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ABSTRACT
“Love and Reform” is a chamber operetta composed from a libretto written by the
composer for female narrator, soprano, tenor, bass, and string quintet. The drama is an
Epicurean satire concerning the imagined afterlife of recently deceased Emperor Joseph
IT of Austria (1765-1790). The language of the libretto combines ironically antique
verbiage with a bawdiness characteristic of early French operetta. A pastiche of the light
and pseudo-serious musical idioms, the music of “Love and Reform” avoids stylistic
unity in favor of juxtaposing drastically different musical types for comic effect. To this
end, the string ensemble often mimics other instruments and musical genres. An
arpeggio figure reminiscent of continuo figuration serves as a motto to signify changes in
mood or plot, and likewise, portamento figures evoke the sound of a slide guitar playing
blues music. Frequent internal musical references to previously heard arias and
recitative figures help to create dramatic and musical cohesion, and function like
leitmotifs. The opening motive, constructed from perfect fifths moving in contrary
motion by minor second, becomes symbolic of Joseph’s ‘suffering’. In contrast, a
recurring passage constructed from common practice materials represents Joseph’s
‘idealism’. Jazz rhythms, blues-like harmonies, and linear chromatic writing are all
prominently featured throughout the work. “Love and Reform” ends in a ghostly

quotation of Beethoven’s early memorial cantata “On the Death of Emperor Joseph 1I”.
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ORIGINS OF THE WORK

The initial concept for Love and Reform developed out of my interest in the early Beethoven
cantata On the Death of Emperor Joseph 1, WoO 87, the subject matter and performance history of
which share humorous parallels.

At the age of twenty, Beethoven received his first large commission from the Bonn ‘reading
society’ to compose a memorial cantata on texts celebrating the life of the recently deceased emperor,
Joseph II.  Although Beethoven completed the work within a month, the grand orchestral writing proved
too difficult for the reading society to perform. Consequently, the work was entirely forgotten until
Edward Hanslick, the Viennese music critic, purchased the score at auction. Under the direction of
Brahms, the cantata was premiered in 1884, nearly a hundred years later.

I suppose what first amused me was the situational irony of a ‘memorial’ work not being
performed, and even worse, lost to history; however, considering the cause for the aborted performance,
namely Beethoven’s unbridled musical ambition, in context with the biography of Joseph II, suggested
deeper correspondences between the fate of the music and the fate of the emperor.

Joseph II ruled the large and diverse Austrian-Hungarian empire from 1780 until his death in
1791. Under the auspices of enlightened despotism, Joseph inaugurated a program of sweeping reforms,
effectively centralizing and unifying the power of the state under the monarchy in Vienna by
systematically rescinding the traditional privileges of the Catholic Church and the regional nobility.

A short list of Joseph’s major reforms would include: closing 71 contemplative monasteries,
restructuring the church hierarchy, extending religious toleration to protestants and Jews, relaxing
censorship, establishing freedom of the press, abolishing serfdom, mandating primary education,
unifying criminal codes and the court system, banning torture and execution, reforming tax codes,
and establishing German as the official language of the empire.

In all, Joseph enacted over 5,000 reforms, many as trivial as the banning of incontinence inducing

gingerbread and the decree that singers should perform only one encore per evening to prevent
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inordinately long opera performances. A personality that contemporaries describe as austere and
affectedly simple in manners, did little to help Joseph assuage those powers whom his reforms had
profoundly offended, and toward the end of his reign, even the common people who had once
viewed Joseph as a hero, came to resent the petty interferences of the emperor in their daily affairs.
As Joseph fell terminally ill, his ministers increasingly failed to carry out his orders, and even his
brother and successor, Leopold 11, declined to visit his bedside in Vienna to avoid any future
political liability from associating with Joseph and his unpopular reforms. Joseph finally died
alone, completely dejected, knowing that his ambitious program of reforms would die with him.
However forward thinking, the legacy of Joseph II is equivocal as his self-authored epitaph

implies, Here lies Joseph, who failed at all he undertook.
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CHARACTERS

Mnemosyne (Female Actor) Goddess of Memory

Kaia (Soprano) Mother of the Earth

Lucifer (Tenor) Principle Divinity
of Hades

Joseph II (Baritone) Recently Deceased

Emperor of the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire

INSTRUMENTATION

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Bass

STAGING AND COSTUME REQUIREMENTS

Love and Reform requires almost nothing in terms of props, lighting,
costumes, etc. — a group really could faithfully perform the work in a room.
So said, the libretto easily accommodates quite elaborate production if
desired. I have no preference either way, only that the characters are
costumed in some differentiating way to reflect their divergent roles in the
drama. As a suggestion, Joseph could be costumed according to his official
portrait or some other period garb, but generally disheveled. Lucifer could
be costumed unassumingly, perhaps a casual suit, he might wear a hat,
depending. Kaia can wear almost anything as long as she looks fashionable
and smart.. Mnemosyne should look like a classical goddess.
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Setting:
Hades, 1791; on Earth, the present.

Joseph and Lucifer lounge by the banks of the river Lethe. Joseph reclines on a chaise
agitatedly reading a newspaper. Lucifer sits at a small table disinterestedly playing a
game of solitaire. Both are drinking cognac, the effects of which Joseph more readily
evidences as Lucifer’s divine constitution is immune to ordinary modes of intoxication.
Mnemosyne addresses the audience directly with mock officiousness. Joseph and
Lucifer are unaware of her presence.

No. 1: Prologue
Mnemosyne:

Abandon all hope, ye who enter here! Not you, but Joseph, the second, recently
deceased emperor of the Austrian Hungarian Empire. 1741-1790, I perfectly recall, for I
am Mnemosyne, the Goddess of Memory.

(Gesturing to Joseph)

Behold, the great ‘enlightened’ monarch; passionate reformer and celebrated rationalist,
dead now for one year, and still Joseph mourns the loss of life. Alas, there is much to
mourn! No other ruler had attempted to change the world so boldly, so swiftly. Upon
his ascension to the throne, Joseph enacted over five-thousand reforms! By abolishing
serfdom, banning torture and execution, establishing a state hospital, extending religious
toleration, ending censorship, mandating primary education, equalizing tax codes, and
establishing German as the official language of the empire, Joseph dreamed he would
usher a new age of enlightenment to mankind ... science and art, beauty and truth ... to
illuminate a dark world; however, Joseph’s inspiration was greater than his political skill,
and his austere manner and affectedly simple manners did little to help assuage those
powers whom his reforms had profoundly offended. As Joseph fell ill, his ministers
increasingly failed to carry out his orders, and even his brother and successor, Leopold,
refused to visit his bedside. One winter morning, as the cold sunshine blindingly fell
through his bedroom windows, Joseph weakly opened his eyes to glimpse a familiar
woman drawing the curtains closed. In the dark of his room, Joseph died alone, knowing
his ambitious program of reforms would follow him down to Hades ...

... Where here, by the waters of the river Lethe, Joseph languishes in memory, unable to
reconcile the allure of his inspiration and the reality of his failure, resisting that cool
forgetfulness of death; earnestly reading stacks of newspapers as though he could again
play a living part, emptying bottles of cognac as though the sum of his headaches could
ransom back his life ... and all the while, he dreams ...



... how his ministers had once encircled the imperial desk, eagerly noting the audacious
proclamations of their sovereign ...

“The prohibition of books is more to be feared than bad publications.”

“Well put, Majesty, quite right! No doubt, this new abolition of censorship will
liberate the brightest minds to better serve their emperor and his reforms.”

At first, Joseph had found the notion of free-speech strange, and had wondered to
himself, “If one could say anything, what would one say?” though later, the idea would
seem perfectly natural, as if he had always held the opinion. Much of Joseph’s radical
thinking followed a similar pattern, and until his death, he had assumed all brilliant
people must have comparable experiences. Such is the clouded way divine revelation
must appear to imperfect mortal sense, as did the oracles of Kaia, who whispered to
Joseph before intimate encounters, a script for the very future.

Ah Kaia, beautiful Goddess of the Earth, once disguised as a revolutionary you appeared
to Joseph, inspiring his imagination to perform the works of a great ruler, but human
hours are fleeting, and you could not follow Joseph to Hades, for you too are a reformer.
Ever-reaching to catch your child, the fallen condition for which you feel responsibility
and compulsion to amend, you correct the Earth as a young mother, seeking in vain to
finally balance the equations of reality with a some new life-form, impacting comet, or
divine idea; but the Earth, like you, will not yield. Therefore, to life, you give your
fidelity; to lives, your love, but can mere mortals endure such infinite grace?

Observe the fate your affections; how the once proud vessels of your art lay cracked on
the floor of Hades! See Hammurabi scrawl nonsense in the dust and Akhenaten cower in
the shadows. Hear Alexander command his echo to wage war against the silence, and
Joseph, feel him whine ... endlessly, drunkenly, pathetically whine, whine, whine ...
wondering how he could have failed at all he undertook, and whether you, his beloved
Kaia, will ever return. Can mere divinities endure such infinite disgrace?

Ah Lucifer, (like Joseph, also a bad Catholic), charged by THE EMPEROR with the
Sisyphean task of counseling these poor souls as punishment for having seduced Kaia
from her singular chastity to unwittingly bear the Earth, how charmingly you endure this
torment! Settled in defeat, your long exile in Hades has emptied your spirit of the
ambition that once emboldened your passion to disastrous action, as now the ordinary
wonder of cards and the darker truth that we drink to more and worry the less satisfies
your attention and douses your thirst. To the deeper mysteries of existence you shrug
your shoulders and pour another round, deal the next hand. Will your wisdom save
Joseph from tyranny of his memory?

To this question, let us note this cosmic unfolding and remember the folly of divinities
and men.
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Reduction

J=120 ] oseph makes a wild motion with hands to emphasize being in Hades.

No. 2: Here! Here lies Joseph ...
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168 Joseph stands and violently shakes the newspaper he had been reading.
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9 2 =120 Exhausted from his tantrum, J oseph collaspes into the chaise.
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24 =84 %] oseph shakes his empty glass. Lucifer rises from the table and carries a bottle of cognac to the chaise.
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A tempo

60 Lucifer drinks the glass of cognac in a single swallow.
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Vin. 1
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5 J =92 Irritated, J ospeh rises from the chaise and waiving the newspaper in the air, makes a grand spectacle.
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* Joseph slaps the newspaper across Lucifer's game of solitare.
Incredulous, Lucifer rather deliberately reaches for a pair of reading

68 J=168 glasses, picks up the paper, and clears his throat before reading the article.
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No. 6: A handsome excercise in ballad ...
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Reduction

No. 8: Kaia's Arrival

Walking along the river bank, Kaia approches the chaise where Joseph wallows in debauchery, silently observing
the spectacle before lighting the first of many cigarettes. Joseph is unaware of her presence; however,
Lucifer has noticed her arrival, and has knowingly taken the liberty of pouring two glasses of cognac, one for Kaia

J =72 and one for Joseph.
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Kaia offers the glass of cognac to Joseph, who looks up in disbelief.
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* Lucifer suddenly and boldly kisses Kaia.
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60

168 Joseph shrieks -- outraged, jealous, confused,

and drunk, draws his ceremonial saber, raises the blade,

and promptly loses consciousness.
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A tempo 4 =72 Lucifer confiscates J oseph's sword and assists him back into the chaise.
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No. 9: Interlude

Mnemosyne:

Poor Joseph! If only he would accept Lucifer’s sage counsel, perhaps he would abandon
this ritual of self-deception ... reading newspapers, drinking cognac, not to solve the
riddle of his undoing, but as penance, however ridiculous, for having failed Kaia, whom
he vainly believes has abandoned him for his failure, and by destroying the offending
self, sustains the hope to reclaim what he has lost. No doubt, now that Kaia has returned,
Joseph wagers he holds a final chance at love and reform, though I fear his odds may fall
as Lucifer and Kaia raise an unpleasant history. No one has yet reformed a lover, let
alone, a Goddess.

Strange, that Kaia would return at all! While the world is still so flawed, when her work
is far from complete, why promenade along the Lethe? She will be where she will be!
Surely, as she loves all of her creations, Kaia also loves Joseph, but to those others, she
did not return. Perhaps in Joseph, Kaia had found a sympathetic spirit, a fellow muse
deserving at least her farewell, and perhaps for all his bluster, a word or two in parting,
would grant Joseph the peace he undoubtedly will seek through riskier means.

Let us listen to the sad story of the birth of world that leads to this sadder game of hearts.
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..=42 The stage goes black. A spotlight shines on Kaia and Lucifer who face the audience like an 'otherworldly' chorus.

No. 10: Before the Creation

They appear godly and strange as the proceed to relate the story of the birth of the universe.
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1. Kaia suddenly flicks away her cigarette locks eyes with Lucifer.
2. The two move close -- a moment of pause before passion ensues.
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Kaia and Lucifer bow.
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Lucifer flirtingly holds his hand and turns his head

in mock anxiety (expecting a pet 'strike'), before Kaia

decisively snuffs her cigarette on his hand.
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Joseph drinks the shots and begins to
sway as Lucifer deals the next hand
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Joseph drinks the shots and begins to
sway as Lucifer deals the next hand.
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* Kaia blows Lucifer a kiss that he returns. Kaia finds Joseph
semiconcious in the chaise. She sits by his bedside, and holds

45 his head in her hands.
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I must leave now ...

No. 16
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Kaia stands, lights the last of her cigarettes and walks to the riverside, filling her glass with water from the river Lethe.
Returning to the chaise, Kaia hands the glass to Joseph, who upon drinking the water, will forget his former life and Kaia.
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No. 17: Epilogue
Mnemosyne:
When all else is ended, memory remains ... the final boundary before the solace of
oblivion. Here, Joseph once lingered, unable to forget his love he became a ghost to
himself, until forgetting his love, he became a memory.
Ah love, that secret, shaping force, how you reform even me! And what is life, but one
long memory distorted by love. Poor Joseph, you could not accept that a happy death

requires only that one choose the most expedient lie.

Though you forget us, forget Lucifer, even your beloved Kaia, while we yet live, we will
not forget you.

Farewell dear Joseph ...

You who fought a monster whose name was fanaticism.
You who failed, at all you undertook.

(addressing the audience)
And you ...

Drink to more and worry the less,
Remember the line, and leave this place blessed.
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