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were 463 livestock shipping a!sociations in Missouri in 1925 com­
pared to only 54 ten years later. 

The most important reason for this decline undoubtedly has 
been the introduction of the truck. Another has been a reduction 
in the cost of shipping small lots by rail, as a result of railroad 
regulations which makes it possible for farmers to ship, under 
certain conditions, less-than-carlots of livestock at carlot rates. 

FRUIT ASSOCIATIONS 

Twenty-seven local cooperative fruit associations operated in 
Missouri in 1935. Twenty of these handled strawberries; three, 
grapes; two, both strawberries and grapes; and one, apples. Their 
sales totaled $380,000 and averaged $14,000 per association. They 
had about 2400 members, an average of 88 members each. 

As practically all handled strawberries, the associations were 
concentrated in southwest Missouri, where a large part of the 
commercial strawberry crop is grown, fourteen being located in 
Barry County and the other thirteen in adjoining counties, (Figure 
4). In 1935, the 25 associations handling strawberries marketed 
58.7 per cent of the entire commercial crop produced in the coun­
ties in which they were located, and 44.9 per cent of all the straw­
berries marketed in Missouri. 

The method most coinmonly used by these associations in 
marketing their products was that of a one-day pool. Under this 
method all fruit received by the association was graded and each 
grower was given a receipt stating the quantity and quality of 
fruit delivered. When the returns from each day's shipments 
were received, the association retained a certain per cent of gross 
sales to cover inspection, handling charges, and manager's com­
mission and returned the rest to the grower. As these associa­
tions required very little capital, only a few associations reta·ined 
any of the receipts for surplus and reserves and even in such, the 
portion retained was very small. 

In addition to the marketing of fruit, many associations fur­
nished their members crates and other containers on a cost basis. 
In some instances members also received valuable advice in regard 
to cultural practices from the manager of their association. 

As in the case of livestock shipping associations, the number 
of associations handling fruit has declined in recent years. This 
decline was due partially to the severe droughts in the years im­
mediately preceding this survey and in part to the use of the 
truck. In many areas in southwest Missouri adverse seasons had 
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eliminated a large part of the strawberry acreage, and hence, the 
need for an association. The truck also had contributed to this 
decline in that it provided a method of transportation permitting 
growers to market their products individually to a much greater 
advantage than had previously been the case when transportation 
by rail was the only method available for long-distance shipments. 

In all probability several of the associations not operating in 
the year for which this study was made will resume operations 
when production again becomes normal. 

LARGE-SCALE CENTRAL ASSOCIATIONS 

In 1935 there were 32 cooperative large-scale central associa­
tions serving Missouri farmers, 29 of which were located in the 
state and the remaining three in adjoining states. This included 
eight central produce plants, seven terminal livestock marketing 
associations, five purchasing associations, three central creameries. 

LARGE - SCALE 
CENTRAL ASSOCIATIONS 

o LIVESTOCI\ 
• CIIEAMEII'i' 

o GIIAIN 

• 'IIOOVCt 
6 MILK 

e IILVEGRASS SEEO 

Fig. 6-Location of Large-Scale Central Associations. 
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three fluid milk associations, three grain associations, one wool 
association, one bluegrass seed association, and a cotton associa­
tion. The location of these associations is shown in Figure 6. 

MISCELLANEOUS LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS 

There were eight miscellaneous local cooperative associations 
operating in Missouri in 1935. These were three canneries, two 
wool pools, one cream station, one fruit and vegetable association, 
and a winery. The average volume of business of these associa­
tions was approximately $32,100 each, or a total of $257,000 for 
all. All products marketed were handled either on a pool or a 
commission basis. The location of these associations is shown 
in Figure 4. 

APPENDIX 

TABLE A.-NUMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS AS A PER CENT OF TOTAL, BY GROSS MAR­
GINS AND COMMODITY GROUPS, EXCHAJ;GES AND ELEVATORS, 1935. 

Grains, Hardware 
Feeds, and 

Gross Margin in 
Per Cent of Sales Produce 

and Petroleum Similar 
Flour Products Groceries Supplies All 

T .0sS ~ __ ~ ____ _ ___ _ * 
(Number", per cent of Total) 

11 6 10 
Gain: 

Less than L__ __ 3 1 * 1- 2 __ _______ . 6 2 4 I 2- 3 ________ ._ 10 4 3 3 2 
3- 4__________ 13 7 3 6 4, 10 
4- 5__________ 23 15 5 15 4 13 
5- 6__________ 17 15 2 7 9 19 
6- 7_________ _ IS 19 3 8 9 18 
7- 8__________ 5 11 3 6 8 15 
8- 9__________ 4 9 4, 8 10 5 
9-10__________ 1 5 10 3 10 7 

10-IL_________ 1 5 8 13 8 4 
11-12__________ 1 2 7 2 4 1 12-13 _________ _ 2 10 4 3 1 13-14 _________ _ 1 2 2 3 * 14-15 ______ . __ _ 1 4 2 1 15-16 _________ _ 1 1 3 3 * 16 or more _____ _ * 20 10 6 3 

AIL_______ 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Number of Associ-
ations__________ 180 189 96 67 156 259 

*Less than 0.5 per cent. 
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TABLE B.-NuMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS AS A PER CENT OF TOTAL, BY GROSS MAR­
GINS TAKEN ON IMPORTANT PRODUCTS, EXCHANGES AND ELEVATORS, 1935. 

Gross Margin in 
Per Cent of Sales 

I~oss_ ~ __ ____________ • _______ _ 
Gain: 

Less than L .... _________ . __ 
1- 2 ________ ___ ._ •• ____ • .. 
2- 3. _______ __ __ ____ • ____ _ 
3- 4 __________ .. _________ _ 
4- 5 _____ ._ .• ____________ _ 
5- 6 ___ . ________________ ._ 
6~ 7 ___ • ________________ ._ 
7- 8 ___________ ____ • _____ _ 
8- 9 ______________ . _____ . _ 
9-10 ___ __________________ _ 

1O-1!. ____________________ _ 
11-12. __ • _._ •• _________ ___ _ 
12-13 ____________________ ._ 
13-14 ___ . _________________ _ 
14--15 _____________________ _ 
15-16 __________ • ______ ._ •• _ 
16 or more. ________________ _ 

AlL __________________ _ 

Number of Associations. ______ _ 
----_._----

Gross Margin in 
Per Cent of Sales 

Loss. _____________ _ 
Gain: 

Less than L _____ _ 
1- 2 ___________ _ 
2- 3_. ___ ______ _ 
3- 4 __________ ._ 
4- 5 ___________ _ 
5- 6 ____ . ______ _ 
6- 7 __ • ___ _____ _ 
7- 8_. _________ _ 
8- 9 ___________ _ 
9-10 ___________ _ 

10-11. ____ ______ • 
11-12. ____ • _____ _ 
12-13 _______ • ___ _ 
13-14 _____ • _. __ •. 
14-15 ____ . __ • ___ _ 
15-16 ___________ _ 
16 or morc _______ _ 

AIL ________ _ 

Number of Associa-
tions. ___________ _ 

Oats 

10 

- j 
5 
3 
5 
6 

10 
11 
; 
5 

II 
5 
3 
8 
1 
I 

10 

100 

63 

Eggs 

6 
15 
17 
20 
11 
15 
4 
3 
I 
1 
I 

100 

176 

Commer­
cial 

Feeds 

2 
2 
2 
6 

10 
12 
14 
7 

J3 
II 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
5 

100 

165 

Poultry Cream 
Other 

Produce 

(Numbe r as per cent of Total) 
7 2 2 

6 
; 
9 

15 
11 
13 
7 
7 
7 
6 
2 
1 

-2 
1 

-j 

100 

174 

Flour 

I 
2 
5 
8 
7 

12 
20 
12 
II 

8 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

100 

153 

Hay 
and 

Straw 

3 
10 
9 

12 
12 
10 
5 
S 
3 
5 
2 
3 
3 
1 
7 

100 

121 

Salt 

(Number as per cent of Total) 
5 5 2 

2 
2 
5 
7 

11 
16 
14 
9 
7 
7 
3 
2 
6 
1 

1 
2 

100 

148 

-5 
5 
3 
8 

10 
3 
3 
3 
S 
8 
8 

10 
7 

2 
12 

100 

39 

I 
6 
1 
8 
7 
.I 
6 
2 
2 
5 
~ 

II 
9 

25 

100 

87 

Wheat 

4 

1 
10 
10 

7 
16 
13 
10 

9 
3 
3 
4 
I 
I 
1 
I 

6 

100 

71 

Sugar 

-5 
15 
30 
10 
10 
15 
5 

100 

20 

Corn 

3 
7 
8 

14 
20 
16 
9 
8 
4 
3 
1 

100 

76 

Pota­
toes 

4 

4 

-8 
8 

11 
4 

-8 
II 

4 
4 
4 

15 
15 

100 

28 
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TABLE B.-NuMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS AS A PER CENT OF TOTAL, BY GROSS MAR-
GINS TAKEN ON IMPORTANT PRODUCTS, EXCHANGES AND ELEVATORS, 1935-
(Continued). 

Hard-
ware Fertil-
and izer 

Gross Margin in 1\Iachin- and 
P er Cent of Sales cry Fencing Seeds Fuel Twine Lime 

Loss _______ ______ _________ - __ 
(.\Jumber as per cent of Total) 

8 6 J 
Gain: 

Less than L ________________ 2 3 4 2 1- 2 ______________________ 6 ; 4 6 4 2- 3 ______________________ 6 2 2 4 3- 4 ____________________ __ 6 13 7 4-- 5 ______________________ .1 5 ? 9 5 5- 6 ______________________ 12 6 II i 8 6 6- 7 ______________________ 
ii 

6 6 3 12 2 7- 8 ______________________ 
9 !O II 12 6 8- 9 ____ __ ________________ 6 9 .5 7 12 12 9-10 ______________________ 

-3 6 8 10 7 15 10-1 L _____________________ 6 8 -5 4 14 11-12 ______________________ 9 9 4 2 18 12-13 ______________________ 6 6 3 6 4 .1 13-14 ______________________ 3 14 3 6 3 3 14-15 ______________________ 3 2 2 3 5 15-16 ______________________ 
-9 3 7 3 16 or more __________________ 34 22 2 3 

AIL ___________________ 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Number of Associations ________ 33 34 115 62 68 65 

TABLE C.-AVERAGE STATEMENTS OF CONDITION BY SIZE 
EXCHANGES AND ELEVATORS, DECEMBER 31, 1935. 

OF ASSOCIATION, 250 

Sales per Association in Thousands of Dollars 

Less 200 or 
Item than 25 25-50 50-75 75-100 100-150 150-200 more 

ASSETS 
Current Assets: Cash _____ ___ _____ S 449 ii 984 

Accounts Receiv-
ji1,062 $1,349 111,726 )\4,199 $3,729 

able _______ ____ 928 1,095 2,312 2,008 2,434 4,013 4,513 
Notes Receivablt' __ 285 122 286 529 423 403 521 
Merchandise r n-

ventory ________ 1,022 2,038 3,158 4,330 5,350 7,753 10,226 Other ____________ 7 64 31 285 65 311 1,002 

TotaL _______ 112,691 M,30:1 116,849 $S ,SOl $9,998 1I16,679 $19,991 

Fixed Assets ________ 2,577 4,076 5,767 8,422 9,092 11 ,232 16,057 
I nvestments ________ 80 57 187 213 324 241 1,056 Other ______________ 49 168 171 247 165 279 2,071 ---TotaL ___________ __ $5,397 $8,604 $12,974 $17,383 $19,579 $28,431 $39,175 

LIABII.ITIES ASD NET \tVORTH 
Current Liabilities: 

Accounts Payable_ 290 )\ 449 $ 523 $ 925 $1,108 $ 778 $2,933 
Consignment 

106 1,264 Drafts __ _______ 
-1;591 -I; 168 

4 226 
Notes Payable ____ 1,109 1,961 1 ,714 1,590 3,488 
Other ____________ 135 209 239 350 388 1,061 1,933 

TotaL _______ __ $2,016 $1,826 ;;1,871 $3,240 $3,316 $3,655 $9,618 

Fixed Liabilitit:s. _ ___ 620 549 X5D 1,089 1,68 3 1,187 5,071 
Net Worth: 

Capital Stock or 
Certificates of 
I ndebtedness ___ _ ;;3,206 $5,931 )\8,259 $11,576 $11,321 $14,940 $1I,94H 

Surplus .nd Re-
3,259 8,649 12,538 serve. __________ 445" 298 1,994 1,478 

TotaL _______ 2,761 6,229 10,253 13,054 14,580 23,589 24,486 
--- --- --- ----Tot.L _____________ $5,397 j\8,604 $12,974 $17,383 $19,579 $28,431 j\39.175 

*Deticit. 
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