








Clean, neat appearance, a well-trained pony, response to
directions of the judge and ringmaster and a cheerful attitude
contribute to showmanship.

an antique vehicle parade, but they are definitely out
of place in an afternoon pleasure class for 4-H, where
safety is given special consideration. A long dress is
more acceptable in an evening class, but if you are
going to dress like this, be prepared. The judge has
every right to ask you to dismount from the cart to see
if both you and the pony can deal with the additional
hazard. Remember, no one can come into the arena to
head your pony while you dismount.

Showing

When the announcer says, “‘bring the pleasure driving
ponies into the ring,” your number should be pinned
to the center of your back. Enter the arena, and turn to
the right at a slow trot, unless the ring master directs
otherwise. Hold the reins so they do not sag on your
pony’s back. Make sure your feet are firmly placed for
balance, even if you know you have a well-trained
pony hitched to a strong vehicle.

To determine where to hold your hands, pretend
you are at the table and have just finished eating. Push
your chair back a bit as to get up but now place your
wrists on the edge of the table. This is the approximate
position where you have your hands while driving.
Hold one line in each hand, and never slap your pony
with lines to make him move. Talk to the pony or cluck
and ease the lines slightly or release the pressure on
them to get him to do what you want.

Be ready to do a flat-footed walk, not prancy. A
slow trot or jog is required, and an extended trot in
both directions may be called for. The pony will be
penalized for breaking his trot to lope or for dropping
to a walk when he should be trotting.

Periodically, look at judge and ring master to see
whether they are watching you. ’

Try to maintain the largest circle possible, espe-
cially in a crowded class. Keep well spaced, not
bunched up against other participants. This will show

your pony at his best. Do not be afraid to pass another
pony, especially if your pony is well under control. Itis
best to pass on the inside.

When asked to line up, do so immediately. Com-
plete your turn around the arena, and get into a line
facing the judge. Never cut through the line, and turn
around to get back into line. Your pony is required to
come to a nice quiet stop and to stand quietly without
someone coming to his head. Stay in your cart unless
asked to dismount.

When you are asked to back your pony, it is
permissible to say his name to make sure you have his
attention. You may even ask him to step forward a bit
first, especially if he is parked or stretched. Watch for
the judge to nod or move on before returning to the
line.

Unless the class is large, show your pony at all
times. Even though judges may not appear to be
looking at you, they may be watching you out of the
corner of their eyes. Periodically, look at the judge and
ringmaster to see whether they are watching you.
They may ask certain ponies to perform again.

It is acceptable for your pony to stand square for
inspection; he need not park. But some judges may
use parking as an additional training test to decide
which of the two ponies to place higher.

Try to remain cheerful; after all itis a pleasure class.
Be a good sport; don’t blame others or your pony for
your mistakes. As smart as ponies are, they cannot
anticipate everything you are thinking.

When you leave the ring, keep moving through the
gate and away from it. Many otherwise perfect classes
have been spoiled by hazardous congestion near the
exit gate.

Lots of hard work and a bit of luck may bring you
great satisfaction as well as a beautiful trophy. For
extra experience, you may want to show in a local
show before it is time for your 4-H competition. Many
other shows include other classes just for 4-H projects.
Feel free to write or ask individuals or organizations
promoting shows about driving classes. Unless you
ask, they may not be aware of enough interest to
warrant putting driving classes into their shows.

Pleasure ponies need not be expensive, fancy,
professionally trained animals. If you have a good
rapport with your pony, you can get him to do his best
and look his best. Many ponies, capable of winning
ribbons and trophies, are standing in back yards all
over America. Give your pony and yourself a chance,
and you may be pleasantly surprised.

If you don’t care to show or if your area doesn’t
have shows, you may find the greatest pleasure of all
driving with friends on city streets, along country
roads, or alone in an open field. Working with ponies
can be both fun and educational for young and old
alike. Ponies are inexpensive, easy for children to
mount, and less costly to maintain than larger horses.
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