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A THESIS OR ~ GDITIVE CASE IN HARTYANll VON AUJ:'S -ABWER HEINRICH. 

-----oa:(O}:oo-----

The Genitive Case in Mid. High German, a in the other related 

. 
la~ages, has been partiallY traoed to adjeotive origin, denoting by 

its form the various relations whioh are now more generally expressed 

by the derivative adj ot1ve. In many 1nstanoss ot oourse it corresponds 

to the use of the Genitive in Modern Geraan. Concerning these varied 

andeeJll1ngly oOllll>11oated uses of the Genitive in Mid. High German, 

no oode o-r rules 0811 be given that woUld oove~ all the ex les round. 

The only way to render an intelligent olassifioation t':rom Which the 

different uses may b tUdie4 :trom their natural and logioal funotion 

in the sentenoe 1 Wh10h they oocur, 1 to examine a pure fragment 

of the language Where e oh individual OOO'll'rl-enoe of the Genitive may 

be spoken o~ eparately. 

Por this purpose I selected Hart ann von Aue' s • A:rmer 

11865b59 
Heinrioh,- a Mid. High German poem written in the 13th oentury. It is 





2. 

a truly schol~ly p~Oduot1on, and its language can safely be oonsidered 

the beat German or the autho~ts time. 

I shall treat the ex pIe of eaoh special class separately, 

beginning With the sa-oalled possessive Genitive. This Genit1ve oocurs 

Ilore frequently in :Mid. H1gh German than probably any other class, and 

1 t s use since that period has undergone as it seems, mora marked ohanges 

t han any other olass. 

In making th1s alas 1t1oat1on I have to som extent followed 

1. he guidanoe or • Thomas' 8 P.r 0 t 10al G:rammer.· !he number of the line 

j n the poem w111 be given with eaah example, and When thought neoessary 

1 shall translate the <lit t10n into Modern !·1I18.D O~ English. 

1. Possessive Genitive. 

( ) Ex pIe . ot Genit've dependent upon the Nominative 

or more _QCu:r tely defining. noun :found in the ominative. 

1\ '" 20. man se1 t, e~ 1 Sin selbes bote 

60. as e1n bluome, der 3ugent, 

t eter tr1uwe ain adama~ 
i\ 

ein ganz1u krone del' zuht. 

er was del' nothaften fluht, 





3. 

86. 
;1 " sin 80hil t siner mage, 

dar m11te ein gli chiu wage: 

70. 
"" ,f er as des rates bruoke 

97. d1rre erlts vesta; 

( ie Ve te die er elt ) 

"-
22 . nu einst ez n1ht dar l1ute site, 

231. ni an der aget erzen bluot: 

(niohts eiter a1 B1ut des Madchens Herzen) 

696. 
N 

/\ 

daz 10h von sage ol4e not 

erkerm 
~ A 

des libes tot 

1st tar und strange. 

(I /\ 

654. unser be1der froude sin, 
1\ ,I 

gar unser I1bes wunne, 

667. unsers alt,ers in · tap. 

888. j 1 t dure erlte lebe ' f 

iu an der ale verlust. 

(nicht 81s e1n Verlust der Seale. ) 

1026. daz as de , egde ge ant. 

1268. ob dioh diss kildes tot e nert. 

1480. " lIlir h t gegeben 
'l 

esunden l i p, 

unsers her en gebot. 





4. 

1123. " 1r sint aines hasen genoz. 

(1hr seid des Hasens Genoss. ) 

(b) Examples of Genitive round with Dative or derining 

a noun found in the Dative. Here, as in the previous sub-class, 

we can readily notice the Genitive in an adjective sense. This 

use of the Genitive in M1d. High GeI'man underwent soarcely any 

modifioations in its transition to Mod. German. e.g., -Pruh von 

des Tages ersten Sohein.- - Sohiller. 
138. von Jobes gedultekeit. 

266. gote h1usern viel 4az ander teil 

" 1'1 

324. daz man 91 zallen z1ten vant 

Wlde:r 1r harren fUoze. 

" 348. von gotes gebe ein suezer geist 

11 

466. hin ze dar engel guete. 

10e8. 
/'I 1\ _.?L 84 bistu ut' die redebrant 

von bete od dines 
1'1 

nen dro? 

·1874. VOIl \Ulsers herren gotes pflege. 

(0) Xamp18B o~ 'Genitive with the Aoousative, or 

defining the direot ohjeot ot 8 verb. This use has been almost 

Wholly preserved in Mod. German, as the rollowing examples will 

cle arly show. 





5. 

13. 
!1 . , 

daz gotes eran tohte 
~~~ tl ! . .{ 

( s -ttie- Ehren Got tas trmgte. ) 

28. er uber des andern soh de bite, 

72. al~ d er 
/ 1 

r erl te lop wld pris . 

I" 

120. do man die a ran got s zuht 

asach an fnem libe, 

· 142. urc de 

" 266. ge ouoh u er de ele e11, 

630. 
" 

do 81 der to te ern t e ch 

998. iJ.t viI Ii ben kin es 
; \ 

tot. 

1'. II 

1027. nu er ohte volge a en 

die herze iu e d das kl gan 

und o oh a vater . be' t. 

2. 'tive nitive. 

The P ti iv nitiv is u a to define th hole of 

moh the limited noun is t. 

( ) xampl o Partitiv Genitive of indefinite measure , 

wi th viI and tei1. 

402. 
I ' von des gnaden mir geschaoh 





403. 

424. 

827. 

331. 

• 

6. 
1\ #-

vil eren und ~otes. 

/I 8w1e viI des heiles ate an m1r, 

seDrte mir dar rede ein tail. 

dar triuwen 1st ain teil ze viI. 

zoo ir kintlicllen spil, 

des gap der herre ir viI. 

o vi1 Z Salerne ' 

von arzenien meister 1st, 

(b) As peculiar Gani t1ve of measurement the following 

examples may be cited. 

1101. ger1u et 
1\ 

z d1ch hares breit , 
1\ 

80 han 10h min arbeit, 

Ullde du den lip verlorell. 

/It 1\ /l • t 1143. wan dehein no so groz 19 • 

1\ 

1197. , 1 sohamte sich nicht hares groz. 

(0) Partitive Genitive With no sign or quantity 

or measure. 

8. " da begunde er suochen 

ob er 1ht des ~nde. 

je. han 10h guotes weI die krBrt; 

434. 
~ ~ ~ des du mioh gefraget hast 





7. 

435. daz age ieh di viI gerne. 

Refl xive Genitive . 

is n1t1v could ell be place Wl er so 1e or the fore going 

he s. s 1 1s too fr to dese ' ve special n e. 

It clos ly ese bles Genitive as, objeot, 'th the 

reflexive as d1 eo 0 jec o'f t e verb: e. g. , in ode Ge an, 

"fi-eu dioh de er J-..-.... _ eentsilUlt sich jades Wortes . 1f 

f\ 

626. e , e1 e s1 10h gar ver a£ 

'( sie baslo s sioh ein Di g zu then. ) 

" I 1084. er sprae kint astu ,die I 
\ , 

diss lIen elbe behBht? 

110"1. diu a et laoh e s raoh, 

1\ 

1108. en i s10 des 01 ve S 0 

Th eg tiveGeni ive is fO\Uld 1 , ntenoes expressing 

n gat10n or deni 1. e e ' in 'd. 19h r the 

Genitive it -n1ht. a 





8. 

(a) Genitive With ·niht" alone and with niht aocompanied 

with tbe negative partiole -en.· 

J' 

281. un enmao des laid ~' D1ht sin 

228. WI en18t as niht dar l1ute s1 te, 

1\ 

5 • • 4az 8i an in 

der gehenge n1ht ntun4e 

11' 1h t gunde. 

~ ~ A 

578. du h t d S to4e nlht gesehen. 

98S. die enmugen diu n1ht 01 enbern, 

1 01 ouoh niht ir leides gem. 

1083. 
~ ~ 

nu enhil mioh dines willen n1ht 

1268. iah enYill d1 Jt1ndes tot niht sehen. 

1223. de eniU?'rent 11' niht dulden. 

1368 vor dem dehe1~es herzen tor 

tUrname niht beslozzen 1st. 

(b) Oenlt1ve without n1ht. but aooompanied with some 

other nega.t1ve 19n, e1\ : 

208. 11' en llent in.' r 1stersahaft 

un4 1uwer reht ouch breohen 





8. Y2-
1\ 

281. des war deheiner si gelich 
/ 1 

in dem lande also rich. 

1392. 81 engloubten niemans sage. 

6. Genitive 1th aalles, a uslahte,. and Allende. It 

We still have in Mod. German tlle compound aallerhand,· 8.11e,--lei , It 

I 
IrleBl ling all kinds of', and also s)facht f Mod. German Schlag, in the 

expression -dies 1st e1n andererSchlag Hunde: - This i _~8JlOthe:r 

breed of dogs. 
. 

I( II l S 
The parts of th~se word$ -allerhanda, alle~18i, ~written 

sep8.l.'ately in Mid. High German, but are fOWld in Old High German 

as they ooou:r in Mod. Gentian, written as one word. 

69. mit aller hands reiner tugent. 

le9. des wart vil maneger slahte 
.-::\ 

und sin ahte. 

4:84 • und e lher handa swaere. 

770. m1 t mane ga:r handa sac he. 

866. &llar der gnad8Il wol. 

'187. 4a en1st deheiner slahte le1t: 

~ ~ 

780. sin hof 1st alles rates vol. 





9. 

8. Genitive With Comparative. 

This Genitive is not orten found in MOd. German, 1r at all, 

in tha a - e senae. 

I' 

4:16. des boeser muoz iah dannoon sin: 

68ti. dar rede iemer mere lute 

1 6. 4 be'zzer Willen niens .~t. 

1480. 
1\ 

e U; _ ioher v1I dan e t . 

1\ 

des guotes und dar eren. 

7. ,Genitive with superlative. 

Th1s Oenitive 18 still toWld in l4od. German 1n the expres-

,st 
s10ne alle:r11ebste, der allersohleo!ltAe, etc. t and d.as allerbeste. 

The genitive aller and the superlative of the 84Jeotive e in 

M.od. Ge:rman wr1 t ten as e. oompound. 

e. /'. wi - II l' b te waenen 1 ben. 0 

111. " aller gruenast waenet sin. 0 r 

244. 4az 1n d aliar weist I' verdl'or.. 

S60. daJ l'X .liar beste b 'kerte. ~. 





10. 

8, Genitive of Time. 

(a) 'rime when: c' verd18.1 Genitive. 

4'10. unz man des n~tes sitt-en g1e. adv. 

614. 
- .4 -

WlZ man des andern nahtes g1e. a4v. 

" 60S. z 1st mil' ltolD8n Ut db ail. 

des ioh got iemer lOben Wilt 81lv. 

aines tag S1gebant uf einer grenden sas •• KUdrun. 

1107. Biu maget 1 ahende p~-aoh. 

11 

wan 81 s10h ,des w01 versacl1. ~. 

1\ 

1% hulre d tages der tot. dV. 

(b) Genitive s extent of time. I found but one 

example or this e in the poem, bUt shall give e. typical example 

from t ltU4:r'Un, Whioh must have been written nea:t the same time. 

1144. d.1u1oh 1n a1nes tages tr1st. 
t\ " an a1me l1be geenden mac. 

" 
,. 

40 bl1' ben 81 de te b1 in ut dam se.-XUdrUn. 

(4ann bl.1 -ben :1 d1 · nacht dupoh sur dar See. ) 

9. Owuit1ve Gen1tiv • 

!he Oaus t1ve Genitive in Mod. German is defined by 'hom s 

t 
as gentttve -as sole objeot of a verb, e.g.; des ~odes sterben, 





11. 

des Hungexs sterben . This sta.te ent seems too narro to cover 

the examples I ish to give as causative G nit1ve. I lllean by a 

causative 'G nitive in · id. 19h Ger an that the thing or c1rcum-

stanoe oausing the aotion expressed by the verb ust be in the 

Geni tive oa e. It may be 0 may not be the sole object of the 

verb. 

878. des sol 10 n ch 1 
1\ 

iem viI ge ne 

rn geoote, I 

tan. 

/ 24. b1tend as ~ 
<-

" in gote. der sele heiles ze I 

1 

146 . as 10 at e t ur :trout sieh. 

1\ 

198. o r t 8?zen1e zuo 
/I 

,dar a r nt ir ge 1511oh. 

203. as 1 r ieme ungenesen, 

242. de t 1 erzes a. 

66. " j\ des muoz 1ch sohemeliohe not 
A 

tr gan WlZ an min ,nd . 

2sa. tan in vi1 lutz 1 des ve droz . 

63S. as art 80 groz 1r ungehabe, 

daz ir vater dar abe 
£1 

und ir umoter art erwaht. 





12. 

10. Impersonal Genitive. 

There is found in lli _' . High German a Gen1tlve Q,ailed an 

Impersonal Oen1 t1ve • !his Oen1 t1v,e 1 not want1ng in Mod. 

German. f). g. i moh e:rba:rmt seines Elends, ( f)ot t erbarme sioh moiner) 

amch j wmnert seia:r Kl • • 
90S. 4e8 trdute sioh diu reine maget. 

,. 
277. des dUhteinen herren gnuoo: 

377. her~e, des wundert mioh. 

99'. des we1nent tat 1n m10hel nOt. 

836. des gnUget mich wf)l von dir. 

11. 'Genit1ve w1th dJeot1ve. 

!bis Genit1v is still used in the same sense, and its form 

of expre ion h 8ohll'lg ~d but l1'ghtlY; -.g., loh bin des 

Sohreibens muede. 

doch 
1\ ." 

er unnaeh also :rio. 

guotee 
1\ .A so dar er n un4 des JIluotes. 

Al,- o g1ven as Genit1ve ot Rank. 

" 11 

629 • vo n (! m gedanke wart 81 do 
1\ 

v11 :t-1nges muotes \Uld frO. 

; " ..I-

902 . daz 81 dar rede wuan fro. 
A 





13. 

A 

1383. daz 91 in 1r gannete 

~ /, .L /\ 
!nes gluokas waren fro. 

iI 

12. Predioate Oenitive. 

In this class the Genitive of the noun 19 used Wholly as 

an adjeotive in the pr c te is used in English. e.g.; lIe wa.s 

willing, He was sat1sr1ed; ~ also in Yod. German; E:r war 

zUf?ieden; an x amp 1 ot the same idiom, however. we still 

have thexllNB ion; loh bin froen 1lUtes. 

226. diu voll n bib re 

960. 

lOll. 

und ouch des willen waara. 

/ \ 

diu t wart riohen muotes. 

J(,'nd7'W1 er was so b8l.des herzen. - K'UdrUn. 

18. Oen1 t1 va or Rank.. 

The Genitive of rnlt 1 ed in the e idiomatio way in 

both Mid. High RA," __ .1'1 • oeman. but Wlfo:rtunately I round 

~ 
but ene ex pleJot thiS olass in the poem I examined. 





44. 
~ , If /\ /I 

dooh was er nunaoh also rioh 

dar geburt und des guotes 

" t\ o de~ eren und des maotes. 

1170. 
~ 

wan ioh dooh I1htes kilimes bin. 

16. Gen1tive o~ Exolamat1on. 

The Genitive of exalamat10n 1s not ~quently round in 

Mod. ('.rerman and no doubt ooaurs in Mid. High German, but I have 

found only one uch Genitive in -ADler Heinrioh.· We bave. howeve:r 

as .AR- eXUlPl Sin Uod. German the tOlloWing: '0 des Sohl.-eokens! 

I' pfU1 des Bosew1chts! • 

1\ 

121. nu enmaeh des lieder niht sin! 

This oou14 o be xaplainad as a oenitive with niht. I 

shall quote typ1aal example of the 8xolanatot-Y Genitive :t'rom 

pa-ragraph 16, aventura I. or tbe K'U4rWl: 

· tes dar vogt von Ir1ande was! 

16. Genitive or Speo1~1oation. 

TOO Genitive ot .peo1~1.oat1on is a Oenit1ve used to define 

a noun by telling whe?ein the noun consists. 





16. 

S8. " I' daz diu upp1ge krone 
,.. I' 

wertl10her 8ueze 

vellet under tUeze. 

120. do man die 8waeren gotes zuht 

gesaeh an sinem lib • 

Also given under Gelli t1ve wi th Aocusative. 

1037. d1u reine gotes gUeta 

127a. gotes Wille mueze an mir gesohehen. 

,. 
naoh riohem kuniges s1te.- Kudrun. 

Before going farther with this olassificat1on the reader 

would na.turally expeot to find a class of Genitives oa.lled 

h 
@SCjeotive Genitives. In the p()eID I examined, no such Genit1ve 

~ 
wa.s :round, nor did the K1.d. High Garman~g1ve any such classifl-

aation. I have found a -.-raw examples Which might be called 

ObJective Genit1ve , but they Game with equal fitness under 

other heads. 

If 

108'1. diu reine gotes guete. 

1256. 10h emill des klndes tot n1ht sehen. 

This is also Genitive with nlht and so given elswheJ.-e • 

. , 
1276. gotes Wille mueze an mir geschehen: 





18. 

The Subjective 6en1t1veIlS defined by Thomas is also wanting 

in Mid. High German grammars, that is, as a separate olass. 

Thomas de:tine ' it; • A Genitive limiting a verbal noun and denoting 

the sUbjeot of the action 1s oalled by way or oontrast sUbJective. u 

e.g.; D s n des W1nde. B1 maroks LOSung de'8 Pro lems. The 

poem oontatns DO typ10al example of this Genitive. 

16. Genitive coverned by Verbs. 

'!'here are in -t1, ooth1 , Ang 0- axon. a yell as 1n the 

different p :r1ods o~ the German a alasB of verbs whioh govern the 

Genitive 08a8. Some take the 08111'1 e as , ole obJeot and others 

as seoondary. 

(a) Genitive 8 . 01 obJeot. 

/\ 

- . 10h ain vii kl 1ne • 

'" A 

"1. m1D8% SUhte gene en . 

.. 
667. • iner -4 • 

.'8. 4U h~ t 4 8 tOd8 nioht ge ah' n. 

1 alao given under the Negative 

Genitive ot- Gen1tive nth niht. 





17. 
~ ~ 

627 . da m1 t Wil aIle sin genes sen . 

" 736. nu gedenkent, sae11gez Yip, 

" " mueterlicher triuwe. 

762. 80 1st gesohehen, des ir da gert 

1\ /I 

778. dem 10h wo1 mines 1100s gan. 

804. Wld ob II u- mir gunnent 

" guotes unde eren. 

" " " 848. des wirst du harte Yo1 arlan; 

853. des todes des geaese wu 

878. und w11 gar vergazen, 
" duroh des k1D4es mirme. 

" dar zungen und dar silUle 

( 9ag. un4 ervo1leten 1m Uu ougen ') 

980. des gunIle wir it harte w01 

1010. 
A 

81 gerten ke1nes dankes dS. 
4es er BU solhen diugen p:flao. 

" 1194. in S1IlB8Tr,herzen er des Jaoh, 

1210. daz sohoener oreat1ure 

lS21. 
/\ 1\ 

des nim 10h waa da b1 war 

1462. '" die s~1ne8 wortes naemen war. 





18. 

(b) Genitive not a,s sole object, but acoompanied by some 

other nOllil or pronoun Which is also governed. by the seme verb. 

j\ 

76. do r berre Heinrich 
f\ 

also geniete sioh 

eren und guotes 

und froe11ches muotes. 

This example is also given under rerlexive Gen. 

362. und viI gar ent-setzen. 

" 363. eren und guotes. 

676. we solt 10h der geniden ~ehen 

77'1. 
..A me dan in zwein naoh gote. 

1398. man welle s1 ~ehtes ro~en. aoo. of pr .. gan of thing. 

1620. " "1'\ dar Ion (1 n 81 namen, date of pr •• gen. of thing. 
I' 

des hel~e WlS got. Amen! 
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