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where they can find personal, 
professional and academic support," 
Cash says. "That's why it is 
imperative we accomplish and 
maintain professional programs here, 
and work on student growth and 
development," he says, adding the 
more all students become involved 
with the center, the more the 
University sees its re-investment in 
the Black Culture Center was a great 
investment. 

"BAO is privileged to support 
such a dynamic institution," says 
LaTia King Westfall, president of the 
Black Alumni Organization. "The 
facility offers a lot of new space for 
students and alumni to learn, 
sociali ze and relax." 

In an effort to expose more 
students to multicultural art, the 
center houses two hallway galleries, 
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Karsten Cash, director of the Black 
Culture Center, came to Mizzou June 3 
after a stint at Eastern Illinois University, 
where he was academic adviser for the 
Gateway Program, which is similar to 
MU's Minority Achievement Program. A 
native of Boston, he earned a bachelor's 
degree at Wesleyan University and a 
master's degree at the University of 
Massachusetts. 
Rob Hill photo 

where the works of students, faculty 
and staff will be displayed. The south 
hallway is reserved for traveling 
displays. Through Nov. 3, a series of 
shaped canvas paintings by Adrienne 
Hoard, associate professor of art, will 
be on exhibit. 

Two conference rooms make up 
the perimeter of the building, one of 
which is furnished by the provost's 
office. The room contains visual aid 
equipment, and a conference table 
and chairs adorned with the MU 
logo and Afro-centric cloth. 

BAO to furnish conference room 
The other conference room is 

dedicated to the Black Alumni 
Organization. BAO members and 
friends are being asked to raise 
$25,000 during the next year (see 

story on Page 
7). Money 
raised a bove this 
amount will be 
used for books, 
furnishings and 
other resources 
for the room. 

"BAO's 
investment in 
this conference 
room ensures 
our presence in 
the center as 
well as a 
permanent place 
in MU's black 

history," Westfall says. 
Anyone interested in supporting 

this effort should complete and 
return the form on Page 3 or call 
Shannon Sowell, director of 
development for student affairs, at 
(573) 884-1810. 

MU's Black Culture Center, above left, 
officially opened its doors Sept. 3. 

At the center's grand opening ceremony, 
John Hopkins, a junior in arts and 
science from Mexico, Mo., did Lift Every 
Voice and Sing as members of the Legion 
of Black Collegians dance squad, 
Shades, performed an interpretive dance. 
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BAD to raise 
$25,000 for its 
conference room 
(

an you believe it? The new Black 
Culture Center is now a reality. 
The Black Alumni Organization 

hopes to dedicate a conference room 
in honor of all BAO members and 
supporters. To do so, we need to 
raise $25,000 during the next year. 
And since the BAO has made this 
historic financial and symbolic 
commitment, I am asking each of you 
to do what you can personally, 
professionally and socially to help the 
BAO keep this promise. 

The Black Alumni Organization is 
you; it is all of us. Individuals, 
families, sororities and fraternities are 
asked to consider making gifts of any 
amount to this cause. We also need 
help in securing larger gifts ($10,000 
or more) from companies and 
organizations. 

All gifts will be personally 
acknowledged; those of $100 or more 
will be permanently inscribed on a 
commemorative plaque within the 
new conference room. Contributions 
of $500 or more will be prominently 
displayed on a wall within tht: Black 
Culture Center. If you have already 
made a gift, you may re-designate it 
to the BCCBAO cause in order to 
receive this special recognition. 

A BCCBAO tribute gift can be as 
rewarding to the giver as it is to the 

Draped in a traditional 
African kinte cloth 
stole, Chancellor 
Richard L. Wallace 
assisted Alanna 
Heffner, president of 
the Legion of Black 
Collegians, and 
Karsten Cash, director 
of the Black Culture 
Center, in officially 
cutting the ribbon to 
signal the center's 
opening Sept. 3. 
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LaTia King Westfall , BJ ' 90, is president 
of the Black Alumni Organization. 
Originally from East St. Louis, ilL , she is a 
graduate student at the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis and works as a fund 
development manager with the Girl Scout 
Council of Greater St. Louis. You can 
reach her at 2 Brower Lane, Florissant, 
Mo. 63031 ; phone (314) 830-0306 or 
bye-mail : s 1 034390ClOdmiral.umsl.edu. 

receiver. A contribution may be made 
in your name, a company or an 
organization's name, in someone else's 
name, in honor of a friend, as a 
memorial to a loved one, or for 
special occasions such as Kwanzaa, 
birthdays or anniversaries. 

Complete the form on Page 3 and 
return it with your pledge or gift. 
Pledges can be made over two years, 
and all gifts are tax deductible. 
Donations received before Dec. 31, 
1998, will be listed in the spring issue 
of the Black Alumni newsletter. 

Thanks in advance for 
overwhelmingly and sincerely 
supporting your Black Alumni 
Organization. For more information, 
call Shannon Sowell, director of 
development for student affairs, at 
(573) 884-1810. - LaTia King Westfaii 

47 ioin BAO 
since May 1 
Mark AcIcir, Fairfield, Olio 
Casscnadra Adams, Kansas Oty 
QIana Alen, St. Louis . 
Tamyra Anderson, Kansas Oty 
Terri Bolton, KClisas Oty 
Chcnaine Boyd, Coutry CIIII Hills, II. 
TImot~ Briscoe Jr., CohnnWa 
K8IG w...s Cluistlan, 0rIcmd0, Fia. 
Tyrone Cllristiall, 0rIcmd0, Fia. 
Duane CoH, C ....... 
AorOR Critt8lldon, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Clleryl Davis, (llesterfleld, Mo. 
Cory ... Davis, Florissaat, Mo. 
Yolaada Davis, CWcago 
Josepll DetrIag, CoInIbIa 
Susan Dixon, C ......... 
QuoIeshna EItert, Kansas Oty 
A. Corael Els, Kansas Oty 
Debra Els, Kansas Oty 
CIuistiaa E.ws, PIaIo, Texas 
Tlnesor Farmt, 0IIaIIa, Ha. Nk. Galtor, 'fIIOIIson, Ga. 
Kiw ... H.-vey, St. lnis 
Hilari Hawkils, WaslillgtOl, D.C. 
Roin Jackson, ~ 
Tanya Jones, St. Peters, Mo. 
Kn Kaylor, Blue SprIngs, Mo. 
Robyn KIIIg, KClisas Oty 
GIeada lItalo, Cot.Wa 
MIchael NorIICII, "'eapols 
Morgartt ~, West BIoandIeId, Mich. 
Pentla 0atIaw, St. louis 
I.ellneHe P.ts, Jeffersan Oty 
LaSanclra P..I, I.sas CIty 
Erma Pegg, C ........ 
Eamest Perry Jr., CoIRIbia 
DelIse RaacIoIph, Hazelwood, Mo. 
DuIeIe Rke, C ....... 
CIIIHIke RidIIt, Kansas Oty 
Alfreda R,sh, St. Louis 
Haoni s.itII, ForJIIiIgtOR His, Mich. 
Kor .. SttlllllOlS, CoIuIIia 
Doll Taylor, St. Louis 
Farrah Walker, KClisas Oty 
Larry Watkins, Frederick ..... Va. 
Bellta -.s, Kansas CIty 
Patsy Young, Syracuse, H. Y. 
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let us hear from you. 
Tell us what you are up to, how you are doing and what is happening in your life. Send us 

information about births, deaths, anniversaries, weddings, announcements and accomplishments. Be 
sure to include your name, degree and graduation date, address and phone number. 

Send to BAO, 123 Reynolds Alumni and Visitor Center, Columbia, Mo 65211, or fax to 
(573) 882-5145, attention BAO. 

_.-hanks to all alumni and friends who attended Fireside Chats in Columbia; the Miss Holiday's Blues 
BAO reception in Kansas City; the Missouri Black Expo BAO Summer Reunion in St. Louis; Off to 
Mizzou picnics in St. Louis and Kansas City; and the Missouri School of Journalism/BAO reception 
held at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Washington, D.C. Special thanks go 
to Chancellor Richard L. Wallace, Vice Chancellor Charles Schroeder and the Office of Student Affairs 
Chris Koukola and the Office of University Affairs, the BAO executive board and the MU Alumni 

Association board and staff. Thanks also to LeAnn Scott, Glenn Ellis, Avila Hendricks, LaSandra Pearl, Leonard 
Graham, Sandy Patterson, Kevin and Loren Wilson, Stacy Fowler, Lisa Jones Townsel, Karsten Cash, Linda 
Garth, Erica Calbert, Mike Hoeferlin, Ron Kelley, Christine Winfield, Shannon Sowell, Bruce Porter, Shannon 
Fry, Darlene Miles and Nancy Wawrzyniak. 

Congratulations to MARK MILLER, BS RPA '78, MS '82, on becoming president of the MU Alumni 
Association, representing more than 28,000 MU alumni members worldwide. 

LATIA KING WESTFALL, BJ '90, and husband Lamontez celebrated their fifth wedding anniversary on July 28. 
Our heartfelt condolences to TODD COLEMAN, executive director of the MU Alumni Association and BAO ex­

officio board member, on the recent loss of his dear mother. 
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