times of the year, énd 1
of the teachers takiﬁg adventage of thé opportunity for
training offered in the depa;tment of religious education
of & university in the city.l

There none of these methods of teacher-trasining are
possible yet another means is open to the Sunday school teach-
er, thatvof correspondence study.. Both the Sunday School BDoard
and the Americaﬁ Baptist Pubiiéation Society offer the work
by'correspondence. Altho this method is very important in its
poséibilities, it is not given much.prominence here because it
is difficult to teil from the reports/just‘how_the method’is'
worked out and how extensively it is used.

The velue of teacher-training in the Sunday school must
neﬁessarily depend on its function and its effectivenmess in
~serving that function. But its wvalue as it affects the Sunday
school in actual practice is the only value we may discuss
here, and that we shall attempt to get at from two points of
view. The first point of view is that of those who early saw
the need for the training of Sunday school teachers, and the
second is that of those who are in a position .to observe its
- results in the local séhool. In an address before the anni-‘
versary meeting of the.American Baptist Pﬁblication Society
in 1884, Rev. Jas.Vaters of Tennessee, speaking on Sunday.

school mission work said,"™Many existing Sundzy schools are a

1. The work of the community school is a recent development.
Some examples that have come to notice are The llalden School
of Religious Education, lfalden, Mess., The Teacher-Training
Department of the Philadelphia County Sundey 3chool Associa-
tion. See Athearn, T.S. The City Training Institute.

2. Tor references on tescher-training by correspondence see
the Report of the Americsn Baptist Publication Society, 1912,
p. 11, 1914, p. 665.w .




mere travesty upon genuine Sunday school work..... Sundsy
schools must often be cdnducted by people who have not qual-
ified themselves to tesch anything much less.to teaéh the Gos-
rel. The times for practice cre so fer gpart, that progress

in the art of teaching must be élow. The majority of them

have no opportunity to.learn from the masters of the 2rt. Con-
sequently the average Sunday school teacher is far less pro-
ficient then the average public school teacher. e have no
normal schools for training teachers. The public schools do
heve them. If we do have institutes they are not held more
then three or four times per annum. The public schools hold
theirs twiée o month. Attendance with us is voluntary, with
them cornpulsory."1 At & meeting of the Publication Society 12
years later, llr.7.W.lMain, Secretery of the llassachusetts Sun-
day School Associstion, spoke of normal classes as one of the
féquisites of greater efficiency in Sundesy school work. After
discussing the nature of the training received in these class-
es he says, "These are our coming teschers, leesders, and preach-

ers, and Baptists may as well be at the front, 'holding forth

the word of life; as staggling at the rear".2 In the prefeoce

of the series of National Teacher-Training Text-Pooks, Dr.

llusselman says, "The aim of these books is to furnish teesch-
ers.and officers of our Sundey schools with a working know-
ledge of the Bible as a book and as a message of God 1o men,

of the personality of the pupils with whom they have to deal,

1. Report of the Americen Baptist Publicetion Society, 1BS84,p. 41.

2. Renort, 1896, p. 25.
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of the principles and methods of pedagogy as applied‘to
Sunday school teaching, of the organization, -aim, and work
of the Sundey school as a,school} and of the best way and

means of introducing and conducting mission study in the Sun-

day school.” 1

The point of view of those actually engesged in the work
of teacher-training and in a position to Judge its velue from
the results achieved will be shown in a.number of quotations,
mainly from the revlies to the cuestionaire..

"X trained tescher studies the pupils as well as the
lesson and knows how to make the contact between the

two and obtain results.”
Fourth Taptist 3. S., Providence, R.I.

"Same as normal trainlnw for publiec school teﬁchers."
Pirst Baptlst 5¢5., Caldwell, Idaho.
"The question of teachers' supply met.”
Pirst Baptist S.S., Ottumwa, Iowa.

"L necessary. thlng for ef¢iciency "
First Baptist S.S., Cheboygan, Illich.

"It is absolutely essential.”
Tirst Daptist 5.3., Everett, Tash.

"It increases effic1ency in the present te=x ‘chers

end instructs future teschers."
Pirst Baptist S5.5., Tlkins . Va.

"Tt is indispensable:"
First Baptist S.S., Fond du Lac, Wis.,

‘and the same reply from four other schools.
"It gives the tercher a vision of his task and quali-

fies him for it."
First Baptist S.S., Cheyenne nyo.
A total of 34 replies were received, 33 of which in terms
such asAhave been quoted. In one school teccher-trainine was
ziven up because no one Woﬁld take the corrse. One criticism
wes received to the effect that the course as usually con-

ducted is too short, and not enough attention is'giveh to

depsrtmental training.

1. See Book III. The Sundey School Teachers' Pedagogy, ppe 5-6.
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Two statements from other sources will be added to the
quotations given in the preceding paregr agh. "The teacher-
training course would mean little or nothlnv to us if it did
not give us a better understanding of the human heart and
'its,needs, and bind us together in our work for 2 more Sym=-
pathetic personal touch with the individuzl. The thoueht and
problems of others and how to meet them, as given in the
course which embrzces & study of the Bible, the pupil, and
the school, and culminates in the all-importsnt topic of
missions znd the esrly church, enable us to meet more wisely
the difficulties which continually confront us."l Another
sums up the results of teacﬁgr;traininé'in & local church
under these statements; "l.An enlarsed sense of the impor-
tance of the teacher's task. 2. lMore efficient class wdrk.
3. A better orgenization of Sunday school forces. 4. A more
conbrehensive conception of the Sundey school end its missions."®

'The Commission on Religious Edﬁcation 6f the llorthern
Septist Convention recognizes teachér-training as one means

of ettainine the goal of the Pive Year Program, and in a re-~

-

cent Bulletin says, "Zvery teacher should be trained to teach.

There is not & more devoted body of religious workers in Chist-
endom than the feithful Sunday school teachers. But modern im-
provements in teaching methods and lesson construction require

that they receive specific training in the principles of scien-

tific pedegogy." 9

1. The Peschor Training Bulletin, Oct. 1916, p. 7.

2. Suadfy School Vducation DD 19-~O.

3. Bulletin Io. 5. Religious. mmgnin.thﬁ_gm Iem;l’.mum.
pP. 3.

v,
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Pirectors

feligious

The office of Director of Religious Education has been
created in response to & need for direction of the educstion-

gl functions of the church. Just as in every movement we find

Zéuoation.the need recognized before a step is taken to meet the prob-

.lem presented. Dr. Cope expreeses the need thus; "The con-

ception of the sohool.as e serious educstional agency demend-
ed nothing less than & man who should be a specialist in re-
ligious educsation". 1 Another writer has stated the need in
strong terms thus; "One of the crying needs of modern Sundey

school work is competent educstional leadership in the church-

es". 2 Dr. Soares puts it differently but means about the same

thing when he says, "Churches which afe engaged in signiﬁi?
cant educational work are coming to recognize that they need
two ministersﬁ. After Qiécussing the duties of these two min-
isters the second of whom is concenrned with the educetional
development of the children and youth of the church, he says;
"There is needed a man to give his entire time to the educa-
tional task. Conspicuous churches all over the country are
calling men of the first renk to such service, n3

In this connection it is interesting to note the rea-
sons given for the creation of their officé by wim Directors
et present employed in this work. Their recsons summarized
are these. One ascribes it to the need of true religious ed-

ucetion along scientific lines. Another says it ia due to &

1. Cope, Evolution of the Sunday School, p. 149.
See also his Lificiency in the Sunday Se¢hool, Ch. IV.

2. Report of the Americean Bavtist Publication Society, 1911, P.8e

3. Soares, T.G., in Our Church Paper published by the que
Park Bapt1st Church of Chicago, lfarch, 1917.




recognition of the "plain need" for direction of reiigious
educationfin the church, One Director ascribes it to modern
ideals of religious and educstional aim, enother to a desire
for more efficient work, and yet another to the effort of
the church to be in the front lines of Sunday school devel-
opment. ‘

The first Director to be employed was in the service
of the New Haven Religious Education Federstion in 1907, and
he was to do for the Sunday schools what the Sﬁperiﬁtendent
did for the public schools of the city.l Soon after 1907 in-
dividual chuches began to employ Directofs. Among the first
Baptists were‘churches in St.Louis, Pfovidence, Rochester,
Philadelphia, Chicago and New York.® |

The Réligious Education Associstion encoursged the move-~
ment for Directors of Religious Educetion in the local church-
es, and in 1912, at the meefing of the Associestion & depart-

ment session of Dircctors was held.aIn 1914 at the meeting of

1. Cone —volution of the Sundgz School, p 149.

It is of interest to note that the early llew England church-
es had an officer in addition to the pastor, whose function
was to teach the members of the church. For a discussion of
this early institution in its relation to the modern problem
of religious education, see Phelpa,V.V. The Pastor and Teach-

er in New England, in the Harvard Theologicel Review, Vol. 1V,

- peges 389-399.
The idea of supervision of the educstional function of the

church is also contained in: the Committee on Relirious Edu-
cation which is a part of maﬁy ghggch ﬁrginizgtéggs. For the
work of this committee see the Folder No an letins No.
2 end No. 3. of the Commission on Religious Tducetion of The
Norvnern Baptist Convention. .

State Directors of Sunday School Vork have been employed by
the national Sunday school agencies for some yesars.

2. This list of churches is taken from Cope, p. 150, and also
from the replies to the questionaire.

3. Religious Pducation, Vol. VII, p. 279.
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the Religious ZEducation Association the Association of Church
Directors Qf'ReligiouS'Education was formed, and has since
held yearly meetings.l The purpose of the Association of
Church Directors, as expressed in the preamble to the consti-
.tution adopted, is, "to help define the position of Director
of Religious Education end his relation to the church end to
the psstor, and to help create end maintain proper stendards
of professional treining snd equipment for those occupying
this position: slso fo promote fellowship snd the exchange

of ideas among these workers". The qualificetions for member-
ship-set the stenderd for £11 Directors of Relicious Zduca-
tion. Ah active meﬁber of the Association must meet the fol-
lowing conditions; (1) he must have a college degfee or its |
equivaelent in training, (2) he must have had a three yeats
theological course with cour ses in religious education or

~ two years in an app:oved school of religious pedagogy, (3)
he must be a salaried worker, either in g. church or a denom-
inational position Qﬁ a full timé basis. _

The qualificetions set by the Associstion of Directors
is hich, and es yet nqt meny ere able to reach the stendard,”
There are approximetely 20 Directors emplyed in Baptist Church-
es in the United States.o Of this number six replied to the

1. See Religious Eduecstion, Vol. IX, .pp. 186-188, for the con-
stitution of this associetion adopted in 1914. See also ’

Vol. XII, pp, 50-51.

2. A number of seminaries are now offering courses in prepar-
ation for this work; amone them Chicago, Union, Yale, and
Boston Universitr; other schools offer some work.

For a suggested course see Religious Education, Vol. VIII, 472.

3., This number is based on en estimate from the replies to hhe
gicstionasire, ocrd replies to inquiries sent to the Religious %

Tducation nssociation and the Am. Bap. Pub. Soc.




quéétionaire sentﬁhem. Of these six,five have the déllege
degréequ.B.>and threce of the five also hgve the degrees of
A.’I. and Ph.D. Three have had seminary training and one the
equivalent in o missionary training school. One has had ex-
perience on both the home and foreign fields as a missionary,
one had been for ten years & paid state secrefary of a Sﬁn-
day school association, and two had experience as pastors
and leaders of various forms of religious educational work,
before taking up their present positions. Of the six Direc-
tors heard from, three only, met all the qualificastions set

by the Association of Church Directors for membership.

The Director has duties concerned with the whole life
of the church, but his most important work is done in and

thru the Sunday school as the church school. His function is

to unify the whole éducstioneal life of the church, to orgsn-
ize, correlate and'supervise all the religious activities,
"and to select and train the educatioﬁal lcaders.l

As to the value of the Director of Religious Lducation
in the general developmgnt'of the Sundey school, one cannot
speek except in the most general.tgrms. As yet very few Bep-
tist churches have employed Directors, hence it is difficult
to state the specific value of the movement to the Sunday
school. There seem to be greet possibilities for development,

1. This general statement is sﬁmmarized from the statements

of six dircctors who replied to the question concerning their

duties. )

See Religious Tduestion, Vol. IX, pp. 3-5,,for the function
of the Director &s outlined by the Association of Directors;
Vol. X, pp. 55 ff.,for a discussion of the work of the Direc-

tor from the standpdint of the problems he has to fTace.
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yet one of the leaders among Baptist Sqnday schoollworkers-
says, "The work of the Director of Religious Tducetion in
the local Baptist church hes not deveioped es rapidly as it
seemed to promise a few years ago".l There‘are two possible
explangtions fér this Jack of development. In the first place
theré are féﬁ men prepared for such positions, and in the
second place there is the finsncisl difficulty of peying &

second highly treined man in the local church.

In its development the Sund=zy scﬁool haé gradually
found it necessary to extend its function beyond that of the
original Sunday school idea and to cooperate with other agen-
cies which heve an.edﬁcational aim.2 As the Sunday school
came to be the real school of the church it had to meet the
requirements of a resl schoolﬂ and this meent an cxtension-
of its activities beyond the brief session on Sundey. The
educetion that could be given in 52 half-hour periods per
year, manifestly canmot éompare favorebly with the education
received in the public schools with their longer sessions.5
In its work of education the Sundesy échool has glso found
other agencies which are working,to & common end, and there-
fore, for the scke of efficiency, hes begun to seek means

of cooperation. This indicetes an enlarged view of the place

1. Chelmers,%m.E., Educstional Secretery of the Americen Bap-
tist Publication Society, under dete of Jan. 3,1917,

2. Cope,H.F. The Modern Sundsy School 2nd its Present Day Task,
Ch. XXII. : o

3. Replies from 47 Sundsy schools show that the length of the
sessions in 28 schools were 30 min. or less, in 9, 40 min.,
in 10, 45 min. Only one, an 2dult class, holds & session of
more then 45 minutes. e



of religious development in the general educetion of young
peopie and e recognition‘of the fact that the religious and
secular agencies must compnlement each other's work, since
they both aim at the best possible development of fhe indi-
vidual.

This extension and cooperafion has geined expression in
e number of different forms, such as the Daily Vecetion Bible
School, and cooperation with the public schools. A careful
readihg of the reports of various organizations for Sunday
school development snd of the recent litersture, on both re-
1igieus and seeular education, will show that the leaders,in
both fields are giving a great deal ef attention to the prob-
lem of cooperation;1 The replies to the questionaire also chow
that the locel Suﬁday chool workers are tryine to meet the
problem, and in addition to cocperation with the public schools,
are trying to use other religious agencies for the purpose of
expressional activity anq practicel application of the train-
ing received in the Sunday school. Among the zgencies named
in the replies are the Y.M.C.A., young peoples' societies,
mission societies, and community tescher-training institutes.

It is yet so near the date of the origin of these var-
ious forms of extension and cooperation that it is difficult
to select the more valuable. Those selected for discussion
here asre taken as typical rather than as g complete list. Deily

Veceticn Bible Seheols and cooPeration 17ith the public schools

1. See the references in the bibliography, especially the vol-
umes of Religious Education for the current literature on

this genereal cun ject.
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are the forms most discussed in the current literature and
consequently thHe best knowm. It must be kept in mind that
they are not really part of the Sunday school- itself, hence
it is not our purpose to discuss them except in so fer os

they ere related to the development of Baptist Sundey schools.l

The Daily Vacation Bible School ié & school conducted
during the sumrer vacation, in a church, or e school, or other
suiteble building, by expert Christien teachers. It has as its
purpose the "conservation of child life". The pupils range'in
cze from four to fourteen. The sessions of the school are us-
ually held five mornings during the week.. “ts coursé of study
_ consists of the following parts or somethiag similar:z

' Bible - Stories, memory, hendwork, drame,

Ifusic - Church and gospel hymns, nature, petriotic,
. folk-songs.

lZlanugl- Fandwork in cord, cloth, paper, reed, raffia,
wood, metals etec.

Hebit talks, first aid, celisthenics, geames,
outings, stereopticon lectures, picnics etc.
Commencement end exhibit at the close.
The origin of the Daily Vacsastion Bible Schools goes back
to the middle of the nineteenth century, but in théir present
form they grew out of the problem presented by the arrival of

large numbers of foreigners, and the congestion they caused

1. See Wood,C.A. School and College Credit for Outside Bible .
Studz,_and Chappel,H.B. B. The Church Vecetion School .

2., Chapvel, Ch. I. o Pub. S Benbist
See also the leaflet of the . Bap. Pu 0C. entis ly
Vacction Bible Schools "In the Heart" of the “1%6 Yeer Prozram,

from which this is trken.
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1 The situation

in the larger cities of the eastern states.
in the foreign settlemenfs of the cities was analogous to
that in the colonial days when dharity sSunday schobls arose,
and the lesders of various denominations recognized their op-
portunities.fbr practical mission work at home.2 The Vacation
' School is no 1onger confined to foréign séttlements but is |
spreading thru out fhe Middle West, as will be shown later.

So fer as the Baptists are concerned,the Daily Vacstion
Bible Schools were first.establishéd‘by.Rev._Robert G.Boville,
in 1901, in fi{e different churches in New York city.5 These
schools were 1éter iﬁcorporated in the Nationél Daily Vacation
Bible School Association..The work continued local in charac--
fer anmong Baptists for a number of years, but was assisted by
the Americsen Baptist Publicétion Society when possible to do so.4
The number of these schools increcsed until the attention of
the national leadcrs was called to them,ahd at the Northern
Baptist Convention inA1914, a resolution was passed request-~
ing the Publication Society to investigate the matter of the
Daily Vecation Bible Schools with a view to the superintendence
end development of them. As a result of this movement the Soc-
iety appointed a Superintendent for the work, beginihing Jan- '
uary 1, 1916. Since then, a litersture has been prépared and ~

an organization effected to serry on the work. The Superinten-

1. See Cﬁappel, Ch. I.
2. See paze 6 and ff.

3. Boville,R.G. in Encyclovedia of Sundny Schools and Rel. Td.

4. Report of the Publicestion Socipty, 1915, p. 1041, 1916,p. 380.
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dent reported that in the summer of 1915, in the churches
of the Northern 3Baptist thvention, 10,020 children were
enrolled in such schools. An interesting fact is noted,

that of 70 schools reported during 1916, only 10 were west
of the Mississippi river, and of these 5 were in Missouri.
New schools to be held in 1916, were provided for in Salt
Lake, Kansas City, Los Angeles, San Diego, Long Beach, San
Francisco, Oskland, San Jose, Sacramento, Portland, Seattie,
Denver, and Trinided, showing ﬁhat the movement was repid-
ly going westward. | _

It is yet too early to judge of the véiue'of the Va-
cation School, beccuse it is impossible to tell just how
extensively it is used , and becguse there has beén as yet -
no standardizing of the work. Both the Northern and  South-
ern Beptist leaders recognize it as & means of value in re-
ligious educsation. This is seen.by,the fact that the Vace-
tion School is discussed in the publications of the two pub-
lishing houses, on methoas of extending the educational work

of the church.l

'As will be seen in the following discussion there are
two general plans éccording to which the Sundey school co-

operates with the public school for religious training out= -

1. See leaflet of the Sunday School Board, Present Day Move-
ments for Bible Btudy in Educational Institutions,end leaflet
of the Americen. Baptist Publication Socletly on Daily Vacation
Schools, also report of the Society,1916, p. 380 and ff.

In the replies to the questionaire the Fourth Baptist Sun-
dey school of Philadelphia was the only one to report =
Vecetion Bible School. ,



'side of its own session. Each of these general plans is
- worked out differently’in the various locelities where they
. have been tried, but for sake of convenience gnd simplicity

we shell consider only those thdat are essentizlly different,

and clsssify them uvunder the types of "Ueek-Day Religious In- -

struction™ and "Accredited Bible Study".liThe-characteristic
of the first is thet the instriiction is given during the.reg-
ular school hours but outside the publiec schools, thé chil-
dren being dismissed from the public schools to go to such
church schools &s the parents may choose. The charaoteristic
of the second is that credit is given in the publiq school
for Work done in the regular Sunday soﬁool. Fvidence will be
given to show that Baptists are cooperating in both of these
forms, tho'at present it is not possible to show how exten-

sive the cooperation is.

The Interdenominagtional Committee on Week-Day Religious

Instruction of Ilew York City has worked out a plan which at-
tempts tolfit,ip detail;tﬁe qompiications that arise in av
large city Wherodtbereqare‘mény denomiﬁations and vhere the
public school system is of such a neture &s to permit of the
closest cooPereﬁion. According to thé nlen as published by )
the Committge two principles are in?olved, as follows; "(1)
The developmént of the child's 1life should be a unitary pro-.

cess in the light of modern psychology cnd education. That

1. Prof. Coe makes this distimction in 4 General View of
lovement for Correlating Religious Educstion with Public
Schools, 1n Rellicious —aucetion vVol. XI, pp. 109-122.
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development should include in proper correlation the physi-
4csl,'mental, and religious tmaining of child life. (2)’The
American principle of the separation of church and state is
reaffirmed."1 The Committee has also made definite require- -
ments as to teachers and equipment and has worked out a sched-
ule of class work. The religious instruction may .be given in - -
schools conducted by & local church or by a community school
in which & number of churches cOOperate. cAll_the verious de-~
nominetions ame represented onithe city end district committees
and the'whole work is conducted in anlnndenominafthalispirif;z
It is not worth while %o discuss'the plans inldeteilkbecause)'
they are Just now tacing shape and any description would be
inaccurate in a short time. An interesting experlment is now
under way in a community school centering around Public.'Sahool -
No. 45 in the Brooklyn district, under the leadership of a .
Baptist pastor.” : s | ‘

In other'cities similar plans sare oeing ‘worked out
but the only direct 1nformation at hand is from Toledo Ohio
where the Ashland Ayenue Baptist Sunday school reports coop-,}
eration in a community Week-Day Beligious Education Council.

Perhaps the best known plan 1s that adopted by the
churchss in Gary Indiana. Much has‘been'written about this

plan and it has been adOpted in mora or less modifiad fornL ;P

1. This is quoted from a laaflct sent by Mies Davis Assistant
Secretary of the Committee.™ . . ;
See Religious nducation,’Vol X. pp. 559-365, and Vol. XI
. 123 b P %
Pghe recent changes in the. plan in the school centefing
around Public School No. 45 were made possible by the adOp—
tion cf the Gary Plan for‘the publie school. : iy
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in a number of other cities. In brief'the plan is this. The
children of the elemeﬁtaiy end high school grades are excused
from the nublic school for from one to six hours per week in
order to attend classes in their churches. They are excused
only at the request of the parents, the attendance at the
church classes being in no way compulsory. The churches pro-
vide the teadhers and the teaechers must have speciel train-
ing for the work. o public school fund is used to pay for
the religious instruction, no instruction is given in the
public échool, and no public school teachers are employed.
The churches paj the -expense of the instruction, provide all
the equipment, and’plan the curriculum. The plan was made pos-
sible by a change in the time schedﬁle of the pﬁblic schools
in such & way as to ellow the church school work to be dove-
tailed in. Other than the time schedule there is no connec=-
tion between the work of the church schoéls end that of the
public schools. The plan was suggested by the Superintendent
of the Gary Public Schools in 1914, and has since been worked
out by the different deﬁominations.l

The Baptist church-school in Gary co:rélates closely
with the Sunday school; The curriculum is en amplification
of the Keystone Series of_Sunday school lessons. The greding
follows the grading of the Sundey school and nbt'that of the
public school. The classes meet at the church on two days of

the week &t speciel hours arranged to suit the pﬁblic school

1. For complete discussions, mainly from the interdenomina-
tional and the public school points of view, see Religious
Tducetion, Vol. IX, p. 392, Vol. XI, pp. 109- 122, b-19,

221-226, 434-443. ’
The reply to the questionaire and material from The Gar x

Baptist Bulletin were used in this account.
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schedule. This gives three periods each week for the same
sort of work as was fofmerly done in the regular Sunday
school period. |

~-In December 1916, this school enrolled 16 classes with
a total membership of 106. In the Sunday school classes of -
corresponding sges there ﬁere enrolled at the same time 160.
Thatrthe work is successful and is of value is indicated by
the foct that it is continuing efter two years of trisl, and
also by the fact that the enrollment increased from 66 in
January 1916 to 106 in December of the same yeer.

The Sundey schooi workers of the state and national
agencies have assisted the Gary Baptist Church in fhe work
_of this week-day school. Tarly in 1914 the Tducetional Sec-
retary of the Americen Baptist Publication Societ§ went to
Gary to study the situation.l The Director of Sunday School
and Young Peoples' work for Indians, (an officer under the Ed~
ucational Depertment of the Americen Baptist Publication Soc-
iety) also spent consideraﬁle time in Gary essisting in work-
ing out the plan. The Publiéaticn Society haé also cided in
the work by helping to pay the teéchers of thé church week-day
school. Since_thé beginning of the school assistanée has also

~

 been given by the stete and nationél Elementary Work Directors
of the Publication Society.> '

The Sunday school ie&defs of the denominétion are work-
ing on this plan of cooperation with the public school, and

when methods and curricule have been standardized the plan will

1. Report of the Publication Society, 1915, pp. 1041, 1036.

2. Sce the Gary Beptist Bulletin,Nov. 26, 1916, p. 3.




be tried out in other schoois. The Lmerican Baptist Publica-
tion Society has recognized the immortance of the work in Gary
to the extent of sending its workers to assist in making the
plens and also of giving aid in payment of the special teeschers.
The work of the Gary Baptist church school is reported in the
1915 report of the Society, in which it is seid in commenda-
tion, that,"one marked feature of the day schooi work is the
atmosphere of work and study which is foun@ in the classes

and which is often absent from the Sﬁnday school clasS.... The
flexibility of the plan snd its adeptability under varied con-
ditions are shown by the fact that it is now in‘succesful op-
eration under most of the conditions likely to be met with in . -
any community."l Further recosnition by the denomination hés
“been given thru the Commission on Religious Educetion of the

liorthern Baptist Convention-in its Bulletin on The Church and

the Public\School in Religious Educatibn, and thru the Sunday

School Board in its leaflet discussing Present Day Movements .

for Bible Study in’ Bducational Institutions.>

~ We come now to a'type of cooperation in which the pub-
lic school does not change itls schedule.to allbw time for day
school instruction in thé churches, but éives academic credit
for work done in the regular Sundéy school. In the'week-day
religious instruction thefe is no credit given by the public
school or the church school for the work of the other. This

1., Pages 1055-1056.

-

2. There ere many &administrative problems to béAsolved before
the plen cen be put into operstion very extensively. For
a discussion of some of these problems see Religious Educa-

tion, Vol. XI, pp. 109-122.
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movement for public school credit for Bible study is ;gpirely
distinct from the week-day religious instruction plan,miﬁ‘its
origin and deévelonment. Two genersl plans of Accredited Bible
Study are found, the North Dakots Plan and the Colorcdo Plan.
These plans have been adapted in various cities and states in
the western and southern portions of the Unitcd States.

" The Horth Dakote Plan is = plan to encoursge thorough
Bible Study by high school students.‘By it the work is planned,
. standardized, and given academic credit. It was proposed by
Prof. Vernon P. Squires of the University of Iorth Dakots, at
the meeting of the State Educational Associsztion held in Fargo,

I.D., in November, 1911. The proposal was that, as a puide to

systematic Bible study, the Stete Board of duwcation which has
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general direction of the high schools of the state, should author-

jize a syllabus for use by students individually or by such groups
as micht be organized outside regular school work, and thgt to
any one passing an examination based on the syllabus a half unit
of credit on the high school course should be allowed." 1 A
committee was appointed to draft a detailcd plan end the syl-
1a¥%§/\ge%g2t%%gh School Conference of city superintendente

from a1l over the state, and given unanimous endorseﬁent. Soon
after this the plan was officielly adopted by the State Board

of E;ucétion,in sy, 1912, Sincg its adoption the plan has been
put in = number of the high schools of the stete and has re-

ceived the supnort c¢f the stete Sund<y school association and

1. Squires, Vernon P. in Religious Educction, Vol. XI, pp. 20-27.
»rof. Squires tells how he beceme intercsted in this subject,
in Religious Zducation, Vol. VIII, pp. 286 ff.




of »rectically ell the denominations.

The Coloresdo Plen originated zt cbout the ssme time as
Athe Horth Dakota Plan, but had an entirely independent origin,
The first suggestion seems to have come from the Young “omen's
Christian Association at State Teachers College at Greeley,
and Waé approved and‘an oulline course planned by the linis-
teriel associstion of the city, under the leadership of Rev.
D.D.7orwerd, pastor of the Tirst Baptist Church.l 4t the be-
gihning of the schooluyear or 1911-12, the‘state Teachers |
Collégg offered credit for Bible study in the churches of the
éity on a par with the.credit given to students who had,éome
from other colleges ﬁherg cburses in Bible were pursued for
creditf Immediateiy the »lan wes adopted by eight churches
and a total ¢f 133 students were enrolled, 30 of whom in the
Beptist Sunday échool. Thé college set cértain.étandards as
to the qualifications of the te-chers and the cherccter of the
wofk that was to be acéreqited. THis scme plah has since been
extended to the high schools of the state where the work has
to meet the general conditions of the standard of the lorth
Central Association in order to be approved.w

‘These plans have 2180 received recognition by the denom-
-ination in the.reports and Bulletins named previously, but no
informétion has evor been collected showing how many Baptist

Sundey schools have been effected by these plans of coopera-

1. See Religious Education, Vol. VI, pp. 35-36, 460-463: Vol.
XI, pp. 124-126; and Bulletin Series XII, No. 17, pp. 5-6,
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and Series AIV, Ho. 7,0f State Techers College, Greeley, Colo.

2. Religious Zducetion, Vol. XI, pp. 124 fT.




tionvwith the public school. In order to get information from
some of the schools toking advantage of these plans, the ques-
tionaire askei for plans of cooperﬁtion with the public schools.
The Tacts as given in some of the replies will be cited here. -
In llanhattan,Kansas, sa ﬁlan‘has been arranged for credit in the
Iansns State Agricultural College, for outside Bible study; tho
at the present time no classes are heing conducted in the BPap-
"tist Sundey school. The. First Baptist Sundesy School of Greeley,

Colorado hes clesscs for credit in both the Stete Teschers Col-
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lege and the high school of the city. The First Paptist Sundsy

School of Burlington, Vermont reports that a syllabus has been
prepared by the st=te Sundey school association and the public’
school authoritieé, work on which is given credit in the public
schools..The First Baptist Sunday School of Iverett, Washington
revorts a similar arrengement. Other Sundsy schobls that report-
ed some form of cooperstion with the public schools, are the
Tourth Baptist of Providehgé, Fhode Island, the I'irst Beptist

of Urbana, Illinois, and the Sécond Beptist of St.Louis.

Cooperetion between the Sundey school and the public
school is of so recent origin that as yet no standardization
has been effeétcd. “he pubiib school leaders have been more ac-
tive in the work than the Sundey school leaders, tho the lstter

4are awekening to their 0pportunity.l The leaders récoghize the

1. The Horth Dakota Plan originzted with Prof. Squires,of .the
University of North Dakota, the Colorado Plan was made pos=-
sible by the authorities of the State Teachers College, and
the Gary Plan by the change in the schedule of the public
schools, originated by the city superintendent, !r. 7irt,

See also Religious Zducgtion, Vol. X, pp. 540-548,




need for more unity of action béfween the two groups of workers
if there is ever 1o be the develovment that is demanded by the
welfare of ﬁhe'young péople concerned. ﬁvery plen that has
been worked out hagfits aim the religious cducation of the
boys and girls it is to reach, but it interprets that aim in
the light of locel cbnditions, hence as we have seen, every
nlan differs from evefy other in method. Lach plan also differs
in its curriculum. In Gary, the church supplies. the eufriculﬁm,
in Color=zdo &nd UWorth Dekote, the-curriCulé are based on syl-
1abi.prepared by or subject to the &bproval of the state author-
ities. The organization is of three tyves, the vacation school
which is apart from either the Sunday school or the public
school, the wee'i-day roligibﬁs instruction in the chgrch school
during the time of the regnlar school hours, ahd the work in
the Sundny school accredited in the public schoql. |

""hether these plans will continue as they are, or become
unified into a standsrd plan, or be wholly discerded, at least
this much hes been,accomplished:.they'have shown & widespread
recognition of the principié that the'religious education of
young people is a matter for serious considerétion, and that
it should be put on a basis compersble to that of the general
educztion acQuire@ in the public schools. ' o

Among Baptists the lead has been taken by the Cammission
on Religious Education of the Noxthern Baptist Convention whose

Bulletin, The Church and the Public School in Religious Cduca-

tion, reviews the work done and offers suggestions for its ex-

‘tension and improvement. The principle on which the cooperative
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work is based is stated as follows:

" THe Dantist position of the sensration of church and
state leads to the conclusion that it ig inconsistent to
use tax supported institutions for private religious pur-
rosSes. _ ' '

The teaching of rcligion is a private responsibility.
Religious instruction means instruction in some faith.
lMlatters of faith are of private judgement and not of pub-
lic choice.

The primary respounsibility for religious instruction
lies in the family. The secondsry responsibility lies with
the church. '

Zvery church will lose one of its grestest privileges
if it relinguishes the tecching of religion to the steote.

It is important that the develooment of the child's
life be a unitary process. The conception of educstion
must include reiigious training, since éducetion is the
nrocess of develoning a religious person.”

In its recommendstions the Commission -advises that full
preparation be made in order to insure efficiency in the worlk,
end with rezard to the week-dsy cooperation says,

" Yieek=dcy instruction affords opportunity to complement,
not to dunlicste the work of the church school on Sundaey.
Tf the child c-n have three periods of work in religion
each week inst of one, it will be »nossible to arrance a
fairly complete curriculum of religious instruction, some-
thing at present not yet provided in the United Stotes.”
Among the recommendstions of a practical sort offered, are

a course of study for all er~des up thru the high school and

)

schedule planned to fit 21l the gredes. In addition it of-
fers the following as a genecrel guide to leaders:
" Recommendetions

(1) A more serious study to provide en adequate program
of religious education for the young in the time now avail-
able, especially on Sundry morning. "o demend should be
made for the use of public school time until we make ad-
equate use of the time now available.
(2) The reising of educcotionel work of the church to the
point of efficiency where we cen claim the right of cred-
its and =scademic recoegnition.
(3) ?lan to secure community unity of action.on :
' (a) A thorouch survey of the needs.
(b) A progrem of work in relicious educetion.
(4) Detter physicsl eguinment for educetional work in the
church.



(5) Secure the employmént of professionally trained
directors: :
(a) Zither for a2 local church or (b) for a group of
. churches. ’
(6) Prepare for week-day instruction special courses of
study end plans of coordinated activity of service. This

gives the opnortunity for the much-needed work in history,

doctrine, conduct, church relations, and generzl re- .
ligious ideces.

(7) Develop the vacation Bible school plan. This affords

opportunity to experiment in the field of week-day re-

ligious instruction. ’

(8] Become acquainted with the work of the public school.”

The Commission,in its broad vision of the possibilities

of this work, recognizes the practicsi 1imitations to Which‘
the local chnrch is subject and so recommends, not for Baptist
- welfrre alone, a community Council of H§ra1 end Teligious Td-
ueation, in which not only the Sunday school and church, but
also thé Y.1LC. L., the Y.7.C."., the city clubs, and the pub-
lic school officers should be represented;z Thié would lead in
the end, not to a school in every individual church but to a
community 8¢ho9l, more effestive becauée better-equioped and

better-administered, leaving to the Sundaylschool the 8pesific

function of giving the distinctive church teachings.

1. Bulletin No. 4. pp. 4, 7, 8.
2, Bulletin Lo. 4. ». 10.
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SECTION IV

The Present Status To summarize the results of the devel-
of the Sunday .

School among opment within Baptist Sundey sehools in the
Baptists in the

United States, United States, we find there are now certain

 very definite organizations that have deve10ped as means of
aiding the Sundey school in realizing its aim. Pirst, and in
direct contact With the young people in whose lives the zim
centers, are the local Sundsy schools. But the locsal schools
were not able to secure for themselves the best cﬁrriculum,
trained leaders, or adequate equipment without cobperation;
hence directing organizations have arisen. These aré the state
Sunday school boards and associstions which maintain expert
superintendents énd directors to aid and guide the local schools,
and the hational organizations which perform the double duty
of giving national supervision and producing and distributing
the materials of the course of study and the equipment needed
by the locel school. In addition to these direct Sundey school
orgenizations, the school has found that cooperstion with the
public school is of value in helpihg to rerlize its aim.

Tith all theée means of extension and development, it
would sezm thet there is sufficient machinery of organization,
But these thiﬁgs are means to the end which the Sundéy school
has in view, not the end itself. In relizing its aims there are

yet some problems that the.Sunday school must solvg.



"he
eeds
of the
Sunday
School
at

106

The immediate problems of the Sunday school rapidly
change with the chenge in surrounding conditions. At the be-

olnnlng of the present century one of the great problems was

Present.thet of providing an adequate currlculum.1 £1tho this problem

has not been finally solved the general method of its solution
hes been worked out. Other problems,to which more or less suc-

cessful solutions have been suggested, were teacher-training,

and the training of 1eaders in religious education who had the

seme brosad point‘of view as to aim, methods, organization, and

curriculum as the leaders in public education. But these prob-

lems are yet present in verying degrees in the -locsl schools.
™ith & view to getting a direct expression from the pres-

ent workers as to the problems before their schools, in the

questionaire it wes asked, " Thet, in your opinion, is needed

to further the immediste interests of the school and add to

its efficiency in realizing its aim?" The replies from 38 schools

have been tabulated under a number of headings. Some replies

gave several needs, others ~ave only one or two, while one ex-

pressed a condition all too comrmon by seying, "Don't know".

The needs--—=-=-=-===--------—---------- ----ilo. of replies.

Detter departmental eguipment-------=----ee—ecooc-oo-- 5

lew building edapted to epreded school work-------===-= 10

4 1ibrary-=---m--cmmmmmmm e e cmm e e m e e oo 1

Curriculum--4A course better adanted to the nleqcnu
needS.~—~--~--m-mmmmmmemcac e e~ —— 1

Better trained tcachersS———=—mcmmemeccccc e cccccccmeme 14

Teacher-training class=--=--====----comecmecccoonaa-—- 1

Trained officers-----=e--- cmmmmcmccmecccacccec———————— 3

Director of Religious Zducetione-==-=-=--emeecaa—aa---- 3

1. See renorts of the Am.Bap.Pub. Soc.,,1961, p. 70, 1902,p. 22.
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Grading to the public,and merit promotion----------- 1

llore orzanizZed clgSSeS-—-mm—mmmccmm e -—-3

Education comnittee----=--mecmcccaa-- —_—————- ———————— -~ 1
" Recognition of the mission of the Sunday school on

the oart of chirch members------===---- ——===2 —===== 5

Zecoenition of the immortance of the intermediate

du“”ftﬂent--——-——-------- -------- Rttt 1
' gxpie°S1onal worlk under & competent dircctor--Tome-

thing for children to do~-=-=----==- B it 3

csunday school attendaonce by the church members------ ]

Church eattendance by Sunday school scholars--=------ 4

liore of earnest spiritual life and preyer on the

vert of officers and tefchOrS———=m=mm—mmmcmcmicocaa 3
A ot £ off3 ; i :
Consecration of officers and tcgchers------- ————————— 10

o

Perhaps it is notl worth while to attempt eny general con-
clusion from these replies, but they are given to indicate the
practical problems before the Sunday school, of which better

equipment end better-trained officers and teachers demand im-

L‘

s

ediste.attention. Some of the replies from the better trained

n

worxers will be given to show what those who are working in a
professional spirit on the solution of Sunday school problems
heve hefore them. The needs as stated are:

" 1. Illore mission study.

2. Illore emphesis on definite life work problems for proper
aces. Intensive study to recruit ministers and mission-
aries.

3 Solution of written work and expressional worl: problems;
very unsatisfactory now.

4. lore collese trained tcerchers.

5. A city nlan esmong all proteutant ehurches to

(2} Distriet the city and give cach church a definite
section to cultivate.

(b) llore cooperation with all agencies to solve the so-
cclled "boy problem" which is rcally a "man problem"

6. lleed a new plant for the school. Plene are in the making
for it. Use now a dark, damp basement for three depart-
ments and some adult worlz. Plant needed. badly for social
and club work.

7. Get children to attend church with parents." .

( *rom the First Baptist Sundsy School, Lansing, Uich.vn-
rollment about 740. Sent by the Director of Religious
Zducetion.)
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A reply of an cutircly different charccter, but no less rep-
recentative,comes from the Temple Baptist Sunday 3chool, lfin-
‘neapolis, Iinn.( ¥nrollment 580)

" Decper responsibility on the part of the teachers.

llore alert attention on the part of some department super-

intendents.

Heed a feeling of the purposefulness of the whole thing."

A reply from a sma8ller city indicates that the needs there are
much the same as in the larger cities.
" A new church equipped for modern Sundey school work.
‘A library.

llore trained tecchers.

liore complete organization of the departments which can-

not be had without separate departments for all.”

(First Paptist Sunday school, Clinton, llo. Enrollment 450)
From the replies of some of the workers in the best schools
there comes the very definite statement that & need of another
sort from those that have been mentioned, is making itself
felt. This is a need for ¢ closer correlation of the work of
the Sunday school and the church, with training for real ser-
vice and exprcssional service for those that are trazined.

It would be of value to compare the needs of the rural
Sunday schools with those of the city, but as yet there has
been no such study made on & scele large enouch to werrent gen=
eral conclusions. By wey of illus@%tion of what mey be found
in the rursl Sundsy schodls, the condition in those of the Bap;
tist churches of Boone County, Mo., is of interest. There are
19 sctve rurcl Pantist churches in the county. Of these 4 have
no Sunday school. Of the Sundey schools thet are in existence
2 are not contirued the full 12 months of the yecr. As to equip-

ment, only 2 of the schools have es many as 2 rooms for their

sessions, 3 of thc schools have maps, 4 have one blackboard each,
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3 have libraries with o total of 290 volumes. Of the 72 teach-
ers in all the schools, 10 have had some pedagogicsl training,
bt none have had speciel training in the 3ible with & view to
gacning it. Graded-lessons are used in 3 of the schools, but
the others use Uniform lessons. The total Sundsy school enroll-
ment in the Beptis’ Sundey schools of the county is 647, while

c S |
tre church nembership is 2,538,

E?g ‘e have secn how,in the past, the aim of the Sunday school
§§n§§§ has changed with the dhanges in the conditions and needs of the
School. time. Tack of all the changes there is & fundamental aim that
can be seen only in the light of what is being accomplished. Zv-
ery worker must have e practical purpose or aim in wview if he
is to accomplish anything, and it is that practical aim that
must alﬁays be considered in the present. Vith the purpose of
gettiﬁg e direct expression from the workers in the local schools
this queétion was asked: " What is the present aim of your Sun-
dey school?" The rcplies as rcceived from 44 schools have been

tabulated &s follows;

Terms in which aims are expressed----~-—ee---- Io. of replies.
The religious educction of chil@dren~-------cccaccccaa- 3
The development of servicesble and efficient

Christian character--~ececmmcm o ccaeceeea 03
Zvangelism and conversioNe-—-—emceccccmccccmcmccccca——ea 23
study and tesching of the Bible--=-mmecccmcmcaaoaoaoo 8
Church membership from the Sunday school----=-ceaaea-a -6
Increase in attendonce--—ccemccccmcmm e 6
Sfficiency and better organization and equipment------ 9

In the questionaire, immediately following the question

From a recent survey of the religiouns conditicons oi

o

3oone County.
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quoted above,this one was placed: " To what degree is the school
reglizing its aim?" The replles give some good sucgestions to
one sttempting to interpret the aims as tabulated in the pre-
ceding parcgraph. To the question,42 revlies were received.
Teking the expressions most dommonly given, we find statements
which cen be summarized as follow
Conversions, four schools report 181 conversions within 1 yr.,
9 schools renort conversions without giving the number;
Growth, 7 schools report a gradual growth,while 1 reported
that its enrollment goel had oeen attained, enother that it
had been a "stenderd school”™ Tor 4 years;
Development, 5 schools reported unsatisfactory conditions,
but 16 revortrd encoursging deveclopment;
Efficiency, exnressed in some replies &s approximately 50,
50, 70, and 75 ver cent;
EZvery revnly indicated that there was some problem needing
immedicte solution if the school was to reaglize its aim.
There eare elways some leaders who set high ideals for
the workers in any movement. The Sunday school has its leaders
who set ideals for its workers. Some of these ideals we shall
note. The Commission on Religions Educetion of the Horthern Bap-
tist Convention has defined the purpose of the Sundey school as
" the development of efficient religious character by means of
definite, organized, and corcfully seleeted instruction in the
Bible and in the religious life by the sociel grouping of young
lives in religious environment, end by directed activity. It
deals partiémlarly with youth, and works principally Ly means
of instrvetion and social grouring. It is 'the school of the

church', meeting on Sunday for class_study."l The Second Bap-

tist Suniay School of St.Louis has its aim placed definitely

1. See fulletin Ilo. 2 A Progrem of -ellﬂious Tducetion in a
Locel Church, p. 8. Also ~ulletin 10. @, D. O
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before its workers; " From the beginning to the end our aim is
to let the pupil Xnow the ideals of Jesus, to trust the pu-
ril's conscience to appreciate them while the spirit of God
reveals them thru our work, to induce him tc prectice them, .
znd to strengthen his effort by thé example and compsnionship
of others who are trjing to do likewise."l The Superintendent

| of the "3ible School” of the First Baptist Church, Los Angeles,
Celifornia, in his discussion of "The Tducational Plan" says,
" e take the child from babyhood and endecavor to follow him
throughout his life, suiting to his different stages of devel-
opment the wholesome influences of Christian thought. Ve cher-
ish as our ideal of work to produce manhood and womanhood that

will reflect the image of the llgster."

From the evidence submitted in this thesis it is obvious
that Baptist Sunday schools have developed as the distinctive
teaching institution of the denomination in the United States.
"his fact has been given recognition by the suthorized educa-
tionzl leaders of the church who have set = goal for the school
in the peart it is to play in the development of the church it-
self in the immediate future. The liorthern Baptist Convention
in 1915 adopted as its goal &""Five Year Program" &s follqws:

" 1. A million additions to our church by Beptism.

2. A missionary force of 5,000 men and women in America
and the non-Christian world. :

S« Two million dollars of endowment for the llinisters
and Hissi@hries Renefit Boeard.

1. Trom the announcement of The Church School of the Second
Sentist Church, p. 4.




4, Student pastors in twenty-five universities,one
thousend Bantist students in theological semineries,
fifteen thousand in colleges and unlver81tleu; and
six million dollars for additional educetional en-
dovment and equinment at home and abrood.

5. An annugl income of six million dollers for missions
end benevolence."

The Commission on Religious Zducation of the Northern

Baptist Convention at once adopted the program as setting its

zoal, and defined the nlace of religious educction in attein-

ing the church goal. No better tribute to the velue of the

Sundey school has been given then that which follows as stated

1

by the Commission itself.

"

The most ecompletely orgenized teaching activity of the
present dsy church is the Sunday school. Tith several sys-
tems of craded lessons gvailable, it can readily be made
the center of the church's trolnlﬂs cctivitieseeeees A
sund v school thoroushly graded end well orgenized with

steff of well-trained officers and tecachers, using les-
sons adapted to each sevaratec dcpertment, with 1deals ex
pressed in the ten-point standard adopted for Daptist
Sunday schools, will soon be the most fruitful recruiting
prounqﬁor cn nvcrts to Christ and church membership. Sta-
tistics are said to show that in the normal growing church
eiehty-five ser cent of the increase in membership is gath-
ercd out of the Sunday schools. The aim of every school
should be to gather in every child and to keer every child
Tor the church.

On the basis of these facts we conclude that beyond
all controversy the Sundey school is the most importent
function of the church. Its efficiency will be the measure
of success which will attend Horthern Baptists in realiz-
ing the first goel of the Tive Year Trocram viz., a millior
addltlons to our churches by baptism.'

1.

Bulletin flo. 5, p. 3.
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