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'T:ltY AS li E ~IIGJIT, KflNllillf'K 

Moore just can ' t SIUlkc March 19 

frolll Ilis Il1im1. Tl ull was the (by 
w iL en ' Iyus Eth iC)" UCLA's dim illllLivc 

po int guunl. sunk a last-second shut to 

give tlw Bruius a 7'),74 vidory over 

Mizzuu in tile second roll nd of the NCAA 

ba~ kclbu ll tUU1"nanWIlt. O nly mOJJl en ts 

bc l()]'c, MUI'fC, LllCTigcrs' poinLgllarti , 

had fed Julian \Vin !lcld under the basket 

for a see mingly ~CCl1t"C 74,73 MU lead 
with four scc()IJ[is rema ini ng 

See mingly secure? "Ycah, tell me ubom 

it ," Moure says. <'We had it pulled Ollt 

from under 011 1" Icg<~, j ust I ike t hat." 

UCLA, the lop' ranked rcani in the CO IIII ­

try lllost of the yea r, went 011 to win the 

national championship, and the Tigers 

cU llle home e mply,handed. 

!Jut the story duesn't end there. It 

keeps replayi ng itself in Kendr ick 

Moore's min(l, He tllinks of it every time 

he opens hi s locker und sees a lIewspaper 

clip ping trumpeti ng die Bruins' wi ll. " I 

put it t here to remi lld lIle ofwhateould 

Ilave been," he says. He dluught of it 

every duy this past summer as hc walked 

to work at t he state capitol in Harlforll, 

COli n., wher e he sen'cd as an aide to 

House SpeakerTholllas Ri tter. ''1'(1 keep 

replaying th ose last four seconds in my 

Illilld , wondering how we cou ld have 

made i t come out di fferendy," says 

Moore, a Hanfoni llative. 

And he continues ttl th ink about it as 

the T igers prepare for rhe J 995_96 season . 
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Forget, for a moment: , that Mou re ea rned 

academic AII _nig Eight honors last year, 

posting a 3.0 grade-point average in busi. 

ness IIw rketing. Forget t hat he was named 

to the con feren ce's 1I1l- freshman team. 

FOI'get thatCUS·T V lHulled him MU 's 

" PlayeroftllC Game" in the UCLA con· 

test. One wonders whether Moore might 

lIot give it al l up if he could llave ()lIe more 

crack at thosc Ian four seconds. 

" 1 guess you call' t do dUll:, though, can 

you?" he asks. " BUL hey, t his year is com · 

ing up. Now we havc somcthi ng to 

provc." It 's a sentiment shared hy hi.~ 

tea mmates. " Realizing we we re that close 

will inspire us to play even hardcr th is 

year," says forward Derek Grimm. Adds 

guu rd ami telllll lea(ler \Vin field: "NOlle of 

liS is saying that we' re going ( 0 come back 

al1(1 will the nutional champiollship. 

\\lc've gut a lot or work to do beforc any_ 

thing like that eould happen. llut the 

UCLA ga lli C will be a motivator." 

Lending a caut.iolls voice to the chonls 

is Coach Norm Stewart, US Ed '56, M E(I 

'60, entering his 29tJI year at Mizzou. 

W hile some sportswri te rs a rc already 

purting exclal1lation points uft er this 

year's prospects, Stewu l't secs a tlIJ1llher of 

cluestiollmarks. 

Item: T he Tigers lost only one player, 

Paul O'Liney, from [he squad that com, 

pibl a 20-9 record last year and played 

superbly in thc NCAA tournament. So, as 

the tlLinking goes, t hey' ll be a stronger, 

tighte r lLnit this season. "But in May we 

,IIIZZOli 

took a tdp to Australia for a round of 

exhi bi tion games , and the teilin didn't je ll 

the way [ thought it would, " SteWUl"l 

says. "Tlmt's not cncoll ragi ll g: lit all." 

Itc lll : Forwanl Kelly Tlw mes , the Hig 

Eight "Freshman of tl\C YeaJ'" two seasOIiS 

agu , retufils to the tcam aftcr a knee 

inj m y kept h im 'Im ofthe 1994, 95 li ne­

up. "' That ~oumls good on the surface, bm 

),()U never k now how a player is goi ng LO 

respond, " Stewart .~ays . "Sn il ler illles it 

takes u yeilr o r more to cOllle back." 

There's no doubt d1(lt t he coach is 

excited about the t~le ll Ls of\Vinficld, one 

of the most cll pable floor leaders i ll reCClll 

years. StewaH also pr~ises lhe talenls and 

hard work of his jUll io rs: Powc r forward 

Grimm , guard Core), Tutc aud plaYlllaker 

Jasun Suthe rland , along w itll seniurs 

Sam mie and Simeon Haley. They' ll help 

t he team tuke on a formidab le sc1le(lulc 

that includes Arkansas, Ill inois and 

George Wash ington in the early seasun . In 

the increasi ngly competitive Big Eight. 

Kansas lost only one starter frolll it.~ 

1994_95 sl[uad and appears to bc thc team 

to heat this yeur. 

Maybe if everythi ng cOllies together, 

the Tigers will give KU - OJ' someone 

clse- a run fo r the title. I3ut one thing is 

clear : There's a new incentive to win. 

" You know, the UCLA game is 1I bu(1 

11Ielllory in a way, but it's the sor t of thillg 

tl lal will get liS going," Muoresays. "Next 

timc we get a chunce like t hat, hopefully 

we'll Cl)lIIeouton top." 
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