
WHAT SAY 
THE FRESHMEN? 

Columbi a Campus students are id ea listi c , somewh at conse rvati ve 
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He thinks he should have a "major role" in de­
fining the University curriculum, but he doesn't 
intend to partic ipate in any student protests or 
demonstrations. 

He is somewhat concerned about financing 
his coUege ed ucation, but his most importan t 
pe rsonal goal is idealistic: He wants to "develop 
a meaningful philosophy of life." 

Based on a su rvey made of incoming fresh­
men tp the Univers ity of Missouri-Columbia at 
the time of their enrollment last summer, this 
partial picture of a typical Columbia campus 
freshman cor responds closely with nationwide 
findings reported by the American Council on 
Education. The young people at Mizzou did ex­
h ibit more consen'ative tendencies, however: 
Where 4h per cent of the nation 's freshmen 
figured their chances very good that they would 
participate in a demonstration, only 1 per cent 
of the r..'li ssouri class felt that way. 

Not aU the members of the Class of 197 2 
filled out the four-page questionnaire. Presented 
as a voluntary assignment at the time the 

recent high school graduates we re completing 
pre-enroll ment forms, the su rvey was answered 
by 2326 of the Columbia campus freshmen. 
Since 3700 freshmen we re e nrolled last fall, 38 
per cent chose not to fill out the questionnaire. 
As all good researchers know, the non-respon­
dents might have presented a different picture, 
but the return is high enough that the survey 
does lell some important things about the 
Missour i young people. 

First of all. t hey are very much like their 
count.erparts in universities across the natioll. 
There are few significant differences in back­
grounds, goals and as pirations between the Co­
lumbia campus group a nd the 240,000 othel' 
incoming freshmen who took part in the ACE 
survey. Most of both groups ranked in the top 
25 per cent of their classes (60 per cent for 
Missouri, 65 per cent for the nationwide univer­
sity group); nine out of 10 ranked in the top 
50 per cent (93 per cent r.,'lissouri, 89 per cent 
nationwide). 

Both groups were s imiJarly active in the ir 
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THE FRESHMEN University of 

(uNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA) 
Missouri·Columbia Nationwide 

Agree That 

Sludems s hou ld have iI miljo r role 101 specI fy ing th e coll eae cWllcu lurn 
My lJel i e t ~ nnet 81 111\1[le5 nre s imilll l 10 (Ilose o f most o the r student s 
F<lcli i ty plomo!;ons shou ld be based in par! o n sturi en1 Iwa luat,ons 
St udent publ icat ions should be cleared by college o ffi cia ls 
Most calle!Je officials h<lVe heen 100 lal( In dealing With student p,otests on campus 
The chief henef'l of il col lege education is Ihal it increases one's cilmmy power 
SCient ISIS should puhlish their f ond ings ,eg(lrdless 01 the poSSible consequences 
Urban p roblems c.1n1101 be solved without huge II1veS10llcnlS of federal money 
A ir pollution III ci lies Justif ies using drastic measures 10 l imn the use of rnOl01 vel.i cles 
Cigarct! e advef1 is i l ~J shou ld be oUllawed on ra(loo and TV 
Col lef)!! off iCials Ilave the rl{lht to ban pel sons w ith extreme v iews Irom speaking on 

camplls 
St udents from d isadvanlaged backgrOlJr1ds silou lfi net pleferen tial !l c.:r tm ent rn colleg e 

aCimlss iol1s 
Realis t ically, iln ,mJ,v idual person ca ll do lillie to l)rin9 al)Qut changes In our socwty 
On ly volunteers should serve IP1 The ar lllCd Jorces 
College offiCials h ave the righl to regulilTe swrlem behavior off campus 
M arijuana should be legah~ed 

Major Influences in Deciding to Attend This University 

Parent or olher re lalive 
Academic rel)U!m ion of th e co llege 
Opportunity to live away from home 
H igh schoo l teacher 0 1 counselor 
Fr iends ,m ending thiS college 
Low cost 
Graduate Of Olher representa tive horn this col lege 
Social l ife of the college 
Mas! 01 The students are like me 
Olher e.tracul ricu lar activities 
AthleTic program of The colleg e 
Professional counsel inn or col lege placemenT service 
Re l igious aff iliation 

Objectives Considered to Be Essential or Very Important 

Devel.Qp,ngy me(lni!!~ __ bi!osophy of hi e 
Becoming an aUlho'-!!.y on a special Subject in m~~ field 
He!pi ng OThers who ale in difficulty __ 
KeepirlCJ IIp 10 dale with political affairs 

TOl al 

89 8 
75.3 
67.2 
6 4.4 
60.6 
56.7 
48.9 
46.5 
39.4 
38.0 

342 

33.5 
27 .9 
26.4 
25. 1 
11.4 

10 
11 
12 
13 

4 

~~;~~ ~~~~~:,t,~~;;l f~n;s of m,,,,-,,o,,,W""-~~ ~~~5 

O""'bia,~ recol1!li tion from I1lLcolleayues for conTribution III a special field 
Hav,ng adm in,s1rat ive responsibilily for the work of olhers 
8ecominfj a commu nity leader ~~--

Neve! being obligated to people 
Writi ng or iginal works (poems , novel s, shor t storres etc) 
Participaling in an o rganization I'ke th e peace corps or vista 
Cl ealing artis tic work Ipaillting. sculpture, decorating etc) 
Becom ing an outstanding at hlete 
Making 11 theoreti cal contribution 10 science 
Becoming accomp lished in one of the performing art s (acting. dancing etc) 
Becoming an e.perl i'l finance and commerce 
Becom ing an accomplished musician (performer or composer) 
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6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Male 

88 .5 
72.8 
66.2 
63.7 
63.5 
66.5 
52. 1 
47.8 
39.0 
36 .2 

36 . 1 

35.7 
31.7 
3 ' .9 
25.3 
12.4 

10 
11 
9 

12 
13 

10 
13 
15 
18 
12 
14 
16 
11 
17 

Female 

91.9 
77.8 
68.3 
65.1 
57.6 
46 .6 
45.6 
45.0 
39 .8 
39.9 

32. 1 

3 1.3 
24.0 
20 .9 
24.9 
10.3 

10 
12 
11 
13 

4 
5 

~-7~~-

6 
12 
13 
8 

10 
9 

11 
17 
16 
14 
18 
15 

Total 

902 
67 9 
65.7 
49 .2 
51 7 
52 1 
55.4 
49.1 
45.8 
3 9 .3 

27.9 

37.8 
31.1 
39.0 
19.3 
22 .8 

9 
10 

12 
13 

10 
8 

12 
11 
13 
16 
14 
17 
15 
18 



high school extracurricular activities, although 
l'vlissouri freshmen were more likely to have 
been president of a student organization, tohave 
done well in a state music contest, to huve had 
a major part in a play, and to have lettered 
in a va rsity sport. Scholast ic I-I onor Society and 
National Merit recognition were about the same 
for both groups, however. 

Cirls in both th e Columbia campus and nation­
al groups li ~ted thei r probable career occupa­
tions as (I) seconda ry ed ucation; (2) e lemen­
tary school teacher; 1:l nd (3) a rti st (including 
performer). Both g roups of boys listed engineer 
as their first choice of Occup1:ltion and business­
man, second. Missouri freshmen p laced luwthird, 
while nationwide the third choice was either an 
M.D. or D.D.S. 

Almost ha lf of both groups carne from the 
city or one of its sub urbs, but Missouri had 
more freshmen from farms than the National 
average, 14 pel' cent to 8. Nationwide, univer­
sity freshmen we re reported to be 3.2 pel' cent 
Negro; on the Columbia campus, this pe rcentage 
was 1.7. 

Their activities during their senior year in 
high school he ld few s urpri ses. Most took purt 
in student elections; most attended some kind 
of religious services; mos t had some form of vo­
cational counseling. Aboutha lfchecked out books 
frequently from the library, occas iona ll y came in 
late for class, helped another student in hi s 
school work, arranged a date for a friend, played 
chess (a little surprising), and discussed sports. 
Few cut class, or, on the other hand, did any 
extra reading for a class. About one out of 10 
smoked regularly. More (41.2 per cent) had an 
occas ional beer. Only 4 pel' cent reported taking 
sleeping pUIs. 

Compared to the national survey, freshmen 
who matriculated to Missouri had much less 
experience with protests. About 1 pe r cent sa id 
they had participated in a demonstration against 
the Vietnam war; 5 per cent of the national 
sample had. Two per cent of t he Mi ssourians 
had demonstrated against racial disc rimination; 
7 per cent of the national sample had. Ten per 
cent had protested against the school admin is­
tration; nationwide, 17 per cent reported such 
activities. 

One of the mo,.;t :;urprising- and disturbing­
survey re:;ults was the incoming freshmen',.; re­
sponse to a questio n concerning talking over 
their futures with their parents. Only 39 pCI' 
cent of 1\1 bsouri fre,.;hmen boys and 53 per cent 
of the gids reported even occasionally di scllssing 
their futures with their parents during the past 
year. Nationally, the results were worse, 32 per 
cent of the boys, 47 per cent of the girls. The 
generation gap may be broader t han many 
persons realize. 

Th e class of '72 seems to be idealistic. As 
was reported ear lier, their most im portant per­
sonal goal wus, "developing a meaningful philoso­
phy of life." 'J'hi .s was followed by "being an 
authority in my field" and "helping others who 
are in difficulty." Girl:; ranked the latter objec­
tive, second; boys, sixth. The th ird most impor· 
tant goal for the boys was "be ing successfu l in 
a business of my own." A complete ranki ng of 
goals appears on the opposite page. 

Youthful idea lism showed up again when the 
freshmen were a:;ked whether or not they agreed 
that, "Heali stically, an individ ual person can 
do littl e to bring about changes in OUl' society." 
Only 28 per cent thought tbe statement wa:; 
accurate, the rest appare ntly feeling that the 
individual st ill could play an important role. 
But, paradoxically, most (57 per cent) agreed 
that the "chief benefit of a college education 
is that it increases one's earn ing power." 

About two-thi rd s believed that " facu lty pro­
motions should be based in part on student 
evaluations," but two·thirds also were in favor 
of faculty approval of student publications. A 
third fel t cigarette advertising should be out­
lawed, and 10 per cent we re in favor of legaliz­
ing marijuana. Only a fourth thought the Univer­
sity had a right to regulate their off-camplll$ 
activities, but more than half believed that 
college officials had been too lax in dealing with 
student protests on ca mpus. 

How did thi s "typical" freshman ha ppen to 
come to the Un iversity of Missouri-Columbia? 
The major influences were his parents or other 
relatives, but the academic reputation of the 
University was almost equally important. The 
influence of Columbia campus alumni ranked far 
down the list. D 
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