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Chapter I.
MISSIONARY RELIGIONS

This thesis assumes that missionaries are a civilizing
force. Their work is frequently initial and fundamental in civil-
izing savage :and: barbarous peoples. But what is meant by civil-
ization? The significance usually attached to it is a material
one. It suggests modern improvements and conveniences: steamships,
‘railroads, streetcars, immense buildings and populous cities. But
the missionary, whatever the faith he represents, is not interested
primarily in this sort of civi}ization. To him civilization means
morality, spiritual culture, a conformity in habits and ideals to
‘the ﬁighest types of humanity with which he is himself acquainted.
He goes forth and labors to bring savage and barbarous peoples:
up to this high ideal.

Not every religion sends out propagandists to peoplesout-
side the race or nation in which it is indigenous. The religion

of ancient Egypt was confined to the valley of the Nile; Greece
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and Rome sent out no missionaries; Confucianism never attempted
to make converts outside of China; Brahmanism is limited to Indiaj
Zoroastrianism gained no adherents outside of Persia; and Judiaism
is strictly ethnic..f Only three great religions have had an
ambition to civilize the world and have sent out missionaries for
this purpose. The first of these in point of time is Buddhism, which
ardpse in India in the sixth centuryB.C.; the second is Christianity
by the origin of which we date our modern era; and the last is
Mohammedanism which arose in Arabia in the seventh century A.D.
Christianity being the most active in missionary enterprises at
the present time, will be reserved in this discussion till the last.
Many volumes have been written upon the comparative merits
of these great religions as civilizing forces, but this thesis
deals only with the methods by which they were propacated among
savage and barbarous peoples and the civilizing effects of the
methods. The doctrines will be dealt with only incidentally when

necessary for explanation of the methods.

Chapter II.
THE METHODS OF BUDDHIST MISSIONARIES

Gautama Buddha, the founder of¥Buddhiem provided for
missionary activity by establishing an order of preaching monks.
He gathered about him sixty chosen disciples whom he instructed for
five months in his philosophy of 1life, and then sent them forth
to proclaim the way to others. It was by the expansion of this

# Clarke, James Freeman, Ten Great Religions p. 153
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Order that the dominion of Buddhism expanded. The two great objects
of this society were mutual help in the religious life and the
preaching of the doctrine. The one who joined this Order forsook
éverything in the world which seems attractive to the average man.
All personal property, all family ties, all ambition for worldly
pleasurés and honors must be given up; he must live by begging.

He must be in strict subjection to rules in which every detail

of his food, his clothing, his residence, and his daily walk and
conversation were laid down. " He made no vows to human authority
but was under rigid laws. He went forth to preach, clad in a robe
of yellow rags, barefooted, head shaved, with wooden bowl in hand
to receive the rice he begged.

Every missionary went alone. He preached to all who would
hear, of every caste and condition of 1life. He spoke to the
people in their own dialect, and enforced his words by using
dialogs, parables, and frequent repetitions. He knew his subject
and adapted his material to his audience.

The spirit of these missionaries in patience and magnan-
imity is unsurpassed in all history. The following story illus-
trates both the spirit and methods of one of these apostles of
Buddha.

"A rich merchant of the name Purna being converted resolved
to forsgke all and go to a neighboring savage tribe in order to
win them to Buddhism. Gautama apparently tried to dissuade him, -

# Menzies, Allen, History of Religion p. 375
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"The men of Sronaparanta, where you wish to fix your
residence", he said, " are violent, cruel, passionate, fierce,
and insolent. When these men address you in wicked, brutal, gross
and insolent language, when they storm at you and abuse you, what
will you do, ‘O, Purna?"

"When they address me in wicked and insolent language and
abuse me", replied Purna, "this is what I will think. These men
of Sronaparanta are certainly good and gentle men, who do not
strike me either with their hands or with stone".

"But, if they strike you, what will you think?"

" I will think them good and gentle, because they do not
completely deprive me of life".

"But, if they do deprive you of life, what then?"

"I will think the men of Sronaparanta good and gentle, for
delivering me with so little pain from this body full of vileness".
"It is well, Purna", said Buddha; "with your perfect

patience you may dwell among the Sronaparantakas. Go thou, O
Purna, thyself delivered, deliver others; thyself arrived on the
other shore help others thither; thyself comforted, comfort others;
having attained cbmplete Nirvana, guide others to it". ¥

Purna went on this mission and succeeded. Thousands of
others went forth in the same spirit. Their sympathy and compassion
was universal. These missionaries were tolerant, and in a way

compromising. The 1dolaters to whom they preached might accept

# Grant, Principal G.M. The Religions of the World p. 118
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Buddhism and still believe in their idols and worship them if they
wished, tho to do so was inconsistent with the missionaries'
teaching. Any wise man whom the people revered, such as Lao-Tse,
or Confucius, was willingly conceded by the missionaries to be
another Buddha, another "Enlightened One". Thus they showed their
respect for the religion which the people already held and merely
supplemented it by their!own, or uéed it as a foundation upon which
to build the doctrine of Buddha. They did not make too great
demands of thelr new converts and manifested peace, good will, and
brotherhood of all.

As Gautama Buddha had been a prince, his disciples had
precedent for appealing to royalty, and frequently kings and princes
responded to their appeal by accepting the faith and assisting
in its promulgation. This they did, not by war or harsh measures,
but by precept, example, and decrees favorable to the establishment
of Buddhist morality. King Asoka, the Constantine of Buddhism
in India, sent his own son and daughter as missionaries to Ceylon.
In China, after the faith had spread somewhat, the emperor had a
vision bidding him to send to India for the sacred books and author-
ized teachers of Buddhism, in order that he might introduce it
publicly into his kingdom. He was not disobedient to the vision
_and henceforth Buddhism becaﬂg the popular faith in China. ¥ One
of the Chinese princes became so devoted to it, that he retired to
a monastery. Being persuaded to resume his crown he employed his

time in teaching Buddhist doctrines to his courtiers. From China

# Williams, S.W. History of China p. 29
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Buddhism extended westward into Tibet and eastward into Japan
being welcomed at first by the ruling classes in both these
countries. Thus kings and princes became the allies of the Buddhist
gissionary.

| Yet Buddhism was never propagated by force, even when
militant emperors supported it. Only one religious wair has marred
its peaceful record in twenty-three centuries, and that was not in
the interests of missions. No inquisition or persecution has
darkened Buddhist history. Its conflicts have been reason with
reason. It has combined the zeal which converted empires with a
toleration almost inexplicable. *

In all the lands to which Buddhism was carried, the sacred
writings supposed to be a record of Buddha's own words, were
translated into the language of the people. The monasteries became
centres of education and enlightenment.

Of the active transformations that occurred in these
countries when Buddhism began to prevail, not much has been recorded,
but in many of them, "civilization entered and history began with
Buddhism" . # A feﬁ details are given concerning Tibet before and
after conversion to Buddhism.

Gross péganiam and idolatry had rested like darkness upon
Tibet. The people were ignorant, filthy, and uncultivated; and‘
their native religion consisted chiefly of magic based on a kind of
Shammanism. The chief function of the Shammans, or wizard priests,

# Clarke, Jas. Freeman, Ten Great Religions p. 157
# Encyclopedia of Missions
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was to exercise demons or propitiate them by sacrifices and
various magical practices. People and priests alike feared and
worshipped the Devil. Violence, cruelty, injustice, and sexual
immorality prevailed. To these degraded people came the Buddhist
monks, teaching lessons of compassion, manifesting their own
belief that evil is rewarded by suffering and good is rewarded by
peace. They éstablished monasteries and translated holy books
into the language of Tibet. After one terrible persecution, the
people accepted their teachings and rejoiced td be emancipated
from demon gods and villainous priests. Violgnce and cruelty
ceased, and woman came to be esteemed more highly. &%en regarded
each other as equals and brothers and an age of peace aml enlighten-
ment began, The Buddhist Crder in Tibet gained so much wealth
and influence that it absorbed the secular power and took the
government into its own hands. This is the only country in which
the order has become hierarchical in its organization. ¥

The characteristic methods of Buddhists missionaries may
be briefly restated as follows: - the establishment of an order
of.mendicant, preaching monks; the peaceable expansion of the arder
thru preaching to all classes in many lands; the translation of,
Buddhist Scriptures; and the winning of political favor. It
remains for these methods and their effects to be discussed from
the point of view of Soc¢iology and Pedagogy.

Soclology approves the methods of Buddhist missionaries in

# Enc. of Missions Art. Lamaism.







-8-

that they worked upon society from within rather than by external
force. Even when they had the patronage of kings they did not
attempt to use it to force anyone to accept their creed or observe
their ritual. They directed their efforts to the conversion of
individuals and so leavened the whole of society without legal
enactments or military force.

They were peaceable. They instituted no inquisition, or
persecution. They deprecated war between nations and parties. They
did not intrigue in the affairs of governments. They inculcated
generosity, charity, tolepance, love, self—sacrifice, and benevo-
lence even toward animals. ¥

' There is one serious criticism upon their methods from
a sociological point of view, and it applies both to the content
of their teaching and their method. They extended Buddhism by
the expansion of the Order. But the Order was composed of monks
and nuns, a class who wefe non-productive both economically and
biologically. Udendicancy and celibacy was the ideal state of
life. So long as this class of men and women were busily engaged
in teaching and preaching, they were useful factors in soclety,
even if tley were failures bivlogically. But the time came whan
Buddhism lost its zeal and the monks and nuns lived much in idleée-
ness. Moreover, so many people accepted this monastic ideal of
life that 1n some countries one-third of the total population was
thus drawn away from ail productive enterprises and from all contri-

# Monier Williams, Buddhism p. 551






-9-

%
bution to the continuity of the race. Supposing this one-third

to be the best of the people mentally and morally, the withdrawal
of so many out of every generation from race production, was
sure to result inf racial deterioration. And the withdrawal of so
many from making any contribution to the economic or intellectual
inheritance of the race is a sociological blunder not to be condoned.
Civilization came to a standstill long ago in countries where
Buddhism prevailed.

It is an interesting fact sociologically that Buddhism
has found its home only among Mongolian races. "'It may be
safely asserted that no Aryan race while existing in anything like
purity was ever converted to Buddhism'". : The same assertion may
Be made regarding the reception of it by Semitic peoples. This
may be explained by supposing that Buddhist missionaries did not
have the zeal and perseverance necessary to go' to a race entirely
distinct from their own, and to learn a language utterly dissimilar
to their native speech. It may be that the true explanation is to
be found in the nature of these races. Buddhism may not have
appealed to them when presented. 'But probably the first explana-
tion is correct, for the philosophy of Buddhism is not more
mystical than much that has been current among Semitic and Aryan
peoples; and Semitic Essenes, and Aryan Stoics, and Monks have
gone to far greater extremes of asFeticism than did the Buddhist
monks .

# Grant, G. M. The Religions of the VWorld p. 136

# Ferguson, Tree and Serpent Worship p. 57 quoted in Grant
The Religions of the World p. 128
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From the point of view of Pedagogy, there are mamy things
to be coﬁmended in the methods of Buddhist missionaries and only
two very serious defects. It is commendable the; way these mission-
aries prepared for their teaching. The essential doctrines of
Buddhism are meagre in quantity, but Gautama kept his disciples
in training with him for five months before he sent them out to
teach the way; and the new monk coming into the Order must pass
thru a similar period of preparation. )

It is praiseworthy the way these missionaries got domn
on a common level with the people whom they wished to teach. No
one could be more poorly or humbly clad, or have less of this
world's goods than the teacher who came as a beggar, clad in a
garment made up of faded rags.

These teachers were absolutely impartial in the treatment
of those who received their instruction. They preached both
to slaves and princes. They were patient, resisting evil with
good. They reached a point of contact with their auditors ny
speaking of pain, and sorrow, and disappointment. Everybody
knows something of these. They offered as a reward for accepting
their doctrines, cessation of all pain and suffering. They
encouraged their hegrers to self activity, in a way. They were
to work out pheir own salvation thru good deeds and perfect self-
control. |

But in the significance they attached to those terms, good

deeds and self-control,‘lies one of the great defects in their
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teaching. Scientific pedagogy says that the aim of education

is the harmonious development of all the student's powers in order
to prepare him for complete living. But the effort of these
missionaries was to suppress all desires, except the desire to
escape from the world of desire. They taught that thru desire
comes all grief and pain. All desire for property, for things
beautiful, for things sensuous and connubial, must be suppressed
out of existence, if possible. They would have the mind turn

back upon itself and become lost in contemplation of the unchanging
laws of the universe. But these laws were not to be found by any
process of external observation. They would have the mind
divorced entirely from the outside world beliving that it would
thereby.become self-illuminating. " Such a method of training is
far from a full and harmonious development of the native capacities.
It is the antipodes of a preparation for complete living.

Another defect in their method of teaching was their
toleration of conflicting ideas. The scientific mind camnnot
believe for a moment that two conflicting ideas can both be true.
But these Buddhist teachers were so tolerant as to permit their
converts to hold all sorts of contrary beliefs at the same time.
Their Oriental minds seemed not to realize that there is anyfallacy
or fiction in such a procedure. lany Orientals are adherents of
more than one religion at the same time to-day, but this condition
militates against the preservation of any creed in its purity.

# Grant, G. M. The Religions of the World p. 131
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because of this pectliarity of the Oriental mind, and the unlimited
tolerance of these missionaries, Buddhism became obscured and
largely nullified by mixing with other religions, and by the
many myths and legends which sprang up~in connection with it. The
civilization which it first inspired soon became stagnant. It lost
»its missionary aspirations several centuries ago.

A summary of the criticisms from the sociological point
of view amounts to this, - that the methods of Buddhist missionaries
in working upon society from within thru individuals, and thru
peaceful means were correct, but the regulations of the Order as
to mendicancy and celibacy were a sociological blunder. From the
pedagogical point of view their methods are to be commended in
that the teachers were well prepared, were impartial, and humble
enough to reach a point of contact with the lowest classes. But
the ideal of 1life which they exemplified in their methods was
extremely one-sided, and their toleration of ccnflicting beliefs
compromised and obscured the original Buddhism and rendered it

largely ineffective as a clvilizing force.

Chapter III.

THE METHODS OF MOHAMMEDAN MISSIONARIES.

Mohammed himself prepared the way by example anl precept
for the missionary activities of his followers. He had seen
visions which convinced him beyond a doubt that he was God's

prophet., He first persuaded the members of his own household
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to recognize his prophetic claims; then some of the slaves and
some of the relatives and near friends. Men of Medina came as
p}lgrime to the ancient shrines of Mecca and were converted to
Mohammed . They gave him their pledge, - "to have. no God but
Allah, to withhold their hands from thet which was not their
own, to flee fofnication, not to kill new-born infants, to shun
slander, and to obey God's messenger as far as it was fairly
to be asked".. ¥ Persecution was being waged against the new
sect at Mecca, sé these converts invited Mohammed to Medina,
promising to guard him as they guarded their wives and children.
He, on his parﬁ, promised to consider himself as one of them and
adhere to their society. According to this pact, the new religion
and not blood relationship as formerly in Arabia, was to be the
foundation of all soclal and political relations# It proved to be
effective.

On going to Medina, Mohammed found himself at the head of
a band of submissive warriors. His methods of gaining adherents
wers no longer peaceful, if the sword were needed to succeed. To
the great qualities he had shown as a prophet and religious
teacher, he now added those of the captain and statesman. He
declared the struggle-égainst the infidel and the spread of his

doctrines by fire and sword the sacred duty of all Moslems. ¢

Note how he prepared them for this service, He, who fell

# G, M. Grant, The Great Religions p. 12%
# Same as above o | ¢ Koran pp 25-27, 102
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fighting against the enemies of Mohammed, would pasé free from
all sin and punishment safely into paradise, that abode of the
blessed which he represented to be a place for the gratification
of every sensuous and voluptuous desire.’ Of the booty taken in
battle, four-fifths was to be distributed among the warriors.
Women were to be taken as slaves and the number of slave concubines
allowed was unlimited. " 'Still further to inflame their courage,
he planted in their souls a contempt for death by teaching them
that the duration of 1life as well as the.destiny and end of man-
kind had been fixed beforehand by divine decree, by one unchange-
able fate; if the hour of death had come, none could escape his
destiny; 1f the end of 1life had not iet approached, he might
unhesitatingly venture his utmost'. ' The deserter from a holy
war lost his 1life, both in this world and the world to come. The
religiéus duties of his followefs, other than to wage war, were
few and formal. But there was no recanting. He who ceased
to worship as a Moslem, and did not renew this praétice after
the third admonition, was put to death; and he who blasghemed
against Allah or any of his prophets was put to death. -
The Caliph or Successor of lohammed was elected by the

Moslem community and received the oath of fidelity from every
member. He was hlgh priest, ruler, and judge, and had the power
of life and death over every subordinate officer and every member
of the community. ‘

#H., S. Williams, The Historian's Hist. of the World p. 112 f.

S Mo Zwemer, Religidhs of Missgion Flelds,” p.
Koran p« 291 . = New. Enc. nternat Art. "Mohammedanisq
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But according to koslem belief his subjects owed him obedience
only so long as he should maintain the principles of religion,
administer justice scrupulously, defend their territory, spend _
the public revenué, accofding to law, and carry on war for the
subjugation of infidels. * Thus, a strongly united organization
was bullt up which combined the obedience of the solider, the
enthusiasm of the patriot, and the zeal of the religious fanatic.
This was the missionary force of Islam« 1in the early history of
its career. This force had a militant way of making converts.
Alien peoples were summoned to accept Islam, pay tribute, or fight.
Those whd chose to accept made a simple profession of faith amd were
thereafter honored as brothers, Those who chose to pay tribute
made themselves subject to Moslem rule. Their lives and property
‘weré protected and rgligious toleration was granted, provided the
native religion was ﬁot grossly idolatrous or immoral. But
Arabic customs were introdﬁced as much as possiblé. A poll tax
arid land tax were levied, but the poll tax was remitted and the
land tax lightened for everyone who became a M.ohammedan. Civil
offices were given only to Mohammedans. The privilege of engaging
in holy wars and sharing the booty and receiving a pension were
also incentives held out to the alien to get him to accept Iglam.
All such preferences as these hastened the assimilation of an
alien people to Mohammedan customs and Mohammedan religi5n.

Those who chose to fight against the Moslems were giyen

# Enc. Brit. Art. "Mohammedanism", p. 589 ff.






the alternative of Islam or death in case of Moslem victory. Some-
times captive warriors were not killed but enslaved, and freedom
might be had by the acceptance of Mohammedanism. Women and
children were always the chattels of the EBonquerors. The children
were put under Mohammedan instruction and grew up to be Mohammedans.
The ‘women might become wives rather than concubines by accepting
Islam. . |

Converts ﬁade in the wholesale manner of conquest were of
course guarded and trained. 1Idols were destroyed and mosques
erected. Religious duties were enforced with military precision
and time and habit ocompleted the work which the sword had begun.
But the new converts were by no means treated as inferiors. They
were equals and brothers, and intermarriage between them and the
eonquerdng race was one effective method which the latter had~of
cementing the new relationship.

The aliens were civilized by this process of conversion
Just to the extent that their eonquerore were civlilized. They
were united in the worship of .one God; they were forbidden to
drink intoxicants or gamble; a systematic administration of justice
was established; polygamy was restrained 80 tﬁet only four wives
were allowed to one man; monogamy was recommended; divorced women
must be supported for a certain period by their former husbands;
children must be cared for; and a husband's widow could no longer
be treeted as a.part of his heritable chattels. *

# G, M. Grant, The Religions of the World, p. 27 f.
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Conquest was followed by progress. Schools and univer-
sities were established. 'Broadly speaking the Mohammedans
may be said to have been the teachers of barbarous Europe from
the ninth to the thirteenth centuries. Classical literature would
have been irredeemably lost, had it not been for the home it found
in the schools of the "unbelievers" of the "dark ages". Arabic
philosophy, medicine, natural history, geography, history, grammar,
‘rhetoric; schooled by the old Hellenic masters, and the "golden
art of poetry" brought forth an abundant harvest of works, many
of which will live and teach as long as there will be generations
to be taughf'. ¥ This outburst of learning was not done to the
doctrines of Mohammedanism, but to its bringing different civili-
zations together and thereby stimulating thought.

The militant method was applied by the lichammedans in the
extension of their religion thru Arabia, Syria, Persia, India,
Egypt, North Africa, and Spain. But they also carried their
teligion to some countries where it was impossible to back it up
by the sword, or establish a theocratic government. Their methods
in these countries are worthy of notice. China will be taken as
an illustration.

No warlike demonstrations were made against China. The
Caliphs established friendly relations with the emperors and there-
upon Mbslem traders entered China and quietly recommended their

doctrine. In 742, the first mosque was built at Shen-si, the

# Enc. New International, Art. Mohammedanism
£
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capitol city of Northern China. In 758, 4000 Aradb soldiers

were sent by the Caliph to aid the emperor in crushing a rebellion.
These remained in China and intermarried with the natives. Moslems
also settled in other cities and took native wives, yet keeping
separate from the surrounding heathenism. The communities which
they thus established became centres for the spread of Islam
thruout the-empire.

In 1790, tﬁe Mohammedane are said to have bought ten-
thousand children during a famine and had them brought up as
Moslems. : Their means of educating such children as these, were
Moslem schools and adoption into Moslem families. The Chinese
Mohammedans made some concessions in order not to offend their
fellow countrymen. of other faiths. 'They separate their
religion entirely from their political allegliance and conform
to almost all the Chinese customs, éven to giving them forms of
idolatrous ritual'. In fact, they have conformed so much in
China that they are not very aggressive. e "

In several countries besides China, Mohammedan missionaries
are spreading their faith at the present time, but thelir most
important mission fields are India, the East Indian Islands, and
Africa, Their methods 1ﬁ these fields include all that they
employ anywhere.

Their work in India began ten centuries ago with -‘"the

# The New International Enc. Art. Mohammedanism.

# W. B. Walshe, The Mohammedan World of To-Day p. 262
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Proselyting Sword" and discrimination in privileges and offices
in favor of those who accepted Islarm. The new converts were
immediately placed under the instruétion of someone who as Mullah,
or teacher, imparted a knowledge of the essential doctrine and
practice of Islam. The Mullahs used every form of influence to
make converts cf the peopls. Mohammedan traders and travellers
also zealously spread the faith. Thus the work of proselyting
continued after the sword had been sheathed and thus it continues
in Northern India to-day. kany converts are made from the low
Hindp castes, because in lMohammedanism there are no caste distinc-
tions; all are of one proud circle and all outside the Moharmedan
fold are as dirt beneath their feet. ¥

'Another instrumentality for the propagation of Mohammedan-
ism was the loslem dervish, who consecrated himself tovthe one
purpose of teaching and preaching lslam. By their tact and
intelligence, the dervishes were not only the teachers of others
who were to become kMullahs, but by their austerities, they drew
many ascetic idolaters to them and persuaded them to accept
Islam as their religion. Through their influencé the Moslem
faith has maintained itself even when Moélem political power gave
way to Hindu rule. This same influence to some extent éccounts
for the propagation of the faith in India to-day.

A more powerful agency is the Moslem Assoéiation for the
. defense and propagation of lslam. This society establishes schools

# Rev, E, li. Wherry, The Moslem: World of To-day p. 155
# Rev. E. M., Wherry, The koslem World of To-day p. 156
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and colleges, publishes a considerable literature, and mupports

a band of preachers, - in short; it is a missionary society,
equipped to some extent after the pattern of Christian lissionary
societies. Its greatest work, however, is antagonizing the
Christianization of Moslems.

In the two centuries preceding the rule of the British
in India, education was limited to the scrools of a very few
centres and the teaching of the Mullas. The range of instruction
given was that of reading and writing in the Arabic character,
with a knowledge of Persian necessary to public effice. In the
three higher schools, the course comprised the seven sciences, -
Language, Loglic, Mathematics, Rhetoric, Jurisprudence, Theology
and Exegesis. Most of these had relation to the propagation of
Islam. Secular knowledge, especially of science, has always
been regarded by odrthodox Mohammedans as dangerous to the faith,
and for this reason has been discouraged. " The ignorance of
the Mullas before the British rule.was established led to extreme
narrowness of thought, and intense bigotry among the people.
Since Christian missionaries and the British government have
established schools in India, the Mohammedans have seen, in a
measure, their own educational shortcomings and have attempted
to modernize their educational institutions and at the same time
keep them strictly Mohammedan in spirit. By this means they

# Rev. E. M. Wherry, The Mohammedan World of To-day p. 158
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*
retain their influence in the community.

In Southern India along the west coast there is a proud,
fierce, and bigoted race of lochammedans who have ways of
proeelyting quite in keeping with the military spirit of their
ancestors+. They cause so much terrorism among their wealthier
Hindu neighbors that the latter find adhesion to Islam the safest
course to avoid molestation. Another means of proselyting they
use, which Hindus say has been used all over India, is to break
the caste of Hindus; either by compelling them to eat or drink
from the Moslems, or by the rougher way of.spitting down their
throats! In either case the victim finds himself an outcast
from his compatriots, and as life undef such conditions is
intolerable, he chooses the lesser of two evils and casts his
lot with the Moslems. ”

In the East Indian lslands Islam is very favorably circum-
stanced for the work of proselyting. They have no concern,about
sending and supporting missionaries. The Arabs and hadji, or
pilgrims returned from Mecca, come to trade with the islanders
and instruct them at their leisure in the Mohammedan faith. Many
of the natives also make the pilgrimage and return reputed to be
fully initiated into the mysteries of Islam. What they teach is
simply the well known profession of faith, circumcision and the
five duties, of which practically the observance of one is heid
to suffice. On the island of Samatra, Mohammedan teachers of

# Rev. E. M. Wherry, The Mohammedan World of To-day p. 1B9ff

# M, G, Goldsmith, The lMohammedan World of To-day p. 179
¢ De Macedonier, Missionary Review of the World, 1903, p. 68
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magic are much sought after. They maihtain that it is only the
adoption of Islam which has guaranteed the power of their formulas.
Love philtres and amulets to ward off magic may be purchased
from them and for payments from their disciples, they profess
to make them invulnerable, permanently strong and free from the
attacks of spirits. By this method they make the heathen believe
that Islam is truly sent by God.

Another method of winning the natives in Sumatra is to
adapt Mohammedanism to their pagan beliefs. The people have kept
éhe places of pllgrimage they used to visit invthe pagan period,
only bestowing on them Mohammedan names. They continue to worship
the spirits of tﬁeir ancestors and the Mohammedan teachers tell
the people that the spirit of their chief ancestor has already
embraced Islam and is earnestly desiring the day when his descend-
ants and worshippers shall accept the same religion. The first
generation of Sumatran Moslems on entering the Moslem faith take
with them their entire doctrine of spirits and sacrifices, nor
does anybody put a hindrance in their way. The same person who
" acted as medium in connection with the spirits of thé pagan times
now acts in connection with Moslem magicians. The same magical
formulas are used for sickness and demoniacal possession, as
during the pagan worship and on such occasion the lMohammedan
teachers are leaders, for thereby they maintain their influence
over the people. They join in making dreadful noises to drive

the evil spirits away. Considerable indulgence is Bhown also to
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offenses against the ceremonial law.  Truly the Mohammedan

missionaries are all things to all men if by any means they
might win some.

The adoption of Mohammedanism by the people of the East
Indies has brought them into commercial relations with Mohammedan
traders of other lands and caused as many as ten thousand natives
annually to make the pilgrimage to Mecca~ Thus it has brought
the people out of isolation. The Bataks of Sumatra were accustomed
to eat human flesh before their conversion to Mohammedanism, but
the nissionafies forbade it, and to this extent they have elevated
these people. But in other ways they have degraded them. Before
the advent of Islam the social position of woman was high. Divorce
was subject to penalty and extremely difficult. The adulterer was
killed and eaten. But the Mohammedan missionaries taught the
Bataks that a man can divorce his wife when he pleéses and it is
forbidden to take back a woman who has been divorced. The missinﬁ-
aries themselves exemplified this doctrine before the people. Thus
the social position of woman among the Bataks has been distinctly
degraded thru the advent of Mohammedan missionaries.

In Africa, the Mohammedans have been at work for about
thirteen-hundred years. The military methods by'whioh they won
converts there during the early period of their activity have
already been described. Time and again thruout their history
on this continent, chieftains or prophets have used Mohammedanism

# Rev. G. K. Simon, "Islam in Sumatra" The Mohammedan World of
To-day, p. 220

.
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as a means of extending political power. Having converted his
own tribe, the chieftain urges the duty of fighting against the
infidels and by'conquering one tribe after another brings them all
to higself and to Islam, This method is still in vogue whenever
circumstances are favorable. But since European nations have
begun to control affairs in Africa the circumstances are seldom
favorable and the peaceful methods employed there are now to be
considered.

The methods of Mohammedan missionaries in Africa are
éimple and tactful; their propaganda attracts little attention. They
do not go with the ostensible task of making converts, but as
travellers and merchants and while engaged in commercial transactions
implant their faith. They do not seek to impose their religion
upon the natives, but by rousing their curiosity they make an
opprortunity to enlighten them. If any small concessions are
necessary to adapt their new religion to the customs of the
people, these concessions are cheerfully made. Occasionally new
.converts are made by liberating them from the bonds of slavery.
Thus, the founder of tﬂe Senussl order, a sect in Mohammedanism,
once purchased a whole caravan of slaves and had them instructed
individually in the faith of Islam. He then gave them their
freedom and sent them back to their own country. These corwerts
naturally won many to their faith.

Another method which has been used in Africa 1s that

of founding cities and populating tlem with Mohammedan colonists!






-25-

these cities become centers for the propagation of Mohammedanism.
"Moslems, - Arabs or Africans - readily assimilate with pagan
Africans, adopting their kinds of food and mode of living, and
intermarry with them. Islam has been in Africa so long it

M
is native to the continent".

fMuch of the missionary zeal of the Moslems is éenerated
by religious associations or brotherhoods, which aim at the
propagation of Mohammedanism as well as the inward purification of
the religious 1life of the faithful. ' Some of these societies
have schools in many parts of the Soudan for the blacks as well
as the whites. Their influence is felt far and wide. All
Moslems are of course taught Arabic and in all the Hansa States,
in towns and large villages there are a multitude of schools
where the Koran and later the traditions and chief classical
and legendary works of Islém are taught. The first part of the
course is a mere recital of the Suras, or chapters of the Koran,
ahd the learning of the Arabic alphabet. As trading and agri-
culture ohiefly occupy the people, the majority of boys leave
school at the age of fourteen, having received only the first
part of the course. They grow up utterly ignorant and illiterate.
A percentage, however, continue. In the large towns perhaps
three per cent or a little more continue their studies and really
become Arabic students, reading any Arabic writings with ease, -
Arts, building, literature, culture and crafts are, generally

# Daybreak in the Dark Continent, p. 112

# Vohammedanism in The 19th Century, N. Am. Rev. vol. 176,p.760
¢ Rev. L. Grant, Nissionary Review of the World, 1890, p.758
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speaking, neglected.

The Mohammedan University at Cairo draws students from

all over the Mohammedan world. Its annuai enrollment is from

ten-thousand to fourteen thousand. The students are taught
grammar, rhetoric, and logic in the Arabic language. They are
taught also to give explanations of the Koran, of Mohammedan
traditions and jurisprudence. The courses offered in science
belong to the Middle Ages. The Copernican theory is rejected

as an innovation. There is an atmosphere of intolerance.
Prayers are offered every Friday against Christianity. Everything
possible is done to keep the students in the narrow way of
Orthodox Mohammedanism. The young men educated here go but as
teachers of the Koran, or as Mohanmédan priests and judges. The
university is a great training school for the advocates and
ambassadors of Mohammedanism.

A survey of the methods of Mohammedan missionaries in
civilizing barbarous and savage peoples is now completed. It
remains to review these methods from the point of view of Sociology
and Pedagogy.

At the beginning of Mohammed's military career, when his
cause began to reach beyond the borders of 515 own city, he made
religion rathér than kinship the foundation of all social and
political relationships. "He made it a duty for Moslems to betray
and kill thbir own brothers when they were infidels; and he was

® Dr. W. R. Miller, The Mohammedan World of To-day p. 47 f

=Re¥. Wm. Harvey, Mohammedan VWork in Egypt. Report of Fourth :
International Convention, Student Volunteers on Foreign Missiona!

. 465
é)Daybreak in the Dark Continent, p.113. Rev. Wm. Harvey,
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"Mohammedan Work in Egypt". Report of 4th Internat'l Convention
Student Volunteers. 1902 p. 465

obeyed in more cases than one". ) This doctrine is very
unwholesome from a sociological point of view, and the methods
which correspond to it are pernicious. The family 1s the natural
unit of society and the foundation of all other social relation-
ships. It is this by virtue of biological evolution. Whatever
attempts to make some stronger bond, and substitutes it for the
family tie,is working contrary to nature. Other relationships
‘may be stronger, temporarily, yet the family relationship should
remain sacred and fundamental.

The Mohammedan plan of civilizing by compﬁlsion is
sociologically reprehensible. Genuine permanent social improvement
must come from within. Mohammedanism would in the first instance
impose it from without. It secures zeal and constancy on the
part of its followers by killing those who desist from a "holy"
war, and those who apostatize. It makes them all slaves to their
creed and their system. In this manner, it destroys freedom of
thought and action and makes all progress heterodox., This
method of suppression combines well with the Moslem doctrine of
fate which is also used to inspire its missionaries. "Hope
perishes under the iron bondage of fatalism; injustice and social
decay are stoically accepted; no man bears the buraen of another". !

It is said that when a Mohammedan sees a man .drowning, he cdlmly

# J. F, Clarke, The Great Religions, p. 475
# Religions of Missionary Fields, p. 245
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says, "It is the will of Allah", and makes no move to rescue.

The rewards placed before men in order to get them to
accept Mohammedanism willingly were not fitted to bring about a
peaceful or progressive state of society. They appealed to the
lust for plunder, to the warlike spirit, to sensuality. With
war against infidels a sacred duty, and to the victor the spoils,
who would choose to engage in manufacturing or agriculture? With
slavery permitted and many captive slaves, who would exert him-
gelf? With four wives and a number of concubines, why not have
the women do/the work? Offices, pensions, privileges, immunities
from taxation Were‘all given to Mohammedans and to them only.
Pride, brutality, injustice could not help being engendered by
such a regime.

Another sociclogical blunder of which Islar is guilty
in its methods of civilizing is that it leaves half its voctaries,-
the whole feminine half - in almost the same position it found
them, " Islam has never favored the education of women. The
ignorance of the women in many communities at large in the Turkish
empire can with difficulty be matched among African tribes. 4 In
Arabia, the cradle of ‘Islam, the women are élmost wholly uneducated,
and are looked upon as mere animals whose sole purpose in life is
to bear children for their husbands, cook their focd and fear
their frowns. When Christian missionaries first proposed to

# R. Bosworth Smith, "Mohamrmedanism In Africa" liv. Age.176:18ff
# Tenny, Edward Payson, Contrasts in Social Progress, p. 152
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educate Moslem girls in India the Mohammedan fathers looked upon
it as a great Joke and seriously said that it would be Just as

. profitable to educate their donkeys. Considering the multitudi-
nous Impulses for charity, beauty and righteousness that spring
from the educated feminine half of society in the leading nations
of the world, the contrast with Mohammedanism in this respect
reveals a tragic defect in the civilizing methods of Islam.

Mohammedanism has been a fertile source of war thfu all
its history. The Koran sanctions wars against infidels and in
its name many wars have been oarried»on in Africa, for no sincere
purpose to convert the natives, but to make them slaves and to
satisfy the lust for gain.

Yet there are some good things to be sald about the
methods of Islam. Thru its conquests in the Middle Ages it brought
many peoples together each having different arts and socilal
institutions. Mutual investigation and interchange of thought
took plade and improvement and social progress was the result.

A similar coalescing of tribes in Africa under 6ne administration
has promoted law and order. Where Islam has full sway, the
government is a theocratic limited monarchy.‘ The Koran is the
constitution. There is less of foolish capriclousness and abuse
under such a rule than under the arbitrary despotism of an

African chief; justice is administered systematically, war carried

on more humanely; commerce and lndustry 1s better protected.
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Education thru schools and universities is a commendable method
of civilizing a savage or barbarous people, and Mohammedanism
deserves some credit on this ground, the little can be said in
commendation of her educational methods. Some education is much
better than none at all, the least ethnical culture is better:
than cannibalism, and filth, and nakedness. Islam promoted
manufactures and commerce which are educational and cultural to a
large degree. Mohammedan missionaries recognize all converts of
whatever previous condition as their own social equals. As a
result Mohammedan society 1s a unit; there is no caste, the highest
station is a possibility for the humblest member .

On the whole ikohammedan methods are admirably adapted
to the correction of savagery. They bring about self-restraint
and social order to a marked degree among savage peoples. But
the progress they effect seems not to continue beyond a certain
1imit. Their weak points outweigh their excellences.

It has been impossible to consider these methods from the
sociological point of view without in some of the criticisms
reaching common ground with pedagogy. The object of education
is not only individual but social, not merely the instruction of
individuals but the preservation and improvement of the race;
consequently, all that was said in the foregoing discussion in
regard to the failure of Mohammedan missionary me thods to promote
race preservation and improvement, belongs both the field of peda-

gogy and of sociology. & few other criticisms may be made from
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a strictly pedagogical point of view, - some‘ébnmending the
methods of Mohammedan missionaries and some condemning them.

In condemnation, let it be said that the Lkiohammedan
missionaries are well prepared for their work. They bring
enthusiasm with them. The lessons they wish to teach are simple;
‘the essential points to be practiced in the Mohammedan doctrine
are few; hence, every Moslem propagandist speaks as a master of
his subject.

It has been stated that the merchants and travellers who
propagate Islam first arouse the curiosity of those whom they
wish to teach. This puts them in an attitude to appreciate what
is told them., The Mohammedan magicians do likewise, and the
dervishes in India who practice such painful austerities, are
working on this same pedagogical principle. The magicians and
dervishes, however, aim not so much to arouse the people's
curiosfty as to gain their confidence. And ﬁhis, of course, is
necessary for effective teaching; the pupil must believe that
what the teacher says is true. The Mohammedan teacher always
tries to get into sympathetic touch with his pupils. It is
recorded of one very successful propagator of this faith that
when an alien expressed a desire to hear his doctrine, he
immediately embraced him and spoke graciously to him. " Even
when the aliens had to be compelled to submit at the point of the

sword, the teachers who followed up the sword regarded the new

# Wherry, Rev. E. M. Isiam and Christiani 7
e 88-@9 nity, In the Far Rast
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converts as equals, gave them their daughters in marriage,

took wives for themselves from among the new converts, learned
their language, adopted some of their customs, and in every
possible way established a tender and intimate relationship. If
the Mohammedan missionary can do something to win the gratitude
of his pupils, he finds in this an excellent method. A case

in illustration is that of the Mohammedan who purchased a whole
caravan of slaves and having instructed them in the lohammedan
faith set them at liberty and sent them back to their own peopls.
Othér instances may be found in the relief given by Mohammedans
to the famine-stricken.

The teacher of Islam appeals to the strongest biological
instincts. Whenever a Mohammedan power can wield the sword and
cooperate with the missionary, he appeals to the instinct of
self-preservation. The rewards offered to those who hecome
Mohammedans appeal both to the acquisitive and the sexual instincts.
There are none stronger than these three. The method has been
effective toward accomplishing the Moslem ideal. It is according
to the principles of pedagogy to relate what is taught to the
native interests. From the point of view of their own ideal,
this phase of their teaching is pedagogical.

But the lMoslem ideal, and the ideal set by pedagogy differ
greatly as to the limitations which should be put upon the exercise
of these instincts. According to pedagogy religion ought to be
allied with altruism and the inhibition of every‘harmful and
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unsocial impulse, but the missionaries of Mohammed stimulate

the animal nature and provide for its development. The word,
"Islam" means submission, submission to the will of God; but
according'to Mohammedan ideas, God's will places few restrictions
upon man's lower instincts.

The Moslem teacher encourages pride and self-exaltation
on the part of his pupils. The religious teachers of other
systems require that sacrifices be made by their followers in
ackhowledgment of unworthiness and need of forgiveness, but the
orthodox Mohammedan never makes any offering for sin. ¥ He
is self-righteous, proud, and prejudiced against all things not
Mohammedan. This attitude is extremely unfavorable to the
discovery of any new truth, or any defects in educatioﬁ or
character.

An immense pedagogical blunder was the enforced conformity
of allen peoples and their children to the lMohammedan way of
believing. Nothing but orthodox lMohammedan ideas were put
before the learner. There were no alternatives among which he
might choose. His liberty to think differently for himself
must never find expression in word or deed. Apostacy was
punished by death. The mind can be moulded into any way of
thinking by such a method. It 1s training by repression, like
the Chinese train their women's feet. This immutability of

teaching and method accounts for the anachronism of a great
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university in the twentieth century teaching the Ptolemaic
astronomy. Obsolete sciences like this are the only ones
allowed in the Mohammedan University at Cairo. ' Their method
is repressive, and unchangeable, hence, their opposition to the
teaching of modern science and their general lack of progress.

It would seem that the compromises they allow in adapting
their religion to the customs of pagan races, might pave the
way for more advanced ideas; but this is only a temporary
expedient. The Koran is uncreated, unchangeable and infallible;
conformity to it is the ideal which the Mohammedan missionary
always keeps in view. And there is an'institution in the
Mohammedan system which is admirably adapted, from the pedagogical
point of view, for the elimination of these compromises and the
bringing of all the Moslem world into conformity. This is the
pilgrimage to Mecca. Every Moslem who is of age and has the
means 1s expected to make this pilgrimage to the sacred city.
From sixty to ninety thousand gather there annually from all
parts of the lMohammedan world; and all return deeply impressed by
the greatness of lslam and fuli of ehthusiasm for its propagation

Greater esprit de corps and the greater uniformity are the

natural result. Another means of promoting the same spirit in
the new converts is to preach that the Mohammedan Messiah is
soon coming. The mass of Mohammedans sincerely believe that

he really is coming to unite Pan-Islam in a glorious power which

shall conquer the infidel nations of the world and cause the Koran
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to triumph over all.

On the whole, the good things which may be said about
the methods of lohammedan missionaries seem to be outweighed by
the bad ones from both the point of view of sociology and peda-
gogy. Sociology disapproves of making anything but the family
life the basis of social relationships. It disapproves of
compulsory civilizattion, selfish wars, and neglect to educate
women. The good that comes from the mingling of the people of
different races was incidental in the conquests of Mohammedanism.
Their educational efforts are to be commended, but, except among
African savages, the results are disappointing because of the
extremely narrow curriculum. From the pedagogical point of view,
the mustery on the part of Mohammedan missionaries of what they
have to'teach, their tactful and sympathetic attitude toward their
students, and the promction among Mohammedans of the esprit de
corps are worthy of praise. But the proud, narrow, intglerant
spirit- engendered, and the appeal which is made to the lower
impulses are reprehensible. From the point of view of the
nations who write sociology and pedagogy the methods of Mohammedan
miséionaries result at best in a comparatively low state of
civilization and full of enthusiasm for its propagation. Greater

eBprit de corps and greater uniformity are the natural result.

On the whole, the good things which may be said about
the methods of Mohammedan missionaries seem to be outweighed by

the bad ones from both the point of view of sociology and pedagogy.
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In the 1light of modern civilizafion, they are inefficient; they
have not enabled the people lnstructed by them to hold their
place in)the onward march of civilization. The nations who
wfitelaociology and pedagogy pronounce them a failure.

But, to all who take this view of Mohammedanism its
missionaries have a message of warning. The Mahdl, or Mohammedan
Messiah, is yet to come~ Pan-Islam will be united under his -
leadership into a glorlous power; the infidel nations of thg
woriﬁ will be conquered; and the sword of Islam and the Koran will

triumph over all.

Chapter 1IV.
THE METHODS OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES
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The final chapter of this discussion is upon the methods
of Ohriétian missionaries. Christianity is the largest religion
in miesionary activities at the present time. It has mission
stations upon every oohtinent and among every uncivilized people.
The missionary activities of Christianity take their origin
historically in the 1ife of Jeéus of Nazareth, and in the methods
by which he influenced the people of his own time and nation, there
is a foreshadowing of the methods of missionaries to-day. His
method was one of peace and non-resistance. He was familiarly
called Master or Teacher. He instructed orally. He gathered

a band of disoiples about him, a sort of primitive training school
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or teachers' college and after instructing them sent them forth

to instruct others. But he himself also taught people at first
hand, both by discourses to large audiences and by private conver-
sations with single individuals or small groups. He won the

love of the people not only by gracious words but by healing

their diseases, their infirmities, their blindness; by feeding

the hungry, by caressing their children; by showing compassion

to the sorrowful; by opposing slavish customs; and by showing

a saner way., He spoke with confidence as one who was free

from the bondage of tradition and competent to thinlk for‘himself.
He moved about mostly among the middle class of people, méde no
especial efforts to reach men in high positions, nor to work |
among the criminal or degraded classes, but when members of either
extreme approached him, he received them kindly and taught them
impartially. He sought especially those whom he believed would

be receptive to moral instruction, saying, They that are whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick. Yet, he manifested
a world-wide sympathy. He took advantage of the annual feasts

at Jerusalem to reach as many hearers as possible. He spoke

in the language of the people. His illustratiéns and figures

of speech deal with common things, though often in an extraordinary
way. The style of his discourse was narrative, picturesque,
dramatic. He illustrated the truths taught by parables. He
reproved, rebuked, exhorted. He was master of the art of question-

ing and disputation. By these methods he often put his opponents
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to silence and even turned their objections against themselves

or made them the starting point for trenchant criticism or
warning. He appealed not to any love of ease, or love of wealth,
or sensuality. On the contrary, his disciples must enter tn by
the narrow door, must deny themselves and take up the cross

and follow him; the very thought of impurity was equivalent to
uthe deed itself. He said, "He that findeth his life shall lose
it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it". He
céme teaching a new doctrine yet founding it upon the old. 1In
his own words he came not to destroy, but to fulfill. Finally
in vindication of his claim to be the Messiah of the Jews, he
allowed himself to be cruelly mocked and crucified. His immédiate
followers understood his will to be that they should go into all
nations and make disciples.

With the Christ as the starting point, the following
paragraphs will briefly trace the history and development of
Christian missionary methods down to the present time.

The disciples took advantage of the harvest home national
festival of the Jews to launch their new movement. On the fiftieth
day after the crucifixion, devout Hebrews were at Jermsalem from
all parts of the world and on that day these disciples began to
preach the Messiahship and resurrection of Jesus with wonderful
power, those who accepted the testimony of the disciples were

required to repent of their sins, make a profession of their
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faith, and be baptized. For a time those who believed had all
things in common and appointed a committee to see that the

proper distribution of provisions were made. The leaders of the
movement preached fearlessly and on belng arrested by the rulers,
continued to preach in defiance to their cbjections. Persecution
scattered the members of the new brotherhood abroad but they

went everywhere preaching their new faith. Nany of them did
signs and wonders, always accomplishing some benevolent end
thereby, yet with the deeper purpose of convincing the people

tha£ their ﬁeaching was of God. Organized congregations of
worshippers were established at various places. Saul of Tarsus
who had been a leader in the persecution of Christians had a
vdsion resulting in his conversion and became the most aggressive
exponent of the faith in the whole religiocus fraternity. Under
the auépices cf the church at Antiloch, he started out with two
companions to preach the new faith in new fields. He taught, he
worked wdnders, held disputations, organized the corverts he

made, and kept on superintending and instructing them, by personal
visits and by correspondence. Many of the letters of instruction
and torrection and exhortation which he wrote are a part of the
New Testament. He was a missionary who adapted himself to the
needs of the people. He worked at his wcn trade of tent-making
in order not to be dependent; he took up offerings for the famine-
stricken; he demonstrated.his love for the people and his faith

in the message he brought by admonishing everyone night and day
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with tears. He tried to use as a foundation the faith which
they already had. On going to a new city, he would first

preach in the synagogué of the Jews, if there was one, and try

to convince them that Jesus was the ﬁessiah whom their brophets
had foretold; or going to Gentile ideclaters, he expanded their
idea of God to explain his own or contrasted his idea with theirs.
On Mars Hill where deities had become so numerous that it was

a crime to introduce a new one, he found an altar inscribed,

"To. An Unknown God", and this he declared to be the God he knew
and on this basis founded his message. In him are summed up the
missionary methods of the first century after Christ.

In the second century. of the organization of the Church
it took on a more compact form. Schools were re-established
for the instruction of those who desired to enter the church and
also for the training of those who wished to be missionaries.
Advanced Christians were trained to meet the systems of pagan
philosophy. Missionaries were sent as far as India, Siam, and
China. " Every Christian was a missionary. Captives, slaves,
travellers, merchants, soldiers, and the wives‘of savage chieftains
are among the agents of this period. The preacher was not above
his hearer. Slaves were treated as brethren and their masters
constrained to be more humane. Labor was honored. In an age
when manual labor was deemed servile, the Christians emphasized
its nobility and engraved the workman's tools on his tomb. Care

for the poor and sick was conspicucus. Poor Christians fasted

# Mrs. W. W. Scudder, Nineteen Centuries of lMissions.
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in order to feed more destitute brethren; beneficence was emtended
to the heathen. *_ Marriage acquired a new sanctity and the

soclial position of woman was exalted. These were both methods
and effeéts in the civilizing process of early Christianity.

In 312 the emperor, Constantine, became the champion of
Christianity. All persecution ceased. Christianity became
popular. Hitherto, heretics and hypocrites had been carefully
guarded against. The incentives offered had not been such as to
attract any large numbers of this class, But now it became
fashionable to be a Christian after the example of the emperor,
Multitudes united with the Church without any change in moral
character., Constantine himself tolerated the pagan faiths, but
his successors made Christianity the state religion and attempted
to suppress paganism not by conversion but by coercion. They
spoliated its endowments, demolished its temples, interdicted
its rites, destroyed its anti-Christlan literature, ultimately
prohibited even the pagan profession. The leaders of church
uttered .only a wavering protest against such a policy.: The
same policy was carried out to some extent during the Niddle
"Ages by the barbarian rulers who accepted Chriétianity. It will
be profitable to consider first the methods of the missionaries
themselves during this period and then the methods of those who
cooperated with them. The ablest missionaries did not seek

# Cowan, Rev. Henry, Landmarks of Church History, p. 22
# Landmarks on Christian Hist. p. 35 Rev. Henry Cowan
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to propagate the Gospel with fire and sword. They preached

this faith and illustrated it in their own lives. Ikany of them
were of noble birth, but left all worldly honors and wealth

and pleasure to work for the unseen Master, they loved. The
farther they could get away from civilization, the better they
were pleased. Besides the regular missionaries, there were
merchants, soldiers, éaptives, exiles, hermits and embassies from
the emperors who voluntarily gave atteniion to the work of
extending Christianity. * The pope sent out bands of missinnaries
and an evangelistic turn was given tb Menastic life. Besides the
regular work of preaching and conversational discussion, trans-
lations of the books of the New Testament were made into the
native language of the people. Sometimes the people had not
even an alphabet, but the missionary invented one, or adapted

the Roman alphabet tp the sounds of the new language, taught

the people to read, and translated the scriptures into their

own vernacular. In pursuance of this plan, schools and teachers
were in demand. Monasteries, the established for other

purposes besides education, supplied buildings and teachers and
were the predominant factors in the education of Western Europe
from the fifth to the twelfth centuries. T They were the center
through which Christianity largely exerted 1ts clvilizing
influence. The barbarians from the North had invaded.Europe

and the most of them were aiready nominal Christians thru the

# Hist. Gecg. of Miss., Enc. of Missions Vol. I
# E. L. Kemp, Hist. of Ed. p. 109
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efforts of earlier missionaries. They were far from having

an intelligent conception of Christianity. Benedict had estab-
lished a monastery near Rome. Columba& had established Iona,

a miseionary school and monastery, on the Island of Hy off the
cbast of Scotland. From these two centers went the pioneérs

of the new civilization of Europe. Steadily and patiently they
established monagteriés and, by precept and example, taught the
great warriors who had destroyed the empire to labor, to pray,
and- to study. The monasteries were industrial schools, agri-
cultural schools, missionary training schools and repositories
of learning, statlons for the conversion of the heathen, asylums
for the oppressed, and fortresses against violence. The first
serious attempt to do away with serfdom was under their'rule.
Education for women, developed first in the convents and then
spread to their sisters in the world, until women were better
eduocated than at any preceding period in history. In the monas-
teries and convents, expert nursing of the sick and wounded and
the first germs of modern clinical medicine developed.v* Pagsing
events were chronicled, the literature of the past was copied
and preserved. Not oﬁly did the missionaries go forth from
mqnasteries and as independents, but some were ambassadors from
the Pope. Such were the band of forty monks headed by St.
Augustine, who were sent by Gregory VII to England. The monks
and missionaries usually went about in the humblest attire and
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practiced ascetic habits, but they had the art of adaptibility.
When Bernard, a Spanish friar went barefoot and begging among the
fierce Pomeranians they treated him with ccntempt. When he told
them that he was a messenger of God, they replied that such a
Being would not send a beggar as his envoy. Bernard was obliged
to flee. A man of personal eminence and attended with signs

of rank and dignity were necessary for the task. He was found

in the person of Otho, Bishop of Bamberg, Germany. He made
missionary tours among the same people with all the pomp available,
He combined with this, great tact and determination and though

he nearly lost his life a few times, he made a favorable impression
and baptized multitudes of people. In order to teach the

people who could not read, images came into use in the decoration
of.churches at this time and wealthy peoples had sceneg from

the sacred Scriptures embroidered upon their garments. Ope
missionary at least made effective use of painting as a method

in converting the heathen to Christianity. This was Methodius,
missicnary to the Bulgarians. Next to the Huns, these people

were considered the most terrible of the barbarians. The good
message of the Prince of Peace did not appeal to their fierce

and war;loving natures. But their king, Bogoris, wanted his

new palace adorned with paintings. He wanted a picture on the
walls of the great judgment hall, which should strike terror to
every beholder. "Methodius with the gifts of a Byzantine colorist

painted for a higher Master than the king. When the Painting was
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