


























Helping
preemies
develop
quickly

Mizzou researcher
studies calcium
intake of premature
babies in search
for ideal formula.

New infant formulas may some day help
prcmature babics develop as quickly as they
would have in the womb. And finding those
formulas may be possible now because of a
ncw mcthod of tracking a baby’s calcium
intake, which was dcveloped at the Univer-
sity.

While more and more premature infants
survive each year because of recent medical
advances, providing the same nutrition the
baby would have reccived if carried full-
term s still the single largest problem in
saving these infants, says Laura Hillman,
professor of child hcalth.

“So far, we have not been able to provide
the same vital nutrition a full-tcrm baby re-
ccives from its mother through the placenta
during the last three months of pregnancy.”

She explains that neither the latest infant
formulas nor a mother’s milk provide the
idcal combination of nutrients to help a
premature baby develop as the baby would
have after a full nine months in the womb.

Calcium is one of the most important cle-
ments premature babics may miss out on. It
is vital for building bones which are needed
for growth, strength and certain functions.
Hillman says babics bom two or three
months carly often have trouble brcathing
because of fractures that occur in the rib
cage. She says other weak bones of these
babics also fracture easily, causing infec-
tions or other complications.

While current formulas for premature ba-
bics have extra calcium and extra vitamin D,
which probably enablcs the baby to absorb
more calcium, Hillman says she is not satis-
ficd. She hopes the new method she devel-
oped to trace calcium in premature babics
will help her rescarch tcam find the best
formula to help premature babics grow
stronger.

“Our currcnt studics show that adding
calcium and vitamin D to formulas increases
thc amount the infant absorbs but also in-
creascs the amount the infant discards and
docs not result in the necessary total gain,”
she explains.

By providing babics with twoisotopes, or
different forms of calcium which are trace-
able, researchers will be able to track not
only the percent of calcium that stays in the
body and the percent discarded, but also the
percent going to cach area, such as the
bones, Hillman says.

“This will allow us to know if thc changes
we arc making in formulas are actually help-
ing the baby,” she cxplains. Hillman is now
using this ncw method to study variations of
infant formulas and variations of supple-
ments for mother’s milk that may help the
thousands of babics born prematurcly each
year.
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Reach 10,600
Mizzou Faculty
and Staff

with your message, product,
service or offer—place your
classified ad in Mizzou
Weekly. Vacation home to
rent? Specialty products or

services to offer? Needing to
car pool? Mizzou Weekly can
help you reach your audience.

Rates: 30 word maximum $3.

The Classified Advertising Section is
open only to faculty and staff members.
A home phone number is required in

all classified ads.

Publication deadlines:

June 3 for June 14 issue
June 17 for June 28 issue
July 1 for July 12 issue
July 15 for July 26 issue

Mizzou Classifieds: A great way (0 get

results. To get your classified ad in

Mizzou Weekly, simply fill out the form

at right and return it through campus
mail with your check, payable to
University of Missouri, to:

Mizzou Weekly

1100 University Place

Attn: Sherrill

Name

Depar tment

Daytime Phone

Run my ad in the following issue of
Mizzou Weekly:

Use this space to type your
classified message!

Category

BUY/SELL/TRADE
RENTALS

CAR POOL
SERVICES




N

KEEP YOUR COMPUTER SAFE!

* Be sure to lock your office when unoccupied.
* Restrict amount of keys given out to your office.

* Have your computer and printer engraved for
identification.

* Have your serial numbers recorded.

* Purchase security systems for locking your
machine to the desk. (Available at computer
stores)

* Call Crime Prevention, Sandy Lewis, 882-5923 or
88-7201 for more helpful precautions.

Computer Spectrum
T. A. Brady Commons Building

882-2131
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Need Multiple Copies at
Night or on Weekends?

Grants, manuscripts and proposals are not
always written between 9 and 5. If you are
working on projects in the evening or on
weekends and “quick copy” is closed come to

Ellis Library
Copy Service

On the first floor of the main library

We can run multiple copies, collate and
staple for you, all for only 5¢ a copy.

And, of course, we can also reduce, enlarge,
make 11x17 copies and colored paper copies.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-midnight We accept department IDOs,
Saturday 9-9 p.m. checks or cash.
Sunday noon-midnight
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