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Eat, Think, and Be Wary   –   The Food and Society Series 

About the Series 

The 2010-2011 Food and Society Series consisted of 
speakers, films, a museum “slow art” tour, a library 

exhibit, and a web presence.     	
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The Food and Society Series sought to 1) bring attention to 
the  social  and  artistic  dimensions  of  food;  2)  highlight 
research  from  different  disciplines  that  examine  the 
intersection of food and society; and 3) build and strengthen a 
network  of  MU  faculty,  students,  community  members 
interested in the social and artistic dimensions of food.	


  Over 720 people attended the lectures, 210 people screened 
the films,  and 160 faculty and students  met with the guest 
speakers outside of the lecture.  	


  In addition to lecturing, each speaker attended a class and/or 
hosted brown-bag lunch with key MU academic departments. 	


  Initial  networking  involved  the  Departments  of  English, 
Anthropology,  Biological  Sciences,  History,  Religious 
Studies, Rural Sociology, and Women and Gender Studies.	


Alex Barker (MU Museum of Art &Archeology), Cathy Callaway 
(MUMAA), Kristie Lee (MUMAA),  Marilyn McCleod (Columbia 

Public Library), Arthur Mehrhoff (MUMAA),  Kim Nochi (MUMAA), 	

LuAnne Roth (Department of English) 	


Exhibit at Ellis Library, developed by Kim Nochi,  
Graduate Research Assistant, MUMAA (Fall 2010). 

The “Slow Art Movement” counters the "tourist" method of 
seeing as many art works as possible in a short amount of 
time.  Instead, visitors spend more time with fewer objects, 
in order to engage more deeply with them. The MUMAA 
developed  slow  art  experiences  around  key  artifacts  that 
reveal societal attitudes towards food and its procurement.  
“The Art of Food” blog offers examples. 	


Funding  from Mizzou Advantage 
enabled  us  to  bring  nationally 
known  scholars  to  campus  to 
address topics related to food and 
society,  establish  personal  and 
professional ties to MU faculty and 
students, and develop a network of 
scholars  examining  the  social 
dimensions of food.   	


Psyche Williams-Forson critiquing ethnic 
stereotypes involving fried chicken 

Susan Bordo discussing the media, 
gender, body image  & eating problems 

Wes Jackson urging more sustainable 
agricultural practices Images courtesy of MUMAA. 
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