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ABSTRACT 

Online learning is an important and rapidly growing area, and asynchronous 

discussions are a vital component of online courses. This doctoral study examined the 

influence of discussion moderator messages, specifically messages with direct instruction 

content, had on those discussions. This study obtained data from content analysis of 

course discussions. The subjects for this study were the instructor and all 15 students 

enrolled in a fully-online graduate course at a large, public university medical center. The 

study found that the direct instruction content of an instructor message influenced 

students replying to that instructor message as well as students reading other student 

replies to that instructor message. The current study found that the direct instruction 

content of the instructor message may also influence students reading an instructor 

message and students responding to other replies to that instructor message. Instructors 

can use these findings to more effectively moderate their online discussions. 

 

 


