The World of Vic Swyden

Forr Vietor F.o Swyilen, invalvemenn is oo oway ol lile,
He thrives on I‘IL'iI]“ l.l.l.1]1||r|! p i hall a0 dowen
provjects ar the sime time. Holding Bese olaim one his
conduelent skill 1hose

aimredd an serving others. As oo valunieer organizer, o

enthusiism Gl are activities
mieter il executive, he has given leadersship o re-
ligaosues, educational, civie sl health endeavors, sl
Iv wimking L{ui:'lh i the laekpronnd, He has been
involvesl o such service Lo more than twao decades

Last spring he emerged more prominently in the
public eve of his community, having won elecion o
e City Conmei] of his native Kansas City in Al
Although g active in civie allairs, he was making
his Torst il Tewe pubilic ofice, Vie's e
ving things done efliciently wmdonbiedly was a Lt

ony lowr grest-

in his soccess at the paolls,

Vie Swyden showed strong signs of leadership in
his University days, Influential in stdent polities, e
was vice-president of the Campus Cauous, A mem
Ber of Blue Key amd the Men's Pan-hellenic, he wis
president of Lambsla Chi Alpha
Hemmecoming decovations connmitee. He also was on

amel chaia nool a

the Dean’s Honor List, A Tew vears ago he renarned
to the campus 1o be initined into On Delu
Kappa s an honovary member. Vie received iwo e
grees Trom the University, an A Beoin g8 and g
IS, in Bosiness Administration in g5,

rian

A glance a some of Vie's responsibilities gives an
plea ol the range of his imerests: President, Heart ol
Vmerica Eve Clinie, which raises anl supervises [umds
o aid people in operations o restore evesight: (i
rector, Natiomal Conference of Christians and  Jews,
Council of Chorches for Gremer Kansas City, Muli:
ple Selerosis Chaprer of Kansas City: member, Tnter-
mational Relations for the City of Kansas City, A1
present he is chainman of the Board of Trusiees ol
ALSAC (Aiding Lenkemia Stricken American Chil-
den), an office that can be regarded as honorary now,
Lt he earmend it by veoman service as first vice-presi-
cent when he helped o spearhead the organization’s
gigantic Tundaaising drives that led 1o establishing
St Jude Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn, Tha
is another story, which will be taken up Luer in this
secouni,

Retarning o Ransas City alter earning his two
University degrees, Vie became active in the Midwesi
Federation of American Ssvian Lebanon Clubs, His
Iowal cluby dvafted him as a delegate 1o the conven-
tiom in Peorvia, L, in gy amnd in the nexe two vears

he served on various committees, became second vice-
president and hirst vice-president. Then came the war,
Aler twao years in the Army he was ransferred o the
Air Corps ar Panerson Field, Davion, He joined the
seventh Bomber Comn

md of the Seventh Air Force
in the Pacilic Theaer amd was divector of personmnel
[ the commuand, While in the Pacihe he received ohe
bromee star for distinguished serviee, Upon his e

Jeases Tvessnn amnine .[ul:\. o peserve sbatus, I was o
T

Mheer Bowr el o Dol vesoes i the serviee, Vie Tl
returned home o join his Goher (who come o this
country fvowne Lehanon o anemld he Ulniversity ol
Hlinenisy anel his brother (Haney Swyden, B "a5) in
the fiem of Swvilen Ruog aoul Duspery Compuiny, Vie
Plunged into commmumine activicies, joiming the Juniom

every
ellice ol than orgamietion, He served on the Mavior's
commmnintee fov special projects and had an active role
in bringing nujor league Baseball o Kansas City, He
bevame  president ol ahe Missnnni
Alumni Association ol Greater Kansas City. A Do
dinnapolis in gyl be was elected the eighth presi-
dent ol the Midwest Federation of American Svrian
Lelipon Clubs, presiding e the convention in Cleve
Lavnal,

Cliamber ol Commeree amd halding vicually

Uiniversity ol

Ieowas Vie's nevest i the Svrian Lelomese olols
tha lesd clivevtly o the greates |:||||r]i| service invilve-
ment ol his life—the Tounding of St Jude Hospital.
First, he saow ahe scanered independent clubs Tormesd
into i cohesive gronp with a0 positive national ol
jective. Then he mer Danny Themas, the dedicaied
entertainer with the magic o rally throngs of sup-
porters v his long range goal, Vie was in on the
grovne Mooy when, in gy7. the constitution  of
ALSAC was drawn vp. A that time ALSAC stood Tor
American Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities. The
[P uasas includded: “To raise Tunds Lo the main-
nee of St Jude Hospital in Memphis, Tennessec,
ational institution dedicated 1o the carve, cure, anmd
research of leakemin and relaed blood diseases in
children, and care, cure, amnd research in of all other
diseases allliciing mankind: o loster and  promaote
among Arabic speaking people and others, civic, his-
torie, patriotic, and benevolent activities: (o aidl sl

assist in charitable causes withowr regard o0 race,
ereced, or color,”

The name of ALSAC was changed o erystallize
nization’s specilic purpose: it becaome Aiding
Lewkemia  Stricken American Children, Danny
Thomas of Beverly Hills was the first—and pe
nent—president. 1. Charles Malik, Lebanon’s minis-
ter 1o the United Nations, hec the honorary presi-
dent. Vie Swwden was the vice-president and chair-
man of the board—which meant that he was charged
with the heavy wonrk of getting national fund-raising
drives on the road,

How Danny Thomas got invelved in this Tabulous
project is a familiar story by now, He was almost
penniless in 1gy7 when he stopped in a0 Detroit
church and Toumd o pamphler on St Jude Thaddeos,
known whe was called the
patron saint o hopeless canses, Thomas prayed 1o
St Jude: “Help me hind my place in life and T will
build vou a shrine, a shrine where the poor, the help-

one of the lesser salnls
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Their leadership crowned by success, Danny Thomas
and Victor F, Swyden congratulate each other at jormal
afiening of St fude Hospital in Memphis,
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Ire ooled famiily [riend, AP Colwmnist Hlal Bovle, was the I|'.l|.lr.'|.'||'.lrrll
-._,'.l-'r.--'.'.-'l af @ dimner of Ue National Confevence of Olvisiians

aned fews, of which Vie Swyden is Protestant clhaivman.

i [y
Mr. and Mrs. Swvden with theie son, Victor B The Swydens
alsar hawve tivo f-rrJI{I::.llJ!i'l‘-_ Palvicre and fanice
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Vic Swyden ontmed

leess avnnd the Teopeless may come Lor commbort e aid,”

Soan ther 4 the commedian began his well-known
threc-vear run at the old Chicago 5o club, amnd he
continued 1 prosper. Bue he never lose sight of his
Pledge o Se Jude, aned he sought connsel o whin
kil of sheine e andertake, Ieowas the e Saomuoel
Cardinal Switch whe suggested the hospial;
chose Memphis as the lowation, Tor i was there that
the Cardinal had begun his career as a young avish

he alser

riest,

As the Tund-vaising  campaign got  umder  way,
Thenas began his countless trips across the country
mecting with groups amd giving  bene I||- H:
alten .u:mll]:lrllml by Vie Swyden who, these cam-
paigning  vears, was in the thick ol organizing and
divecting the activities thar would bring the hospital
provject o veality, By the suommer of g8 three-lourihs
of the oviginally estimated cost ol two million ol
Iars lad been vaised; Dot the cose hadd inereased o
nearly hive million dlollars, amld ultintely 1o six mil-
liem. This money was aned the magnificen
hosprital .‘l.h'ul]]hin wirs opened February, 1gfs,
Chur man .‘iln'!pllt'n, VOLL Cin b sure, was there, :4]|r|'|H
with Thomas and scores of leaders in the mammaoth
drive from all avound the country,

While legally independent, 81 Jude Hospital s
academically and prodessionally in collaboration with
the College of Medicine ol the University of Tennes.
see, where ALSAC endowed a $go0000 chair ol
pediatrics amd made  funds available Tor research,
When the hospital opened, the work and equipment
of research [ellows, technicians and medical students
ac UL, hanced by ALSAC Tunds, moved into the
hospital,

Wins

raisel,

It takes S 00000 a year w operate the hospital—
which has no accounts receivable, ALSAC chapters
across the land have pledged o raise among them-
selves a million dollars a vear—Ilorever—ito maintain
St Jude Hospital, Teenagers through their volumeer
elforts provide a substantial amount Tor maintenance,
Sixty beds are in use e the hospital now, 150 will be
in use ultimately, A child admited 1o the hospital
may be accompanied by an adult, expenses paid, and
they occupy an apartment where simulated
life is possible. Medicines Tor treatment ol leuke
are maude available in shipments from the hospic
A heavy program of research is going on constantly,

Considering all his activities, one is entitled o
wonder how Vie is able 1o do so many things. His
stock answer is that he has a circle of Iriends, going
back o his Junior C. of C. and war service days,
who Torm a sore of mutual aid society. He can call
on any ol them w give him a life, and in wen he s
ready o help them, This no doubt is true, but it
doesn’y explain all his accomplishments. He's siill in
there working. As Watt Randall, executive secretary
al the Kansas Ciry Rotary Club, put it: “Vic is one
of our standbys. He's a worker, He gets along won-

derfully well with people. 11 he can do something
Tewr semmeone, he doeso't hesiane, He's coarvesd a0 miche
lov himsell i the Koty Club.”
chaivmman lor the clab, Vie is inocharge ol the anmual
pienie for the Brge groop.
lesigue anel serves on varions comn s, He hias been
active the cluly's prograom of working with high
sthool students who are potential deapouts,

His interest i spores, stemming lrome his Univer.
siny aliys, i e ir| the 4
aml 2 league—boys Trom a2 g years old. A Mis
souri he wis on the Toothall squad, bur was too light
b earn o letier: he muade the va
Bl weso, e s hanl imgury cur shore his career. He
is o member of the University Commities on
cellegiate Anhlenies.

When Vie gets into something it isn't Tor o shor
span, For exaomple, he spen three years with Danny
Phomis in spearheading the ALSAC drive; he has
been o divector of National Conference ol Chiristians
aml Jews Tor cight vears, and Protestant chainman
o three years, (He likes o vecall that in thar or-
AT TV Jews thougln he was Catholic, Catholics
thought he was a Jew, and Provestants didon’t know
what 1o think; he is an Episcopalian and a Mason).

Despite the heavy demands on his time, with Vi
Swyden his family comes first. His wile is the forme
Vivian Farlie ol Detraie, They have @ son and twao
daughters: Viewr 11, 14z Pag, vz amd Jan, 8. Young
Vie elected o compete on the baseball team coached
by his Lather, which may have been asking for trou-
ble, Tor as Coach Vie says: 1 vode Vie awlully hard,
Coaches of the league chose the youngster as the
maost valuable player. When young Vie was Laid upe
with a broken arm, the fathers of the players pranicl
him a call. Coach Vie thought this was an unusual
gesture, maybe oo much, One of the [athers
plained: "We felt that every bawling out Vie got, he
vas taking it [or our sons. Instead of our bovs getring
bawled out, young Vie had o ke " Coach Vie
now wonders il he overdid i,

Young Vie weighs 140 pounds—ig more than his
dad weighed when he made the baseball varsity a
M.UL His dael thinks the youngster has a luture in
baseball, The boy was a straight A student until the
arm [racture and accompanying low spirits ook him
down o B's and Cs—but he went back towand A's
alter promising his dad he would do so.

IF you ask Vie Swyden how he became involved i
soomany projects he answers, 1 guess [ couldn't say
niv” Then he adds, more seriously: 1 like to con-
tribute what | can as long as it's worth while and
justified. "There's a certain amount one owes his com-
munity. We're not here 1o take everything, 'The only
way o give it back is 10 participage.”

Want Ranadall struck some key words in his com-
ment on Vie Swyden: “If he can do something for
someone, he doesn’'t hesitaee,”

s oentertnmnent

He also headds a0 bowln

continues, Vie i coach ol

s however,

iy frse
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