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These levels of egg production are easily obtainable and will
provide at least an egg a day for each member of the family on
the basis of 5 hens for each person, and a small marketable surplus
as a margin of safety for home food supplies. Higher levels of
production can be reached as a means of paying feed costs for
producing home needs and the surplus for market. The number
of eggs one person should consume in a year has an average farm
value of $6.00 or more and the average amount of poultry meat
consumed has a farm value of $10.00 or more. If purchased at
retail prices, this food would cost $23.00 or more a year for one
person.

The amount and kind of equipment available for poultry pro- °
duction largely determines the success that can be attained. This
‘equipment need not be expensive and practically all of it may be
made on the farm. A war time scarcity of certain materials makes
it desirable to build the needed equipment at home. Lower costs
are also involved.

Equipment available and the production practices that can -
be used are closely related. The following list has been prepared
to enable the checking of existing equipment against that which
is needed. Standard or essential production practices are also listed
to permit a comparison of present procedure with that necessary
for successful poultry raising as measured by net profits.

Check List of Essential Poultry Equipment and Practices

A. Equipment for Chicks and Young Stock
1. Enough feeders and water fountains.
a. Two chick size feeders 3 feet long for each 100 chicks
to 5-6 weeks.
b. Three intermediate size feeders (3 feet long) from 5-6
weeks to 3 months of age, for each 100 chicks.
¢. One 3-gallon fountain per 100 chicks. (With small flocks
of 25-50 chicks the fountain may be used throughout the
growing period.)
d. Three 4-foot range feeders for each 125 pullets.
e. One barrel water fountain for each 125 pullets.
2. Range Shelters.
a. One 9x1? in size for each 125 pullets 12 weeks to matur-
ity (or)
b. Small range shelter 4x6 for family size ﬁock of 25 to 30
pullets.
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Dependable Brooder Unit.
a. Coal, wood, drum-type oil stoves or electric brooders.
b. Homemade electric or wood burning units.

B. Equipment for Laying Flock

1.

Comfiortable Laying House.

a. Well ventilated—without drafts—one square foot of
ventilation space for each 15 square feet of floor space.

b. Tight walls and ceiling or roof insulation.

c. Roosts—on level—with 2 to 4 feet of space above the
birds when roosting. Allow 6 to 8 inches of roosting
space per bird.

d. Nests—one for 4 to 5 hens.

e. Floor space—not crowded—at least 3 square feet per
bird.

f. Water-tight concrete floor.

Heater type water fountain. One of 5-8 gallon capacity

per 100 hens.

h. Feeders—2 mash hoppers 5 feet long, feeding from both
sides for 100 hens.

i. One 10-foot grain and wet mash trough per 100 hens.

j.  Culling corral.

Yarding System: Only %4 acre is required per 100 hens,

but this amount is necessary to permit development of a

practical sanitation program.

C. Standard Production Practices

1.

R.

Hatch early; heavy breeds in February and March, light

breeds in March and April.

Secure chicks from production bred parent stock that has

been tested carefully for pullorum disease. Carefully selected

females should be mated with males whose dams have pro-

duced at least 200 eggs in 12 months.

Do not over-crowd brooding quarters—provide a minimum

of 40 square feet of floor space per 100 chicks.

Supply complete rations of good quality constantly.

a. Begin with an all-mash chick starter for first 8 weeks.

b. Change to growing mash and grain, fed free choice in
hoppers, for pullets until they reach maturity.

c. Supply a good quality laying mash constantly without
a shortage at any time.

d. Feed grain night and morning during the winter months
and only at ‘night during summer months. (In the case
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