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Gallatin. Daviess County jail, 1887. Eckel and Aldrich and Eckel and
Mann, architects.

The idea for a circular jail was conceived by Jeremy Bentham,
whose famous English panoptican prison was built in 1779.

The idea of iron cells placed in the center of a room is
impossible to trace. However, W. H. Brown of Indianapolis, Indiana
received a patent for a rotary jail in 1881. His idea was that a jail
could be made something like a lazy Susan. The center was
mounted on a rotating plate which formed pie-shaped cells.
These were iron barred and partitioned off with a doorway, but
had no enfrance. Bunks were placed along the partitions, with
heat and ftoilet faciliies in the center. The oufer stationary
iron-gridded cylinder contained a door, which could be opened
only by the jailer. Thus, to get the prisoners in or out, the inner
cylinder was rotated to the position where the cell doorway
matched the oufer enfrance.

The second floor contained fraditional cells for women.

In 1920 Gallatin put in a new sewage system, which caused the
toilet facilities to be changed. The rotary cells remained in
operation until the 1960s, when the inner cage was cut info pieces
and used in the remodeling of the jail. The jail is no longer in use.

Bobbi Jo Diem

[A participant from Saint Joseph called afttention fo a similar jail in
Maryville, Nodaway County, which is sfill in use as a jail. The same
architects built it about the same fime. One other exists in lowa,
fiffy miles north of Gallatin. Only four are known fo have been built
in the United States]
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Liberty. Historic Liberty Jail, 1963.

Joseph Smith, first prophet and president of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, was incarcerated in the stone jail [similar
to the old Phelps County jail, also illustrated in this section] at
Liberty in 1838-1839, along with five other associates, for a period
of several months for crimes which, according fo the church, they
had not committed.

The jail was used until 1856, when it was declared unsafe. In
1900 a house was built on the site and they incorporated sfones
from the jail in construction of the house. The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints purchased the site in 1939, and in 1963,
reconstructed the jail inside this visitor's cenfer.

Amy Ricker
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Kirksville. Built as old post office, about 1902-1903, now used as City
Hall.

It is not exactly known when a post office was established in
Kirksville. But it is known that there was one late in 1842. Historians
know this because prior to that, the Adair County Court asked the
secretary of state to send all mail for the Adair County Court fo the
nearest post office, which was in Bloomington, Macon County.

Jesse Kirk served as the first postmaster of Kirksville, and kept
the post office in his favern.

Until 1905 the post office was kept in a number of rented
buildings. Around 1902 or 1903 Congress appropriated $35,000 for
a new post office. Congressman J. T. Lloyd was largely responsible
for the appropriation. Mr. Lloyd was the representative of the
district of which Adair County was a part. The post office was built
on the corner of Franklin and McPherson. It served as such for
fifty-seven years, until the new post office was operable in 1962.

The old post office now serves as the city hall. It houses the
police department and all other city offices. Previously all these
were kept in the bottom floor of the courthouse. Presently, city hall
is undergoing renovation, and fortunately, they are adapting to the
original architecture.

Doug Shoop

Hannibal. Old Federal Building, 1884-1888. M. E. Bell, architect.

At the fime this building was constructed, it was larger than the
fown needed, but Colonel William Henry Halch was a very
influential congressman at the fime, and he saw fo it that his own
fown got a very fine federal building. It is the second oldest civil
structure still standing in the state of Missouri, second only to the
post office in Saint Louis.

The post office left the building in 1961, and the Navy took it
over as their Naval Reserve Headquarters. They were very good
housekeepers, but did paint a few things that they might not have,
They kept the building in good shape.

The city of Hannibal owns the building now, and it is trying to
obfain a developer to restore it. It is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
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Center. Post Office, located in Brown’s Apartment Building, 1911.

The upper portion of the building featured terra cotta bricks in an
interesting design. Later, the building was remodeled and windows
were bricked in. Today the ground floor houses the post office,
NECAC offices, and a laundromat.,

Cheralinn Cornelius

Rolla. Built as the Rolla post office about 1914, now used as the
library.

About two years ago there was a fire, and Anderson and
Associates were architects of the renovation.

BE060 Post Ofice, Lexingtom,

Lexington. Built as the post office in 1912, now used as the board of
education building.

The Lexington post office is an example of the Beaux Arfs
architecture. This building was purchased by the Lexington school
district and now it is referred to as the Board Building.

Christy Rasa
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Nevada. Built as post office, about 1910, now used as sheriff's office
and jail. James Knox Taylor, supervising architect.

It was because of the phenomenal success of Professor Sidney
Weltmers Institute for Suggestive Therapeutics and the American
School of Magnetic Healing that Nevada got this post office
building. Lefters were coming info Nevada at a rate that required
Professor Weltmer to employ fifty people just to open and sort the
mail,
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