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STORY BY CHRI S BLO SE 

ciolls move to give your horne turf such an 

imposing Il ll llle, especially if your team isn"t 

a national powerhouse. If you ' re going to 

call your field The Zoll , you'd better defend 
it Wilh animal fCl"O('ity. 

After s ix v ictories and no losses at home, 

the name seems to flt. As for be ing a national 

powerhouse. that's Coach Gary Pinkcl's 
ultimate goal , one that seems a li ttle close r 

after a season of IIC'W Mizzou records and 

natiollalattention. 

The season ended with ullcharactl'rislic 

mistakes during a Dec. 3 1 loss to Arkansas in 

the Imlcpendcncc Bowl. Mis..~ouri 's first bowl 

game since 1998. But to Pinkcl, that (Icfeat 

doesn ' ( mar a season in w hich his team ma(lc 

great progress. "To say we're less or a team or 

a grcatcr team bccauscof it , '\\'C really don' t 

dothnt, " he says. 

Ins tead , he focu ses on what the Tigers 

(lid right in t heir 8,5 season, his third . 

indi\'i(lual players broke 2 ... records ami tie(l 

two. The team broke seven records and t ied 

one (see list on next page). Quarterback 

Brad Smith and tai lback Zack Abron , the 

20th and "fOth best rushers in t he country. 



eZou 
led the best rushing offense in the Big ] 2 

and the sixth bes t in the nation. 

Almost as strong was the TIgers ' 

turnover margin, the third best in the Big 
12 and the 10th best in the country. The 

improvement is dramatic considering the 

team wasn' t in the top 50 in turnover 

margin during Pinkcl's first year. The 

defense also has become a factor in the 

team's success. It finished fifth in the Big 

12 , a conference fuJI of tough defenses. 

For fans who followed the team or 

tuned in to its record nine TV appear­

ances, the highlight of the season is obvi­

ous: the Oct. 11 victory over Nebraska. 

w hich at the time had the country 's l Op 

defense and a 24_gamc w inning streak 

over MU. That game was particularly 

important because it came after what was 

probably the season 's low point, tbe loss to 

Kansas on Sept. 27. Pinkcl poinu out that 

his team never lost two games in a row. 

The coach has Signed a contract 

through 2008 and has indicated that he's 

willing to make a career of coaching at 

Mizzou . He and his players know that 

t o beeome a national contender they must 

improve t he passing offense. Likewise, 

they need to become a tougher defense 

against the rush . But , all ill a ll , pillkel 

thinks the 2003 seasoll moves his team 

closer to that top tier he wants to join. 
When aske(l about how well his teaDl 

handles pressure, something he has been 

negative about in the past , Pinkel says, 

" A year ago if you had interviewed me, 

we had lost several games in the last 

three minutes of the game, and I'd have 

t old you we weren ' t good enough to do it . 

Now, this year, obv iously we've taken 

another huge s tep forward.". 
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A"D DOIeI .. ATI .... AT lI0II-. CoACH GAIlY P,,,1UlL .... IeOYD» HI. 

~s.itIt,~: 

most points scoruj in 0 gomt (30) 

mO'lt touchdowns in 0 rOmt (5) 

most rushinr touchdowns in 0 gomt (5) 

most rushinr touchdowns in 0 $toson (18) 

most touchdowns in 0 stOwn (19) 

most posm compltttd in 0 stOwn (111) 

most yards of totol offtnst:: in 0 st::oson (3,383) 

hightst O~tTogt goin ptf rush in 0 st::oson (6.6) 
hirhtst o~rogt goin ptr rush in 0 COTttf (6) 
most yards in totol olftnst:: in 0 cofttr (6,7-45) 

hight'll OVtfOgt goin pt f ploy in 0 rOmt (9.7) 

most touchdowns rtsponsiblt for in 0 $town 
(Sloft d 19, posst::d for 11) 

most totol olft nsill<t ploys in 0 st::oson (561) 

ZMtAbnM, r.i1bctct: 

most points Yortd in 0 cofttr (2S2) 
most touchdowns in 0 cofttr (41) 

most fushing touchdowns in 0 COrtt f (40) 

most fushing yards in 0 cort tr (J , 198) 

most fushing otttmpts in 0 coru r (691) 

most gomts with 100 'fOrds rushinr in 0 corttr (12) 

llflran JtlMft, .. r«tWn.tId kid rttllnwr: 
hightSt o~rogt goin ptr punt ft turn 

inocoru r (ll. l} 

most yards in combintd kick ond punt 

rtturns in 0 cort tr (1, 859) 

mO'lt combintd kick and punt rtturns 
in a corttf(l28) 

.,ik...."" pMa-tidn: 
most atra points modt 

in a stOson (-4<f) 
most a tfo points Ollt mpttd 

in 0 gomt (8, tit) 
most a tro poinU modt 

in a gomt (8, tit) 

A.). Rkktr, oJftfdiw li-.dll: 

most con$t(utillt storts in 0 COrtt f (47) 

T_.~: 

most poinf} SCOf"td 01 Fourot Fkld 

in 0 gomt (61) 
mosl points YOTtd in 0 st::oson (399) 
mas/ touchdowns SloTtd in 0 stOSOn (53) 

mosl yards gointd in totol offt nst:: in 0 

stOson (5.1-45} 

most 10/01 offtnsi~ ploys in 0 $toson (926) 
most first downs in 0 stOson (17-4) 
most wins ot homt in 0 stOson (6) 

ftwts t fumblts lost in 0 st::oson (5, tit) 

0lft nsil/lt lintmon A.}. RicktT holds 

4·ytof-{}ld fdgtJrdo Tinttro durinr a bowl· 

wtd Ifisillo tM ShTtlftport ShflntfS Hospital 
in louisiono. 


