Inquiring minds

Pop quiz: Which of these award-winning teachers flunked out of college the first time Story by Lisa Groshong

around? Learn what they think, what they fear, and who would play them in a movie.

Lynda Kraxberger
Kraxberger is an associate professor of convergence journalism

who specializes in a hands-on approach to coaching students in

writing and visual storytelling. She was a 2007 William T. Kemper

Fellow for Excellence in Teaching,

How do you recharge?

Yoga and Cardinals baseball.

Teaching tools you can't live without?
Humor, and the long pause — letting students fill in the blank.
Sometimes we are so quick to fill in the blanks that we don't let
the other person come up with a thoughtful answer.

Glad you did it but wouldn't do again?

In college, I'd be more curious and take more classes than | did. |
spent a lot of time avoiding risks.

Your students would never guess ... how much anxiety | have
before the first day of class.

Most important quality in a student?

Two things: curiosity and perseverance.
Who would play you in a movie of your life?
Who would play me? Janeane Garofalo. But
I'd like Sandra Bullock. She generally plays
bubbly, self-effacing heroine types.

What's happening in the news that relates
to your field?

Everything!
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Who would play you in
the movie of your life?
Lynda Kraxberger thinks
Sandra Bullock would be a

John Faaborg

Photos by Nicholas Benner

Faaborg is professor of biological sciences and fisheries and wild-

life. He has been a Kemper Fellow and winner of the Mizzou Alumni

Association’s Faculty-Alumni Award.

How do you recharge?

Play basketball and garden.

Three words that describe your teaching style?
Show the logic.

Teaching tools you can't live without?

Field trips; they make it real.

Your students would never guess ... that | like
Texas music.

Most important quality in a student?

Passion to leam.

Who would play you in the movie version of

your life?

I'would like to say it would be Harrison Ford,

but more likely it would be Wilford Brimley.
What's a super power you'd like to have?

Iwish I could still jump when I play basketball.
What's happening in the news that relates to
your field?

The whole ivory-billed woodpecker story has
been interesting, particularly now that the largest
bird conservation group in

the country has accused
the museum orni-
thologists of
wanting to
collect the
last ivory-
bill and
putitina
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Lois Huneycutt

Jonathan Sperber, chair of the history department, calls Huneycutt
“the model of an intellectually and personally engaged faculty
member.” Huneycutt, a professor of history, was a 2007 Kemper

Fellow

Three words that describe your teaching style?

Student evaluations say that | am enthusiastic, energetic and
innovative.

What would you do with a year's sabbatical and an unlimited
budget?

Iwould go to Iceland and do a master's degree in Old Norse
Studies.

Your students would never guess ... that [ flunked out of college
the first time [ tried it.

Most important quality in a student?

Intellectual curiosity. Everything else is secondary.

Who would play you in the movie version of your life?

It's not a very glamourous answer, but 1'd hire Kathy Bates. | think
she's got both grit and humor, which are traits | think | bring to
the table.

What's a super power you'd like to have?
Iwould like to be able to grade papers (mean-
ingfully) faster than a speeding bullet.
What's happening in the news that relates
to your field?

| teach church history, and it has been
interesting to watch the election of a new
pope and see the new pontificate take shape.

John Paul Il was pope for so long that most of ‘.
my students couldn't even remember another _/)
one. So now, when 1 talk about things b

like the Papal Election Decree of 1059
and its procedures for papal
elections, there is
something within
their living
memory to
which they

can relate
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Wilson Freyermuth
Fre !\,'l._'l'l'n'l'llh_ a professor of law, is a national expert in

property law. He was a 2007 Kemper Fellow

Three words that best describe your teaching style?
Enthusiastic, supportive and demanding.

Teaching tools you can't live without?

A good sense of humor and the ability to laugh at myself,
which helps me connect with students. In terms of technical
tools, the Internet {my course Web sites and e-mail) makes it
possible to interact with students more outside of class and
to be more accessible.

Your students would never guess ... how quiet | was as a law
student.

Who would play you in the movie version of your life?

Some students have suggested that they think ook like
Kevin Spacey, but I'm not sure [ see the resemblance.
What's a super power you'd like to have? The ability to read
minds.

What's happening in the news
that relates to your field?

The perceived crisis in the
mortgage lending industry, the
failure of several national mort-
gage lenders, the prospects for
increased home foreclosures, and
the impact of these factors on real

estate values. Il




