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Fans celebrated MU's triumph 
over Kansas in 1990 as the bas­
ketball Tigers defeated 1he 

Jayhawks twice to rise to the top of 
the national rankings. Tom Ray, then 
president of the Missouri Students 
Association, used the occasion to put 
another spin on the ri valry. 

"We ' re losing here at home," 
screamed the headline in fliers and 
newspaper ads distributed through­
ootmid-Missouri. An MSA task force 
created the ads, which displayed a 
basketball, over which was printed 
thescore"Kansas 154,Missouri 101:· 
The numbers represent the dollars 
spent in the two states per person on 
higher education. 

" We picked Kansas because of 
the nalional attention that was fo. 
cosed on the basketball rivalry at the 
time:· says Ray. who graduated this 
spring with a bachelor's degree in 
pol it ical science and will enter law 
school at MU in the fall. "'The sad 
thing is that we could have picked 46 
others. That's how many states are 
ahead of us in 1his category . ., 

Ray has pushed for increased state 
support of higher education since 
becoming a Summer Welcome leader 

at Mizzou in 1989. The Kansas City 
native was elected an MSA senator 
his freshman and sophomore years, 
but didn't realize the seriousness of 
lhe funding situation until he began 
leading new students around Cam­
pus. 

" We'd tour Ellis Library and I'd 
lhink, 'Why has the library slipped in 
national rankings?' We' d talk about 
financial aid, and I'd think, ' Why 
can't we help more students, particu­
larly minorities?' We'd go around to 
various depanments, and I'd think, 
' Why are so many good professors 
leav ing?' hall came down to money ... 

Ray's concern for Mizzou comes 
naturally; both parents arc alumni. In 
Kansas City, his father, Robert H. 
Ray, BS Ag '60, is a sales manager 
for American Ingredients, and his 
mother, Virginia A. Smallwood Ray, 
BS Ed '59, MS '68. teaches home 
economics at Center High School. 
The family's emphasis on a good 
education paid off. as Ray posted a 
3.97 cumulative grade point average 
to graduate second in his class of250 
at Center High. 

But it was his involvement in the 
YMCA 's Youth-in-Government pro-

Sl/MMER 1991 



Tom Ray works for an 
education tax increase. 

THE BENEFITS 
• P1ogramimp1ovements, 

S10S.2million 
•(ommunitycolleges, 

S21.8 m~lion 
•S1uden1finoncialoid, 

S21.1 million 
•Equipmen1/maintenonce, 

SJ3mil!ion 
•Pe1fo1mance-basedlunds, 

Sll.Smillion 

• ~~r~ilfi~:nt1, 
•Minoritystholcrships, 

SS million 
•Universily£x!ension, 

Sl million 

THE FUNDING 
•A3/8-cl!fltsoles lax 
•A5-cen1increosein1he 

cigarette lox 
•A10percen1taxon 

smokeless tobacco 
•Anoddi1ional l.5percenttax 

011corpora1ionswithincome 
overSl00,000 

•Limi1ings1otedeductionson 
fedefDlincome1oxes 

gram that gave him a focus fo r his 
future. Ray wrote mock bills and met 
political leaders in Jefferson C ity 
during his high-school years, and it 
affec1ed him as nothing had before. 
"Politics grabbed me from the starl." 
he says. " I loved dealing with serious 
issues and realizing that you could 
help bring about a clrnnge." 

While serving an internship in 

Gov. John Ashcrofl's office 
this winter, he learned a little 

more about the political process. Ray 
researched leg:il matters and tracked 
legislation for the governor, and when 
appropriate, let his lhoughts be known 
on the education tax increase. 

A self-described liberal Republi­
can, Ray was di sappointed in 
Ashcrofl's initial reluctance to sup~ 
pon 1hceducationeffon. " He's made 
a living by defending the s tatus quo, 
and you can'I say that's wrong. 

"But the srnte has an obligation to 
suppon higher education to a gre:ttcr 
degree. As Missouri's first land-grant 
insti tution, MU was established to 
educate students for the betterment 
of the state and to conduct research 
for the betterment of the state. We do 

SUM M •:R 19 91 

this, and statistics show that a college 
graduate will return $48,000 in nddi· 
1ional rnxes 10 the state in a lifetime. 

"'The problem is that the .~late 

should pay its share for1his work. and 
it 's 1101." 

Raycringeswhen he talksabouta 
l2percen1 tuition increase that 
goes into effect at MU this sum­

mer and a proposal to misc tuition by 
83pcrccntoverthenext fiveyears.'"[ 
realize that the money is needed, but 
the s1uden1s shouldn't have 10 pay for 
i1." hcsays.··tnmany cascs,studen1s 
won"1 be able to pay for it. They'll 
loscout,nnd ul timately, the s tale will 
lose out. too." 

His work with the 1ax· i11crc<1se 
is.~ue involve.~ more than the baskc1-
h:1ll advcniscment. He and three MU 
journalism sludcnts lmve put together 
an advertis ing and public relations 
carnp:iign that could be used to innu­
e11cc voters in the November elec­
tion. Me alsotestificd before the state's 
Business and Educo1tion P:1rtncrship 
Commission last year on the need for 
a tax increase and helped organize a 
s tudent lcttcr-writingcarnpaign. That 
cfforl. led this spring by David Rid­
ley, Ray's successor as MSA pre.~ i­

den1. and Shcli:1h G ill i!and, president 
of the Alumni Associa1ion S1udcm 
Board. resulted in 1.500 Mizzou stu­
dents writing le11ers 10 their legisla-
1ors urging more slate support for 
higher education. 

Ray has won almost every scho­
lastic award possible during his four 
years at MU. Mc 's a Curators Scholar, 
a Bright Fl ight Scholar, a member of 
the Mys1ical Seven and Mortar Board, 
and was Phi Beta Kappa's outstand· 
ing junior at MU in 1990. 'Ten yei1rs 
from now, I'd like to be a partner of 
a Jaw finn in Kansas City, have a 
fam ily, and be a member of the s tate 
legislalurc."hesays. "Afterthat, who 
knows? Maybe run for governor or 
U.S. senator." 

For now, though, law school comes 
fi rs t. And he continues pressing 
forancducationtaxincrcaseasa 

new rnemberof MU's Graduate Pro­
fessional Council. "We can't give up 
on this," Ray says. "Wedo a great job 
with what we have, but it 's not 
enough. Something te l l.~ me that our 
parents would have done this for us. 
We owe it to those who will follow 
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Alumni can help 
A dollar :1 week. That's all i1 would cos1 the 
typical Missouri resident if the Education 
Rcfonn and Quality lrnprovcmeni Act passes 
at the polls on Nov. 5. 

TI1e benefits in higher education alone 
would far outweigh the expense, Chancellor 
Haskell Monroe says. A boost in financ ial aid 
would allow more sllldents to attend college, 
with some scholarships geared to minorities. 
New research would bring additional federal 
dollars to the state. Mizzou's programs, which 
already draw one-third of all Brighi Flight 
scholars to the Campus, would be 
strengthened. So would University Ex1ension 
program.~. which reach all res idents. 

Alumni, parc111 and student groups are 
joining Missourinns for Higher Educmio11 to 
pcrsuude voters to apprnve the $385 million 
tax increase forcducation. lt includes.$ 190 
mill ion for higher education and a $35 million 
bond issue for repair and maintenance of 
buildings. The bill also would provide $190 
million for elementary and secondary 
education and $5 million for job training and 
development. The measure would go into 
effect next yenr, and MU could gain as much 
as $50 million by 1993. 

Dick Moore, AB '54, JD '56,of St. Louis, 
presidcn1-elcct of the MU Alumni Association, 
urges alumni 10 get involved in the cumpaign. 
Me encourages alumni to show "MU for 
Missouri's Future," a video produced by the 
Association that dram;itically illustrates the 
needs of higher educ<ition, to alumni clrnpter 
meetings, service clubs and other groups. The 
video may be checked out by calling (3 14) 
882-1989. 

01her groups are taking action. LINC, the 
Association's legislative infomiation network 
commiltcc, publishes a newslener and plans to 
s1xmsorlcgislativc forums across 1hcstate in 
September and October, says Chairman Joe 
Moseley, AB '71, JD '76, of Columbia. 
Harold Crumpton of St. Louis, legislative 
liaison for 1he MU Parents Associmion, says 
he expects his organization to fonn regional 
units and operate phone banks. MSA President 
David Ridley, an economics major from Rolla, 
says Mizzou students will conduct voter 
registration drives and wriie letters to 
newspaper editors. 

Getting the bill through the legislature was 
the first challenge, says Scan McGinnis, J D 
'84, of Springfield, a member of LINC's 
executive committee. "Now comes the task of 
convincing 1he people who will be paying the 
bills-thevoters," he adds. But MU 
supporters arc confident going into the 
campaign: an MHE poll rclc:1sed lasl month 
says Missouri:ms support an education tax 
increase by a 2-1 margin. - Terry Jordan 
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