
Ask almost any I!:lGU senior about thc'''l'uve rn'' 
and he will probably direct you to the nearest 
s pot to TGIF' on Friday, celebrate a n A o n an 
exa m, or lament a lesser grade. But ask a 
IUI!:l graduate and he will tell you the "Tavern" 
was a hotel un Broadway where the Saturday 
night assemblies were held, "the place" to take 
tl d ate a nd dance to an orchestra for 50 cent:;. 

A full schedule of activities made commence­
me nt a majol' event for 1919 graduates, ::lome 
o f whom will be on the campus thi s June for 
th ei r Colden Annivcrsary. Baccalaurcate service 
in Jesse Ha ll (then eaJled Academic I-I all) ww; 
he ld o n Sund ay prior to graduation. The p roud 
senior a nd hi s classmates paraded around the 
Columns on Class Day exe rc ises held I\londay 
morn ing. Befo rc jeatous unde rclassme n, the c::lass 
prophecy, class poe m and traditional planting of 
the ivy took place . The following eve ning the 
Senior Ball was he ld in Rothwe ll gymnasium. A 
grand march and a " program of music and 
s tunts" elevated the Senior Ball above other 
school dances. 

On g raduatio n \\'ednesday. a process ion of 
members of the Board of Curato rs, faculty , 
v i:-d ting dignit.aries and gradua tes began in Aca­
demic Ha ll , e nding in front of the Columns 
where the ce remony took place. Because the 
Univers ity was on a tri-semester basis, gradua­
t.ion was held on April :20. 

Like Lh e 1919 senior, toclay's g raduate\\'ears 
a re nted cap and gow n. But. unJike his prede­
cessor, his class is too large to maint.ain t.radi­
tions s uch as prophecies, poe ms, and dances. 

War co nditions made the class of 19 19 un-
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usua lly s ma ll. Only ;322 uf the 968 ~ tud en t.s 
who ent.e red the l !ni vcn .. ;ity in IUI 5 received 
deg rees. The daily head lines of the Evening 
ll/isso/{ /"ion told of war cmiualties and Pres ident 
Wihwn 's Big Four mee ting; full page ads urged 
t.he reade r to buy Libe r ty bonds. 

Every draftab le male s tudent wa:; req uire d to 
join the St.udent. Army T raining Corps, ~imilar 
to the HOTC program 01" toda y. What' s more, 
nearly every male s tudent wanted to join the 
SATC. A 19H) g raduat.e told of hi s inability to 
be accepted in t.he SATC beca use he was under­
weight. He says he was finally allowed to don 
the uniform a fte r filling himself wi th bana nas 
and ot.her "weighty" food prior to s tepping 
on the scal el:> . 

I n th is pe ri od be fore the economic boom of 
the 20s, the value of the doltar was high. Cig­
arett.es cos t 18 cents a package; a coed could 
re ce ive orchids at the bargain rate of $ 1:2 pe r 
dozen; a pair of oxford shoes sold for $6.50; and 
a stude nt could ren t. a decent lodging for $ 1 () 
per month. 

The re were a few Similaritie s t.o today' s 
fashions. Me n 's s tiff s h irts, wide ties a nd tailored 
suits would go unnotice d (we ll , a lmost) on the 
s tree ts tod ay. Women 's skirt le ng th s resemble d 
the midi-dress a ncl ('arnaby Street s t.yles . Cocd s 
purchased sca rfs and a ccessor ies, ju st as he r 
1969 counterpa rt docs. 

Casua l dress was not. a part of ca mpus hfe 
in 19 19, however. Th e male stude n t wore a suit 
to class and, if he owned a sport coat, it was 
not. worn on campus. The coed was unde r 
dressed if she was without he r gloves, a nd most 



fem;tles wure hats in the cJ;l ..-..- rOU lll. 
'I'hi ..- formalit.y ill many in t'lt;l llces, seemed 

to be limited tu dress a lu ne. Sludents lwei seve r­
al favurite ..-pols to " je lly," or cukc date. The 
Hurri s Cafe on the Stroll way and Th e Palms 
on ('onley wcre household words to college 
students. The pla<.:e to mee t Ch ri s ti an Col lege 
girb was Pe nn 's phannacy. This drugstore had 
a bulcony, wherc a commun s ight was male 
stude nts "Ioukinguver" the Ch r istil;lll girl s be low. 

Ceci l B. elel\'lill e movies provided weekend 
e ntertainmen t., except for Sunday. With the ad­
vent of spring <.:ame picnics at the '-link (known 
as "blanket parties" to more re ce nt graduates). 
Columbia was "dry" in this periocl , but boot­
legging was probably not unhea rd of. 

It is apparen t that alumni from the Class 
of 1919 who return to the Columbia campus will 
nole drastic <.:hanges. However, it would seem 
unfair to label the <.:o ll egiate Hctivities of the 
1919 g rad s as com;ervative. A petition they 
drculatccl proves they, too, were active: "Feel­
ing Llwt week-end s a s they now end, end all 
too previous, the unders igned, beg, request, im­
plore and clema nd that from henceforward and 
he reafter all Saturday and Monday classes be 
di scon tinued becuuse of I ) the di s tance from 
Kansa s City or St. Loub, 2) poor train sc rvice, 
3) after e ffects, 4) Friday night dances and 
a ssemblies, 5) Sunday night 'ge t togethers,' 
and 6) weekend t r ips home." 

The 19 19 S(JUitOJ'WH S dedica ted to those who 
lost their li ves in the service. The wa r was de­
finitely an ove rhang ing c leme nt of the <;ampus. 
But the war was not the on ly major event of 

I!)I !). The Spanish inlluenza rel;lched epidemi(,: 
proportions, and u ma,..;s nursing :-;q uad of \'o lun­
teers came to '-lid the .-;i<;k. Local humcs and 
I'arker Ilospital, located next to what was then 
the l\l ed ica l Sd1001 in McAlester, wcre turned 
into Ou wards. i\ lany students lost the ir Ji ves 
during the ep idemic. 

Gradua teti of 1!J 19 felt thel11tie lves priv il eged 
to be g iven the ir diplomas th<lt April. The 
AliSSUIII';(t1l sa id in its April 2::J edition, "The 
Unive rs ity 01' i\Jis:souri halted today 10 recognize 
the achievements of those of its s tuclents who 
had completed the courses prescribed. There 
were 52 others who might have been on the 
li st." 

Dean Waltcr l\liller of the Gmduat.e School 
delivered an eu logy fur the 52 form er students 
who were killed in the war. Committees of s tu­
de nts, alu mni and facult"y formu lated plans fo r 
the e rection of the memo ri a l tower to be bui lt 
with alumni support. Thus, the 1919 commence­
ment was adually a memoria l to honor those 
s tude nts and a lumni "who gave up thei r li ves 
in the war." 

Promine nt alumni addressed the eager young 
graduates and , li ke today, honorary degrees 
were confe rred on dese rving persons. Alumnus 
Thomas 13. Catron, a form er ;.,rew l\l exico senator, 
predicted that, .. President Wil son will be beaten 
if he runs for President for a th ird term." E. W. 
Stephens, who like Catron gradua ted over 50 
yea rs before 1919, spoke of alumni support: 
" Frie ndsh ips made in the University should be 
capitalized in such a way as to make the a lumni 
a grea tel' force than eve r." 0 
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