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All members of the Doctoral Program Committee will be 
intimately involved and will actively participate in the varied 
activities of the doctoral student at all the stages of the student's 
career at MU except the qualifying examination, and, depending 
on the department 's or area program's procedures for assessing 
a student's background and prospects for success in the 
department's doctoral program, the committee may participate in 
this function as well. Any member of the committee may call a 
meeting of the full committee at any time to update student 
progress. 
Plan of Study: The doctoral program committee approves the 
student's plan of study, a list of the courses and the credit to be 
earned in each of them, which will, when completed 
• prepare the student for research or scholarly investigation in the 

chosen field of study 
• satisfy the credit-hour and residency requirement of the Gradu­

ate School 
• satisfy any special requirements (proficiency in foreign lan­

guages, collateral field, doctoral minor, other special research 
skills) imposed by the department or area program 

• satisfy the Graduate School's requirement for a minimum of 
fifteen hours of course work at the 400 level (exclusive or 
research, problems and independent study experiences) 

The committee also approves, as part of the plan of study, any 
request for transfer of graduate credit. 

In general, a student may establish foreign language profi­
ciency, if it is required, by demonstrating an ability to translate 
into English two foreign languages; or by demonstrating a high 
order of fluency in one language, that is; ability to read, write and 
converse in that language, and to translate that language into 
English and English into that language. 

The student must substantially complete the course work 
outlined in the Plan of Study to the satisfaction of the doctoral 
program committee and the graduate dean, satisfy the language 
or special research skill requirements of .the department, and 
complete the residency requirement (see Credit-Hour and Resi­
dency Requirement) before being declared ready for the compre­
hensive examination. 
Comprehensive Examination: One month before the compre­
hensive examination begins, the committee reports the readiness 
of the student to undertake the examination. 

The comprehensive examination is the most advanced posed 
by MU. It consists of written and oral sections. It must be 
completed at least seven months before the final defense of the 
dissertation. The two sections of the examination must be com­
pleted in one month. The written segment of the comprehensive 
examination is arranged and supervised by the major adviser. It 
consists of written questions prepared and graded by the doctoral 
program committee. For the comprehensive examination to be 
successfully completed, the committee must vote to pass the 
student with no more than one dissenting or abstaining vote. A 
report of this examination, carrying the signatures of all members 
of the committee must be sent to the graduate dean not less than 
two weeks after the comprehensive examination is terminated. If 
failure is reported, the committee recommends remedial mea­
sures. 

The student who fails may not take a second examination for 
at least 12 weeks. Failure to pass two comprehensive examina­
tions automatically prevents candidacy. 
The Dissertation must be written on a subject approved by the 
candidate's doctoral program committee, must embody the re­
sults of original and significant investigation and must be the 
candidate's own work. Every candidate should obtain from the 
Graduate School guidelines governing the preparation of disser­
tations and should consult the director of graduate studies for 
departmental style requirements. 

Three members of the doctoral program committee (the 
dissertation supervisor, a second reader from the student's major 
department and the outside member of the committee) affirm that 
the dissertation is ready for defense and submit the dissertation to 
the graduate dean on or before the official deadline date preced­
ing the anticipated date of graduation. The remaining members of 
the committee review the dissertation and participate in the final 
dissertation examination. 

The dissertation must be submitted in a form suitable for 

binding and microfilming. The dissertation must be accompanied 
by a brief title of no more than 50 letters and spaces, an abstract 
of not more than 350 words and a brief biographical sketch in 
paragraph form. The typescript must include suitable 
acknowledgement that it is a dissertation submitted to the gradu­
ate faculty of MU in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
degree of doctor of philosophy or doctor of education .. 

Upon approval of the format of the dissertation typescript, the 
graduate dean sanctions the final dissertation examination, which 
shall be open to the general faculty. The candidate must be 
enrolled to take this examination, which is not administered when 
MU is not officially in session. A report of the examination, 
carrying the signatures of all members of the committee, is sent 
to the graduate dean before the deadline preceding the anticipated 
date of graduation. 

EdD DEGREE REGULA TIO NS 
A minimum of 82 semester hours of course work beyond the 
bachelor's degree is required for the degree of doctor of educa­
tion. The program of study is specifically intended to meet the 
professional needs of the candidate. 

To be accepted for advisement, the student must have attained 
the degree of master of arts with a major in education or a degree 
of master of education, or the quantitative and qualitative equiva­
lent of one of these degrees, from an accredited college or 
university. 
Qualifying Examination and Program of Study: The student's 
adviser officially recommends for the approval of the graduate 
dean a doctoral program committee of at least five members. In 
addition to planning the doctoral program with the student, this 
committee may administer a qualifying examination, which 
helps to assess the student's general background and potential for 
the EdD degree. It also guides the planning of the study program. 

If required, the qualifying examination must be successfully 
completed before the study program is determined by the adviser 
and the student in cooperation with the doctoral program commit­
tee. This program must constitute a well-organized plan of 
professional specialization in one of the major fields of educa­
tion, with one or more supporting fields. 
Matriculation Examination: As well as pursuing course work 
in the professional areas of specialization, the student must take 
courses in educational statistics, advanced educational statistics, 
methods of educational research and one research elective course. 
Foreign languages are not required, except as may be determined 
by the student' s doctoral program committee. 

When the doctoral program committee determines that the 
needed course work has been completed with satisfactory grades, 
it plans the matriculation examination (a written and oral compre­
hensive examination that includes the candidate's major field of 
interest) forthe degree. This examination must be taken no earlier 
than the second year of graduate work and be completed at least 
seven months before the final oral examination. If not otherwise 
enrolled for courses on campus, the student must be enrolled for 
"examination only" during the semester or session in which the 
examination is taken. 

For the matriculation examination to be completed success­
fully, the committee must vote to pass the student with no more 
than one dissenting or abstaining vote. If failure is reported, the 
committee recommends suggested work or remedial measures. 

The student who fails may not take a second examination for 
at least 12 weeks. Failure on two matriculation examinations 
automatically prevents candidacy. 
The Dissertation, for which not less than eight semester credit 
hours may be granted, has no maximum credit restriction, provid­
ing that more than 70 graduate hours of other approved courses 
are completed and granted toward the doctor of education degree. 
The dissertation must be reviewed and approved by the doctoral 
program committee. 

In addition, the doctoral program committee, including the 
adviser, conducts a final oral examination on the work included 
in the dissertation. The candidate must be enrolled for this 
examination, that must be completed when MU is officially in 
session. 
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