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Common Diseases and Ailments of Young Dairy Cattle

Name - Cause

Symptoms

What to do.

Pneumonia Bacteria - Viruses and lung

worms. Follows exposure, damp poorly

ventilated pens. Colds and indigestion.

Coughing - fast breathing, fever --
poor appetite. Discharge from eyes and

and nose.

Reduce feed. Dry, well ventilated
quarters. Avoid drafts and over-
crowding. Sulfonamids and antibiotics

on advice of veterinarian

Scours In older calves usually due to
indigestion, poisoning, internal

parasites.

Scouring - Loss of weight

(See Internal Parasites)

Check for possible causes of indigestion

or poisoning. Examine for parasites.

Internal Parasites Many kinds of

worms spread by eggs present in manure
of infected animals which infects

pastures and lots.

May cause scours, pneumonia,
emaciation, anemia, rough hair

coat, and poor growth.

- Change to clean pastures or lofs.

Treatment by veterinarian.

Lice spread from infested animal,

blankets, brushes, etc.

Ruybbing and scratching, rough hair
coat, show growth. Patches of hair

rubbed off .

Clip back of infested animals.
Rotenone spray or 1 1/2% dust.
Repeat treatment in 2 weeks.

Avoid reinfestation.
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Common Diseases and Ailments of Young Dairy Cattle

Name - Cause

Symptoms

What to Do.

Ring worm caused by a fungus from

infected animal or equipment

Circular crusted or scabby hairless
areas appear and increase in size.

Usually on head, neck or shoulders.

Isolate infected animals.

Avoid reinfection. Scrub infected
areas with soap and water. When dry,
paint with tincture of iodine or apply

iodine ointment daily.

Grubs Larvae of the warble fly hatch
from eggs laid on the feet and legs
and penetrate body tissue, emerging

on the back in early winter.

In late fall and early winter
lumps appear on the backs of
animals. Grubs are found under

the skin.

Treat backs with Rotenone dust about
January 15 and February 15. Use 1
part 5% rotenone powder to 2 parts

dusting sulfur, using 3 oz. per animal.

Warts Caused by a Virus

Warts appear on head, neck and other
parts of the body. Usually in

summer and autumn

lsolcﬁ'e badly infected animals. Some
warts may be removed by softening with
daily applications of castor oil. Some
may be clipped off with scissors. In

severe cases vaccination may be necessary .

Shipping Fever (Hemorrhagic septicemia)
An infectious respiratory disease. Cause
not fully known. Follows exposure, stress,

shipping, and handling

Depressed appearance, fever,
rapid breathing, cough, discharge from

nose and eyes. May be mild or severe.

Avoid severe stress.
Consult veterinarian in advance of
moving cattlte.  Vaccination may be

recommended.
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Common Diseases and Ailments of Young Dairy Cattle

Name - Cause

Symptoms

What to do

Pink Eye - Spread from infected cattle,

often by insects.

Eyelids swell and water, later contain
mucus and pus. Lining of lids become
red. Evidence of pain, eyeball becomes
cloudy, may cause temporary blindness.

Animals lose weight.

Isolate infected animals. Use mild anti-
septic washes. Control flies. Consult

veterinarian for antibiotic treatment.

Bloat Usually from eating heavily on

legume pasture such as ladino or red
clover causing an accumulation of gas

in the pauch which can not be eliminated.

The pauch fills with gas cuasing swelling
on left side, accompanied by difficult
breathing and distress. If not releived

death may follow shortly.

Prevention: - Feed hay before turning on
pasture and provide hay in the pasture.

Limit the time on pasture at first. Treat-
ment: Call the veterniarian. Keep the
animal walking. Fasten a bridle, bit, or
stick in the mouth. Promote belching. In-
sert a rubber tube into the rumen to let gas
escape, or drench with 1/3 cup turpentine

or kerosene with an equal part of cooking
oil. As a last resort, puncture the rumen
from the left flank at a point equidistant from
the hip bone, the last rib, and the backbone.
Use a trocar and cannula if available. In

an emergency, a jack knife may be used.
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Common Diseases and Ailments of Young Dairy Cattle

Name - Cause

Symptoms

What to do

Brucellosis (Bangs Disease)
Caused by brucella abortus germ from
infected cattle. May cause undulant

fever in humans.

Causes abortions and other reproductive

troubles.

No successful treatment. Control is to
vaccinate calves at 4 to 8 months of age.
Test herd regularly. Reactors to blood
test must be sold for slaughter. Purchase

only cattle that are tested and clean.

Tuberculosis caused by tubercle

Usually no symptoms in young cattle.

No treatment or cure. Test regularly

Insecticides

bacilli. Causes emaciation in late stages. May and sell any reactors. Purchase only
cough. tested and clean cattle.
Poisoning Symptoms vary depending on cause. Prevent access to painted surfaces
Paint
painted with lead paints, also old paint
Chemicals
buckets, brushes etc. Fertilizers,
Fertilizers

fertilizer sacks, chemicals, insecticides
are possible sources of trouble if animals

can get to them. Consult your veterinarian.
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