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Previousresearclexaminingthe effectsof changinghe associativestrengthof a contexthasyieldedconflicting results
usingvariousprocedures.Theseexperimentexaminedhe effectof manipulatingcontextassociativestrengthon
conditionedrespondingo a conditionedstimulususinga conditionedasteaversionprocedure.ln Experimentsland3,
subjectsveregivenoneor two flavor-LiCl pairingsin adistinctcontextfollowed by context-USpairings. Ratsthat
receivedcontext-USpairingswerepredictedto showa lower CR to theflavor at testthanratsthatreceivedeither
context-USpairingsin anirrelevantcontextor ratsthatreceivedno context-USpairings. However,no differencewas
observedetweerthesetreatments.Experiment® and4 examinedhe effectsof postconditioningcontext-alone
exposures.Subjectgeceivedcontext-USconditioningtrials aswell asoneor two CS-USpairingsduringinitial
training, followed by context-alonexposures.It waspredictedthatthesecontextexposuresvould increasehe CR at
test. Ratsin theseexperimentalsoshowedno differencesn CR, indicatingthatpostcondtioningontext-alone
exposureglid not affectthe CR to the CSs. Takentogethertheseexperimentshowthataneffectof postconditioning
manipulationof the associativestrengthof a contextis not easilyobtainedusinga CTA procedure.With regardto
previouslypublishedresearclevaluatinghe comparatohypothesisthelack of aneffectof inflation in this setof
experimentsvasanticipated.Previouspilot datacollectedby our laboratory though,suggestedhatit waspossibleto
obtainaneffectof contextinflation in the directionpredictedby the comparatohypothesis.Theabsencef adeflation
effectonthe CRto the CSwassurprising,givenpreviouspublishedresearctby our laboratoryshowingsecond-order
conditioningeffectsproducedy contextdeflation. While boththe comparatohypothesisandsecond-ordeprocesses
areof greatinterestandimportancen classicakonditioning,their relationshipto the modulationof conditioned
respondingisinga CTA procedurainfortunatelyremainsunclear.
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	Body of Abstract: Previous research examining the effects of changing the associative strength of a context has yielded conflicting results using various procedures.  These experiments examined the effect of manipulating context associative strength on conditioned responding to a conditioned stimulus using a conditioned taste aversion procedure.  In Experiments 1and 3, subjects were given one or two flavor-LiCl pairings in a distinct context followed by context-US pairings.  Rats that received context-US pairings were predicted to show a lower CR to the flavor at test than rats that received either context-US pairings in an irrelevant context or rats that received no context-US pairings.  However, no difference was observed between these treatments.  Experiments 2 and 4 examined the effects of postconditioning context-alone exposures.  Subjects received context-US conditioning trials as well as one or two CS-US pairings during initial training, followed by context-alone exposures.  It was predicted that these context exposures would increase the CR at test.  Rats in these experiments also showed no differences in CR, indicating that postcondtioning context-alone exposures did not affect the CR to the CSs.  Taken together, these experiments show that an effect of postconditioning manipulation of the associative strength of a context is not easily obtained using a CTA procedure.  With regard to previously published research evaluating the comparator hypothesis, the lack of an effect of inflation in this set of experiments was anticipated.  Previous pilot data collected by our laboratory, though, suggested that it was possible to obtain an effect of context inflation in the direction predicted by the comparator hypothesis.  The absence of a deflation effect on the CR to the CS was surprising, given previous published research by our laboratory showing second-order conditioning effects produced by context deflation.  While both the comparator hypothesis and second-order processes are of great interest and importance in classical conditioning, their relationship to the modulation of conditioned responding using a CTA procedure unfortunately remains unclear.  
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