Egypto-Roman Mummy Portrait of a Man

Dated 1o the ast or 2zl century auan., this mask
wias recently acquired by the Museum of Are amd
Archaeology with Tunds provided by H. K. Neg:
baur of New York. Although the exact origin of
the mask is not known, it is believed w have come
from the area of Luxor on the Upper Nile, The
mask is of stueco, carelully modeled and painted;
the eves are ol deep blue, black and white glass
set into the rich red-brown skin wone of the stucco,
Such masks were set over the [aces of mummies
which were then carelully wrapped in sirips of

linen. The wrapping of the head provided an

oval [rame of cloth through which the portrain
appeared. Although masks of this type were mass-
produced and kept in stock for purchase by be-
reaved Tamilies, this piece is probably a wue po
trait, individually modeled alier the aciual lea-
tures of the deceased. The fine workmamship and
the excellent state of preservation of the mask
make it an exceptionally important addition 1o
the Museum's growing collection ol Egypian an-
tiguities, The mask is on display in the Anciem
Gallery of the Museum of Are amd Archacalogy
located on the [ourth Noor of the Library.
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