
IIUSIDE
3 Calendar

9 Classifiedsi MizzouWeekly
A Crowded Calendar
A semester's worth of campus events 
can be found in Mizzou Weekly's Winter 
Semester Calendar.
Page 3

Patient-Oriented
New MU Health Care 
director is named.
Page 2

Feb. 5, 2004
University of Missouri-Columbia

Team 
Players
Terry and 
Tim are 
Mizzou's 
new mule 
mascot 
team.
Page 11

Welcome to the ‘Snake Room’
REPTILE FRIENDLY
Alizzou’s collection includes 
Missouri’s reptile residents

It would be something of an 
understatement to say that 
Richard Daniel has an 
unusual job. Some people might 

envy his unique work 
environment while others would 
probably turn and run at the 
mere thought of it.

Daniel, an instructional lab 
coordinator, takes care of the 
snakes and other specimens in 
MU’s reptile display on the 
second floor of Stew art Hall. 
Commonly know as the “Snake 
Room,” the display is open to the 
public and showcases native 
Alissouri reptiles.

The salamanders and turtles 
are interesting, and several of 
them are rare or unusual, but it’s 
the snakes that draw the most 
emotional responses from 
visitors.

All of the snakes on display 
are native to some area of 
Missouri. They include four of 
the five venomous species: the 
timber rattler, the massasauga or 
Swamp” rattler, the 
cottonmouth and the ' 
copperhead. The only venomous 
species in Missouri not on 
display is the pygmy rattler.

The snakes range in size from 
small non-venomous milk snakes 
and grass snakes less than 20 
inches long to a 7-foot bull 
snake. Then there’s the ominous 
and brightly colored 6-foot-long 
timber rattler, thicker than 
Arnold Schwartzenegger’s 
forearm. Scientists aptly labeled 
this species Crofalus horridus. 
MU’s reptile collection includes 
an 8-foot boa constrictor, but it 
is not on display.

Daniel cares for the reptiles 
and makes sure they have 
everything they need, including 
water and a clean, safe place to 
live. He came to MU as a 
graduate student in 1981 to study 
tree frogs with biology professor 
Carl Gerhardt, and then went to 
work for the University in 1985. 
Daniel took over the reptile 
display in the mid-90s.

Over the years, he’s learned to 
handle the venomous snakes 
safely when their cages get a 
thorough cleaning each w eek. 
“We don’t handle them any more 
than we have to,” Daniel says.

He feeds his charges at least 
once a week. For some of the 
larger snake species, it’s not 
unusual for them to simply stop 
eating during the winter when 
they normally would be 
hibernating in the wild.

For most of the snakes, 
chowtime is 9:30 each Friday 
morning. It’s a popular attraction 
with visitors. Depending on the 
species, some of the reptiles get 
crickets, others dine on goldfish . 
and some get mice. That last 
menu choice is a hit with the kids 
w ho visit, but it’s not as popular 
with grown-ups.

“Some of them make an 
ordeal about even going in the 
room,” says Daniel. “I have to 
point out that there is a wall 
between them and the snakes.

“This is the closest that most 
people get to seeing these things, 
and it’s an opportunity to show 
them the differences in the 
venomous and non-venomous 
species. Hopefully, the next time 
they see a snake in the wild they 
won’t go nuts.”

Daniel says a core group of 
visitors is there every Friday 
morning for the feeding. The 
display is extremely popular with 
elementary school students and 
sometime as many as four or five 
classes visit the Snake Room in a 
single day.

Where does Daniel get all the 
various specimens? Two alligator 
snapping turtles are on loan from 
the St. Louis Zoo. Some 
specimens are donated by the 
Missouri Conservation

Steve Morse photo
SNAKE WHISPERER Richard Daniel, instructional lab coordinator in 
biological sciences, has the unusual responsibility of caring for Mil's reptile 
collection on the second floor of Stewart Hall. Daniel holds a 7-foot long bull 
snake, one of the native Missouri species on display.

Department, either captured by 
the agency’s employees or 
brought in by the public. Others 
are collected on field trips by 
MU biology’ students.

Has he grown attached to any 
of the snakes in the collection? 
Not really, Daniel says. “There 
are certainly some I like better 
than others.”

UM details issues in merger plan with Northwest
UNCHARTED WATERS
Maryville school would be 
UAl-Northwest’

Merger discussions 
are continuing that 
would make 
Northwest Missouri State 

University in Maryville the fifth 
lam pus of the UM System, 
President Elson Floyd 
announced at the Jan. 29 Board 
)f Curators meeting in 
Columbia.

Curators at that meeting 
oted to approve a 15-point 
^memorandum of 
inderstanding” between the two 
istitutions. “This is a framework 
br many of the issues we are

discussing at this point,” Floyd 
told the curators. “It is a 
framework, a way of proceeding. 
T here are still a number of issues 
we need to resolve.” Northwest 
and UM plan to hold a joint 
board meeting in Maryville later 
this month.

Any merger agreement with 
Northwest will have to be 
approved by the Missouri 
General Assembly and signed by 
the governor. Floyd told curators 
that if the merger is successful, it 
will be the nation’s first between 
two state universities that has 
been achieved voluntarily 
without a government mandate.

“We are indeed in uncharted 
waters. We are feeling our way ih 
that regard,” Floyd said.

Discussions between the two

schools began in April 2003, 
when Floyd and Northwest 
president Dean Hubbard 
discussed the idea of a merger 
followed by joint talks that 
month in Maryville. Floyd later 
announced that merger plans 
were on hold because too little 
time remained in last year’s 
legislative session.

At last week’s board meeting, 
Steve Lehmkuhle, UM vice 
president for academic affairs, 
walked curators through each of 
the 15 points in the 
mefnorandum, calling them “a 
distillation of the important 
issues” that have emerged in 
negotiations with Northwest.

Those issues include:
• At the request of 

Northwest, the UM System

agrees that campus will be 
renamed the University of 
Missouri-Northwest. The UM 
president will appoint a 
chancellor as the chief executive 
and academic officer of the 
Northwest campus who will 
report to the UM president.

• The base state appropriation 
for Northwest in effect at the 
time of the merger will be 
transferred to the UM System 
and in turn will be allocated to 
Northwest. The document says 
that “Realizing that there cannot 
be any guarantees of future 
funding levels, the UM System 
will, however, assure that the 
Northwest campus will nor have 
an arbitrary reduction in funding. 
All reductions in future funding 
levels will be defined and applied

Systemwide according to a model 
that distributes resources 
impartially and equitably” as 
approved by the Board of 
Curators.

• Tuition rates and admission 
standards will be set by the UM 
System, although tuition at 
Northwest will not automatically 
be raised to levels charged at 
other UM campuses. Tuition at 
Northwest now is significantly 
less than at the University of 
Missouri. Lehmkuhle noted that 
UM tuition policy currently 
allows differential fees for 
graduate students in different 
academic programs.

Lehmkuhle said the impact of 
the merger on student 
enrollments at other UM

SEE Curators on Page 11
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Research with a heart
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New MU Health Care director is named

James Ross

���������������	
Ross now leads six-hospital 
health system in North 
Carolina

James H. Ross has been 
hired as the new 
executive director of MU

Health Care. Ross currently 
works as president and chief 
operating officer of University 
Health Systems of Eastern 
Carolina, a health system serving 
29 counties in eastern North 
Carolina. He will begin his new 
duties April 1.

Previously, Ross served as 
executive director of Pitt County 
Hospital and chief operating

Parking & Transportation Services
Turner Avenue Garage 

Level 2 
882-4568

http://mubsweb.missouri.edu/parking ■

The PEDESTRIAN CAMPUS AREA 
is off limits to all motorized 

vehicles between 8:15 am and 3:45 
pm., Monday through Friday when 
classes are in session. Entry by a 
vehicle into the pedestrian area is 

a violation of Columbia City 
Ordinance Section. 14.180.

Questions about access to the .area 
may be directed to University 
- Police at 882-7201.

officer of University Health 
Systems of Eastern Carolina, 
located in Greenville, N.C. From 
1990 to 1996, he was executive 
vice president and chief 
operating officer of Pitt County 
Memorial Hospital.

“I am pleased that Jim Ross 
has agreed to lead MU Health 
Care,” UM System President 
Elson Floyd said. “Jim put 
together a highly regarded 
patient-oriented health system in 
North Carolina. His experience 
leading a multi-campus health 
enterprise will be invaluable in 
achieving our mission to provide 
quality health care services 
efficiendy and effectively.”

University Health Systems of 
Eastern Carolina consists of six
hospitals with a total of 1,132 
beds and $1.2 billion in gross 
revenues. The flagship hospital is 
Pitt County Memorial Hospital, 
a 745-bed academic medical 
center that is affiliated with the 
Brody School of Medicine at 
East Carolina University in 
Greenville. The medical staff of 
550 at Pitt County Hospital is 
half full-time faculty and half 
private-practice physicians.

Floyd said that Ross will play 
an important role in selecting the 
balance of the hospital’s 
leadership team. MU Health 
Care anticipates hiring a chief 
financial officer and a chief 
medical officer by spring.

Ross will oversee the

administration for all clinical 
units owned or operated by MU 
Health Care, including 
University Hospital, Children’s 
Hospital, Columbia Regional 
Hospital, Ellis Fischel Cancer 
Center, Missouri Rehabilitation 
Center, and University 
Physicians. As executive director, 
he also will have responsibility 
for affiliated hospitals which 
include Capitol Region Medical 
Center, Cooper County 
Memorial Hospital and Rusk 
Rehabilitation Center.

Ross earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
from Memphis State.University ■ 
and his master’s in health 
administration from Washington 
University School of Medicine in 
St. Louis. From 1985 to 1990, 
Ross served as senior vice 
president of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Hospital in Houston, Texas. St. 
Luke’s is a private, non-profit 
facility affiliated with Texas 
Heart Institute and a teaching 
hospital for Baylor College of 
Medicine located at the Texas 
Medical Center in Houston.
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