T T

Iniuenmnmnm

In April the University Theatre presented, with
marked success, “The Glass Menagerie,” a time hon-
ored play by Tennessee Williams, a student at the
University from 1931 to 1933. This production, which
was presented on five evenings in the Fine Arts Thea-
ter, preceded by a short time another major dramatic
event on the campus, the one-act play contest. Iron-
ically, when he was a student here, Thomas Lanier
Williams entered this contest but he failed to win.

About a decade later, Tennessee Williams was ad-
vancing to foremost rank among American play-
wrights. “The Glass Menagerie,” first performed in
Chicago, served to alert the public to a new talent.
After four months, the play was moved to New York
where it captured the 1945 Critics’ Circle Award for
the best play of that season.

In New York the production ran for 563 perform-
ances with Laurette Taylor in the star role. The
play starred Helen Hayes in the London production
and was revived several times by Miss Hayes, once

for an international tour under the auspices of the
State Department.

Williams frankly admits that the characters of
Amanda Wingfield, his fading Southern mother who
dreams of her more genteel past, and her shy daugh-
ter, Laura, who plays all day with her collection ol
glass animals, derive from his own mother and sister.
Amanda’s efforts to make a match between the gentle-
man caller and her daughter provide some of the
play’s most touching and humorous scenes. The play
takes place in St. Louis about 1937.

Gerardine Obermark of Jefferson City played the
role of Amanda; Michael Cochran of West Plains was
Tom, her son; Araminta Hash of Kansas City had the
role of the daughter, Laura; and James Zvanut of St.
Charles was the gentleman caller.

The play was directed by Donovan Rhynsburger,
professor of speech and dramatic art and director of
dramatics. Lewis Stoerker, assistant professor of speech
and dramatic art, was technical director.

Opposite page: This photograph was made of the
final scene of the play in which Laura, the daughter, blows out the candles
after her brother Tom has said goodnight. The role of Laura
was played by Araminta Hash. Photos by Ted H. Funk.

6 / MISSOURI ALUMNUS / MAY '65



i

e Lo b s

omme——




continued

Left: Michael Cochran, in the role of Jim O’Connor,
the gentleman caller, holds the unicorn, Laura’s fa-
vorite object in her glass menagerie. Above: Mother
Amanda encourages her son Tom to bring home a
gentleman caller for his sister, Laura.

Amanda, played by Gerardine Obermark, relives her younger days and
tells the gentleman caller that on one Sunday afternoon she had as
many as seventeen gentleman callers.
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