
 the dance of death was a prominent artistic, poetic, and 
religious theme throughout the medieval and renaissance 
periods.  although the concept evolved through many inter-
pretations and translations, its consistent purpose has been 
to remind people of their own mortality.  in the dance, death 
appears in the form of a skeleton or quickened corpse to lead 
a dying mortal to the next world.  some victims submit quietly, 
while others struggle in vain.  but death, the inevitable 
victor, always emerges as the only certainty in life. 


