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u1nng minds 
Pop quiz: Which of these award-winning teachers flunked out of college the first time Story by lisa Groshong 

around? Learn what they think, what they fear, and who would play them in a movie. Photos byNI<holas Benner 

Lynda Kraxberger John Faaborg 
Kr-axberge.r is an a.ssod~t~ professor of convergence journalism 
who sped~b.es in a hands-en approach to c();lchlng students in 

writing and vi.su;~l storytelling. She w.ts ~ :1007 William T. Kemper 
Fellow for £xccllenc~ lnTtaching. 

Fa01borg is professor of biological sciences and fishtries .md wild· 
Ufe.. He has ~C'n a Kemper Fellow and winner of the Mizwu Alumni 

How do you rt<ha.rge? 

Yoga a.nd Cardinal$ baseball 
Teotching tools you c.an't Uve without? 

Humor, and the long pause -letting students fiJI in the blank. 

Sometimes we are so quick to fill in the blanks that we don't let 

tbe other person come up with 01 thoughtful answer. 
Clad you did it but wouldn't do agoin1 
In coiJege. I'd be more curious .md t.tke more d.usu than I did. I 
spent otlot of time avoiding risb. 
Yourstudentswould never guess ... how much ;m..dety I ha\'e 

before the Rrst day of class. 
Most importmt q~Hty in a studt".nt? 

Two things: curiosity and perseverance. 

Who would play you in~ movie of your life? 

Who would pl;,ty me? Janeotne Gi.lrof.JJo. But 

I'd like S.ndra Bullock. She generally plays 
bubbly, self-<>ffaclng heroine types. 
What's happening in the news that relates 

to your ficld1 
Everything' 

Association's Facult)•·Aium.nl Aw~rd. 

How do you re<bargt? 

Play basketball and garden. 
Th.ru words th~t ducribeyour teaching style? 

Show the logic. 
Te;~ching tools you un't live without? 
Ficld trips; they make it rul. 
\'ow students would never guess ... th;,tt I like 

Tex;,tsmusk. 

Most important quality in a student? 

Pass-Ion to Jearn. 
Who would pl;~yyou in the movie version of 

your life? 

t would llke to say it would be Harrison ford, 

but more likely it would be Wilford Brimley. 
What's a supe.r power you1d like to have? 

I wish I could still jump when I play basketbalL 
What's happening in the news th;~t relates t o 

your6cld7 

The whole Ivory-billed woodpe<ker story has 
~en interesting, p.udcularly now th.:.t the l.ugest 

bird conser\'ation group in 

the country h.lS accused 
the museum omi· 
thologists or 
wanting to 

co11ect the 

IOJst ivory· 

bill and 

put it ina 
museum. 

Who would pby you in 

the movie of your life? 
lynda Knxberget t~n.k.s 

~~ & Uoc:k would be a 
srut a ll 
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lois Huneycutt 
Jonath~n Sperbc_r, duirofthe historydcp.utmtnt. c.ills Huneycutt 

"the modtl of •n lntell«tu.Uy and per«>nally eng•gtd fa<ulty 

member.• Huntycutt.~ professorofhio;tory. w.ats.ll007 Kemper 

fellow 

nu.e wol<ls tlut doscribe yow teaching styl<l 

Stud~ I t\'llu.lhOnS ~)· tlut I am eruhuil.ank, entrgthc ~nd 

innO\:Olll\'t' 

Wbot would you do with • yu.'s sabb>tial Olld.., unlimited 

budgeV 
I would go to lc.bnd ond do a master's degr« In Old No~ 

Stud I .. 

Your students would oeverguess ... th.tt I nunktd out of college 

the nrst time I tried lt. 

Molt import.tnt qu.Uty in .. tudeotl 

Intellectual curiosity £vtl)'thlog el,.ls s .. ondary 

Wbowoold play you in the movie vtrSion of your life? 

It's noc 1 ''ft)' gUmourous .answer. but I'd hm~ K.lthy &tH- I think 

she's !eO' both gnt Olld humor, which MttraJtslthlnk I bring to 

thetabl• 
Whit's' super powtt you,d like to h..Jve? 

I would Ilk< to be able to grade p>pers Cmun· 

ingfully) fa>ter than a speeding bullet 

Wh;1,t's hoappt.ningin the news tbatreb.tts 

to your field r 
I teo~ch chu"h hhtory. oand it Ju.s been 

inteWj:ting to watch the eltctlon of .a ntw 

popt and seethe new pontific.at< W< <hape 

John P.1ulll "'·n popt for so long Wt mOO\t of 
my itudent'\ couldn't f'\·ert mnembt:r .mother 

one. So now. when I t~;about things 

hke the P~p.al Eltction ~of 1059 

and tr. proctdur•• for p>p>l ~~-~-

ele<tlon-., there Is 

somcthlngwhhin 

their living 

memory to 
wh~eh they 
an rebte 
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Wilson Freyermuth 
Freytmluth, ~ profgsor ofLlw, i1 .t n;ationo~l upcrt ln 

proptrty l.tw. He was .t 1007 Kemper Fellow 

Throe wol<ls tlut best deseribe your t<achingnyle? 

r:nthuo,lutlc, ~upporti\'e ;1nd dem.anding 

Teaching tools you can't tivewithoutl 

A good ,.n,. of humor and th< ablhty to laugh at mystlf. 
whkh h<lpsmeconnect with student< In tenruoftechniul 

toots. the Internet (mycou~ Web •ur~ oll1d e-nu.il) mahs it 

))0)11ble to anteract with student' mort outJJde of da.s.s ;md 

to bt mOft .Kcessible. 

Your ttudents would never gu:us ... how quiet I wu .sa law 

~tudent. 

Who would play you in the movie version of your lift? 

Some ~tudents ha.ve suggested th3t they think I look like 

Kt"\•ln Sp.acey. but rm not sure I se-e the re.,embl.tnce. 

Wb.lt's a super power you'd likt to bnd'11>e ability to road 

mrnds. 
Wb.a~t happening in the l'tf"WJ 

tlut rdotts to yow fidel! 
The percta'itd crisis in the 

mortgage lending indusnry,the 
(.lflure of se'ieral national mort· 

gage lenders, the prospects for 
lncre.tsed home foreclosures, and 

the lmp.Kt of these factors on reo~l 
e~Utt v~lut:~. l1 l 


