
The 

In April the Uni versiL y T he:nre presented , wid1 
marked success, "The G lass Menageri e," a t ime hon­
ored play by Tennessee Williams, a sw clem a L th e 
U ni versiLy fro m 193 1 LO 1933. T his p roduction , which 
was presem ed on fi ve evenings in th e Fine An s Th ea ­
ter, preceded by a short ti me ano Lh er major dra mat ic 
even t on the ca mp us, t he one-act p lay concesL. ] ro n ­
ica ll y, when he was a studen t here, T homas La ni er 
\ Villiams em ered Lhi s com est but he fa iled to win . 

Abou t a decade laLer, Tennessee \ i\l illi ams was ad ­
va ncing to fo remos t rank among Ameri ca n pl ay­
wr igh ts. "The G lass M enage ri e," fi rs t perfo rmed in 
C hi cago, served to a lert the publi c to a new ta len t. 
After fou r mo n ths, L11e pl ay was moved LO New York 
where i t ca plllred Lh e 1945 CriLi cs' C ircle Awa rd for 
th e bes t pl ay of that season. 

Jn ew Yo rk the p roducLi on ra n fo r 563 perfor m-
a nces w iL11 La urette T ay lor in the star ro le. T h e 
pl ay starred H elen Hayes in the London produ ctio n 
~ind was rel' i\'Cd se\·era l Limes by Miss H ayes, once 

fo r an inLern a ti ona l to ur und er the auspices o f Lh e 
Sta te Depanmem. 

W illia ms fra nkl y admi ts that the cha rac ters o f 
Amanda W ing fi e ld , hi s fa ding Sou t he rn mo th er who 
d re::i ms o f her more gentee l pas t, and her shy d a ugh­
Ler, La ura, who pl ays a ll day with her co llecti o n o f 
g lass anim a ls, d eri ve fr om his own m o L11 e r and sister. 
Amand a's effo rts Lo m ake a match be tween the g-e mle­
ma n ca ller a nd her d au ghte r provide some o f Lhe 
pl ay's m os t to uching and humorous scenes. T he pl ay 
takes pl ace in St. L oui s abou t 193 7. 

Gerardine Oberm ark o f J effe rson C ity pl ayed Lhe 
role of Am and a; M ichae l Cochran o f W es t Pl a ins was 
Tom, her son ; Ara minta H as h of Ka nsas C iLy had the 
ro le of the d a ug hLe r, La ura; a nd .J a m es Zva nuL o f St. 
C harles was the gen t lem a n c;;i ll er. 

T he pl ay wa. directed by Donova n Rh ynsburge r, 
professor o f speech and d ra m a ti c a n and di recto r o f 
d ramati cs. Lew is Stoerker, assis tant p rofessor o f speech 
a nd clram a Li c a n , was technica l directo r. 

Opposite pag-e: T h is fJ!i o tograph was made of the 

(tnnl scene uf the fJlay i11 which L aura , th e daug hter, blows out th e cn11dles 

aft er her bro ther T om has said good night. Th e role o f L aura 

was played by Aramin ta fl ash. Pho tos b y Ted H. Funk. 
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Menagtrie 
Left: Michae l Cochran, in the role of Jim O'Connor, 
the gen tleman ca ller, holds the unicorn, Laura's fa ­
vorite object in her glass menagerie. Above: M other 
Amanda encourages her son Tom tu bring home a 
ge11 tlemar, ca ller for h is sister, Laura . 

continued 

Amanda, played by Gerardine Obermarh, relives her younger days and 
tells the gen tleman ca ller that on one Sunday aft ernoon she had as 
many as seven teen gen tleman ca llers. 
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