Trans-Atlantic Honor
Plant Science researcher is honored in Nottingham

Written by Randy Mertens (https://cafnr.missouri.edu/?author=10) - January 30, 2013

J. Perry Gustafson, adjunct professor in the Division of Plant Sciences at the University of Missouri, will be
honored Feb. 5 by the University of Nottingham (http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/), UK, with a glasshouse
complex named in his honor.

The approximately £1 million ($1.6 million) greenhouse facility recognizes Gustafson’s 40 years of research
to improve world wheat production.

Gustafson’s (http://plantsci.missouri.edu/faculty/gustafson.cfm) research focuses on plant gene manipula-
tion in cereals to increase quality and quantity of the crop. His studies include how chromosomes func-
tion, and how plant breeding and molecular techniques are used to manipulate genes from one species
of cereals to another.

Gustafson is a member of MU’s Interdisciplinary Plant Group (http://ipg.missouri.edu/) and was the world-
wide chair of the 9th International Plant Molecular Biology Congress
(http://www.amstat.org/dateline/index.cfm?fuseaction=viewevent&event id=1577). Gustafson, who also
served as a research geneticist in the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service before his retirement, earned
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Colorado State University and his Ph.D. in plant genetics from
the University of California, Dauvis.

“l feel I am sharing this honor with an additional 50-plus people whose names should be added to this fa-
cility,” Gustafson said. “This dedication is due to the pioneers that came before me, and those that | was
lucky enough to meet and work with including MU plant researcher Ernie Sears, Nobel laureate Norman
Borlaug and many others.”

Gustafson said the contribution of his research associate Kathleen Ross Dahlman cannot be stressed
enough.

A University of Nottingham research priority is global food security
(http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/globalfoodsecurity/index.aspx), including crops for the future. It recently re-
ceived a £2.2million research grant to use crop cytogenetics to study untapped reservoirs of genetic vari-
ation in wild varieties of wheat. Cytogenetics, which studies the structure and function of the cell, espe-
cially the chromosomes, is one of Gustafson’s research areas.

The university is located in Nottingham, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Ningbo, China. Nottingham is a re-
search-led institution. Alumni of the university have been awarded two Nobel Prizes this decade.
Nottingham is also among the top four universities in Britain in research income received, being awarded
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(http://cafnrnews.com/2013/01/trans-atlantic-honor/attachment/242327931/)




For more than 40 years, J. Perry Gustafson has hlped increase the quantity and quality of grain production.

over £150 million in research contracts for the 2009-2010 academic year.

In 2011, Nottingham had 30,370 full-time students and 2,735 full-time staff based on its UK campuses.
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(http://cafnrnews.com/2013/01/trans-atlantic-honor/neb-jpg-2002-missouri/)

J. Perry Gustafson (right) and Norman Borlaug. Borlaug was an American agronomist, humanitarian and ... Expand »

Give to CAFNR (https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1002/giving/index.aspx?
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