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ABSTRACT

This is an educational historiography of immigrant and refugee children who resettled
with their families in Kansas City, Missouri, after the Immigration and Naturalization Act of
1965. The dissertation concludes with a chapter about the opening of ahw®dis August
2021 called the Global Academy that was specifically designed to address the needs of this
population.

Housed in the Woodland School in the Northeast neighborhood of Kansas City, the
Global Academy is intentionally designed to ensurestlezess of immigrant and refugee
children, some of whom may be sitting in a classroom for the first time. Bilingual and
trilingual teachers and educators work to provide the best education they can while also
providing space for students to retain thestflanguage and identity.

This dissertation was written by identifying and analyzing primary and secondary
sources that present a picture of i mmigrant
Oral histories are included from administrators seathers at the school. Oral history
narrator accounts of specific experiences working with immigrant and refugee children lend

rich details necessary for this educational historiography.



APPROVAL PAGE
The faculty listed below, appointed by the Dean ef 8thool of Graduate Studies,
have examined a dissertation titi#h Educational History of ImmigramtndRefugee
Children in Kansas Citg,presented byaulaDdntrono Wattscandidate for the Doctor of
Philosophy degree, and certify that in their opmiiois worthy of acceptance.

Supervisory Committee

S. Marie McCarther, Ed.DCommittee Chair
Department oEducational Leadership, Policy, and Foundations

Marc GarcelonPhD., Committee Ce&Chair
Social Science Consortium

Donna DavisPh.D.
Department oEducational Leadership, Policy, and Foundations

Uzziel PecinaEd.D.
Department of Teacher Education and Curriculum Studies

Theresa Torres, Ph.D.
Social Science Consortium



CONTENTS

ABSTRACT ...ttt e e e e e rens s e e e e e e s sttt e e e e e e s rnnnsannaeeeees iii
LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS ....ooiiiiii it eeeeee sttt snnnneee e Vii
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ...ttt sttt et annsae e e e e e s s nnnnneeee s Xi
Chapter
1. INTRODUCGCTION ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e eeeeeiiiiee e ettt e e e e s smmne st ee e e e e e snnnaeeeas 1.
2. IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES DURING THE NINTEENTH
O = N I 10 1 17
3. IMMIGRANTS ARRIVE IN KANSAS CITY .o, 28
4. OVERVIEW OF HISTORY ORKANSAS CITY MISSOURI SCHOOL
DISTRICT ..ttt ettt ere e e e e e e smmne s e e e e e e annbeeeeeeemne 49
5. IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE CHILDREN IN KANSASCITYAFTER
THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION ACT OF 1965............ 76
6. REFUGEE CHILDREN ANCFAMILIES, 1990S TO THE PRESENT
DAY e ———— e e e e e e b nanraaaaaa e 98
7. KANSAS CITY MISSOURI SCHOOL DISTRICTAUNCHES A UNIQUE
AND INNOVATIVE PROGRAM ...t 119
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..o e eeemr e e e et e e e e e e e e 143
Y 1 157



Figure

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

1.6.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4

2.5

2.6.

2.7.

2.8

3.1.

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Page
Tweet, The Kansas City BEACOM...........uuuiiiiiiiiieccceiiiiiee e e eeveeeee 2
Naturalization Paapetr.s..of..Raul.o...BR6l ntron
Naturalization Papers éfilomenaD 6 | n t.1..0.0.0.ccccoiiiiiiccciiiniennn. 4

Paul o and Fil omena..Do.l.nt.r.on.o..i.n5t hei

Teacher at Faxon Elementary School...............oovvvviiiccciiiieceen, 7.
Slide fromDissertaiton Proposal..........cccceeeiiiiieeiiieeeiiiiiii e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeveens 15
ImmigrantsOutsidea Building on Ellis Island, circa 1900....................... 17

Kansas Citian§atheratthe Openingof Union Station,

OCtODEr 30, 1914 ..o 20
Edward FMcSweeney, Deputy Commissioner, Ellis Island, 1899........ 23
An ExampleofaS hi po0s .Ma.n.i.f.eS.bo . 23
RegistryClerks Workingat Ellis Island circa 1900Q............cccccceeivieeerienes 24
NewcomerdArriving at Ellis ISland 1907.........cccovvveiiiieiiiiiiieeeee e 25
U.S. Immigrant Population and Share over Time, 18%6sent................. 26
Percentage of the U.S. Population tisadoreign Born.............cceceeeeeveee. 27

An Early Viewof Kansas City along Main Street and 3rd Avenue, 18728

BossTom Pendergasio30..........oeevuuveiimmiiiiiiceeeiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e eennn s 31
Guadalupe Center, 1936........uuuuuiiiiieeie e ceeeiiiras e e e e e e e e e e s anrer e e e e aeeeees 33
ChildrenPlayingin theYard of the Guadalupe Center, 1933.................. 34
Della Cochrane Lamb.............uuuiiiiiiiiiiieeniiiiiiiie e 35
Institutional Church at @nerof 7th Street and Holmes...............ccceee.. 36

Vi

r

S



3.7.

3.8

3.9.

3.10

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

4.5.

4.6.

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

4.10.

411

4.12.

4.13

4.14.

5.1

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

Mattie Rhodes, CIrCa 1890. ... ccuee i eeeee e 37

A WomanandChildrenat Guadalupe Center in 1926.................cccoevvvrnns 44
EmploymentOpportunitiesn theStockyards..............ccccevvvvvviieeeeeeenn. . 46
A Posed Photof Girls Sittingaround &Sewing Table..............cccoovvevnnins 46
Kansas City School District and How it Grel8674 1973 ........................ 50
Washington School, 1868................iiiiiiiiceeiicer e eeeer e 51
Interior Classroom ViewLathrop SchoQI1917.........ccccoeveiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeenn. 53
Lincoln High School, 1890........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 56
StreetLevel Viewof Jefferson SchoolL,310 Wabaskvenue..................... 57
Booker T. Washington Scho@404 Prospect Avenue in the 1980s........ 58
Headline Brown vs. Topeka Board of EducatiorKansas City Star......... 61
Example ofRedlined Maf Kansas City, 1939........ccccoeeviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeennn, 63
Downtown Kansas City, MisSsouri, 1957...............uuuuiiiiiicceeeeieiiiin 64
1955 and 2014mages BeforandAfter Downtown LoopConstruction.....65
Student at Wheatley School for African American Children.................. 6.7
Judge Russell G. Clarl989........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 69
Kansas City, Missouri Magnet Schools of Chaice..........cccccoovvvvvieeeen.. 71
Central HIghSChooOL.............oooiiiieee s 73
President Lyndon B. Johnson signing the Immigration Act of 1965......77
WomanHolding InfantandOtherVietnamese refugees, Don Bosco
Community CenterLlO7h........cooviviiieeeeimemr e eeeeees 80
ESL Teacher Pat GUEFRaro.............oooiiiiiiieeen e 82
Student Protest, WeBligh School,September 1969.................cccvvvvieenn. 83

Vil



5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

6.10.

6.11

Dedication of the Thacher Schddemorial November8, 2021.............. 86
Minority MuseumCreatorDavid Shapiro talking td&Rockhurst University
SHUAENTISLIO99... e e 88
Teachets Hand Book for Kansas City Public Schools, I914................. 90
Page Excerptfrom Teacheés Hand Bookor Kansas City Public Schools,
S PP SRPPPPT 90
Acknowledgementdlistorical Overview of Ethnic Communities........... 91
Background of th&d965 IntegratiorReport...........cceeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 92
Philosophy and GuidelinespngRange Magnet School Plan................. 94
Organizing Principled,ongRange Magnet School Plan........................ Q4
Excerpt fromWorkbook, Intercultural Intergroup Relations.................... 96
ForeignBorn Population of the Kansas CRegion, 19902015.............. 100

ManonBol , One of .t.h.e..f.lL.o.s.t...B.0.y.s.0.102
Ron Nguen, Son of ViethamesRefugees................evvvviiiiiceeveennnnnnn. 103
Photo from the Exhibit...Al.n.d.i.s.p.a0g

Students at Emma Jones 6Schdola.s..s.....A05

EmmaJones, Gladstone Element&ghool.............cccceeeeiiiiiiiieeciceeenn. 106
Karen Group Playing Chinlone...............ccooeiiiiiieeeeiiiiiesee e 109
Afghan Refugees at Washington Dulles International Airpatrt............. 110

ABi ke for Ref.g.ees.a. .. .Rec.i.pi.ent.s.112
The Salvation Choir from Tanzamia..........c.eee e 113

Northeast Citizens @chool Closure Meeting...........cccceeeeveeeieiieecennnnnnn. 115

viii

abl

Gl

e: K

adst



7.1

7.2

7.3.

7.4.

7.5.

7.6.

7.7.

7.8.

7.9.

7.10.

7.11.

7.12.

7.13.

7.14.

7.15.

7.16

KCPS opens Internatinal Welcome Center for English

Language LEAINEIS.........couvuiiiiiiiiiiiee e 121
Ryan RumphPrincipal of the Global Academy..............cccevvvivviiieecinnnne. 122
ANlYSON HIlE ... e e e 122

Mark T. Bedell, Former Superintendent of Kansas City Pi8s#iwools....124
Gl obal Acad&KmanwétasP&Lgey Publ.i.c..I82

Educators Welcome Students to the International Welcome Center..133

Students and Teacher at the Global Academy..............ccooiiiiieeenninn 134
Engoma Fatakat theKCPS InternationaWelcome Centetr..................... 135
The Front of the Woodland Schaal.............cccovviiiieee e 136
Students Entrance to International Welcome Center and Global

Y or= Vo (=10 PO 137
Directional Pole Outside the International Welcome Center............... 138
Stairs to the Second FIOOL............ooooiiiieeee e 139

Enroliment Office, International Welcome Center and Global Academy0

Table and Chairs for Small Work Group..........cccooeeeviiiiiieeeiiie e, 140
Hallway Mural ..o e 141
KCPSSchool Board Meetinylinutes, August 4, 2021..............cccceeeeee 142

hool 6s



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

| wish to thank the members of my committee for assisting and inspiring me to dive
into this topic. Dr. Torres, the seeds for this proposal idea were planted in your class. Dr.
Garcelon, the questions that are driving my research were sharpened in yosirecla . I 61 1
never | ook at institutions and how we all | e
Dr. Pecina, your advice and suggestions helped me further hone my focus and strengthen my
resolve to keep going. Dr. Davis, the work in your classéishine through in this project
and provide the sustenance for me to keep exploring long after the dissertation is finished.

| 6d |I'i ke to specifically acknowledge my c
for her invaluable help. My writing and tirmanagement skills were nourished in your
classes and under your advisement. Thank you for encouraging me to tell this story.

| wish to thank Elijah Winkler, research librarian at the Missouri Valley Historical
Special Collections at the Central Librarytbé Kansas City Public Library. | appreciated
the chance to Atalk shopo about | ibrary busi
wonderful resources the MVSC had to offer.

| wish to thank Julie Tenenbaum for her keen editing advice on mytdisse. Your
calm and patient manner was a blessing during the final stages of my doctoral journey.

Thank you to my or al hi story targets. Dr .
enthusiasm for sharing your recollections even after you had moved on to yoposigan
in Maryland. Mrs. Allyson Hile, | was reminded of the power of reflection as you brought me
into the memories of your story bbw the school came to be. Mrs. Nasra, thank you for
sharing your memory of helping the students with the work of learning English and
encouraging them to hold on to what makes them who they are. And Mr. Ryan Rumpf, thank

X



you for answering all of my questis and emails, for taking time out to talk to me on a busy
morning, and for opening up your school so | could try to tell its story.

And finally, | wish to thank my husband Shawn for his steady support through the
years and especially the encouragemedtraany cups of coffee handed to me as | worked
to finish this dissertation. And thanks to my daughter Zora for her distractions, disturbances,

and intrusions, reminders that my greatest work is unfin&hesing your mom.

Xi



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
| Begin the Story during the COVID-19 Pandemic

If I chose a random person and asked them about their memories of the @OVID
pandemic during 2021, my guess is they might list disruptions in routines at home and work
and the effects on the rhythms of personal and family life. We were all forced to adjust how
we went about our days. Keeping current with information about developments in local and
federal pandemic responses occupied much of our attention while we stagedesor
returned to our places of work and school. | remember looking to see which stores had
closed, which services were paused, and any glimmers of hope and progress that might be
happening somewhere.

Kansas City Public Schodlsad reopened arat my school, Foreign Language
Academy, the teacheemteredheir classrooms, and | went to my school library. We all
dutifully wore masks, kept six feet apart from one another, and walked in the hallways in one
direction to lower risk of contamination thigiuthe air. | remember working and also
patiently waiting for everything to turn bac
put this whole event behind us.

On a particularly difficult day after teaching while wearing a mask, | went home and
loggedonto Twitter. Disruptions can lead to new routines, and one | created was to scroll for

Tweets posted around the courfsy stories about those who were making a difference in

L In this dissertation, the district is referred tdkamsas City Missouri School District or Kansas City Public
Schools. In March 2013, Kansas City Missouri School District officially changed its name to Kansas City
Public Schools, according to Policy AA of its Board Policies. Kansas City Public Schodss, 202
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=228&revid=fecQqVIVVxFZHySuSoalZw==&pti
d=amlIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false.
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social justice issues and who were helping people who needed essential sdreites

much was closedis | was &periencing the lockdown after only a few months as a Kansas

City resident, Twitter had become my window into what was happening across the city. It

was how

| became aware of Kansangtheddast ydés 1 nde

frequently reported local issues and developments in the area. It is one of the habits |

developed during that time that | kept.

After scrolling a bit past the increasingly common grim predictions of pandemic

trouble, | read a Tweet posted Dlye Kansas City Beacon fi We

ar

e

her e

theycanbs uccessf ul in their classroom, 0

newspape(see Figure 13

&« Tweet

The Kansas City Beacon &
@kcbeacon

“We are here to get them ready so they can be
successful in their classrooms.”

@kcpublicschools' new International Welcome Center
center helps refugees, immigrants in #KansasCity.
Report by @MariaFBenevento.

thebeacon.media

‘A 60,000-square-foot welcome mat’: New KCPS center h...
The International Welcome Center will serve newcomers who
don't speak English and have limited or disrupted formal ...

4:30 AM - Sep 24, 2021

to get

referen

Figure 1.1 The Tweet that sparked the dissertation. Souraeet, The Karsas City Beacon,
here t o getsudcdsdumn theg dassyooraSeptembee34 can b

inWe are
2021,4:30 a.m.

2MariaBenevent o -SqiiaeAo G t0 , WéI0c o me

Studentg) The Kansas City Beaco8gptember 23, 202hitp://kcheacon.org/stories/2021/09/23/kcesiter
helpsrefugeestudents/.
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The combination of the Twitter handle of the Kansas City Public Schools,
@kcpublicschool s, with the words Anewodo and
and read the arSquacck@ot i WéledomédA M&tL, ®O0OO0ONew KCP
ImmigrantRef ugee Students. o0 The article about a
and refugees commanded my attention and has held it ever since.

| 6 nBtranger Here Myself

| began teaching at Foreign Language Academy, a school in KCR8gust 2019
when | moved here with my husband. He was offered a great job opportunity he could not
pass up. Kansas Citytigefirst placel have made home in the Midwest. | was born in
Brooklyn, New Yorkandwas raised in and went to college in N@svsey. Moving here was
a big event, as | am the only one of my siblings to move énway New JerseyBut my
f ami | y 6 s mhanysoties of peoflean®ving because of the promise of opportunity.

My mother, an immigrant from Italy who spent part of tieifdhood and teenage
years in Venezuela when her family emigrated there for employment opportunities in the
1960s, moved to the U.S. when she married my fatftew is a first generation immigrant.

My fatherdés family is fregomn Sobtrern#alymemydi st ri ct
mother. | grew up visiting grandparents who did not receive a formal education and spent
time with cousins, aunts, and uncles who spoke lItalian almost exclusively during family

gatherings. Despite being immersed in Italianmy those gatherings, my father discouraged

Italian from being spoken at home.



Figure 1.2Naturalization papers ofyNonng P a u | o Pawolamived ai Ellis Ilsland
in 1932.

75 (TN TN wrazy .
SC - ViU oy D —
ORIGINAL SRS NP A v R R W |
SSCAN) G

TO BE GIVEN T —— =
THE PERSON NATURA 70 &
! 3

No. 534
< p— ! 5 ?Tsos
Totttten ey Lgmneaaasy
-#zk’)l/l/w‘w o
amifitirr, lh:k’/ ler s of ke f 2 |-
wrgh/ 15, ey foyes  Browns el s Bemale
Gt “ﬂ“lffgémmw, %ﬁm ";34’1’2«3‘?'%

Loty ek oo cereopi S e AR

Figure 1.3. Naturalization papers ofMdonnga F i | o me n &ilonedal falldweddhero .
belovedto Americayears laterin 1944,

My grandfathearrived just beforenajor immigration policy changeandmy
grandmother arrivedftermore changes were madter World War ll(see Figures 1.2 and

1.3). My grandfather, Paulo, was sponsored by relatives who had arrived in Jersey City, New
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Jerseya few years before his arrival at Ellis Island in 1932. His work experience and
expertise was listed in his immigration papers as cheese maker. He marriezhohpagher

in Italy before he left for the United States. My grandmother, Filonjeimeed her husband

in the U.S. in 1944. Nonno Paulo wanted to havestablished a business before his wife

made the journey from her home to the United States. He opestect an Jackson Avenue

in Jersey City, New Jersey, a delicatessen specializing in Italian foods, especially handmade

mozzarella, in 1946see Figure 1.4)

Figurel.4Paul o and | omena DO6lntrono in their s
New Jesey. The store opened in 1946. Photo credit: unknown

My mot herdéds i mmigration story is differen
fatheroés family. She emigrated from Venezuel
married my father in BrooklyrNew York This protected her immigration status, but she
was not a citizenShe held on to her green card until 199Ben she took the test and

became a naturalized citizeln the years before she attained U.S. citizenship, | do not



remember hearing h#alk or complain about any issues with her green card status. The only
time |1 was ever reminded she still has it was on the return trips home after visiting Venezuela
in the 1980s. It felt like my brothers, my Qauohd | could race through U.S. customs
compared to my Mombés wait in what seemed to
airport. She needed to enter the United States with others who were without U.S. passports.
In 1992 she studied for the citizenship test, passed, and was sworn iAragrcan citizen
in Hackensack, New Jersey.
As | got older | learned more about the dynamics of my family and how they were
affected by the immigrant experience. My father, the son of two Italian immigrants, wished
for an American childhood experience foy siblings and me-e began to take action
toward this goalvhenheturnedeighteera nd changed hi s, armameghatt r om A
is common in our famil y@s ar emgoiroen tiynpilctaal yn,am

At home, around the familyand when my mother wanted to grab his immediate atterttéon

was cal joea mAlcdmame for Catal do. But out in
suburban New Jersey friends, he went by AChKT
Reflecting on my familyo®rybfimnigrationy and | e a

resettlement, and assimilation led me to understand more about my part in the story. | arrived

at the realizatiothat thelack of encouragement and space to try, fail, and attempt to acquire
fluency i n my f amiepaptédsme framragpdrt oflmy ilentityaThielech ad s
me to begin to name feelings thdtddhad but never understood. What Italian | can speak |
learned on my own, grasping for but still feeling locked out of the use of specific cultural

currency with easedblv e al ways been sensitive tosoothers



| do my best to extend some space to the children in my classes whose parents are new to

Kansas City and to the United States.

A New School? In This Pandemic?

Figure 1.5A teacher works in amall group at Faxon Elementaéghool.Source: Maria
Benevento, fADeadl i ne L oeo$h.85 Billionrin CRAVIB Blaneyyr i Sc ho
The Beaconk-ebruary 7, 202http://kcbeacon.org/stories/2022/02/0#thessourischools
covid-money

Learning about the new school for immigrants and refugees gave me tlo¢ idea
telling the storyin my dissertation. As a child of immigrants | was, of course, happily
surprised to read the article from tkansas City Beacothat was linked to th&weet. At the
same time, the announcement also stung. | am a librarian at Foreign Language Academy in
the Kansas City Public Sch@olA large number of the students at FLA either are immigrants
or refugees themselves or have parents and caregivers wihordggants and refugees.
There was no communication about this new school in any email or announcement to KCPS
teachers. | thought this story could be just the right news to lift the spirits of my colleagues
who were struggling to teach in the new envin@mt. A positive news story, for once! |

wondered why a big announcement never appeared in the local newspapers and why KCPS

was not celebrating this development with us alidknowledgehe importance of progress
7



and change, even during timesuoicertainty. What better way than to recognize the
contributions that immigrants and refugees bring to our city than to open a new school
specifically for the needs of their newly resettled children? | wanted to learn as much as |
could about this populath and about the school so | could tell the story.

The Story of the Children of Immigrants and Refugees and the Public School System
Kansas City, Missourhas an established and growing immigrant and refugee
population. Although there is a body of litare¢ documenting the early waves of newcomers
to the city beginning in the late 1800s, resources about subsequent arrivals fromthe mid
twentigh century onwards are more scarce, and even less exists about the children who

arrived with their families and ewlled in the Kansas City Public School system.

| saw a need to develop a story that knit together a sequence of arrivals of immigrants
and refugees that bagwith the establishment of Kansas City in the mideteeth century
and continues to the preseatay. | wrote this story, looking at these events and developments
through the lens of the experiences of the children of immigrant and refugee children who
enroll in the Kansas City Public School system.

Exploring the details of the history of childdm®xperiences showed how the school
systemalong with independent resettlement groissisted many newcomers. My research
interestancludedexaminng how theeconomic and social circumstances in Kansas City
affected their experiences.

My dissertation ciminates with the opening of a new school specifically for the
children of immigrants and refugees. The openirgurprisingbecause it occurred during the

COVID-19 pandemic in August of 2021, a time when mianigansas City andround the



world were immesed in uncertainty and fear. My research also focuses on some of the far
reaching aspects of the American education system that go beyond curriculum: in times of
uncertainty and confusion, public schools work to ensure vulnerable portions of our
populatian are seen and supported.

Remarkably, this school was opened with little fanfare. There was little mention in
the local newspapers, a little more in independent news sources. It was a worthwhile
endeavor to learn more about this sci®opening and to uredstand more about the school
di strictébés policies about this populwetion.
may be in a better position to creagtterpolicies for this population in the future.

Research Questions with Rationale for Each
Following are myresearch questions, witherationalefor each.
0 What is the history of the flow of children with refugee and immigrant status into
the United States, the Midwest regiamd Kansas City, Missoyfrom 1900 to
2000?
Rationale‘A look back athehistory of howthe Kansas CitiissouriSchool District
managed immigrant enrollmeistimportant as it will help inform how best to serve this
population in the future. Knowing where we have been will help us work to provide the best
edwcation for the children of immigrants and refugees in Kansas City.

0 What is the history of the Kansas City Public School system with regard to the

policies and practices of integrating children with refugee and immigrant status

into the KCPS school system?



Rationale: | want to look at what the district was supposed to do and what actually happened
to the children once they were enrolled as students. A close look at how the children who
arrived in earlier times to the city in contrast to those who arriveé necently is important
in order to create a timeline to show changes and gaps.
0 How did the International Welcome Center and Global Academy, alhglf

school tailored to the needs of recent immigrants and refugees, come to be in

September 20217
Rationale: The opening of a new school during some of the darkest days of the-C®VID
pandemic is remarkable. Learning more about how the decision to open the school was made
andby whom in the school district and community is importaas it will help uncover how
decisions about educational opportunities for immigrant and refugee children are made.

Historical Research Methodology

| studed and examiné primary and secondary source documents, artifacts, records,
newspaper articles and archived materials thaedete tell this story.

We remember the stories webve been told
stories of how our parents met andy we grew up where we did, all of these are stories we
haveeither heard once or many timéshink we can easily remember them because there is
a beginning, middleand end. Stories also stick with us because they hook into what we
already know and filin gaps and help clear up an incomplete picture. An explanation
through a story is remembered easily and carried away by the listener. Historical research is
best for this project because of the people involved. It encompasses many areas of life:

econome, social, emotionabnd political.

10



Primary and Secondary Sources Consulted

| read and collected primary source documentation about the arrival of different
waves of immigrants and refugee children to Kansas City, Missouri. Primary source
documents, inclding but not limited to school district committee agendas reports, school
board meeting agendas and reports, Kansas City municipal reports, photographs, data from
independent resettlement agencies in Kansas City, and federal and local census data were
alsosearched forgollected, and woven into the story.

Thek ey archives for this project were hous
Central branch, th8pecial Collectionsoom at the Missouri Valley Special Collections, and
online databasescludingthe Missouri State Heritage website. Public institutions in Kansas
City have a wealth of resources thatre perfect for my research interests. They included but
were not limitedtaheKansas City Public Libraryés onl i nce
Boardof Educationds website.

Newspapers

Articles from national and local newspapers were accessed through an online portal
or microfiche or microfilm at the Kansas City Public Library and the Miller Nichols Library
at the University of MissouiKansas City. bcal newspapers that | searched through
includedThe Kansas City Stafhe Kansas City Evening St@n early iteration of he
Kansas City Stgr The Call andNortheast Newd collected articles from independent news
sourcesThe Kansas City Beacon, FlatlaiiCUR, andThe Independertb help provide
historical context.

Print Books
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Books were consulted about the history of Kansas City and incoming groups of
immigration from the beginning of theneteetth century. Scholarly fiés about immigration
to the United States and to the Midwest region were also included.

The books consulted and used in this dissertation about immigration to the United

States includé&merican Immigration: A Very Short Introductibg David A. Gerbef which

gives an overview of the waves of immigrants that arrived in the United States and also lists

the Congressiona&cts that restricted and increased the number of immigrants to enter the
United StatesAmerica Classifies the Immigrants: from Ellis isthto the 2020 Censiy

Joel Pearlmédhalso provided a valuable overview of the complex history of classifying
immigrants It also includes sections that are important to this story such as how
classification had an impact on certain groups more thamsotheother title thaprovides
valuable background on specific Congressional Acts is Gabriel J. Chin and Rose Cuison

Vi | | az oThésmiprationkand Nationality Act of 1965: Legislating a Mewerica.’

Chin and Villazor 6s diofarkation tneededamutthe he backagr

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. This federal act had a profound effect on the

guantity and variety of countriégom whichimmigrants and refugeegeregranted entry
Books and articles written about teeperience of adults as they navigkttee

experience of immigration and refugee status were easy to;lEsteasy were ones about

children. | found afew includingguc k s Raf t. : A Hi s tbpStephem f

3 David A. Gerber, American Immigtian: A Very Short Introduction@xford: Oxford University Press, 2011
4 JoelPerlmann, America Classifies the Immigrants: From Ellis Island to the 2020 Cei@arsbridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 20118

5 Gabriel J.Chin and Rose Cuison VillazoFhe Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965: Legislating a New
America(Cambridge [UK]:Cambridge University Press, 2015

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=sso&db=nlebk&AN=1077331&scope=site.
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Mintz.® His book provides aoverview of the experience of childhood in the United States

and includes a section on immigrant chil dren

Other Sources
Books consulted were about the history of Kansas City and incoming groups of
immigration from the beginning of theneeerh century.Scholarly titles about immigration
to the United States and to the Midwest region were also included. | gathered all information
within these titles about the educational experiences of the children of the immigrants once
they resettled anenrolled in schools in Kansas City, Missouri.

History titles that provided context for the social movements in Kansas City were

Wide-Open Town: Kansas City in the Pendergast’irad Shar y L amb ACHyi r mer 6 s

Divided The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 198808 The Pendergast era stretched for
aboutfifteenyears from 1925 to about 1940.lead about Pendergasto6s
helpedi mmi gr ant s secure employment when they
looks at the history of the city from the perspective of racial issues that were present from the
inception of the city.

Books that give an overview of how real estate carngsathat sold homes in Kansas
City were also involved with the racial problems provided insi@heating the Suburban
SchoolAdvantage: Race, Localism, and Inequality in an American Metrdpatikles the

specific ways powerful real estate companies divided up the city and contributed to the racial

6 Steven MintzH u ¢ k 6 sA Histry of.American Childhoo@Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press/Harvard
University Press, 2004

" Diane Mutti Burke Jason Roe, and John Herron, B#de-Open Town: Kasas City in the Pendergast Era
(Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2018

8 Sherry LamiSchirmer A City Divided: The Racial Landscape of Kansas City, 12060(Columbia,MO:
University of Missouri Press, 2002

9 John L. RuryCreating the Suburban School Advantage: Race, Localism, and Inequality in an American
Metropolis. Histories of American Educati@ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2020).
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https://kansaspress.ku.edu/978-0-7006-2706-6.html
https://eds.s.ebscohost.com/eds/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie4prVQq66wSKzj34HspON88ba3R7CqrUquqLA4srCxSbiqszjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6e3S7GvtU%2b2rqSL59q7T%2bHYtkmy2N9F4dzgSauq4Hvfo7ZJsNurSrOu4Emw265JrqniWPDb4oHxnOp57N27feyc4nq75Op94OGkjN%2fdu1nMnN%2bGu6iwULGntVGk3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&vid=1&sid=7cb814ba-cfb1-4bca-812e-258b12e0103d@redis
https://eds.s.ebscohost.com/eds/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie4prVQq66wSKzj34HspON88ba3R7CqrUquqLA4srCxSbiqszjOw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6e3S7GvtU%2b2rqSL59q7T%2bHYtkmy2N9F4dzgSauq4Hvfo7ZJsNurSrOu4Emw265JrqniWPDb4oHxnOp57N27feyc4nq75Op94OGkjN%2fdu1nMnN%2bGu6iwULGntVGk3O2K69fyVeTr6oTy2%2faM&vid=1&sid=7cb814ba-cfb1-4bca-812e-258b12e0103d@redis

di vi de. K e v i RaceFReal Es@ie tamddJmeden Development: The Kaiigas
Experience, 1902000 is also about this topic and focssm white flight and how Kansas
Cityds public school s s apretlatoryerdcticest om r e al est
Oral Histories

Oral histories were collected in order to gain a better pictuttee context of the
different eras of this historiography as well as to arrive at an answer or conclusion at different
parts of the story when primary source documentation was unavailable. Oral histories put the
people first, front and center. They fitl gaps and help bring the reader into the stihigugh
they may be unfamiliar with the topic. Oral histonese essential for this project pwovide
context for how the Global Academy came to be.

The aal historynarratorsarelisted here withtherationale for each choice.

0 Mr. Ryan Rumpf, Principadf the Global Academy at the International Welcome

Center, Kansas City Public Schools. Mr. Rumpf was principal at the §shool

opening andholdsthe same position today.

O«

Mrs. Nasra, garaprofessionair teacher at The International Welcome Center

and Global Academy

O«

Mrs. Allyson Hile, Director of Language Services and Cultural Equity for Kansas
City Public Schools. Ms. Hile was in her position at the opening of the school and

currently holdghe same psition.

O«

Dr. Mark Bedell, Superintendent of Schools, Kansas City Public Schools, 2016

2022. Dr. Bedell has since movedasSuperintendent of a district in Baltimore,

0 Kevin FoxGotham,Raee, Real Estate, and Uneven Development: The Kansas City Experienc&00800
(State University of New York Press, 2002
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Bringing together the perspective of Education and Social Science led me to better

it wasworth reaching out to him as he was superintendent of KCPS at the time of

thescwkol 6s opening.

The Interdisciplinarity of this Dissertation was Essential

examine the systems and structures within our public education system, and Kansas City in

particular.The characteristics of each discipline were integrated, woven togatidedrove
my questions and sustained my curiosity about this population and theifsgeryigure

1.6)

Figure 1.6.This slide from mydissertatiorproposal presentatiallustrates the

ELPF and Social Science Consortium Together Equal Interdisciplinary Research!

Education, Leadership, Policy, TR ——

and Foundations Social Science Consortium My Historiography

Dissertation

interdisciplinarity of my dissertation.

this historiography with background information about me as an educator, studeht and t

daughter of immigrants. Chapt2focuses on the background history of immigrants coming

t

coming to Kansas City, Missouri. Chaptenelps set the scene for the immigrants arriving in

the city by providing a background of the Kansas City Public School history where most

(0]

There are seven chapters in this dissertation. Chaptartains the introduction to

t

he

Overview of the Chapters

Uni ted States fr om3fdcuses orcimmnigrants y 6 s
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immigrant and refugee children receive an education. Chapgdurns to the immigrant
story in the 1960s to the 198@ndChapter6 takes us to the 1990s and then to the 2020s.
Chapter7 ends the story with the opening of a new school for immigrants and refugees in the
Kansas City Public Schao$ystem, The International Welcome Center and Global
Academy The opening bthis schooin August of 2021s the high point of this dissertation,
the event that | was made aware ofddyweet and one thaplanteda seed that germinated in
this researché brain and demanded to be nourished and given space to grow.
Conclusion

This educational historiography tethe story of the educational experiences of
immigrant and refugee children in the Kansas City School syst@minating with the
opening of the International Welcome Center and Global Academy. The school is
specifically designed for immigrant and refugee children in Kansas City. The following
chapters tell the story from the earliest days of Kansas Citgwminatewith the opening

of the school.
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CHAPTER 2
IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES DURING THENINETEENTH CENTURY
This chapter provides an overview of the history of immigrant arrivatseitunited
States during the midineteenttcentury(see Figure.1). The rationale for including this
chapter about natnal immigration trends is to provide background information for the rest
of the story. Searching for resources about the increase in population size and changes in

demographics of the United Statesmportant for the following chapters of this diss&da.

The Tapestry of American Memories

g

Figure2.1.Immigrants outside a building on Ellis Island, circa 19@8urcefiPhotograph,
Immigrants Outside a Building on Ellis Island, early 20th CendlPpcumented Rights,
National Archives, Records of tiublic Health Service, Record Group 90 (National
Archives Identifier 595650), https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/documented
rights/exhibit/section3/detail/ellislandimmigrants.html.

S e

Davis A. Gerbeis' book, American Immigration: A Very Short Introduatigives an
overview of the waves of immigrants that arrived in the United States and also lists the

Congressional Acts that first restricted the number of immigrants to enter the U.S., as well as

! David A. Gerber American Immigration: A Very Short Introducti¢@xford: Oxford University Press, 20.1
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thelater Acts that allowed for more to enter. To considemigrationthroughthe lens of

how open the United Statdsorders were at different eras in United States history is to also
consider the timing of these policies and how the policies affected the experiences of
newcomers to the United States.

Gerberlists significant acts that created opportunities for large numbers of
immigrants and refugees to enter th&.Ufirst in the 1840s and 1850s, second in the late
1890s to World War |, and last and most recently, the group that entered after modifications
were made with the Immigration and Naturalization Act of 19%Be first two waves
coincide with a time period when the United States was transforming from an agricultural
economy to one that was more urban and industrialized. Laborers were needed, and
immigration policies were put in place to allow more people to move to and settle in the
United States to fill available jobs. It was during this wave that my own grandparents left
their jobs as olive and grape farmers in Southern Italy and migrated towles East Side of
New York City.

Gerber writesabouthow the arrival and resettlement of immigrants and refugees was
also a part of the experiences of the residents who were already living in the United States.
The negative reactions of residents to the@awmers arriving was more complex than simply
feeling unsure about foreign languages, custama ways of life. Gerber writes,

[N]ativism need not always be racist or maairited; those who want the state to

limit immigration and access to citizensmyay have little against immigrants, and
instead may be concerned about the welfare of the d@astablished residerd$

2 Gerber American Immigréon.
3 Gerber American Immigrationl6.
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For exampleCongress overrode a presidential veto and passed the 1917 Immigrafion Act
that was designed to exclude more immigrants by imposing limits by creating tests on
literacy and wording to exclude those from iAesiatic zoned Negative reactions of native
born residents were attributed to how laws allowing more immigration woube sha
demographics of neighborhoods and cities. In sitosas not simply about how the
makeup of the country was changingforced residents to consider the meaning of who
should be counted as an American.

Much of what we may tell ourselves aboutawive know about the place we live
likely includes stories and anecdotes thatGerber writes, afenshrined in American
memory® Stories, for example, explain why our cities appear as they do, why the highways
are positioned where they are, and why our neighborhoods are located where they are. When
we think about immigranta&holive in our cities, it may be too easy for some taiass we

know the story, when in fact there is more to learn.

4 LorraineBoissoneaultfiLiteracy Tests and Asian Exclusion Were the Hatheaf the 1917 Immigration
A c tSmithsonian Magazine, February 6, 2pa@cessed December 4, 2022,
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/h@mericagrappledimmigration100-yearsago180962058/.
5 BoissoneaultfiLiteracy Tests 0 3 .

19



o SN

Figure2.2. Kansas Cltlans gathrﬁue openlng of Union Statlomctober 30, 1914 For
many immigrants and refugees, it was the first building they saw upon arrival to their new
city. Sourceunionstation.org.

Immigration Laws that Restricted and Permitted People into the US.

Investigating the beginning of the story of the first laws and Astealsthat
limitations are as old as the country itself: during the same time the American colonies
became the United States during the American Revolution, the young country put laws in
place to limit migratiorflows. | knew a little about those lanas part &my family& history
was that my grandfather was allowed to emigrate during the period just before the limitations
on peple from Southern Italyere put in place

Laws were writta to mirror political opinion abouhe newcomeg@arrival® Early
laws imppsed restrictions that favored northern Europeans. Laws would continue to restrict

some groups and allow greatermbersof other groups. By 1875 restrictions were put into

6 paveraCohn,iHow U.S. Immigration Lawsand Ruls Have ChangedPewwResearahgh Hi st or )
Center(blog), accessed February 19, 20B8ps://www.pewresearch.org/faienk/2015/09/30/howu-s-
immigrationlaws-andruleshavechangeethroughhistory/.
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place that limited the number aériminals, people with contagious diseases, patyigts,
anarchists, beggars, and importers of prostibLassvell agimmigrants from Asian
countriesd’ By the 1900s fewer people were migrating from northern European countries
and more were arriving from southern and eastern European countries. ThespdBded to
this change in migration flow by enacting two Acts in 1921 and 1924 in hopes of returning to
older immigration patterns. Congress established quota systems that were contingent on
country of origin in order to restrict the number of immigsainom southern and eastern
Europe®

Immigration restrictions began to fall apart in the 1940s when laws were passed to
allow more people from China to enter the U.S. and then in the MB6s a law allowed
visas for those from other Asian countriesl &race was formally removed as grounds for
exclusiond® These changes would continue until 1965 when, due to the global political
situation, Congress passed the 1965 Immigration and Naturalization Act. This Act favored
family reunification and allowed merskilled immigrants to migrate to theSJinstead of
adhering to quota systertfsSince that time, laws have focused on refugees or people fleeing
their country of origirbecause ofiolence due to war or other political conflicts.

flAmerica Classifies thelmmigrants o

As | wondered about how these classification systems came to be for immigrants

coming to the United States, | came across a recently published book that helped me fill in

parts of this story that | did not know. The bdwkpedme understanchat historical research

" Cohn,fiHow U.S. ImmigrationLaws 0 par a. 3.
8 cohn,fiHow U.S. Immigration Laws.
9 Cohn,fiHow U.S. ImnigrationLaws 0 para. 4.

10 cohn,iHow U.S. Immigration Laws.
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contains stories of origins. Examining the origins of decisions made in the past may help us
as we figure ouhow best to handle what is happening in the presenpesphre for what
may develop in the future.

Joel Perlmand booR?! begins with the story behind the original list of classification
used by agents at Ellis Island. The origin offibhist of Race® the list that was used to
classify immigrants as they were processed at Ellis Island, was not the product of
fideliberative écussion by high elected officials, a careful procedure of review by their
administrators, consultation with experts on racial classification, testing forms and
responses’? but instead itginitial purposes were benighThe list would later be used by
nativists who would look for reasons to argue the desirability of one group of people from
Europe over another.

A pair of officials working at EIllis 1sla
Victor Safford, created the list as an answer to a necdssiyfigure 2.3Neither man was
trained in any area of social science. When ships arrived at Ellis Island, a passenger list was
provided by the steamship companies to the agents at the port. The passenger list contained
information about each passengach as gender, age, marriage status, last residence, and

nationality(see Figure 2.4)

11 30el PerimannAmerica Classifies the Immigrants: From Ellis Island to the 2020 Cei@arsbridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2018).

12 PerlmannAmerica Classifiesl 3.
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Figure2.3. Edward FMcSweeney, Deputy Commissioner, Ellis Island, 1&8urce fiThe
Future of our Past: Social and Cultural Histoi@G Archives, 2023,
https:/ivww.ggarchives.com/Immigration/Ellisisland/TheGreatGatewayToAmerica

1899.html
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Figure2.4. An example of a shijs mamfestSourceRosemary Meszaros and Katherine

PennavariafiGovDocs to the Rescue! Debunking an Immigration Myflgcuments to the
People46, no. 1 (April 9, 2018):1712.
https://journals.ala.org/index.php/dttp/article/view/6655.

Stafford suggested anhg) a question about race to clarify an issue that stemmed from

the fact that for the first timdarge number of ngrants were coming from multinational
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empires, especially Russia and Augtfongary® and all people under these classifications
were being classified in terms of nationality, which referred to political status or being a

member of a particular empire aruntry. Many were also arriving from nations under more
than one European empire. This presented a problem for the agents at Ellis Islatiteyhen

hadto classify people coming from central and Eastern Eufege Figure 2.5)

Figure2.5. Registryclerks working at Ellis Islanccirca 1900SourceMeszarosand
PennavarigiGovDocs to the Rescue!

Perlmann writesthat Saffordmade theargument that using race instead of nationality
would be more precise and better for data collection. Safford and Mc8yweere driveno
adjust the classification systdr economic reasongéccording to Perlmanrgafford
argued thatace should be iteded in the question on tipassenger lisind intake materials
at Ellis Island:

This movement of immigration is not a senseless movement like the stampede of

cattle but is in the main intelligence and fluctuates according to the supply and
demand in th@articular industrial field into which a certain class enters. The study of

13 PerlmannAmericaClassifies,18.
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our labor conditions has been brought within the scope of the federal government and
economists even now look to us for certain data. If we fail to obtain economic value
clearly wihin our power we can scarcely hope to escape being called to account for

our neglect*

The types of jobs the immigrants would do, where they would veoidk how they
would contribute to furthering industrial economic development in the United Statéisavas
biggest concern. McSweeney and Saffendork redesigning the questions and process of
classification in ordeto simplify the bureaucratic realm of immigration intake would have

lasting effects in areas of society that these two men never anticjpageHigure 2.6)

“ J b 5 o ‘.g_'<
S ik o o Rt

Figure2.6. Newcomesarriving at Ellis Island907 Sourceecky ittIe,ﬁHow the
Immigrants Who Came to Ellis Island in 1907 Compare to Arrivals Toddigfory.com,
April 2, 2019, https://www.history.com/news/ellislandimmigrantscomparetoday-study.
Data of Immigration into the United States
| found The Migration Policy Institute (MPI) provided data and research about
immigration trends in the United States. \&P3ite provided historical and recent dalt@ut
the numbers of immigrants and refuged® entered the L$. beginning in 1850Figure 27

uses the MPI data to show the numbecsaased and compares the nundfe@mmigrants

with the percentage of the U Spulation as a whole. The graph shows that although the

14 Perlmam, America Classifiesl9.
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number of immigrants has increased since an uptick that began in 1965, the immigrants as a

percentage of the United States population has fallen

Number of Immigrants and Their Share of the Total U.S. Population, 1850-2021
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Figure2.7. U.S. Immigrant Population and Shareer Time, 1850PresentSource:
flmmigrant Population and Share over Time, Ig%@sent Migration Policy Institute,
August 14, 2013nttps://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/détab/charts/immigrant
populationovertime.

Another sourcef data isfiHistorical Census Statistics on the ForeBorn
Population of the United States: 18200('° from the Pew Research Centeebsite. Their
data showhatthe percentage of the foreign born wasgeiicenin 1850, the earliest date

for such statistics, and increased in 1860 to p8r2entand then stayed close to that

percentage until 193When it fell to 11.6 percent (see Figure 2.8)he amounts fell

57u.s. Immigrant Population and Share over Time, 1B&ksent Migration Policy InstituteAugust 14,
2013 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/datab/charts/immigranpopulationovertime.
16 Cohn,fiHow U.S. Immigration Laws 0
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consistently until 1970vhenthe number of immigrae entering the U.Shegan to rise

again®’ likely due to the passage of the 1965 Immigration and Naturalization Act.

% OF THE U.S. POPULATION THAT IS FOREIGN BORN
20%

10%

0%
1800 1850 1900 1950 2000

Figure2.8. Percentage of the U.S. Population that is Foreign ERwarce:DdveraCohn,
fiHow U.S. Immigration Laws and Rules Ha@banged through HistojyPew Research
Center(blog), accessed February 20, 2Q28tps://www.pewresearch.org/fact
tank/2015/09/30/how-s-immigrationlaws-andruleshavechangeethroughhistory/.
Conclusion

This chaptegavean overview of immigration tthe United States during the natisn
earliest days and set the stage for the demographic changes of the U.S. thaedevtiep
following decades. Chapterddscusgsthe circumstances thhtought immigrants to Kansas
City from its inception in 1850.

My dissertation aims to fill in the details of the history that naliwen or long
established residés of Kansas City may assume tikeypw and fill in parts of the story
about the immigrant populatidrom their viewpoint My hope is to show how development

of the United States and Kansas G#tinterdependent with the arrival and resettlement of

immigrants.

17 cohn,fiHow U.S. Immigration Laws.
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CHAPTER 3
IMMIGRANTS ARRIVE IN KANSAS CITY
The arrival of immigrants and refugees is an essential part of theyrastine
development of Kansas City from a few small businesses put infplatcavelers going out
west toa citywith a major railroad station and meat processing facilities. While the city was
growing, immigrants and refugees resettled, found employraed made the city their new
home. Their arrival also further diversified Kansas &itgthnic demographigsee Figure
3.1).

How Immigration Began to Change the Demographics of Kansas City

MVSC, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missoun

Figure 3.1. An early viewf Kansas City along Main Street and 3rd Avenue, 18biirce:
Photograph Scrapbook Collection #1 (P8),
https://kchistory.org/islandora/object/kchistory%3A64085

Kansas City continued to develop and expand duringititeéeetth century with a
growing and dierse population. Many were drawn to Kansas City to find employment or to

escape persecution or conflict in their country of origin. Neighborhoods in Kansas City
28



developed to include those who shared common languages and customs. Mexican, Italian,
Irish, Geman, Scandinavian, and Polish immigrants and refugees are among the ethnic
groups that found new homes in Kansas City during this time.

German immigrants were the among the first to move to Kansas City in the'1820s
Missouris statehood was securedli®21, the Town of Kansas was named in 1888l
Kansas Citywas incorporateth 1850. A historical researcher may safely say that
newcomers from Europe were integral to how the city began to take shape during its earliest
days and may account for a largetpof its success.

The white settlers who were already living and working in Kansas City who greeted
the immigrants had been migrants themselves. They first heeresinother US. states
including Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina.eofthese settlers from
other parts of the country brought enslaved people with them. Mié&spopulation of
African Americans would reach Hercentf its total population by 1869

Historical Events Brought Immigrants and Refugees to Kansas City

The discovery of gold in California in the 1840s prompted fortune seekers from the
east coast states to include a stop in small towns in Missouri before setting out west into
lesser known territories. Early towns in Missouri, notably St. Louis, Indepeedand

Westport Landing (which would later be renamed Kansas City) becarféateway to the

1 flmmigrant Experience Research GuyidBHSMO, The StateHistorical Society of Missouri,@essed
September 15, 202Rttps://shsmo.org/research/guides/immigrant.
2 filmmigrant Experiace Research Guide.
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Wesb for those who needed to stock up on provisions to sustain them during the long
journey wesf

It is notable that from its earliest yegkansas City haa history of offering people a
place to stop on their quest for a chance at better fortuadpoationto create a new
business enterprise. Overwhelmingly, those who arrived in Westport Landing stayed on to
work in the many bars and taveriifiis was rot unique to Kansas City, as burgeoning towns
along major rivers in the 1S. held the promise of opportunity, but it is important to include
everyone in this early picturecludingthe nonnativeborn. The stories of immigrants and
refugees ardocumented but do not seem to be available in easily accessible places for a
researcher or historian. And the histories of the children of immigrants and refugees does not

appear to be available in any meaningful way at all.

3 Robyn Burnett and Ken Luebberiror the Sake of the Children: Missa@rimmigrant History  Blie
Book, Official Manual, Secretary of State, Missouri Almamed, 15 29.
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The Pendergast Years
No pictureof this time period would be complete without including the enormous
influence Tom Pendergast, himself the son of
organi zationo that had a strong grip on urba
Pende gast was a Kansas City Al derman for eigh
fellow Irishmendo and i mmigrant groups for wvo
i mmi grants, the APendergast Machineodo represe
withthé r vote for the bbHehelped manyadrkinglasssadd c andi da't
immigrant people secure jobs that were usually available only to #aiive white, and

usually Protestant citizens.

Figure 3.2BossTom Pendergasfi930 SourceifiBoss Tan PendergasiKansas City Public
Library, Kansas City, Missourhttps://kchistory.org/image/tom
pendergast?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=a330e9e346eaf677d7c5&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_
nav%5Boffset%5D=1

“AThomas J. HiBterio MissougaasState Hstorical Society of Missourieccessed September 26,
2022 https://historicmissourians.shsmo.org/thorpasdergast.
i Thomas J. Pendergast. 0
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https://kchistory.org/image/tom-pendergast?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=a330e9e346eaf677d7c5&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=1
https://kchistory.org/image/tom-pendergast?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=a330e9e346eaf677d7c5&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=1
https://kchistory.org/image/tom-pendergast?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=a330e9e346eaf677d7c5&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=1

Looking closely at how Pendergésassistance newcomersn finding jobs and
housing in exchange for voting in alignment wifhe Machiné Geveals a picture of
immigrant enfranchisement in the early part of KansasaChtistory. Lyle W. Dorseft The
Pendergast Machinstates thalTom Pendergast developed social clubs for residents in the
city who were unable to affoddor whowere not allowed int® the country clubs in the
area. Most of these events were held inniwth part of the city where Italian immigrants
had settled. These families who enjoyed this perk from the political boss were then
encouraged to vote for chosen datates as determined by Pendergast.

Social Service Agencies Worked to Resettle Immigrant and Refugee Families

Assistance provided by independent agensigsessential for resettlement of new
families to Kansas Cityror those who wereithout the suppdrof a family membewho
was already residing in the city, the support agencies offered a lifel®eue a place to
live, for employment, and for many familig® access childcare. Kansas City has a number
of independent agencies that have been providing assistance to newcomers since the first
waves of immigration to the United States. A complete picture of the educational history of
immigrant children thus needo include information and data collected from these agencies,
here represented by four such agencies: Guadalupe Centers, Dell€bamtunity
Services Jewish Vocational Services, and Mattie Rhodester

Guadalupe Centers

A quote appears as the mpsbminent feature of the front page of the official

website of the Guadalupe Center of Kansas City, Missiiccordingto the National

Register of Historic Places the Guadalupe Centers is the longest continuously operating
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agency serving Latinos in thenitled Stateg® This organization is proud of their long

history. Opened in 1919, the Guadalupe Center answered the essential needs of the growing
Mexican population that immigrated to Kansas City looking for work and a better life after
leaving Mexico afr the Mexican Revolution in the early 1900ke Guadalupe Center

offered the social services needed by the newly resettled Mexican immigrants, who were
faced with discrimination upon arrival and when they tried to secure avatught

healthcare antdasc services (see Figures 3.3 and 3.4).

Figure 33. Guadalupe Center, 1935ourceKansas City Historical Society
https://kchistory.org/image/guadalupenter
176?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=cf3b43423f09d93d4736&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5
Boffset%5D=7

6 four History Guadalupe Centers, 2022 casse®eptember 222022, para. 1,
https://guadalupecenters.org/home/wheare/.
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Ago, This Group Tried tdAmericanizé&Mexicans. Now It Empowers Latinos in Kansas
City,0KCUR 89.3, NPR in Kansas City, February 29, 2020,
https://www.kcur.org/comumity/202002-29/guadalupeenterskansascity-latino-
immigrantsmexicaramerican.

The Guadalupe Center expanded to include schools in the 1980s to address the needs
of young Latino students who were dropping out of KansagsJiyblic schools by creatin
a charter school systefanroliment stands today at about one thousand students in grades
pre-kindergarten to high schabl

Della Lamb

Della Lamb is a nowprofit social service agency located in northeast Kansas City
dedicated to helping immigrants and refugees. The service has been in operation since 1897,
when it began to offer its services to Italian immigrants (see Figure 3.5). iicedsegan
as a settlement church at the corner of 7th Street and Holmes built by Charles W. Moore in

1905 (see Figure 3.6). The settlement church helped boys and men who were out on parole.

"HAbout Our C hGaadalupe CelBarsh 202 tesseddSeptember 22, 2022
https://guadalupecenters.org/gescharterschools/.
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The church later provided services to newly arrived Italian gnamits in Kansas City, where
iltalians who had come to this coutl94§ and s
the house was renamed the Della C. Lamb Neighborhood House. The building was razed in

the 1960s to make room for a crdeg/n highway.

Figure 35. Della Cochrane Lamb, the founder and head ofilingitutional Neighborhood
House that was changed to tli®ella C. Lamb Neighborhood Hous&redit: Dorri
Partain fiFaces of EImwood Cemetery: Della C. LamNprtheast News)ctober 212020,
https://northeastnews.net/pages/facksimwoodcemeterydellac-lamb/.

8 Institutional ChurchPostcards of Mrs. Sam Rayansas City Public Litary, para. 1,
https://kchistory.org/image/institutiorahurch
1?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=0f9d4al16c469d1dc0c8b&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=0
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Figure 3.6 The Institutional Churchtahe corner of 7th Street and Holmeas theearly site
of what would later become the Della C. Lamb Neighborhood House, and thari_Braib.
Sourcelnstitutional Church, Postcards of Mrs. Sam Ray, Kansas City Public Library,
https://kchistory.org/image/institutionrahurch
1?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=0f9d4a16c469d1dc0c8b&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Bo
ffset%5D=0

The center is presently laea at 500 Woodlandvenue, in the northeaateaof the
city where many immigrants and refugees live. Today Della Lamb is dedicated to helping
meet the needs of refugees from Afghanistan and other countries with the hope of eventually
helping theefamilies move out of poverfy

Jewish Vocational Service

Jewish Vocational Service has a similar mission to other agencies as they also work

to help refugees achieve economic and cultural integration. JVS began in the 1940s to assist

Holocaust survivorgefugeesand those returning after serving in World War 11, providing

services to assigemas they built new lives in the United States

9fiAbout Us Della Lamb, acessed August 11, 201gtps://www.dellalamb.org/about/
V5 our Mi s s iespdewsmvibcativmal Servidblog), 2021, acessed September 25, 2022

https://jvskc.org/about/oumission/.
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Mattie Rhodes

Mattie Florence Rhodes

Figure 37. Mattie Rhodescirca 1890 SourcefiMattie Rhodes Historgp accessedNovember

20, 2022 https://www.mattierhodes.org/abemattierhodes2/mattierhodeshistory/.
Located on West 17th Stredlattie Rhodes is a community development

organization that serves the community of the Northeast with youth and family services and a

new cultural enterthatfeatures an art gallery and exhibits created by participants in their

arts education classes. The cefstéwng history began when its namesakleo worked with

underserved childremlied of typhoid fever in 1890 and left $500.00 to her frietwls

continue the work with childrefsee Figure 3.7

Local and National Newspapers Give A Glimpse of What Life Was Like at the Time

Searching through the archivesTdfeKansas City Starevealed few articles about

immigrants settling in the city, but moadoutimmigrantsarriving in other major U$. cities.

ThaMattie Rh oMatiesRhotlesa0L acgssed Neember 20, 2022,
https://www.mattierhodes.org/abentattierhodes2/mattierhodeshistory/.
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The Starreported on immigrants entering major American cities such as New York and
about people displaced by natural disastethenJ.S. such as tornadoes who were labeled
frefugees The fewarticlesl did find revealed efforts to help those who resettled in the city.
In one, the observations of a local reporter helped provide context. fitled$iAid
For Jewish Refugees, Roamian Kansas City Extends a Hand to Roumanian Refiidees
which reported how @Hebrew charitable associatioras described in the article, prepared
to receive Romanian Jewish families who had first arrived in New York City and were now
on their way to Knsas City. The association intended to provide the families assistance
finding employment and securing housing in the city. The article mentions that the exodus of
Roumanian Jewish people was dug¢h® refusal ofthe government in Roumartia adhere to
provisions infithe Berlin Treaty which took effect at the end of the RuBsikish Wan*
that would have provided the group protection from religious persecution. The government
was able to get away with not following the clause of the tigatger the sulerfuge that the
Jewish people were aliens and not subjects of the goveriiiient
The final paragraph features a Kansas City resident who was helping the fdmilies
speals about the effect of the families leaving Roumania for the United States. The writer
guotes Rabbi Meyer, one of the leaders at the Hebrew Charitable Foundationas in

charge of assisting the new families. After mentioning how the numbers of refagkes h

12aid for Jewish Refugees. Kansas City Extendsalda t o t he Ro u m&ansas @ity $tanmi gr ant s
(Kansas City, Missouri) 2, no. 19, October 6, 1900: [IJewsBank: Amerida Newd Historical and Current
https://infowebnewsbankcom.kclibrary.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document
view?p=AMNEWS&docref=image/v2%3A1126152C152E4978%40EANX
115C4393D8B3B718%4024152995C4393F2D244E8%460
115C4394D25E4158%40Aid%2Bfor%2BJewish%2BRefugees.%2BKansas%2BCity%2BExtends2&Ba
and%2Bto%2Bthe%2BRoumanian%2BImmigradts.

13Aid for JewishR e f u gees, 0 1.

4 Aaid for JewishR e f u gees, 0 1.
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actually been in decline, Rabbi Meyer sdyke friendly attitude of the American
government in waiving the restrictions against immigration in this case has had a reflexive
influence on the Roumanian governmétitRabbi Myerscontinues, asserting thie
Rumaniargovernment igbeginning to fear that the loss of good citizens will upset the
economic conditions of the couni}f The author does nstiywhere Rabbi Meyer learned
about thisbut it shed light orhow a Kansas City resident who was helpigigigees was
thinking abouthe effectshis work would have on a nation half a world awayas unable
to locate another article that foll@slup on the resettlement of the Roumanian Jewish
familiesor feature more insight from Rabbi Meyer

An articleabout the Italians who resettled in Kansas Gi8ur Italian Immigrant®t’
in theKansas City Evening Staras written in 1881. A writer named orfiaribaldd wrote
that Italian immigrants arriving in Kansas City at this time weredesirable, botphysically
and morally and that théipicked me (which lassumaneans the more desirable or able
bodied) werdin the army, civil servers and the religious ordgfdNo other details about the
writer of the article were included.

In another article title, fiKansas City Most American of Citi@s° the writer tells us

that a number of residents of Kansas Citthat time January 1908 were either foreign

15¢Aid for JewishR e f u gees, 0 1.
18 faid for JewishR e f u gees, 0 1.
17 four Italian Immigrarg ,Kansas City Stat, no. 98, January 10, 1881: [Beadex: Amerioa Historical
Newspapershttps://infowebnewsbank
com.proxy.library.umkc.edu/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2%3A1126152C152E4978%40EAN
X-1157AC33734AAD20%4024080911157AC3440900330%402
1157AC35F868A898%400ur%2BlItalian%2BImmigrants
B 50our Italian Immigrarg , 0 2.
¥¢Kansas City Most American of CitiesdKar$as CityStar28, no. 135, January 30, 1908#; Readex:
Americad s Hi st or i chitgs://iNeavebsepvsbank r s ,
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born or were from other states in the U.S. The words used in the title of the Bik#sisas
City, the Most American of Citigsareusedtwice: at the end of the introduction and again at
the end of the piece, almost as a statement of proof. The author uses the geographic location
of Kansas City, in the middle of the country and at the nexus of raiireesland large meat
processing facilitieso emphasize how the city attracted and combiigffierent American
strain® or the types of people who moved to Kansas City from other parts of the United
States, making Kansas City tfimosb American city, out of a diverse collection of people
born in the United States.

In the final part of the articleéhe author writeshatthe cityhas aremarkable
proportion of people from other parts of the coumingincludes the hopeful observatidmat
fisuch a small proportion of foreign blood ought to prove an admirable laboratory for working
out the principles of democracy combined with the idealism for which America stands before
the world??® The article ends proclaimindherein lies the uniquepportunity of Kansas
City.o Little did the writer know of the challenges the city and the rest of the nation would
face with the arrival of world warsd adevastating flu pandemic that would change the
city, the nationand the rest of the world forever.

Another article pertained towomeids charitable organization that was not
associated with any of the resettlement agencies in the city, but was independently working

with immigrant familiesit wastitled AiToo Distant with Foreigners. Social Workers of

com.proxy.library.umkc.edu/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=imagedPh26152C152E4978%40EAN
X-11650A97718C5380%402417911650A98B7081E98%4011
11650A9E0CBB8D50%40Kansas%2BCity%2BMost%2BAmerican%2Bof%2BGaies

20 ik ansas City Most American of Citiesd 1 2 .
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Greater Kansas City Confer on Americanization WK he wordiiAmericanization
caught my eye, and | braced for the worst, expecting a rapouthow the women in the
organization held the lowest opinion of the foreign born, their cultareslanguage

The article mentions there was a short period of time when there was a dip in the
number of immigrants coming to Kansas City. The ladies of the charity gre(patholic
Womerts Cluh were quoted about their work imericanization as they helped the
famiiesMA mer i cani zati on work, or rather assi mi/l
should not try to destroy the pride of these people in their homelands or make them ashamed
of their languag@?? | was surprised and relievedread that even at that time, there were
members of charitable organizations who recognized the value of newcomers holding on to
their first language. Will never know if this group actually helped newcomers do this, but |
take comfort knowing the speaks&idas much and that the writer chose to use the quote in
the article. | tried to find more articles about this organization but was unsuccessful.

Independent, Nonprofit News Sources in Kansas City

Flatland is a noiprofit news source that partners witlational Public Radio and PBS
Newshour?® This source led me to discover stories about parts of Kansas it that
were not reported on often or at all in the major newspapbkttands website features a

section callediCuriousK@® and listed an article about the Mexican community in Kansas

2lHToo Distant SecialtWorkdfsof Ceeintgr KansasG@yo nf er on Ameri cani zati

Kansas CityStar83, no. 53, March 2, 1920#: 2. Readex: Amd&¥ica Hi st or i chipgs://iMosvebs paper s,
newsbank
com.proxy.library.umkc.edu/apps/readex/doc?p=EANX&docref=image/v2%3A1126152C152E4978%40EAN
X-119AF7192699169%402422386119AF7196A14EB30%403
119AF71CA6DF9960%40T00%2BDistant%2Bwith%2BForeigners.%2BSocial%2BWorkers%2Bof%2BGreat
er%2BKansas%2BCity%2BConfer%2Bon%2BAmericanization%2BWork

23Too Distant with Foreigners, o 2.

23 fAbout, BlatlandKC,2023, accessed Auguat, 2014 https://flatlandkc.org/about/.
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City, fi(Kansas Citgs) Westside Story: A Question abdidw People Got Here Took Us to
the Whyo?* This article helped me fill in the part of the story about the Mexican families that
resettled irkansas City.

The Flatland article references and quotes faonarticle written by Dr. Theras
Torres, an Associate Professor of Sociology, and Race, Ethnic, and Gender Sthdies at
University of MissouriKansas City titledfiThe Kansas City WestsideDr. Torres writes
thatMexican families fled due to the confliad$ the Mexican revolution in 1910. Those
looking for work found employment with the railway system and the stockyakBnsas
City. Thearticle describetheimpact that Mexican immigraih had on the migration
patterns in the United States and demographics in KansasiBytyWorld War |, Kansas
City was at the heart of the Mexican migratory movement to the interior of the cotmtry

The articles foundin the independent news sourcefpkd me recharge when | came
up empty searching the archived articles of major news sources in Kansas City, namely the
Kansas City StarThe articles from Flatland and The Beacon are the work of journalists who
want to answer questions and investigate seginforgotten parts of Kansas Citypast.
They are wonderful resources for curious peoyte arestill looking for answersabout this
cityés past

The Great Undertaking: Migration in Search of Opportunity
The Missouri Digital Heritage Online Database has articles and data about the state

and local communities of Missouri from its earliest days. Included is the affcethe

24ﬁ(Kansas Citgg) Wes si de Story, 0 FI at |hdps:Hitiendkc.bfg/ourouskcuestidn, 2021,

everything/questionanswered/curiouskkansascitys-westsidestory/.
25 fi(Kansas Cit§s) Westside Story para. 16.
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Sake of the Children: Missodsi Immigrant Historyo?® The title of the article@mes from a
Prussian teacher named Fredrich Steines who left Europe for a new life and freedom in
Missouri. After resettling in St. Louid/r. Steines recalled of his hardshipgyas it not in
great measure, for the sake of my children, that | attempeegréat undertaking?

Although the article contains more information about immigrants in St. Louis,
Missouri, there is also information about immigrants in Kansas City during the development
of industrialized business that would emerge in the statetaéemd of the Civil War. The
researchers write that the population of Missouri was in decline after the Civiaidar
leaders in the state looked at immigration as a way to alleviate the developing labor
shortage?® Missouris governor at the time, Hanglt Gamble, helped create the Missouri
Board of Immigration with the purposé promoing and aidng immigration to Missouri by
featuring the stafis resources and advantages in advertising materials. The Board was
particularly interested in recruiting imgrants from Germany and created advertising
materials in Germaf?

Manyimmigrantsworkedin the train system in the city, but that was not the only
large business that hired immigrants. The new slaughterhouses and meatpacking businesses
in Kansas City als hired many newcomers to the U.S. As the stockyards grew, so did
Kansas City. When the first slaughterhouses were built in 1871, tide pagulation was

32,000 people. By 1890 the populatiwedreached 132,00ncluding manyimmigrants®

26 Bumett and LuebberingiFor the Sake of the Childrend

Burnett and Luebbering, AFor the Sake of the Chil dr e

28Burnett and LuebberingiFor the Sake of the Childrén.

29 Burnett and LuebberingiFor the Sake of the Children.

30Buyrnett and LuebberingiFor the Sake of the Childrén.
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A ralil strikeof the German and Swedish immigrant workers in Kansas City in 1893 provided
the opportunity for recruitment to extend to newcomers from southern and central Europe. It
was at this time that immigrants from Croatia, Lithuania, Russia, and Polandl amive
soughtemployment and housing in their new city
Resources from theWebsite of theState Historical Society of Missouri

The website of the State Historical Society of Missouri contains resources about the
waves of immigrants to Kansas City. Thesectiont | ed t he @Al mmi grant EX
Guideodo contains | i nks MissouridistoricatRewdes(se¢ Figare ap p e a

3.8).

Figure 38. A woman and children attending an eventhat Guadalupe Centar 1926.

SourceMissoui Valley Special CollectionKansas City Public LibraryKansas City,
Missouri.

31 Burnett and LuebberingiFor the Sake of the Childrén.
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An article titled,RA Study of Confusion: Missouis Immigration Program, 1865
19162 contained the following description from a book written much later than the initial
sumlges of immigration. The book was among the projects commissioned by Governor Herbert
Hadley to entice immigrantsoking for land to farmo migrate to Missouri. The pastoral
and enthusiastic picture of Jackson County and whatesthi2 immigrant lookingor
opportunity and pastoral beauty described Kansas City as:
A land of opportunity where health and farm income await the lover of the great
outdoors. A county of rural homes with all the advantages of a great city with none of
t he di s adv an FoarQQeatérdof Aanerica Araus breathes upon
Jackson Countg fields, woods and streams the healthful sustenance of growing
things that has transformed this fertile spot of the Early West into an Eternal
Gardenr®®
The Mexican Immigrant Community in Kansas City
| found a source that helped me understand more about the Mexican community that
grew in Kansas City. The arti¢gi@Viexican Migrants in Urban Missouri: Social Welfare
Institutions and Racial Boundaries in Kansas City and St. Louisj 19485 explores the
experiences of Mexican immigrants who resettled in Kansas City and St. Louis, Missouri.
Each city had a large Mexican community but the community in St. Louis was smaller and

less concentrated than the one in Kansas* e availability ofjobs in the stockyards and

packing houses helped attract a larger population of Mexicans to Kansas City than to

®Nor mal L . A Sudpof Rosftision: Missouds Immigration Program, 1864 9 1 Blissouri
Historical Reviewb7 (April 1963): 24860.

33M. E. Ballou, cited in CrocketfiA Study of Confusion 256.
34BryanWi n s tMexican Migrants in Urban Missouri: Social Welfare Institutions and Racial Boundaries in
Kansa<City and St. Louis, 1918 9 4 Blissouri Historical Revievit13 (July 2019): 2583.
35Winston, iMexican Migrants in Urban Missourio
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St. Louis.®® By the 1920s, aizableMexican communitjhadformedand grow in Kansas

City&s Westside neighborhodsdee Figure3.9and 3.10.

Figure 39. Employment opportunltles in the stockyards helped attract immigarda

1930 Photo credit: Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas
City, Missouri.Source Luke X.Martin,i Ho w {#thdictSiockyard Workeiropelled
Kansas City into the Modern AgeUp to Date KCUR 89.3, NPR in Kansas City, April 28,
2018, https://www.kcur.org/show/upo-date/201904-28/howmulti-ethnicstockyard
workerspropelledkansascity-into-theemodernage

flt 935~

Figure 3.D. A posed phto) of girls S|tt|ng around a sewing table at a class at the Guadalupe
Center, 1935Source Guadalupe Center Collection (SC20), kchistory.org

36 \Winston, fiMexican Migrants in Urban Missourio
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The researcher explores the history of the Mexican communities in the two cities with
a focus on theiexperiences with the resettlement agencies that specifically assisted Mexican
immigrants. Mexican migration increased in the early decades of the twentieth century.
Kansas City and St. Louis were never a part of Mexico as were El Paso and Los Angeles and
oo her cities in the South fAand had no extens
shape their ur¥Yan soci al relations. o

During the time of growth in the communities, the social welfare agencies assisted in
providing social and cultural opportunititss community members while at the same time
the community members wefipushing back against sociaformer racial boundaries
embedded in the organizations themsebdf&#ccording to the article, the social welfare
groups responded with a mixture of atsnce and paternalism that made the transition of
Mexican immigrants to their new city more difficgft

This information about the experienggs/e mea broader sense of the work of the
resettlement agencies and the effects that their work had on theavigpapulation. | was
prepared to find in my research that not all of the efforfihédpd newcomers are welcome. |
can see how the assistance from these agencies mast béth suspicion bgome people
who may feathey will lose cultural connections and what they hold from their first country

and first language and from the push toward becoming Americanization.

3"Wwinston,iMexi c an  Mi grants in Urban Missouri,o 260.
38 Winston, fiMexican Migrants in Urban Missoyrio 2 59 .

39Winston, iMexican Migrants in UrbaMissouri 0
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Conclusion

The development of the city owes a lot to the hard work of the growing immigrant
population. | continually discovered more and more information about the independent social
support agencies working in Kansas City that welcomed and helped resettle early immigrants
and worked hard to provide stable beginnings for the newcomers to thResigttiement of
immigrants is a part of the history of Kansas City that should be more readily included in the
greater picture of the development of the city. Chapmodidesan overview of the
development of the public school system in Kansas Cigravmany immigrant and refugee

children were enrolled.
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CHAPTER 4
OVERVIEW OF HISTORY ORKANSAS CITY MISSOURI SCHOOL DISTRICT

The origins of the Kansas CiiissouriSchoolDistrict are aligned with the story of
Kansas City itself, a new American city teegwith opportunities for those who sought
them? During its earliest years the public school district did not offer equal educational
opportunities for all children in the cilydiverse population. But after a series of federal
laws passed to protecteleivil rights of African Americans, the district, after years of
avoiding changes, would come under scrutiny.

Kansas City Missouri School District and How It Grew

The physical boundaries of Kansas City are defined by rivers and the bplinesir
of surrounding townships. The Missouri River provides a natural border to the north. The city
grew south and westward toward the border with Kansas. In the east Kansas City extends to
the border of Raytown and to the south with the border of Hickvlitsh The Kansas City
School Districds boundaries ari@not contiguous with the borders of Kansas €égd
according to the school distristwebsite, many areas that were within the borders of other
suburban districts in Missounave been annexed atetime by Kansas City,

Figure 4.1 is anapshowingthe growth of the Kansas City Schaaiktrict from 1867
to 1973 According to this map, which shows how the number of schools grew with the

annexations of land by the city, the first schools were buiftecto the southern banks of the

1ﬁHistory of KCPS, 0 Kansas City Public Schools, para.

https://www.kcpublicschools.org/about/history.
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The Kansas City School District and
How It Grew... 1867-1973

GROWTH BY ANNEXATIONS
OF THE KANSAS CITY
MISSOURI
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Figure 4.1/Kansas Cityschool Districtand How it Grew1867 19730 SourceVertical

File, Missouri Valley Special Collectns, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City,
Missouri.

Missouri River, in the area of Indiawavenue and Rochester Avenue, along with the Oakley
District at Prospeaind 15th Street. As more land was annexed, the school system added
schools south and east in the cltyerestingly, the oldest areas of the public school system

were located close byhere immigrants and refugees would resettle, in the Northeast section

of the city(see Figure 4.2)
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The First Kansas City Public School Building Appears

Figure 4.2. Washington School at the southwest corner of Independence and Cherry in 1868
was theifst of theKansas City Missouri School Distristhoolsto be completedSource:
Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri
https://www.kcpsrs.org/timeling/

The Kansas City Public Scho6lsebsite provides a list of the schools built in the
district from its earliest days. The first schools appeared in District 1 in April of 1885.
According to thewvebsite ofKansas City Public Schools Retirement Prograsidents of
Kansas City expressedsistance at first to the construction of buildings for the public school
system. The controversial idea of educating all children, including Black children, was
debategas it would have replaced a private school system that was already established

Butin 1866 interested residents persistadd the Kansas Citylissouri School

District system began to take shape. The first school building that was built was the

2 fiHistory of KCPS 0
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Washington School on the southwest corner of Independence Avenue and Cherfy Street
After the Washington School, schools were built in the Ashland and Westpabéarea
Kansas Citythen the other schools in the rest of the Westport aré8®§. The details from
the website include neighborhoods and distretieh as the Ashland areejich do not
appear on contemporary maps

In 1867 the schools were officially openetid most of the children attended classes
in rented rooms in the city as more school buildings were under construction. The Kansas
City Public Schools Retirement Progréamvebsié quote from the bookKansas City: Its
History and Peopléy Carrie Westlake Whitnetp descrbethe early shool facilities:

the early schoolhouses erected in Kansas City were plain brick of four, six and eight

rooms. The old buildings were providedthivcomfortable seats, but were heated with

coal stoves, and in cold weather were ventilated by raising or lowering the wifidows.
These were farom the modern buildings the district would build in thowing years.

School Buildings in the DistrictContinued to Increase in Number

The district grew quickly. By 1872 eight new school buildihgd beeradded
including Lathrop School, Benton School, Morse School, Franklin ScaondlLincoln
School(see Figure 4.3 Improvements to construction of thext group of school buildings
included better heating, ventilation, seating for students, and lighting in the clas§rboens.

district had also begun to require standards for teachers hired in the distrifittyFaaght

teachers employed in 1874 weoefollow a specific course of study.

3fiTimeling KCPSRS, Kansas City Public Schools Retirement Sys26@8
https://www.kcpsrs.org/timeline/.

4 Carrie Westlake Whitneyansas City: Its History and Peopl@,0 6, ci ted in ATi meline,

5 ATimelined
6 ATimelined
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athrop School

Figure 4.3Interior classroom viewf Lathrop SchooWith students working with wood
turning shop equipmeni1917 Source: Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City
Public Library, Kansas City, Missouhttps://kchistory.org/image/lathregchoot
0?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=9b50f992bf409f72e609&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=3&solr_nav%5Bo
ffset%5D=16.

The 1900 to 195@me periodorought school$o the neighborhoods of lvanhoe
which is east of Main Streedndthen schoolsn Swope and the Mount Washington section
further south and east. Following that was the area of Borderstar, then Seven Oaks District,
followed by Briston, Shilohand Leeds, and Ruiiartman in the easuring the period
1950to 200Q schools in the CenteSugar Creek, Rock Creek, Pitcher, Fairyiand
Pleasant Valley sections were added, further south and further east.

Plessy v. Ferguson Allow$iSeparate but Equab to Stand in U.S. Schools

In 1896 the Supreme Court of the United States decided that the equal protection

clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution did not prohibit
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government mandated segregation for accommodaiioziadingpublic accommodations
suchas buseandtrains, as well as theaters and schools. This allowed public schools to
remain segregated for Black amwtiite students as long as the facilities and accommodations
within the schools were equal. This decision hagdaching implications thatent beyond
schoolsas it lad the foundation for the Jim Crow Laws that would enforce racial segregation
in the Southern states.
Missouri Schools Caught in the Crossfire

The article by researchers Hunt and Mori&aught in the Crossfire, Factors
Influenced the Closing of Misso@iBlack School® examines how Missouri schools for
Black students were subject to closings more often than schoelhiterstudentsThe
Emancipation Proclamation in 18G8anted freedom to all persons who were enslaved in
firebellious stated’ Shortly after this announcemedelegates of Missoud legislature
convened in St. Louis for the Missouri State Convention. One of the many issues the group
tackled was the education of fre@®lack personswhich had beemeemedillegal in 18478

Between 1865 and 189e members of the Missouri general assembly created
segregated schools. They added the provision that if enrollment fell below a minimum
number for Black schools only, those schools must Atfse schoos attelance remained
below the minimum for a month, the school was to remain closed for six n8ithsugh

African Americans made considerable advances in education, they and their educational

"HEmanci pat i o nNat®nabAcchiwespatober®,2016, para. 1,
https://www.achives.gov/exhibits/featuredocuments/emancipatigroclamation.

8JohnWHunt and Li nQhueght @ the Gtassfife:d-actors Mfluencing the Closing of Mis&ouri
Black Schools, 1865. 9 0 Bmefican Educational History Journ&b, no. 2 (2008)233 50,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ818632&sitedigb8stope=site.

Hunt and Morice, ACaught in the Crossfire. o

10 Hunt and MoricefiCaught in the Crossfiré.
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aspirationgremained in the crossfire of opposing forces stemnriomm fvartime
animosities, political differences, and controversy over the new industrial ec@hbmy
Lincoln School for Black Students

The number of Kansas Cipublic schoolsncreased to accommodate a growing
African American population during the middletbe twentigh century and remained
segregated in the Kansas Qiyssouri SchoolDistrict. Examining the history of specific
schoolsdemonstrates thathile under the pressures of social stratification and segregation,
African American educational leadeworking in the district persevered and did their best to
provide the highest quality education for their students.

Originally constructed as an elementary school, Lincoln Elementary was the only
school available to Black students during the sclttictts earliest days. Lincofa first
location in 1865 was at the corner of 10th Street and McGee Streettwbdrandred
students were enrolled. By 1915 the school moved to its current locafieth&treet and
Tracy Avenue antvasrenamed LincoliHigh School(see Figure 4.4)Students who
attended Lincoln High Schooame from the neighboring schools such as Attucks, Sumner,
Wheatley, and Yate'¥ Under the leadership of KD. Cook,along with principals and
administrators who would succeed himfie tyears to come, Lincoln expatiadding a

middle school, junior collegand vocational school.

1 Hunt and MoricefiCaught in the Cresfire 0 2 3 4 .

25 Hi sit Lmmaolp College Preparatory Academyansas CityPublic Schoolsaccessed February 11, 2023
https://lcpa.kcpublicschools.org/about/history.
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Figure 4.4. In 1890, Lincoln High School opened at 19th Street and Tracy Avenue, becoming
the first allBlack high school in Kansas City, Missouri. Sourcei At Kansas City?o:
Bl ack High School, a New Space Finally Cel eb
City, May 30, 2022, https://www.kcur.org/news/2022 30/atkansascitys-oldestblack
high-schoota-newspacefinally-celebrateshistory.

Lincoln remaireda school for Black Kansas City school children even after Congress
passed th&rown v. Board of Educatiogiecision in 1954. Lincoldid not become integrated
until 1978 when itwaschange into a magnet school and renamed Lincoln College
Preparatory Academy

School Conversions for Black Students in Kansas City

Naming of schools for Black students is importarthe educational history dte

Kansas City Missouri School Distridn fiFrom Jefferson to Banneker: The Intersection of

Race,Demographic Change, and School Naming Practices in Kansds Ségregated

School System, 19409530 thewriter analyze how renaming schools that were originally

13ﬁHisTtLoirnycoIn Coll ege Preparatory Academy. 0
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constructed fowhite students for leaders who fought for equal rights for African Americans
had in essendi&coded those schools by race and further signaled that the surrounding area

had become a Black neighborhoddee Figurs4.5and 4.6.1

Figure 4.5. Street level view defferson School,.310 Wabash Avenyeamed for Thomas
Jefferson. Thechool was renamed after Benjamin Banneker in 1946. Source: Missouri
Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri
https://kchistory.org/image/jeffersesthoot
0?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=038eef46ba50e8523371&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Bo
ffset%5D=0

This practicenvas not unique to Kansas Citis the Black population grew in Kansas
City through the middle of thisventiethcentury, moravhite schools were renamed for

African American leaders asway to designate that the school was now segregated for Black

14 peter WilliamMoran, fiFrom Jefferen to Banneker: The Intersection of Race, Demographic Change, and
School Naming Practices in Kansas Git$pegregated School System, 1I9U® 5 Blistavy of Education
Quarterly59, no. 1 (2019): 65)ttps: doi.org/10.1017/heq.2018.51.

57



students® This tactic was successful enough at the tiasdtallowed theschool districto

delaygrappling with theeal issue of segregation.

Figure 4.6. Booker T. Washington School at 2404 Prospect Avenue in the 1980s. Designed
by school district architect William F. Hanckey and built as the Irving School in 1988, the
building was renamed Booker T. Washingf&ehool when it became a Black school in 1930.
The school was closed by the district in 1976 and demolished circa 1990. Source: Missouri
Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri,
https://kchistory.org/image/bookémvashngton-schoot
47?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=014ca6e87dd0605a7f3b&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Bo
ffset%5D=5.

Postwar Population Boom for Kansas City and the School District
John Rurywrites inCreating the Suburban School Advanta@t municipaleaders
in Kansa City witnesed thatSt. Louis, another large city in Missouri on the extreme eastern

boundary of the state that also straddled a river and two states, had turned down the

opportunityto annex the suburban areas around ityftbek noticethatSt. Louiseventually

15Moran,ﬁFr om oJne ftfoerBsanneker . o
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lost population density and taxable income and wealth in later'§@ara consequence of
this decision. With St. Lou@experience in mind, the municipal leaders of Kansas City
decide to annex surrounding suburban districts. These acts oflamndsition would more
than double Kansas Cig/footprint®’

Residents in the surrounding suburban districtsdrteether or not to approve
annexation. What persuaded them was the promise of access to better publictbetvices
wereaffordedto KansasCity urban residents. Access and use of the public schools in the
urban core were not included in this endeavor. Kansaé@itundary area had increased to
a large enough size that residents could say it held the largest metropolitan area in the
country.Few could guess how social changes in future decades could divide and shrink the
city with the very same school district omitted from the annexation deals.

Brown v. Board of Education and the School Distriofs Response

The end of the Civil War marked tleclaration of the end of legalized slavery in the
United States. ThBrown v. Board of Educatiodecision led to desegregation of schools by
ruling thatfiseparate educational facilities are inherently unedf@@ecided in 1954 in
Topeka, Kansas, the ralj forced Americans to consider the segregation that was present in
their towns and cities and in their schools. The importance placed on public edigcation
essential aspect of a democratic sogiaiy it forced the country to consider how publicly

funded education was a part of the ideals credited to the authors of the United States

16 30hn L.Rury, Creating the Suburban School Advantage: Race, Localism, and Inequality in an American
Metropolis.Histories of American Educatidfthaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2020
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?diteat&AuthType=sso&db=nlebk&AN=2283179&scope=site
17 Rury, Creating the Suburban School Advantage.
18 iBrown v. Board of Education of Topekadational Archives, August 15, 2016, para. 2,
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2004/spring/brovimoard 1.html.
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Constitution'® The Brownruling affected the states that required legal segregation at the
time, including Missouri.

Complex Justice: The Case of Missouri v. Jenkindshua Dunn provides an
overview of Missouri and Kansas Gityreaction to this landmark case. Dunn writes that the
state of Missouri removed requiremetitattheir district schools be segregated and instead
allowed local government entities to decide ithesponse t8rown?® The Kansas City
school board opted to end its dual school system and instead utilize a neighborhood school
system. It was still a system of segregation, just one using residential boundaries instead of
school district boundaries. THimited the amount of integration that happened in thgxit
neighborhood schoafé

Unlike otherSoutherrand border states that resisted Bnewndecision, Kansas
Cityés reaction was relatively quiet. Dunn writes thhe Kansas City Stathe largest
newspaper in the city, did not print any articles that covered protests or unrest due to the
decisior? andfithe relative tranquility in Kansas City meant that the courts had no reason to

interven® (see Figure 4.7°

¥%Brownv. Board of Ed NatiangliAehiveso f Topeka, 0

20 30shua MDunn,Complex Justice: The Case of Missourd@nkingChapel Hill, NC: The University of
North Carolina Press, 208

21 Dunn,Complex Justice.
22 Dunn,Complex Justice.
23 Dunn, Complex Justices.
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Figure 4.7. Thé&tarran the headline big in 1954 when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in
Brown vs. Topeka Board of Educatithrat school segregation could not stand. The editors
and reporters dthe Starhowever, did little for the next two decades to hold local school
official s accountable. Source: Mara Williams, AK
Desegregation Law f or Dé&hle&ahsas City StdDecentbéerar St ay
22, 2020,
https://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article247821130.html#:~:text=Kansas%20City%20
sdhools%20broke%20federal, The%20Star%20stayed%20quiet&text=Long%?20after%20the
%20U.S.%20Supreme,Star%20looked%20the%200ther%20way.
ADifficult from the Start 0

An article that reveals the reality of the reaction of the city and school district to
Brownv. TheBoard of Educations fiDifficult from the Start: Implementing thBrown
Decision in the Kansas City Public Schadby Peter William MoranWritten at the fifty
year anniversary of the landmark decision, Maxasertshe Kansas City School Distrast
des@regation plan was flawed from the beginning. Using neighborhood schools as a way to
determine which school a student should attend, the distpletn alloving students to

transfer between schoopla combination with enormous changes in theéiggemogaphics

undercut the efforts to achieve desegregation.
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The Civil Rights Act of 1964

The call for equal rights to be extended to all American citizens regardless of race
grew louder in the late 195@d1960s. The National Associatidéor the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) developed methods for opposing discriminatioreacking its
goal through peaceful protedtwith leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., John Lewis, and
Roy Wilkins, the fight for equal rights for Black citizeosntinued through the decades.
President Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act in 198#ch prohibited discrimination on
the basis of race, color, religion, sex national origin.

White Flight and Building the fiTroost Wallo

The desegregation order fanlgic schools that was mandated by Brewn v. Board
of Educatiordecision was a major piece of legislation that not only affected the public
schools, but induced changes in housing options in Kansas City. How neighborhoods and
districts were representéol home buyers as they searched in Kansas City changed as real
estate agents and companies took advantage of burgeoning anxiety about the desegregation
order and used it to their advantage to influence the housing market.

The powerful forces guiding the real estate market worked together to maximize their
advantagedn Race, Real Estate, and Uneven Development: The Kansas City Experience,
1900:200Q Kevin Fox Gotham outlines some of these tactics and theie&ahing reslts.

Gotham defineguneven developmemasiiunequal patterns of metropolitan growth that

reproduce racial and class inequities and segregation, inner city disinvestment and suburban

24 Dunn,Complex Justice.
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sprawld?® Gotham highlightshatthis is a systematic and racialized process intent on
keeping the poor in urban areas and encouragimtg flight to the surrounding suburban

areaqsee Figure 4.8)
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Figure 4.8. An example of a redlined map of Kansas City, 1939. Source: Andrew R.
Gustdson,iConference Context: White Flight and Civil Rights in Johnson County, Kaénsas,
American Association for State and Local Hist@slpg), The National Archives and Record
Administration, 2021, accessed April 2, 2023, https://aaslh.org/confecentex-white-
flight-andcivil -rights-in-johnsoncountykansas/.

The tactics used in Kansas City by real estate agents were interfdedrganize

the city®s neighborhood by including the creation of covenants that prohibited the sale of

25 Kevin FoxGotham,Race, Real Estate, and Uneven DevelopnEmtKansas CityExperience, 1902000
(State University of New York Press, 2002.
63



property in certaindcations in the city to minoriti€ The real estate covenants were the
creation of J.C Niaols, a powerful real estate developer in the 198Bkckbustingg was a
related method where panic amomlgite homeownersvascreated in order to compel them
to sell their properties and leave the city for the suburbs in Johnson County and North Kansas
City.

Construction of a highway system that would in effect bisect a portion of the city,
where the majority of homeowners were Black, was the culmination ofes sfnpolicies
designed to segregate the city. Whereas commerce decided Troost was the dividing line, the

highways erected a permanent physical ba¢siee Figures 4.9 and 4.10)

Figure 4.9. Downtown Kansas City, Missouri in 1957, showing the are@dléarthe
Downtown Loop freewaySour ce :-KaK€a® Cityds Downtown Loo
Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri, accessed

April 13, 2023, https://kclibrary.org/blog/kg-kansascitys-downtownloop.

26 Gotham,Race, Real Estate, and Uneven Developnieit
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Flgure 4, 10 Thaaetwmmages (1955, Ieft and2014 rlght) were taken durlng constructlon of
and then years afterward, showing the loops of highways and parkways that bisected the city.
Source: Shane Hamptai§0 Years of Urban Change: Midwesthe Institite for Quality
Communitiegblog), December 12, 201Hitps://igc.ou.edu/2014/12/12/60yrsmidwest/

Although the new highway system was an economic boon for the city and a catalyst
for further economic development, neighborhoods were sevatdohg fuel to the
phenomean of fiwhite flight.6?” The communitiesnd residentsn the east sideere cut off
from the services and economic centers on the west side of the parkway. Community leaders
on the east side demanded the erection of a serieglgéb to lessen the effect of the
highwaysystemon their communies?®

Kansas City Missouri School Districtand fithe Troost Wallo

The Kansas CitilissouriSchool District participated in reinforcing the idea of

Troost as a line of division betwewite and Black homeowners and residents in Kansas

27 DianeKrauthamerjiHow 1-70 Changed the Kansas City Metro for the Belteand Worse BCUR 89.3.
NPR in Kansas CityMarch 2, 2017https://www.kcur.org/tallshow/201703-02/howi-70-changeethe-
kansascity-metrofor-the-betterandworse.
28 SuzannéHogan,fiHighway 71 and the Road to Compromis@CUR 89.3. NPR in Kansas City, June 3,
2014 https://www.kcur.org/communit201406-03/highway7 1-andthe-roadto-compromise.

65



City. Gotham writesboutthe school boai efforts tofipreserve segregated schools by
using Troost Avenue as a racially identifiable school attendance boundary from 1955 to 1975
separatingvhite schools to th west and Black schools to the e&8tUsing neighborhood
attendance zones which students were to attend the school thatel@sest to their home
within their neighborhood or geographical aneas a way for the district to avoid following
the Suprera Courts ruling in theBrown v. Board of Educatiocase. With the helpf those
in power in the real estate business in Kansas City, the school district was able to continue to
quietly maintain segregated schools. The real estate ageeifeets to redéne
neighborhoods was further supported in 1954 when they could refer to the Troost
neighborhood attendance boundary and encouragewnitiesfamilies to sell their honse
east of Troost and head out of the city and into the suburbs.
Kansas City SchooDistrict after the Desegregation Ruling

The shifts and changes in the Kansas City public school system during the 1970s can
be seen as mirrors of the shifts and changes that the city and its residents experienced in
economic and housing situations. Wiltle tpassing of the Desegregation Act, the public
school district was closely examined and then forced to eliminate and rewrite policies that
allowed segregation. District officials were forced to take a look atfindvited schools and
fiBlacko schools werelae to exist long afteBrown v. The Board of Educatioaling was

decided.

29 Gotham,Race, Real Estate, and Uneven Developnient
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MVSC, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri

Figure 4.1.. A student at Wheatley School for African American Children stands at the front
of the classroom. Even aftBrown v. Board of Educatiof8lack and white children in
Kansas City attended racially homogeneous schools because of residential segregation.
Sour ce: ElI'l e Moxl ey, AHow Kansas Cityds Comp
Education Choices, 0 KCUR 89.3, NPR in Kansas
https://www.kcur.orggducation/20185-09/howkansascitys-complexraciathistory-is-still -
influencingeducatiorchoices.

Missouri v. Jenkins and More Changes tdhe Kansas City Public School District

Dunn examines how an earlier case returned the Kansas City Public School District to

the scrutiny of the courts. The district was one of a few that was able to continue their
practices of segregation in the years afteiBrevn v. Board of Educatiotlecison. About
two decades latethe Supreme Court demanded more aggressive action to more effectively
combat segregation. In tineuling in the 1973 eyes v. Denver School Districase the

courts demanded all school districtsen thoséwhich had never been legally segregated or

had immediately desegregated aeown0 were at risk of being sued for continuing to be
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segregated in whatever way they had been able to get away. Riltis ruling affectedhe
Kansas City Missouri Schooliftrict and forced more changes.

The Brown v. Board of Educati@ase and thKeyes v. Denver School Districase
would usher in the next legal milestone for the Kansas City School District, the 1977 case of
the District lawsuit against the state of MigsgoThe suit accused the defendants, the State of
Missouri, three federal agencjesmd a number of suburban school dissraftforcing the
Kansas City PubliSchoolsto fioperale] an unconstitutionally segregated school syst&m
By that time, the dengraphics had changed so drastically in Kansas City since the original
Brown v. Board of Educatioruling in 1954 that, according to Dunimiddle-class White
flight meant that the school system was over 60 percent minority (it was only 18 percent
minority in 1954)6°

Years laterafter a long process of gathering information and data about the situation
at the Kansas CitylissouriSchool District Judge Clark ruled th#twas still a segregated
school districtHe decided the school district, which hamed the defendant in the ceemed
the Statevereoperating against the decisions of the constitution. The suburbs surrounding
Kansas City were no longer named in the case.

Due to another major case concerning the United States educational landscape in
relation to busing, plans for bus routes that spanned whole metropolitan areas meant more
changes would come to the district. With this development, Judge Clark created a plan for

the Kansas CitiissouriSchool District. His plafiwould be a massive pragn to renovate

30 Gotham,Race, Real Estate, and Uneven Developn&nt
31 GothamRace, Real Estate, and Uneven Developn&nt

32 Gotham,Race, Real Estate, and UmevDevelopmens.
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the physical plant of the KCMSD and to institute a districtwide masgieol progrand
The implications of the magnet school system on Kansas City Soisintt were far

reaching(see Figure 4.1)2

By WILLIAM ROBBINS
Special 10 The New York Times
SPRINGFIELD, Mo, Oct. 17 — At
the center of a long-running storm
that has taken Kansas City’s school
probems to the Supreme Court sits a
jet and reserved Federal judge on-
Jowed by background and tempera-
meni, associates say, with the -
tience to weather the winds of contro-
versy.
The judge is Russell G. Clark of the
Federal District Court of Western
Missouri, the judge in the city's
school- des:sregauon case, which is
to be argued before the nine Justices
in Wuhmgwn Oct. 30.
a patient judge,”
Ruslell Mlllln a lormer nited States
Attorney. But he added, '"He doesn't
put up with any nonsense."
Juidge Clark, a slender, soft-spoken
man with a quick smile who grew up
on a farm in southern Missouri ll
tendn - doesn
quarrel with that assessment. ‘1 ull
ing 3 acres of corn with a one-horse
cultivator doesn’t teach you patience,
nothng will” said the 64-year-old
judgs, whose patience also helps him
on the goll course where his rounds
are cften close to par.
Two Rights Clash
The voters of the Kansas City
Scheol District apparently tested the
judge's patience to exhaustion, and
is subsequent ruling is now to be de-
cided by the High Court. It is a case
that poses, as the judge himself has
ackrowledged, a conflict between two

Judge Is Calm in Eye of Storm He Helped Create

HlS dectston, he
says, was a verdict
in favor of the
children.

they said in a brochure.

Both friends and witnesses who ap-
peared before him find such descrip-
tions ironic.

“1 consider Russell o be a very
conservative person,” said Chlel
Judge Scott Wright of the same west-
ern Missouri Federal Court. “'He is a
very solid judge, and he is a defender
of individual const tutional rights."

Gary Orfield, a University of Chi-
cago pmlzuor who testified in the
original case, sad. At the ume,
Clark had a reputation as an ex-
tremely conservative judge, and 1|
would say from what | saw that he
was. He seel deeply suspicious of
the claims of the desegregation peo-
ple. | was really surprised when he
came out with such sweeping reme-

ies."

Others, such as Jack Balkin, a for-
mer professor of constitutional law at
the University of Missouri-Kansas
City who is now at the University of
Texas, contend that the judge *‘boxed
himself in,"" cutting off one avenue o
integration with his early ruling dis-

e e e d » Treries vork Towwian s Scean missing the suburbs from that case.

udge Russe! rk. who ordered taxes rai in the Kansas City Not Bothesed by Label

veoers of the district had repeat- "y

edly refused 10 approve levies o pay  School District to pay for a desegregation plan that he had designed. Judge Clark has no problem with

!'z::dsthgl ||r(hprwem<nls ordered by e T = R SSSSr=——urr bema described as a conservative.

3 -1

lny\sfay Ark, Who:Tulsed, thatr: taies made the school board a defendant, refusing to raise taxes enough to pay 0. CnaMYIIve oy whers ! R
“Taxation without representation,” along with the state, rather than a their m-re the judge ordered district forgets that the

was the outcry from many quarters, Plainuff. In 1984, he dismissed the g taxes nearly doubled, from Enghlh rg«rcun in 1986 approved the

and protesters appealed. Suburban districts. from  the case | 420810 sa per $100 of assessed value, remedial plan and said the plan
Tre Kansas City case has spanned while placing on the state and the and increased the state ncome(nol should be fully funded,” he s.‘;

much of Judge Clark's career on the 5¢hool district the responsibilityfor a  district residents by 25 pe went to work and funded it

bench. He was appointed to the Fed- System that continued to be segre- On appeal, the nited s--m Court As for the legal issues, the judge

eral court system in July 1977. The gated despite the Supreme Court's  of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit In-  refers questioners o his published

case, a desegregation suit filed in the 1954 desegregation ruling. validated the income-tax levy but up-  opinjons, particularly to a passage in

names of several plaintiff children, In 1985, he ordered an elllnrlle held the property-lax increase. The pis 1987 order raising school taxes. In

their parents and the Kansas City System of “‘magnet state appealed 1o the Supreme Court. that, he acknowledges that the case

school board, was assigned to him Planned around central "'l"“ﬂ BM Opponents continued ‘o attack the a basic conflict between consti-

thre: months later. W“" enriched curriculums. He also  judge himself. “An act of extraordi- tutional rights.

basic constitutional rights.

comel 1o civil rights,"” he said.

About three-fourthe of the distriet’'s red more spending_on mainte- nary judicial arrogance,” said a re. he court must weigh the coneti
36,000 public school students are Rance and consiruction. aim was  cent newsletter of the Nitional Legal  tutional rights of the taxpayers
black. surrounding suburbs are !0 Win back whites who had fled o Center for the Public Interest. Repub-  against the consitutional rights of
mosily white. The plaintiffs sought to ~ BrIVale and suburban schools. He or-  jicans used him for their own pur- alnuu students in this case,” he
increase integration by, among other  9ered the state and the district 10 poses in the 1988 electior. “With a lib- e court is of the opinion
things, incorporating the suburbs Into re the costs, with about three-  eral Federal judge named Russell lhal the balance fs clearly in favor of
a breader school district. fourths to be paid by the state. Clark, Missouri can't af'ord a liberal  the students who are helpless without

In his earlier rulings, Judge Clark In 1987, with the district voters still President named Michzel Dukakis,” the aid of this cour.”

4.12. Judge Russell G. Clark, 1980 ur c e
t he

: Robin Williams,
St or m He NewneYon Eirde)Ctober2Q, E9890

Magnet Schools: Judge Clarks Solution to the Districits Problems
The intention ofludge Claré planwas to attract back thehite families that had
fled the urban areas of Kansas Gityd hadnoved to the suburbs. The idea was that the
enrollment of thevhite students would improve the school experience foiraluding the
Black students who remained in the urban areas. Thigrwauldalterthe school district.

Judge Clark also ordered taxes raised bp&Bentto make up for funding that the state of

33 Gotham,Race, Real Estate, and Uneven Developn&nt
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Missouri was not ordered to cov&The tax increase was so great that it required review by
the Supreme Court in the years 1990 and 1995.

At first glance and without knowledge of the legislation that came before the
decision, the development of a magnet school system in the late 198089asdouldbe
seen as a solution to the segregation that the district had endured and as a way to attract the
families who fled the urban areas of Kansas City for the surrounding suburbarBatehs.
plan was far from perfect.

According to theSurvey 6 Magnet Schools, Analyzing a Model for Quality
Integrated Education: Executive Summary magnet school s, fAwer e
districts that sought a means of reducing racial isolation in public school through voluntary
means as an alternativertoa n d at or y °iSos$nstead ahtelling students where they
should attend school, students could choose according to their interests, emphasizing

ivoluntary choice by inter gsetFigure4tl®fer t han

34 GothamRace, Real Estate, and Uneven Development.

35Rolf K. Blanke t Survey,of Magnet Schools. Analyzing a Model for Quality Integrated Education:

Executive Summary Binal Report of a National Study for the U.S. Department of Education Office of

Planning, Budget and Evaluatiddeptember 19830, https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Surady

MagnetSchools-Analyzing-a-Modekor-of-Blank/500650e96bb6463649dec828shEbc4a341dcO

%Bl ank et al., fASur vey of Magnet Schools, o 10.
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Figure 4.B. Kansas City, Missouri Magnet Schoolsof Chog@ ur ce: A Kansas Ci

Magnet Schools Were a Dream Realized, Then
Kansas City, August 8, 2016, https://www.kcur.org/community/208:68/kansasitys-
magnetschoolswere-a-dreamrealizedthengonein-a-generation.

Implementation was carefully considered with disthéct reports and
recommendations in order fiavoid a two tier systeaandfidistribute the magnets [schools]
throughout the distriad®’ An important measure to ensure success of the new magnet system
was to demand active participation of the suburban districts of the Kansas City Metro area by
insisting on including students from the surrounding suburbs to attend the magnet¥chools

One eport cited that considering the racial composition of the KansadM@&igpuri School

District with the introduction of magnets migfitause a distortion in racial balance and

37 Phale DHale,Summary Overview Kansas City Missouri School District Dtafhg-Range Magnet School
Plan, 1986 3, Missouri Valley Speial Collection, Kansas CitiPublic Library Kansas CityMissouri MUSCO
379.778 K16SU.
38 phale D. HaleSummary Overvie.
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educational program®® The report said leaders in the district wanted to atredperception
that the twetiered system would be favhite and Black students who were chosen to attend
the magnet schools and another system for those who ddReading through the reports
from this era, | did not come across mention of immigraméfugee children or students
from any other minorit}* group, only Black angvhite students.
Changes to the District Continue Today

With student enrollment falling, the Kansas (fyblic Schoos recently announced
they are considering closing eight on &lementary schools and Central High Scffdol
consolidate resourcgsee Figure 4.14% If the district is interested in creating stronger
programming, turning their attention toward the growing immigrant population may help
them with that goal, as stronger programming for these newcomers will help create a better

informed citizenry for th&ansas City of the future.

39phale D. HaleSummary Overvig, 1.
40phale D. HaleSummary Overvie.
41 phale D. HaleSummary Overvig.
42 sarahRitter, iWe Dorét Understand: Emotional Alums Plead to KdeCs CentraHi gh from Cl osi ng,
Kansas City StarQctober 17, 2022,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=pwh&AN=2W62521239119&site=eds
live&scope=site.
43 sararRitter, fiFewer Schools, Better Programs? KC District Makes @asglosingup to 12Build n g s , 0
Kansas City Starjune 20, 2022
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=pwh&AN=2W6366311672&site=eds
live&scope=site.
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Figure 4.4. Central High SchooB221 Indiana Avenué&ource:Robert Askren Photograph
Collection,Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Publiigrary, Kansas City,
Missouri, https://kchistory.org/image/centralgh-schoot
11?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=25ch30a522275d33a69e&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5
Boffset%5D=3
Local Newspaper Editorial Provides Context for the Time

A 1980editorial in theKansas City StarfiAt Last, a Good Wordbor Our Public
Schoolsd waswritten bythefather of a kindergartener at Hartman Elementary Sctol
provideda viewpointaboutthe public perception of the decision of where to send children in
the wake of all the lawsutThe pleased father wrotb@ut how after dealing with the

decision of whether or not to send high{te) daughter to thémuch maligned public

schools, that aside from the public perception of the district, he did not see problems that

44Bjll Tammeus Atfiast, a Good Word for Our Public SchoolKansas City Sta(Kansas City, Missouri),
March 30,1980: 37 NewsBank: Access World NewisHistorical and Currentttps://infowebnewsbank
com.mcpl.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document
view?p=WORLDNEWS&docref=image/v2%3A1126152C152E4978%40EANX
15F4ABFCDB1EC29D6%40244432%F41513C705EF66%403bF41513C705EF66%4
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were any different than onegperienced byther schools. When asked by neighbors about
any issues with the racial makeup of the schoelreplied that he kidiyet to find this matter
a probleno® He did not agree thawhite families should leave the public school system but
understood howithe pressures of middle class Blacks and Whites, both, have been.dféavy
Race, Localism andKansas City Missouri School District
In Creating the Suburban School Advantage: Race, Localism, and Inequality in an
American Metropoli§’ John Ruryprovides an overviewf discrimination and educational
equalization in Kansas City schools in Johnson and Jackson counties. The development of
suburban towns in Johnson County followed white resgdensh to flee the urban metro
area when school desegregation was decid#dtkitate 1960s. The inclusion f@bcalisnois
important as it providea focus on the problems that are germane to Kansas City in
particular.lnequityand racism and arntinmigration sentiments fueled policies that would
affect those without the leveragéproperty ownership, as many in these demographics were
renters and unable to enjoy the privileges and power that come with homeownership.
KCUR Publishes an Article about the Magnet Schools
Questions about the magnet school idea were still relevangletowvarrant an
article by KCUR even as recently as 2016. The news organization published a lengthy article
that went back in time to give the background and context for the decision to change Kansas

Cityés public schools into magnet schodisansas Cit{s Magnet Schools Were a Dream

45Tammeus, iAt Last, a Good Word for Our Public School

46TammeusﬁAt Last, a Good Word for Our Public School s,

4 Rury, Creating the Suburban School Advantage.
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Realized, then Gone in a Generatitfgives a timeline and overview of how and why the
magnet system was implemented in the district, a resource for a person who is new to Kansas
City and halearned about the schodalsly in conversations with new neighbors. It
summarized Jige Clarlé wish tofitransform the Kansas City School distbiand who had
orderedfithe district and the state of Missouridmeipe out segregatiodd*®

The article provides details about this idea @redprogram thaded to the upgrade of
many buildings with statef-the-art facilities, but did not find lasting succe$his article
illustratedthatthe stories of Kansas Cadg/and Kansas City Public Schéopast are still
holding a prominent place the minds of residents who are working to make a brighter and
more equitable future for the city and the children who attend the public schools.

Conclusion

Chapter 4 gave an overview of the development of the Kansas City Sxktralt
from its beginning. From when it began as a segregated school district to theddlistrict
response tthe Brown v. Board of Educatiodecision bythe Supreme CourKansas City
avoided making changes that would provaskeequal educational experience for all students.
How the district dealt with thBrowndecisiongives context foChapter Swhichexplores

how immigrant and refugee children who enrolled in the Kansas City School district fared.

48 fikansas Citgs Magnet Schools Were a Dream Realized, Then Gone in a GenerBittiyR 89.3. NPR in
Kansas City, August 8, 201bttps://www.kcur.org/community/20188-08/kansasitys-magnetschoolswere
a-dreamrealizedthengonein-a-generation.

4dpKkansas Citgs Magnet Schools Were a Dream Realjzéd par a. 1.
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CHAPTER 5
IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE CHILDREN IN KANSAS CITY AFTER THE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION ACT OF 1965

In this chapter | return to the story of immigrants and refugee children resettling in
Kansas City after the Immigration Act of 1965, which allowed a greater number oépeopl
migrate to the United States from a larger variety of countries. The countries include those in
southeast Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. This change in the United States immigration
laws would further diversify the population of Kansas City ardkthnsas City Missouri
School District.

This chapter features documents and reports from the school district and committees
to provide detaileboutthe circumstancesf the story during this period. | examined the
documents to see how immigrant and reighildren were mentioned in public school
policies and reports. News articles and photographs are included to provide context of the
times.

Federal Legislation Allows Greater Numbers
of Migrants to Enter the United States

The story of immigrants and refugees coming to the United States and Kansas City
continues with the enactment of the Immigration and Naturalization Act of (5885-igure
5.1)and then further with the Refugee Act of 1980. These important pieces of legislation
made it possible for more people to enter the United States after leaving their countries of

origin.
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Figure5.1.President Lyndon B. Johnson signing the Immigrationohdt965 SourcefiThe
Hart-Celler Immigration and Nationality Act: 50 Years LaéeFenement Museum, October
5, 2015 https://www.tenement.org/blog/tHeartcellerimmigrationrandnationalityact 50-
yearslater/.

The Immigration Act of 1965

The Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965 was signed at the foot of the Statue
of Liberty by President Lyndon B. Johnson. The Act set into motion major immigration
policy adjustments that would change the demographics of the United States even further by
eliminating an established policy based on race and ethnicity and repealing the 1920s
national origin quotas used to ensure that newcomers arrived from northern and western
European countriesThe Act was able to allow larggeale immigration into the United
States by replacing the quota system with a preferfen¢cke newcomes family relation to

alegal U.S. citizen or because of their desirable work kills.

I Muzaffar Chishti, Fge Hipsman, and Isabel Baififty Years On, the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act
Continues to Reshape the United Statbgration Policy Institute, October 15, 2015,
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/fifsyears1965immigrationandnationalty-actcontinuesreshape
unitedstates.
2 Chisti et al. fiFifty Years On 0
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This Act of Congress is related to the struggle for civil righds began during the
1950s. It would not be the last piece of federal legislation that would provide better
representation to all of the citizens of the United States, but it is one that would bring to the
fore the question of who or what is an Americamg what does it mean to be an American,
and of coursethe meaning behind educating children in American public schools. The same
people who took issue with educating Black children in schoolswiitte children would
turn their attention to childremeering the United States from around the world, who spoke a
different language and embodied a different culture.

The Refugee Act of 1980

The movement to examine the laws that govern civil rights in the United States also
had an effect on the laws aboutavmay enter the country and elect to make it their new
home. After the Immigration Act of 1965, other pieces of legislation were passed that would
help more enter the United States.

The Refugee Act of 1980 further changed the demographics of the U.S. by
establishinghe Federal Resettlement Program which allowed, accorditiigtOffice of
Refugee Resettlement (a part of th&.UDepartment of Health and Human Services), for
fprovisions for the effective resettlement of refugees and to assist themeaweaebdnomic
self sufficiencyd® This Act raised the ceilingrcthow many people were allowed to enter the
United States so the spouses, childeerd parents of I$. citizens were exempt from the

limitations set by the government for immigrants and refsigee

5fi Re f u g eAdmimstratign for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Humait&grv
accessed February 4, 2023, parditts://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/polieguidance/refugeect.
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Signed by President Jimmy Carter, the Act not only raised the number that could be
admitted it alsocreated a process for reviewing and then adjusting policies for future events
that would cause people to flee their home countries and seek refigedlnited State$
The review and adjustment would happen annually between the President of the United
States and Congress. Also, the Refugee Act of 1980 adjusted the definition of the term
frefuge®to be defined as a perswo holdsfia well founded feaof persecutiod® The
effects ofthe Refugee Act of 1980 would help increase the number of refugee families that
were able to resettle in cities and towns inNhdwest,including Kansas City.

Vietnamese Community Grows in Kansas City

Thousands of Vietnamese people and people from their neighbor nation, Cambodia,
would enter the United States seeking a new homethéi&efugee Act of 1980. This
vulnerable population would make their way here after fleeing the turmoil and chaos of thei
homeland near the end of the Vietham War and the fall of Saigon, the capital city of
Vietnam. Many would make their new homes in the northeast section of Kansas City. Just as
the northeast had housed earlier waves of immigrants durimgnisteeth centry, the

newest wavew/ould find refuge and a new start thgsee Figure 5.2)

‘A Ref ugee ANationabArchiled FOndadion, 2023, accessed February 10, 2023,
https://www.archivesfoundation.org/documents/refugegl 980/.
i Ref ugee ANationabArchided FooOndadion, para. 3.
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Figure 5.2Woman holdingnfant and other Viethamese ugeesPDon Bosco Community
Center 1975. Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City
Missouri, https://kchistory.org/image/viethameséugeesdonboscecommunity
center?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=c72f2c8c92ccfl2fcal3&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%

5Boffset%5D=0.

An article from theKansas City Timedescribes the work of the volunteers at the
DonBosco Center to resettle Vietnamese refugees in 1975. The Center, a community agency
located in the Columbus Park neighborhood of Kansas City, is committed to nurturing self
sufficiency among members thfe neighborhood for a stronger commurfityn the 1930s the
Don Bosco Center was among the most active agencies committed to the resettlement of
Italian immigrants in Columbus Parlks mission shifted in recent years to providing
assistance to senior residents of Kansas City, offering adult educktsses, anuilding a

community center in Columbus Park.

A Don Bos c don@esnotCentessgadssed April 4, 2023ttps://www.donbosco.org.
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The Vietnamese familiementionedn the Timesarticle,Viet Refugees Flood to
City,0” were sent from a refugee processing facility in Fort Chaffee, Arkaiasiansas
City. The Don Bosco Geer volunteers described their feelings of frustratitwentrying to
assist the large number of newcomeérd theypersevered. The challenges of a language gap
did not deter the volunteers in charge of the resettling effbd.journalisigives a windw
into the circumstances agobserves the activity at the Don Bosco Center and listens to the
volunteers as they work under pressure and uncertainty:
All this is taking place under the watchful eye of Sister Leo Christopher, residence
hall manager. Her colleagues have dubbedik@&ther Heno fiFirst, they told us the
refugees would be here about 30 dagbe saidfiBut, oh my, no. They will be here
more like 60 days. Probably some will go and others will arrive to take their places.
Wedre already planning a Christmas paity.
With the last lines fronfiMother Heno we see how unknown details such as the duration
the familie®stay at the Centeoald compound the frustration for the volunteers. Looking
ahead toward a Christmas party shows the generous spirit and positive outlook of the
volunteers working with the families.
The Kansas City Staeported about Viethamese and Hmong refugee stutetits
school system in 198cludingthe issue of finding teachers who speak in the stéeléirgt
languaggsee Figure 5.3) Students at the Scarritt Elementary School received some help

from teachesdaides who were fluent in Vietnamese. In some cases teew@&te doing

more of the teachintipan the teacher3he teachera’ho wereinterviewed agreed that this

"John TDaunerfi Vi et Ref ug e ekanskslCiydlinedDeoemier 10,1976,
https://kchistory.org/image/viethamesgfugeesdon-boscacommunity
center?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=c72f2c8c92ccfl2fcal3&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav%5Boffset%5D=0.
8DaunerfiVi et Refugees Flood to City.o

9 Mirriam Conrad findochinese Pupils Hit Language Barr Kansas City StarMay 10, 1983.
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situation was not idegbut it was the best they coulid, since certified bilingual teache

were not availablé®

AT ; ; Rk g S

English-as-a-second-language teacher Pat Guerra-Alfaro drills a|
class of Indochinese children. She speaks gnly English to the
students but has a Vietnamese aide who helps tutor them.

Figure 5.3. ESL Teacher Pat GueAtaro. Source: Mirriam Conradiindochinese Pupils
Hit Language Barried The Kansas City StaMay 10, 1983, 5.

The writer described how a Ammegquieementsday To
for Dbil i ngYa saidandthecweay, therewere no substantial requirements for
bilingual education at the time beyond a 1974 U.S. Supreme Court decision that said that
schools must offer some English instruction to foreign studémtistricts were asked not to
discriminate, but there did not seem to be much oversight of this ruling and the

implementation of the programs in the schools.

10 Conradfindochinese Pupils 0
11 Conrad findochinese Pupilsd 5 .
2 Conrad findochinese Pupils 0
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Chicano Students in Kansas City Protest with a WallkOut

Flatland provided story about a studewalkout led by Chicano students at the now
closed West High School in September of 186 Figure 5.4%° The article fiKansas
Cityé Place in Chicano History: A Decades Long Fight for Brown Pride, Equality, and
Educationo reportsthatstudents walkedut of their school in protest and demanéeduity,
support for Mexican American culture, and better quality educatioProtests by Chicano
students were happening in other parts of the country at this time. The group at West High
School was likely inspired by those students demanding equal righiistardhg for self

actualizationd®

Figure 5.4 Student protest, Webtigh School, September 19683ourcefiKansas Citgs
Place in Chicano History September 29, 2020, https://flatlandkc.org/pegpdees/kansas
citys-placein-chicanehistory/.

BiKansaxCi t yos Pl ace in Chicano Hi s thtps:/#flatandke.brgifedpe n d K C,

places/kansasitys-placein-chicanehistory/.
YfKansaLi t yé6s Pl ace in Chicano His
BfKansaLi t yés Pl ace in Chicano His
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Lesser Known Parts of Kansas Citgs Immigrant and Refugee History

As | searckdfor information about this time period, the story about the Chicano
students at West High School turned my attention from the federal level to the local level.
Hunting through the Kansas City Public Libré&yarchives was rewardings it provided
detals abouthow ordinary citizens and groups of people in neighborhoods candifgtd
change and spread awareness of changes that are positive and changes that are not welcome.
Two lesser known parts of Kansas @itymmigrant and refugee history, thergtbehind the
Thacher School and the Minority Museutdeserve mention at this point.

The Thacher School

The Thacher School at one time stood on Independence Avenue in the northeast
section of the citysee Figure 5.5)or many years it provided aducation for children
living in thearea The building suffered damage during a fire and was torn down in'2010
Demolition of the building was reported in the local newspaperg had an effect on the
longtime residents in the neighborhood as wethasmmigrants and refugee community.

An article titled,iNew Americans Find Help at Thacher Sclibbteportsthatthe
Kansas CityMissouriSchool District transformed the old Thacher school building into an
intake center for immigrants and refugees. uwelis of the center was to offer resources and
support for children learning English as a second langii@geHabla Espangf® another
article details how the Kansas CigissouriSchool District then turned the historic Thacher

schoolbuilding into theThacher Multicultural Center in an effort to assist the digrict

16 iRemembering Thacher School, 19200 1 RBansas City Public Schoglaccessed December 30, 2022,
https://www.kcpubicschools.org/kcpsiews/kcpsnewsboardpage/~board/kcpeews/post/remembering
thacherschoot1900-2010.
""New Americans Find NMNbahegst Newgl, fioh26 (Jane 28, 2800)h 0 o | , 0
8 MeganBlock,i Se Ha b | aNorhsastdNewsdlugusi 6,2003.
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Hispanic students. But it seems that plan did not workasutt found two more articles

detaiing the decision to demolish the school dtsdffect on the communityiK CPS to

Demolish Th&cher Elementary School this SumidéiandfiSay Goodbye to Thacher
Elementaryo®® The articles report on plans to demolish the former Thacher Elementary
School building after the school closed in 2010. In 2011 the building suffered damage from
an arson fireand although some Northeast residents expressed a wish to renovate and
repurpose the school building once more, the district decided to demolish it due to safety and

vandalism concerns.

Figure 5.5. Thacher School, 5008 Independence Avenue, 1990l fpartial view. Source:

Dory DeAngelo, Thacher School. https://kchistory.org/image/thacher
school?solr_nav%5Bid%5D=e2b88fb2c1734ebbf110&solr_nav%5Bpage%5D=0&solr_nav
%5Boffset%5D=2.

The Thacher Scho@ story gave me a sense of how a former school buitditgon

to the imaginations of the members of the surrounding commigypeople who live in

P AKCPS to Demolish Thache E|l e ment ar y S cNomheast Newsvargh 652018 me r , 0
20 fiSay Goodbye to Thacher Elementatansas City Starjuly 10, 2015.
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the Northeast, who attended Thacher and likely sent their children there, had hopes for the
school building up until it was deemed too dangerous for occupbweys saddened to read

the building was taken down, but then was happy to learn that the school was remembered
with a memorial put in place by Superintendent Mark Bedell in 2021. The school district
website saygiWe know losing Thacher was difficult fanany neighborg and the district is
working tavardfpreserving history and giving our students the modern education spaces
they deserve?* Thememorial dedication provided another reason for the community to
gather, this time to reflect on the legacywfat once was not only a brick and mortar

building, but a touchstone for the commur{gge Figure 5.6)

! ' =, : W ! .. "-_ & .‘

B T AR B e ST . ol i dbo, A/ N E n
Figure 5.6 Dedication of the Thacher School memorial, Novenit®r2021 Superintendent
Mark Bedell, school board member Manny Abamrad the Northeast communggtended.
SourcefiRemembering Thacher School, 1920100 accessed April 3, 2023
https://www.kcpublicschools.org/kcpgews/kcpsnewsboardpage/~board/kcps
news/post/rememberiripacherschoot19002010.

2! iRemembering Thacher School, 192010, para3.
86



The Minority Museum

In the late 1990s the Minority Museum opened. It was a tiny museum dedicated to
telling the story of immigrants and refugees that resettled in the city and in other parts of the
U.S. The museum was a labor of love for David Shapiro, a local businessvolmnereated
the museum in order to Atell of the real and
to the establishment éfmericad (see Figure 5.7% Shapiro, a retired optometrist and World
War Il veteran, had witnessed the horror of Nazi conceotraamps in Europe. With what
began as boxes of photographs in his basement, he was inspired to open the Museum in 1991
to promote racial tolerance and to promote d
Ka n s a s a@igrowing racial intolerae. Mr. Shapiro was moved to speak at schools
and public libraries in Kansas City. After a few years he was offered space in a room at
Boone Elementary School at 89th and Wornall to display the contents of what would become
the Minority Museum. The valuabkeaching space served the public for a few short years

before being dismantled.

22 fiMinority Museum Faces Uncertajnt Bansas City StaJune 17, 19997, Vertical File,iMuseums)
Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Librdtgnsas City, Missouri
23 fiMinority Museum Faces Uncertaintyd 7 .
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MINORITY gy MUSPUM

SEP 29 1999

id Shapiro talked to Rockhurst Unive
o Alibough bo fch,

tly before a tour of the Minority Museu

Figure 5.7 Minority Museum creator Davi@hapiro talking tdRockhurst University
students]1999. SourcefiMinority Museum Faces UncertainbyTheKansas City StarJune

17, 1999, Vertical FilefiMuseums) Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public
Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

This story highlight®ne man with a vision to help stop the growing sentiments of
intolerance in Kansas Cityho decided tdake a stand and share what he knew of the
destructive forces of hatred. | wonder what Mr. Shapiro would have to say about my efforts
to tell the story of the immigrant and refugee children who resettled here.

Sources from the School District

| looked for documents from the school district in the archives of the Missouri Valley

Special Collection located in the Central Branch of the Kansas City Public Library. |

searched for a window into how policy writers considered the population of immégrdn
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refugee children. | began with oldest primary source | could fifdeaa c her 6 s> Hand B
for Kansas City public school teachers printed in 1914. The book was not housed in the main
part of the librargs collection and required a form to be filled out before use. When | asked
for access at the reference desk, Elijah Winkler, a reference librarian with wiaambany
conversations about the libré@sycollection during my research, saw from the reqgioest
that the book was ifthe locked cabinei This is where the collecti@s fragile and rare
items are kept safe and snug in custom pagid-free storage containers and fold€iGool!
Idl be right backd he said with a big smile.

The small, delicatbook was housed in a little b@see Figures 5.8 and 5.9)he
pages were thicker than | expected and bound with the smallest staplegdr seen. |
turned the pages carefully and saw that it included sections about curriculum and teacher
expectationsNo part of the boots sections referenced the étymmigrant children
populationat all, which | had expected to see. There wes pne example of a growing
community by 1910 about 7,000 people arrived in Kansas City from Mexico due to
upheavalsluring the Mexican Revolutio®® Migration to Kansas City had happened and was
still happeningandthe childrenof these immigrante/ere attending the public schools at this

time.

“Teacherodos Hand Book f ofl91&K1s,Kansas CitfMot) Boar® of Bdudaton, Sc hoo |l s,
1914,Missouri Valley Special Collection, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.
25 ValerieMendozafKansas Citgs Mexican Community and the Guadalupe Ceniiéhe Pendergast Years.
Kansas City Pz Library, June 15, 201 https://pendergastkc.org/article/kangity%E2%80%99snexican
communityandguadalupecenter.
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for your guidance. In the wealth of material in

your possession the essentials of each subject
should be seclected and thoroughly taught. The
selection of these essentials is at once the most

difficult and most important of all the problems
confronting the teacher. The fundamentals of ele-
mentary cducation are defined to be the “facts,
habits, dexterities, and sentiments that most ade-
quately prepare for the larger demands of life—
personal rational enjoy-
They lead to a “culture which is related to

cfficiency, civic fitness,
ment.”
“The
fundamental facts,

power and inspiration, and the ability to go alone.”

real life and whose core is moral character.”
aim should be to give a few
“One great mistake of our cducation is to suppose
Edu.-
cation is a question of doing a few essential thingsg
well and without over strain.”

that quantity and strain constitute education.
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A Chat with the Librarian about Sources

| sought out print secondarygaes to give me a better sense of context and a
timeline of the major events that brought immigrants to Kansas City. | returned to the
Missouri Valley Special Collection Room once mokéter some cursory searches, | became
frustrated when | was not alile locate many secondary sources about immigrants or
refugees coming to this city. Elijah was working and was able to come up with one title
Historical Overview of Ethnic Communitj€sby Sherry Lamb Schirmésee Figure 5.10)
The introduction to the b&atells the reader that it was written in 1976 as a guide for
educators in Kansas City, Missouri. The book inclu@dknic historied of nationalities
including German, Polish, Croatians, and Slovenians living in the West Bottoms and working
in the packig houses, steel planend refineries in and around the city. There is no mention
of children or students, an interesting detail | cowdtihelp but notice in a bodkatwas

written for educators!

Figure 5.D. Acknowledgementdistorical Overview oEthnic CommunitiesSource:
Sherry Lamb SchirmeHlistorical Overview of Ethnic Communiti@sansas City, MO:
PanEducational Institute, 1976).

26 Sherry LamiSchirmer Historical Overviewof EthnicCommunitiegKansas City, MO: Pa&ducational
Institute, 1978.
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Report from Kansas City Missouri School District about Issues with Integration

The 1965 reporfy Pr obl ems of I ntegration in Kansas

t he Board of Educat i oprovidesan gvarvieswafghe Sdudsy , Mi
surrounding integration of the public schodse Figure 5.11)he three consultants

credited with creiing the reportvere not local educators from Kansas City, belth

positions at the University of Chicago, lllinois, public schools in San Francisco, California
and Detroit, Michigan. Their task was to study and make recommendations about where to
placethree new elementary schools that were to be anbdie: district in an effort to ease

the overcrowded conditions of the schodlse panel of consultants was commissioned to
make recommendations about the location and the use of the school sitegea thet\eeen
Linwood Avenue, Brush Creek, Troost Avenaad Topping Avenue. As we saw in Chapter

4, the neighborhoods in this area of Kansas City were redlined and separated from the rest.
These streets encompass the east part of the city where a ndj&lagk familes lived.
Figure5.11 showsthe backgroundf the reportThe report does not mention any students

besides Blacland whitestudents.

BACKGROUND OF THIS REPORT

uring the summer of 1965, the Board of Education of Kansas city
5
ee new elementary

1 jon of thr
Missouri, was considering the matter of location ©
i When the Board
school buildings, intended to reduce overcrowding.
" buildings, there
announced its decision on the sites for the three new

i round that the
Vere objections from Civil Rights organizations of the &

that buildings
thires gt 411 in areas of mainly Negro residence, and
viiree sites were i ™

egregation.
Placed on these sites would contimue de facto SCE¥ e
ise by the

After some weeks of discussion, it was considered V.
¢ loca-

2 on the matter o
of Education to employ consultants o advise them

Hazlett
t10n of the three school sites. Barly in August, Suve""":d::his
a6ked Professor Havighurst vhether he would S Bo: ch; matter of
Tatter. M. Havighurst responded by Sayiné e relation to
Location of the school sites would better be considered in He said he
Other problems of racial integration in the RO TR
ultants to study

£ three cons
Woulq i nize a team O
be willing to orga it won1d Tike 80

Figure 5.1.. Background of th&965 IntegratiorReport.Source: Robert J. Havighurst,
William L. Cobb, and Norman DrachldiProblems of Integration in Kansas City Public
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Schools: Report to the Board of Education of Kansas City, MisédNwyember 18, 1965.

Anotherdocumentwritten decades lateiiKansasCity Missouri Board of Education
Strategic Plan for School District from 198% did not mention immigrant or refugee
children(see Figures 5.12 and 5.1%ections of this report listed external and internal issues,
including measures to remedy the eféeat the tough economic situation at the time due to
federal funding cuts. According to the document, the district sought alternative sources of
revenue and other cost effective measures to remedy the effects of the economic situation.
Much was written alat the rise of costs due to inflation in the 1980s. | paused to consider
how economic problems inevitably return, as inflation woes plague us today.

Another document titleéKansas City Missouri School District Losigange Magnet
School Plan by Hale and Leine, describes a plan fattain as much desegregation as
possible through the establishment and operation of magnet school plans in the Kansas City,
Missouri School District?® In the Hale report, minority and naninority students are
included. There iso further breakdown of the makeup of the minority students attending the
Kansas City Missouri School District at the time of this report beyond the word

fbackgrounds

2T Kansas City Nssouri Board of Education Strategic Plan for School District from 18@&souri Valley
Special Collection, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

28 Phale D Hale, Summary Overview Kansas City Missouri School District Dtafhg-Range Magne$chool
Plan, 1986 MUSCO 379.778 K16SU, 3/lissouri Valley Special Collection, Kansas City Public Library,
Kansas City, Missouri.
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I. PHILOSOPHY AND GUIDELINES

The purpose of this comprehensive magnet school plan is to
attain as much desegregation as possible through the
establishment and operation of magnet schools within the Kansas
City, Missouri School District. KCMSD continues to believe
that the most effective and equitable approach to desegregation
is through the implementation of a metropolitan school system
including KCMSD and surrounding suburban school systems. KCMSD
thus is deeply disturbed by the suburban school districts'
recent rejection of voluntary participation in interdistrict
transfers. Until substantial suburban participation in KCMSD
desegregation efforts can be achieved by the voluntary or
involuntary efforts of these districts, KCMSD is taking steps
to provide as many opportunities as possible for its students
to attend school with students of other races and backgrounds.
This magnet school plan is designed as part of that effort. It
is premised on the belief that magnet schools with strong
programs can attract private school and suburban students on a
voluntary basis, and the KCMSD intends to recruit such
students. The District will seek payment of tuition for
suburban students as already ordered by the District Court on
June 14, 1985. It also intends to pursue the possibility of
transfers of its students to suburban schools. Should the
courts require participation by suburban districts at some
future date, however, this plan should be substantially revised
to reflect and facilitate greater suburban enrollment.

Figure 5.2. Philosophy and Guidelinespng-Range Magnet School PlaBourcePhale D.
Haleand Daniel U. LevineSummary Overview Kansas City Missouri School District Draft
Long-Range Magnet School Plat986, MUSCO 379.778 K16SU, 3, Missouri Valley
Special Collection, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.

Organizing principles and themes underlying and guiding the
development of this plan are as follows:

359 The purpose of magnet schools for KCMSD is
to increase desegregation and potential desegregation
in as many of its classrooms as possible. Because the
KCMSD already is 74 percent minority and has been
increasing in minority concentration for 15 to 20
years, special and unusual emphasis has been placed on
attracting students from nonpublic schools and
suburban schools and on retaining current and future
nonminority enrollment. These goals have been
addressed partly through selection of magnet themes
likely to be attractive to nonminority students as
well as selection of sites likely to be attractive in
terms of distance, time, and other considerations. In
many cases, these goals led to selection of "mid-site"
locations particularly accessible to both minority and
nonminority students.

Figure5.13. Organizing Principled,ong-Range Magnet School PlaBourcePhale D. Hale
and Daniel U. Levine&Summary Overview Kansas City Missouri School District Dtafhg
Range Magnet School Plat986, MUSCO 379.778 K16SU, 3, Missouri Valley Special
Colledion, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri.
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Lynn Horsley Desegregation Files

The Kansas City Public Librafy special collections containg&ansas City Star
collection. Included are boxes of primary source documents that are not digitized. The
finding aid for this collection includes a box labeled Seri@s bynn Horsley Desegregation
Files, 19771999. These files were collected from Lynn Horsley, a joushalho covered
the Kansas City school desegregation case in the Etlhstired from theKansas City Star
in 2019. I looked through her old files to see if they comigirotations thamightinclude
details about immigrant and refugee children thanatencluded in articles that appeared in
theKansas City Starl did not locate any information about immigrant or refugee children in
relation to the desegregation mandate.

Intercultural Relations Group in Kansas City

A search in the Kansas City Publitbtaryés catalog for primargource
documentation about intercultural and ethnic relations policies revealed some material that
provided details oéfforts made to address the idea of promofittpnic harmony One
example is thd952title published byhe Council of Social Agencies of Kansas City,
filntercultural Intergroup Relations Workbabnfsee Figure 5.14f The title may announce a
focus on intercultural relations, but the only cultural group mentioned in the pamphlet other
than whites living in Kansas City are African Americans, leaving out the members of the
population who identified as Latino, Latina, SggrSpeaking or Asian, for example.

Immigrants and refugees had already resettled in Kansas City by this time.

29 \Workbook, Intercultural Intergroup RelationSouncil of Social Agencies (Kansas City, Mo.). Recreation
and Group EducatioBivision, 1952
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[METIoT o

The committee hopes that this report will be helpful to those agencies now

ki to eliminate discrimination in their practices and that it will stimulate
working

thers to accept their responsibilities and opportunities to bring about better
othe

lations among all racial and ethnic groups in our community. We hope it will
relatio

e all agencies to help build a city in which life is rich and full for all
encourag 2

i 3 ti ce, creed or color.
citizens irrespective of race,

Figure5.14 Excerpt fromWorkbook, Intercultural Intergroup RelatiorSource:Workbook
Intercultural Intergroup RelationsZouncil of SocibAgencies (Kansas City, Mo.).
Recreation and Group Education Division, 1952
Conclusion

Gaps remain in the story of immigrant and refugee chi@greducational experience
in Kansas City for those who arrived and resettled after major pieces of immigration and
refugee legislation in the 1960s and 1980s. It is within these gaps of the missing details
where assumptions may settle, leaving room onlafoincomplete picture.

| searched the Kansas City Public Libi@rarchives andid not locate even a
defacto written policy for handling this population during this time. Preliminary examination
of archived documents revealed that data and numbersiafraigrant and refugee students
were not included or mentiodén the tools used to enact policy changes made to the Kansas
City MissouriSchoolDistrict system in the 1970s through the 1990s due to the desegregation
lawsuit. Instead, t appears immigrarand refugee children were counted along \Bidxck

students in the tools used to enact policy chameineating only two distinct groups: whites

andnonwhites.
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Was the population ignored, or lumped in with other minofitipsofiled in the
reports andtudies despite their radically different backgrounds and life experiences? Closer
examination of when immigrants and refugee children are unmentioned in policies may offer
insight as to how policies written today are influenced by this past pattern.

| believe it is essential to fill in the gaps of data and personal histories. The work of
identifying where the gaps are in the history of this group is important for immigrants who
come to this city in the future. As newcomers continue f@erthey may better understand
that in Kansas City they are part of@ntinuingstory.In Chapter6 | explore how national
and local events affected the educational experiences of immigrant and refugee frioitdren

the 1990s to the 2020s.

30 Kevin Fox GothamRace, Real Estate, and Uneven Development: The Kansas City Experiene20Q900
(State University of New York Press, 20023.
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CHAPTER 6
REFUGEES IN KANSAS CITY: THE 1990s TO THE PRESENT DAY

This chapter continuewith the story of immigrants and refugees resettling in Kansas
City in the 1990s to 2020s. | investigated the local, political, economic, and social climate of
Kansas City during this time and gathered data to show the imiihet growing population
onthe city. The laer part of the chapteevealshow once resettled in Kansas City with the
assistance of the resettlement agencefagees and immigrants created communities within
their new city.

Examining both the global events and local happenielsed to tell the story about
the decades that led up to the opening of a new school in the Kansas City School system, one
that was specifically designed to address the educatgow@al and emotional needs of this
population.

Refugees and Immigrant Conmunities Grow in the 1990s

More war, political conflictand natural disasters would force people to leave their
homes around the world and seek refuge in the United States. This decade saw people
leaving Afghanistan after the Taliban took over the govemtiriater people fleeing Bosnia,
countries in Africaand the Middle East made their way to the U.S. and then to Kansas City.

The immigrants and refugees who resettled in America from 1990 to the 2020s likely
found themselves here due to deterioratingd@t@ms in their home countries due to war,
environmental disasters, or other political conflicts. Articles written about adults who
migrated to Kansas City from the 1990s were available in my reséartdewer sources of

data and information were foutitht told the stories about the child@eexperiences during
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migration to the U.S and after resettlement. By relying on sources that tell ths® adult
experiencg my hope is to create context and a picture of what life was like at the time for
this populéion as they resettled in Kansas City.
Data from the Migration Policy Institute

A report from the Migration Policy Institute, a npartisan think tank located in
Washington D.G titled fiilmmigration to the Heartlandt providedstatistics and an overview
about migrant families relocating to Kansas City. The data show that for the most part,
immigrant and refugee populations are concentrated in Jackson and Johnson counties, that
the majority are lawfully present in Kansas Cihgt educational attainment and poverty
rates varyby country of birth, andhatfa significant number of children have immigrant
parents, estimated 63,000 children resided in the region with 83% (about 52,000) were born
in the US (similar to the nationwiddhare of 79%)?

Thereport describes Kansas Giygeography as the nexus for railroad and also
airline industries and an important stop before continuing westatiésvhen the population
growth slowed down in the second half of thventigh centuryit rebounded with the influx
of immigrants. In 2015, the Kansas City metropolitan area was home to 135,000 immigrants
or 7 percentof the population of 2.1 million. The immigrant population is comparable to that
of other midsized metropolitan areas irethl.S. of similar size €.g.,Indianapolishasa

population of 124,000 immigrants and refugees; Jacksomata population of 125,000

! Randy Capps and Ariel G. Ruiz Sofirnmigration to the Heartland: A Profile of Imnmagts in the Kansas
Ci t y RMigratienRqlicy Institute, October 2016,
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/KansasEIlyAL.pdf.
2CappsandSotcn”w,l mmi gration to the Heartland, o 1.
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immigrants and refugees; St. Lotiasa population of 130,000 immigrants and refugées)
The immigrant population of &sas City has grown in the lasenty-five years, from
33,000 in 1990to 82,000 in 2000, to 120,000 in 2016 135,000 in 2015. During this time
immigrants and refugee®mprisedonesixth of the total population growth (100,000 out of

600,000)* Figure 6.1showsthe growth in the population from 1990 to 2015.

Figure 1. Foreign-Born Population of the Kansas City Region, 1990-2015

160,000

140,000

120,000

100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000

1990 2000 2010 2015

Immigrant Population

Sources: Migration Policy Institute (MPI) analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 and 2000 Census, and 2010 and 2015
American Community Survey (ACS) data.

Figure 6.1. ForeigiBorn Population of the Kansas City Region, II98ML5. SourceRandy
Cappsard Ariel G. Ruiz Sotofi | mmi gr ati on to t he Hatainthd and:
Kansas CityRegiongp Mi g Pddidy institnte, October 2016,
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/KansasEINAL.pdf.

A report from the Brookings Institute includes statistics of refugees enteringShe U
and resettling in Kansas City during the 1990s and as well as information about the

experiences of refugee children. The report uses data from the Office of Refugee

3 Capps and Sotdlmmigration to the Headdnd 0
4 Capps and Sotdmmigration to the Heartland.
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Resettlementwhich indicateghildren in this population are a distinctive portion of the
foreign-born population in many metropolitan arédhe reporstateshat the experience of
the refugee is a reflection of the connections between international, national, and local
institutions® The data provide the opportunityfipoom oub and consier the context of
what else is happeningot only in Kansas City during this particular time, but also around
the world.
Life after Resettlement in Kansas City

Between 1983 and 2004 civil war broke out in Sudan that caused the dazfth
millions of people and caused many more to flee the country and become refugees. When the
articleentitledfiKansas City Sudanese Man Narrowly Makes It Out Of Sdeas
published in 2014, Kansas City had the largest community of Sudanese refu@pees in t
country! Manon Bol (see Figure B. was one of the scalledfiLost Boys who fled the
violence in their home country, some on foot and as young as eight or nine years old. These
children then spent years growing up in refugee camps in Kenya and @tlcan &Aountries
before resettling in the U.S. Mr. Bol spent time in a refugee camp in Egypt before resettling
in Kansas City. He was lucky to have a relative who was waiting to assist him, NBA star

Manut Bol, who had come to the United States to playegsidnal basketball.

5AudreySinger and Jill H. WilsormfjFromdlherebto dHered Refugee Resettlement in Metropolitarme r i c a, 0
Living Cities Census SerieBrookings Institution, September 200@&fps://www.brookings.edu/wp
content/uploads/2016/06/20060925_singer.pdf.
6 Singer and WilsomjFroméTherédto dHere 6 0
’ fikansas City Sudanese Man Narrowly Makes It out of Su@BUR 89.3, NPR in Kansas Cityanuary 23,
2014, https:/iwww.kcur.org/commity/201401-23/kansagity-sudanesenannarrowlymakesit-out-of-
sudan.
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Figure 6.2 Manon Bol, one of the stalledfiLost Boyso fiKansas City Sudanese Man
Narrowly Makes It Out Of SudabKCUR 89.3, NPR in Kansas Cjtyanuary 23, 2014,
https://www.kcur.org/community/201d1-23/kansaity-sudanes@nan-narrowly-makesit-
out-of-sudan.

The plight offiLost Boy® and Kansas City received national attention in the realm of
movie making when their story was featured in the 2014 motion piichureiThe Good
Lie,0 starring Reese Witherspoon. In the fiflmur Sudanese children whose family is killed
during the second Sudanese civil war flee their destroyed village and make a dangerous trip
to a Kenyan refugee camp. After living in the cathgy are resettled in Kansas City,

Missouri and build a new life with the help of Witherspd@®employment agent character,

Carrie.
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Vietnamese Refugees, Years after Resettling in Kansas City
Flatland featured an article about the achievements of threeeesfugho fled tough
situations in their native Vietnarflyietham War Refugees Succéednd Strugglé in

Kansas City® Ty Bui, Dong Do, and Nguyet Hie all migrated from Vietnam and were

3

Figure 6.3Ron Nguyen, son of Vietnamese refugees, is a Kansast@itypey who has

helped the Vietnhamese community here with various legal issues, first as a Legal Aid lawyer
and now in private practic®ill TammeusfivVietham War Refugees Succéednd

Strugglé in Kansas Cityg FlatlandKC, September 11, 20Xitps://flalandkc.org/news
issues/divergingaths/

either placed in refugee camps or sent directly to thg4&&Figure 6.3Each was able to

find succesdy startinga business, or finding work astranslatoy or becomingalawyerand
werethen able to assisthers in the Viethamese community in Kansas City. The article ends
with an observation that the newest members of the refugee commhoityiake their

homes in the Northeast section of the city come from other countries and not Vietnam. At a

World Refuge Day event in the Northeast theds heldat the time the article was written,

U.S. RepresentativemmanuelCleaver called the neighborhodihe United Nations of

8 Bill TammeusfVietnam War Refugees Succéednd Strugglé in Kansas City BlatlandKC, September
11, 2017 https://flatlandkc.org/newissues/divergingaths/.
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Kansas City” It is where the Vietnamese community in Kansas City began, but now they
are widely scattered across the metropolitan area.
Indisposable: KC Cultures

Photographs are essential primary sources used in historical research that place the
viewer in aparticularsituation, at a specific tim&CUR reported in 2018 on an art exhibit
calledfindisposable: KC Culturé& consisting of photographs taken with disposable
cameras by members of the refugee community living in KansagsgéyfFigure 6.4)The
photos show the members of the community being themselves and documenting the everyday
joys of living and playing in their new hom@amerasn the hands ofnembers of the
communitywho capturel their own moments showed me a view into this community that is
uninterrupted by an outsidirinterpretation or commentary. Photographs provide an
unfiltered and instantaneous view into oddives. This public exhibition of the images

supported the visibility of refugees on their own terms.

* — o - x «

Figure 6.4. Photofromhe exhi bit Al ndi sposabl e: KC Cul t
NfRefugeeScbesel OCdmeras to Show Kansas City L
89.3, NPR in Kansas City, May 31, 2018, https://www.kcur.orgleef2018-05
31/refugeesiseold-schoolcamerado-showkansascity-life-throughnew-eyes.

9 TammeusfVietnamWar Refugees Succeedd para. 24.
Vcraire Refugde Usd Ql8cliibol Cameras to Show Kansas City Life through New E¥8SUR
89.3, NPR in Kansas City, May 31, 2Qt#tps://www.kcur.org/artéife/2018-05-31/refugeeaiseold-schoot
camerado-showkansascity-life-throughnew-eyes.
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An Early Program for Immigrants and Refugees
Students in Kansas City Public Schools

After finding many resources about the experiences of adults migrating to Kansas
City during this time period, | saw aumticle that grabbed my attention. | was certain | had
discovered a prototype or early iteration of the school featured in the final chapter in this
dissertation. Located in the Northeast, Gladstone Elementary, part of the Kansas City school
district, hada program that assisted immigrant students to learn English quickly. The
majority of the students enrolled in the program were refugees from the Democratic Republic
of Congo(see Figures 6.5 and 6.@)his program seemed to have the elements to be the
preairsor for the school that | write about in the final chapter of this story, the International
Welcome Center and Global Academy. All of the elements were there; for example,

academic and cultural support for students.

Figure 6.5 Most of the studenis Emma Jonedxclass at Gladstone Element&ghoolare
Congolese. Because they grew up in refugee camps, they have not consistently attended
school.fiKansas Cit§s Refugee Students Have Only One Year to Learn How to Go to School
in Americap KCUR 89.3, NRR in Kansas City, October 12, 2018,
https://www.kcur.org/education/204-12/kansagitys-refugeestudentshaveonly-one
yearto-learnhow-to-go-to-schootin-america.
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Figure 66. KCPS considers the students in Emma Jaclass to have limited or interrupted
formal education. The program was formerly called New Ameriditemsas Cit{s
Refugee Students Have Only One Year to Learn How to Go to School in Am&®@dR
89.3, NPR in Kansas City, October 12, 2018, https://vlsewur.org/education/20180-
12/kansagitys-refugeestudentshaveonly-oneyearto-learnhow-to-go-to-schootin-
america.

| was able tdalk with Emma Seim, é Jonegsee Figure &) to learn more about the
program at Gladstone Elementary and her work at the Global Academy. Emma began her
work with resettled students first as an ELL teacher at Garcia Elementary. The program of
small classroom instruction for recently resettled refagess already up and runnjrmgost
of the students wergomali. The program at Garcia was implemented because so many
students were unprepared for school in the U.S. Etoldane fiStudents with interrupted
formal education need a lot more, especiallyalder one® Shewent on to say how happy
she was to work with the studenig, friend of mine had done the program and she moved,
and so | wanted to do it. | thought, yes! This is exactly what | wantedad Hen the
program moved to Gladstongecausehat is where the majority of the refugee families are

resettlediil had a sekcontained classroom. The population of the kids changed overtime

the last ten or fifteen years @ehad mostly Congolese 8panishspeaking populations.
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At Gladstone Elementary she saw a lot of the same igsgasdents who were new
to schooling in the United States. The majority of studentdhhhddome sort of interruption
in their formal education careef8he began by asking them questions and figuouttheir
academic level:

fiDo you have number sense? Do you have math skifisfhe of them had never

held a pair of scissors. For suseissors were a luxury. Some had never read a book

or held a pencil. So you started wherever they were.

One aspeadf school in the United States that | never really thought about was the
parade of holidays that begin in October and keeps going month after month through early
Spring. Emma saidiEvery holiday hits them and th&g like, what is going on? Right away
in a new school year you have Halloween and then Thanksgiving and then Christmas and
thenValentines DayWedre all celebrating in a big way, which is fun for them, and it all
needs to be explainédShe said that the birthday parties for children were @atéamiliar to
these students.

As for how The Global Academy came to be, Emma recalls her superior, Allyson
Hile, working on it.

| think that our director had been thinking about it and wanting to do something like

this [The Global Academy] because weldve too many more kids now. So | think

it was a thought in her mind and | always mentioned to her, gosh, | would love to

work in a place like that because unbeknownst to me this turned into exactly what |
wanted to do with my life.
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Recreation Brings a Réugee Community Together

Refugees from Myanmar are giva spotlight in an articlan theKansas City Star
callediiKaren Refugee Groups Find CommurthyoughSport of Chinlone at Kansas City
Parkot!

Karen refugees from all over the world who resettledansas City come together to
play chinlone, a traditional sport of Myanmar (also known as kick volleyball or takraw) at a
park in the Sheffield neighborhood of Kansas City, Missouri. The journalist writes

according to a 2017 report from the Karen ComnyuoitMinnesota, the largest

population of KarerAmericans, around 17,000 live in Minnesota. According to

RefugeKC, a local nonprofit Christian ministry, around 1,000 Karen refugees live in

the Kansas City aréd
One refugee featured in the article namedd-_ay says he learned the game as he grew up
in a refugee camp in Thailand among the refugees who left Myanmar due to conflict in the
country. A group of about ten to twenty gather to play most afternoons and upwiairtlyof

peopleattendon weekends. e group has participated in tournaments with other resettled

Karens in Arkansas hosted by the Karen Youth of Clarks\aée Figure 6.7)

11 NathanH a nKaremRefugee Group Finds Community through Spdit Chi nl one at Kansas
Kansas City Starjune 17, 2022,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=sso&db=pwh&AN=2W641861428364&s
slive&scope=site.

12 Han,fiKaren Refugee Groypd par a. 11.
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Figure 6.7. Nathan Han, AKaren Refugee Group
at Kans as KaBsastCity SRrdund1,7,2022.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=sso&db=pwh&AN=2W641
86142830&site=edive&scope=site.

This is the first articled/e seen fronthe Kansas CityStarabout a recreational
activity that brings refugees out of their homes and together for recreation. The article does
not mention anything about Karen girls or children and the types of recreation they might
enjoy in the sun and for cultural connection.

Afghan Arrival in Kansas City

The arrival of Afghan refugees is covered in two articles: KSHB News41 and KCUR.
Afghan refugees began to arrive and resettle in Kansas City in November 2021 after the fall
of Kabul, the capital and largest city in Afghanisfaee Figure 6.8)nterestingly, the KSHB
News 41 article includes a quote from a resettled Vietnamese refugee who was featured in an
article that appeared earlier in this chapter, Ty Bui. Mr. Bui speaks again about his time

resettling in Kansas City andefnelp he received from the Don Bosco Center when he

arrived in 1975. He was able to give back to the organization that helped him and
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volunteered to help resettle new refugees. F

part is the language barrjer especi al I with el derl y. o

,——————— N===

Figure 6.8 Families evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan, walk through the terminal before
boarding a bus after they arrived at Washington Dulles International Airport, in Chantilly,
Virginia, on Sunday, August 29, 2024ccording to agencies in Kansas City, as many as 625
refugees could be resettled in the Kansas City metro area. Photo credit: Jose Luis Magana,
The Associated PresSourceiiFirst Family of Afghan Refugees Arrive in Kansas Giffhe
Missourian,Septembefl9, 2021 https://www.emissourian.com/news/fufsimily-of-afghan
refugeesarrive-in-kansascity/article_89b7f056190211ecad90dfd982efe2ed.html

Gillian Helm, the CEO of Literacy KGpeaksaboutthe experience of helping
Afghan refugees through a lgunage barrier
fil think Kansas City is such a welcoming community already. We do a really great
job of welcoming in other people from other countries, other cultusés, saidiiA
lot of times we learn a lot more from them than they can learn frortbus

The arrival of newcomers does not have a hard and fast beginning and end, but overlaps, as

with any other events in the lives of real people. Migration and resettlement is occurring all

13 callie Counsellorfivietnamese Refugee Reflects onthe Cimalee s Af ghan Refugees are F
Kansas Cityhttps://www.kshb.com/news/locakws/viethameseefugeereflectson-challengeafghan
refugeesarefacing.
1 Counsellorfivietnamese Refugee Reflect¢ par a. 9.
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the time, and those who have resettled may be in the best posiielp thhe newest
membes of our city.

The second article AWi t h Afghans on the Way, Kansa:
Depl et ed by i8abaugtieshorCnotice of the arrival of Afghan refugees and
the increased pressure on agencies to secnds for their resettlement after experiencing
budget cuts during the Trump administratibhe announcement that newcomers are arriving
can be short notice for the aikyresettlement agencies, but as Ryan Hugdmaleéxecutive
director at Della Lam}said fiWe are seeing that agencies are receiving notices and resettling
people withinforty-eighthours, so that puts a whole new level of pressure on the local
affiliate. '®After several years of low immigration during the Trump administration, the
rampup ofnumbers put added pressure on the ageramesthe COVDBL9 pandemic added
another layer of complexity. These situations and events created funding shortfalls for
agencies that handle refugees, leading them to cut their staff and limiting their ability to
prepare for just such an eveént

Della Lamb and Bicycles for Refugees

The agencies that work with immigrants and refugees are dedicated to not only
helping the resettled families feel at home, but also enforcing the idea that they are not
limitedtotheimei ghbor hood. Dell a Lamb cred®8kesd a pr c
for Refugeed (see Figure 6.9)The program provided more than three hundred bicycles for

Northeast Kansas City refugees, including adults and children. The bicycles offer a

15 carlosMorenoand Chris Youngiiwith Afghans on the Way, Kansas GiyRefugee Ageries are @pleted
by Budg&CURBZ3INPR ih Kansas CitAugust 28, 2021https://www.kcur.org/news/20208-
28/with-afghanson-the-way-kansascitys-refugeeagenciesare depletedby-yearsof-budgetcuts.
16 Moreno and Youngiwith Afghansonthe Way, par a. 4.
17MorenoandYoungﬁ With Afghans on the Way. o
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sustaim bl e and inclusive transpo'fMaaytreasatttad f or t he
families rely on public transportation to get to jobs and schools, but the bus system does not
go everywhere, and bicycles offer personal autonomy. The bicycles are an aduzdl ohet

transportation for getting around the city and where they need to go.

o
R AR

Figure 6.9 Children who will receive a n biIthroug i kes f wBouRe f ugees
Admin,iNew Dell a Lamb Program Provides Bicycl e
June 1, 202Xttps://northeastnews.net/pages/raslilalamb-programprovidesbicyclesto-
refugees/
A Choir Creates Community for Refugees from Tanzania
In a church in thé&lortheast, a community of refugees who fled the Democratic
Republic of Congo and then migrated to Tanzania created a community by performing

Congolese Rumba son@see Figure 6.10) A We want ot her people to

A d mi New,Dellé Lamb Program Provides Bicycles to Refugelisrtheast Newgblog), June 1, 2022
https://northeastnews.net/pages/msilalamb-programprovidesbicyclesto-refugees/.
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and what we deoJeune RramiedSilasnbieng2®, who is also a Penn Valley

Community College student. ASo thatos our bi

Figure 6.10 The Salvation Choir rehearses on Saturdays (and sometimes on Sundays) inside

a garage in Kansasn€iglyberhosdoriA Namz hmriasmh
lts Start in a Kansas City Church. Now Ités
Kansas City, May 27, 2022, https://www.kcur.org/difes2022-05-27/atanzaniarrefugee
choir-got-its-startin-a-kansascity-churchnow-its-touring the-midwest.

Somali Refugees Arrive in Kansas City Despite Travel Ban
Somali refugees began to arrive in Kansas City in thel@#0s when the east
African country collapsed due to a civil war. The artiélgomali Refugees ArriveniKansas
City to Warm Welcomg?® describes the scene of their arrival at the Kansas City airport.
Handmade signs that reéd/elcome Home fiY ou Matte andfiYou Are Lovedo along

with cheers of goouill greeted the group of several dozen adults and a few children. One

19 A Tanzanian Rieigee Choir Got Its Start in a Kansas City Church. Nd@ Touring the Midwest ECUR

89.3, NPR in Kansas City, May 27, 2Q2itps://www.kcur.org/artéife/2022-05-27/atanzaniarrefugeechoir-
gotits-startin-a-kansascity-churchnow-its-touring-the-midwest.

20 aura Zieger,iSomali Refugees Arrive n  Kansas City KGJRSUBINRR iMeahsao me , 0
City, February 9, 201 https://www.kcur.org/community/201@2-09/somalirefugeesarrive-in-kansascity-to-
warmwelcome.
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greeteiwho held a sign written in Arabic saidlA friend who speaks Arabic wrote it for me.
He told me it means Welcomehich is what | wanted to sayd Somalis resettled in the
Northeast neighborhood with help from Della Lamb in 2017 after being held back by the
travel ban on refugees during the Trump administration.
Northeast Newsnd Articles about the Community Effect on Proposed School Closings
Change is difficult for residents ahy neighborhood, but for the residents of the
Northeast, the possibility of drastic changes in the form of school closings prompted
neighbors to gather and demand answEnsNortheast Newseported about an
announcement made by Kansas City Public Sishindctober of 2022boutpotential
school closings, listing some schools in the Northeast. The paper reported residents in the
Northeast mobilizdand voi@dtheir concerns about the potential closures. Residents
appeared at forums and meetings to tell district representatives how they felt about schools
and about how important they are to the Northeast neighbaihobilidren. They gathered to
saythe schootistrict should pay closer attention to the possible negative effects on the
neighborhood children, including those in the immigrant and refugee populstefrigure

6.11)

21Ziegler,ﬁSomaIi Refugeelrrive, 6 par a. 7 .
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Figure 6.11 Concerned citizens at a meeting to discuss pending school clastne

Northeast neighborhoods of KansasC8your ce: Abby Hoover, HANorth
Pushes Back on Pot HontheasaNew@dog)hNowembe®l 2022 ngs, 0
https://northeastnews.net/pages/northeastmunitypushesbackon-potentiatschal-

closings/.

Two articles provided informatioabout the possible closings. Ineotitled,
fiNortheast Community Pushes Back on Potential School Closidite writer listened as
members of the community remarked about the impatiie immigrant and refyees who
have children at Northeast Middle School
One attendee noted that, although there were a few Spanish speakers in the audience,
the demographics in the room did not represent Northeast, especially Indian Mound

and Lykins where schools would clo3dey asked if any outreach has been done to
immigrant and refugee familiéd

22Abby Hoover,fiNortheast Community Pushes®& on Pot ent i aNortfeastNevedllog)Cl osi ngs,
November 9, 202https://northeastnews.net/pages/northeastimunitypushesbackon-potentiatschoot
closings/.

23 Hoover,fiNortheast Comunity Pushes Backd para. 29.
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