
JOHAN ADEL NILSSON

(Written text provided by William John Krause II and Dennis Lyle Krause). Johan Adel Nilsson 
was born on March 17, 1864, in Värmland, Sweden, and was the son of  Nils Oster and Maria 
Mathilda (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. Johan was one of  seven children born to Nils and 
Maria (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. Johan Adel Nilsson died of  epilepsy on December 6, 
1887. Interment was in Sweden.

ANDREW GUSTAV NELSON

(Written text and photographs provided by William John Krause II and Dennis Lyle Krause). 
Anders Gustav Nilsson (Gus) was born on November 29, 1866, in Värmland, Sweden, and was 
the son of  Nils Oster and Maria Mathilda (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. He was one of  
seven children born Nils and Maria (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. In 1907 Andrew Gustav 
Nelson together with his brother, Axel Nelson, and sister, Anna Katarina Johannesson/Nelson, 
left Minnesota with some of  their neighbors and friends to seek land in McLean County, North 
Dakota. Andrew Gustav Nelson (Gus) homesteaded 160 acres in Section 19 of  Malcolm 
Township in McLean County. Gus is listed as owning this property in both the 1914 and 1937 
plat maps. (p. 43, Standard Atlas of  McLean County North Dakota compiled and published by 
Geo. A. Ogle & Co., Chicago 1914; and p. 34, Atlas - McLean County, North Dakota. The 
Washburn Leader - Publisher. Washburn, North Dakota, 1937). He, together his brother and 
sister, spent the spring, summer, and fall working their homesteads and making improvements. 
Each winter they would go back to their home in Minnesota to work for the winter months. In 
Minnesota Gus worked cutting timber, logging and was involved in cutting ice from Floyd Lake. 
Tons of  ice were cut and shipped to large meat packing plants located in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Gus, together with Axel and Anna, would then return to their homesteads in North Dakota each 
spring. Farming was difficult with everything being done by hand and horse power. They picked 
rocks which continued to rise to the surface, broke sod, planted grain crops, and built fences. 
Trees were also planted. In 1919 Gus decided to rent his land to neighbors in North Dakota and 
returned to farm in Minnesota. Each year he went back to his homestead in Malcolm Township 
to visit family and friends and to check on his farm interests. The majority of  the original 
property (homestead) of  Andrew Gustav Nelson (Gus) was flooded by water when the Garrison 
Dam was built with some of  the property being converted into shelter belts and game land next 
to the Garrison reservoir (Lake Sakakawea). Andrew Gustav Nelson never married. Andrew 
Gustav Nelson died on January 7, 1952, at Anna and John Fransen's residence in Bismarck, North 
Dakota. He is buried at Fairview Cemetery, Bismarck, North Dakota.

A photograph of  Andrew Gustav Nelson 
(Gus). Place and date unknown.
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

The Twelfth Census of  the United States (1900) for Becker County, Minnesota, shows Andrew Gustav Nelson (Gus) as the head 
of  the household and that his brother, Axel Nelson, father, Nils Oster Johannesson, and mother, Maria Mathilda (Setterberg) 
Johannesson, were living with him at this time. (Lines 19, 20, 21, and 22).

Emigrant data for Andrew 
Gustav Nelson (Gus). Becker 
County Historical Society, Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota.
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The Land Patent awarded to Andrew Gustav Nelson on December 10, 1913, signed by United States President, Woodrow 
Wilson. (Courtesy of  Mary Elizabeth (Bain) Fain McCoy).
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Taken from and courtesy of  - McLean County 
Heritage. McLean County, North Dakota. 
McLean County Historical Society, Washburn, 
North Dakota. Printed by Taylor Publishing 
Company, Dallas, Texas. Page 411 (1978).
Note: The text was written for Gustav and Axel 
Nelson by their nieces, Victoria D. Fransen and 
Anne Marie Fransen.

The obituary of  Andrew Gustav Nelson 
published n the Bismarck Tribune, Tuesday, 
January 8, 1952, on page 3.
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AXEL NELSON

(Written text and photographs provided by William John Krause II and Dennis Lyle Krause). Axel 
Nilsson was born on January 21, 1869, in Värmland, Sweden, and was the son of  Nils Oster and 
Maria Mathilda (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. He was one of  seven children born to Nils and 
Maria (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson. In 1907 Axel Nelson together with his brother, Andrew 
Gustav Nelson, and sister, Anna Katarina Johannesson/Nelson, left Minnesota with some of  their 
neighbors and friends to seek land in McLean County, North Dakota. Axel Nelson homesteaded 3 
miles northeast of  Coleharbor, North Dakota, in Victoria Township of  McLean County in Section 
2 (147 N., Range 83 W). (p. 49, Standard Atlas of  McLean County North Dakota compiled and 
published by Geo. A. Ogle & Co., Chicago 1914). He owned 160 acres. He, together his brother and 
sister, spent the spring, summer, and fall working their homesteads and making improvements. Each 
winter they would go back to their home in Minnesota to work for the winter months. In Minnesota 
Axel worked cutting timber, logging and was involved in cutting ice from Floyd Lake. Tons of  ice 
were cut and shipped to large meat packing plants located in St. Paul, Minnesota. Axel, together with 
Gus and Anna, would then return to their homesteads in North Dakota each spring. Farming was 
difficult with everything being done by hand and horse power. They picked rocks which continued 
to rise to the surface, broke sod, planted grain crops, and built fences. Trees were also planted. In 
1910 his mother, Maria Mathilda (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson moved to this homestead to live 
with her son following the death of  husband Nils Johannesson. The 1914 plat map shows that this 
homestead was about one mile from the homestead of  his sister, Anna Katarina (Johannesson/
Nelson) Fransen, and brother-in-law, John Fransen, who farmed a 160 acres in section 10 of  
Victoria Township of  McLean County. In 1919 and following the death of  his mother in 1914, Axel 
decided to rent his land to neighbors in North Dakota and returned to farm in Minnesota. Each 
year he went back to his homestead near Coleharbor to visit family and friends and to check on his 
farm interests. The 1937 plat map shows Anna Katarina (Johannesson/Nelson) Fransen as the 
proprietor of  both of  these properties. The majority of  the original property (homestead) of  Axel 
Nelson was flooded by water when the Garrison Dam was built with some of  the property being 
converted into shelter belts and game land next to the Garrison reservoir (Lake Sakakawea). Axel 
Nelson never married. Axel Nelson died on ?????  in 1925, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

A photograph of  Axel Nelson. Place 
and date unknown.
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

The Thirteenth Census of  the United States (1910) for McLean County, North Dakota, shows Axel Nelson as the head of  
the household and that his mother, Maria Mathilda (Setterberg) Johannesson/Nelson, was living with him at this time. (Lines 
60 and 61). Note that lines 57, 58 and 59 list their neighbors: John Fransen (brother-in-law), Anna Katarina (Johannesson/
Nelson) Fransen  (sister), and Victoria D. Fransen (niece). 

Emigrant data for Axel Nelson. Becker County 
Historical Society, Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.
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The Land Patent awarded to Axel Nelson on October 25, 1913, signed by United States President, Woodrow Wilson. 
(Courtesy of  Mary Elizabeth (Bain) Fain McCoy).
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