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I. 

AmniA. 

The 81m of this paper will be to set forth the con

cap,tion of Athena as found in the principal early sources of 

Greek mythology t namely the Iliad and Odyssey of' Homer; the 

~heogonia, Works and Days, and Shield of Heracles, of Hesiod; 

th e Homeric Hymns; and the excerpts of Proclus from the Epio ' 

eycl e. Her birth, appearance, worship, and importance among 

the gods will be treated, also the modes of her manifestation 

to men and her prerogatives in dealing wi th than. The last 

will be found to be as follows: goddess of war, goddess of 

arts, go ddess of mind, and patroness a f heroes. The three-

fold province.war, arts, and m1n~ is attested in the following 

passages. The poet of the Hymn to Aphro di te says of Athena: 

"lot to her are the works of golden Aphrodite pleasing, but 

instead wars and the v«>m of Ares are a delight, and combats 

an d battles en d to care for glorious deeds. She was t he fi rat 

to teach earth-dwelling artisans to mak e chariots snd oars deo-

orated with bronze. And she taugh t splendid work s to so ft-

Bkinned maidens in the megsrs, adding to the intelligence of 
1. 

each. ·It is said of Penelope that she was "mindful at 

heart of those things whioh Athena gave her especially, knowl

edge of fair worb and a noble mind and skill such as we never 
2. 

heard of in any 'one of the 'WOmen 0 fold n • "As much as the 

Phaeacian men are skilled beyond oth ere in sa11ing 'a swift 

Ship upon the sea, so are the 'M>men skilled in weaving wi th the 

1. 
2. 

Homeri,a Hymn to Aphrodite, lines 9-15. 
Odyssey II, 116-118. 





2. 

looms, for Athena gave than special skill in very beautiful 
3. 

work t and. al. eo noble minds". 

II. Birth. 

Her birth from the head Zeus is attested by Resiod, 

who t ells how Zeus swallowed Metis, his wi fe, when she was 

. about to b,ear a child, "and he himse1.f produced from his head 
4. 

bright-eyed Tritogenia". The addi tional point that she 

sprang forth in armor is shown in the folloWing: "Tr1togenia, 

whom Zeus himself, the counsellor, bore from his holy head, 

wearing arms 0 f war, golden, all shining, an d. VW):nder took 

possession of all the immortals beholding and she rushed 

eagerly in front of Aegis-bearing Zeus from his immortal head, 
5. 

brandishing a sharp . javel in". The continuation of this 

passage indioates the effect of the great event upon the 

universe - th e abode of the gods, earth, sea, $nd sun. "And 

great Olympus was shaken terribly by the mighty bright-eyed, 

and the earth about resounded fearfally, and the sea was set in 

motion, thrown into confusion wi th purple waves, and the brine 

was poured forth on a suddEm, and the glorious sun of Hyperion 

stopped his swift-footed horses a long time until the maiden, 

:Pallas Athena, took from her immortal shoulders the god-like 
6. 

arlOOIj and cOUllSellor z.euswas glad.!' 

3. Odyssey VII, 108 .. 111. 
4. TheQgenia, 924. Further references: Homeric Hymn to the 

:Pythian Apollo, 129-131. 
5. Homerio Hymn to Athena, 4-9. 
6. Homeri 0 Jffiymn to Athena, 9-16. 





This miraculous birth Which was so great an event 

among the gods is continually reoeJ.led by the :poets in the 

following expressi ons, which from thei r frequency became in 

natur~ like epithets: 

J A J 1f-
)i ~ () f' ~ i.J ~ ~ S 
Daughter of Zeus. 

\ / * ~ L~ S 8 (j I a i'1;O 

Daughter of Zeus .• 

.J 2. ~ s T ~)( ~ ~ * 
Child of Zeus. 

) I 

~ (J~ , ~~ /iA 'fiC~J Dau ght er 
of a mighty father. 

I 

Iliad 3. 
oay ssey 16. 
Homeric Hynms 1. 
She of Her. 2. 

Iliad 10. 
Odyssey 4. 
She of Her. 1. 

Iliad 10. 
Odyssey 2. 
Homeric Hymns 1. 

Iliad 2. 
Odyssey 2. 

Total 22. 

Total 15 • 

Total 13. 

Total 4. 

The expression 7(0 LiOrt,1/£ "at has evidently sane meaning with 

reference to her birth, but the derivation of the first half of 

the compound is unc·ertain. We accept the whole word as an 

epithet without attempting explanation, and find that it occurs 

as follows, 

III. Appearance. 

Iliad 3. 
Odyssey 1. 
Theogonia 2. 
She of Her. 1. 

" Total 7. 

The appearance of the goddess is suggested chiefly 

by descriptive epithets. Tl1e most comi'non of all epithets 

applied. to her is r)t2.II/t'i.dT L..Sj bright-eyed. 

Iliad 30. 

*See Addenda pp. 4£-46. 

Odyssey 55 
Theogonia 4. 

It occurs as follows~ 





4. 

Work sand Da)"s 1. 
Shield of Heracles 4. 
Hymn to Pythian Apollo 2. 
Hymn to Aphrodite 2. 
Hymn to Athena 2. 

Total 100. 

The gleaming of her eyes is mentioned in two places, each 

a situation of some excitaaent. Aft er taunting Ares ,whom 

she has overthralln in battle, "she turned away her gleaming 
7. 

eyes. " When she is restraining Achilles from killing 
8~ 

Agamemnon, "her eyes gleamed terrib1y." The descripti ve 
.J / 9. ' . J / 10. 

ep i thets eV7,J. .. (7~tt;Ut1 r, wi th well-arranged hair, and ."v,lt't'fL" S 

fair-haired, occur a few times. They have no parti cular fo rce 

as applied to Athena. fa r th ey were used indiscriminately to 
11. 

indicate a feature of beauty in goddesses and women. 

The di stinctive attn butes 0 f dress assigned Athena 

were the aegis and helmet. These are descri bed in t he Iliad: 

"And among them was bright-eyed Athena wearing the very famous 

aegis, ageless, immgrtsl, from which hung a hundred all-gpld 
.12. 

tassels, all well plated and each of the value of a hecatomb". 

"And about her shoulders she placed the tasseled aegis, terrible; 

whic,h is crowned on all sides wi th fear, and in it are strife 

Blld power and c]:dlling battle-din. And upon her head she put 

the double crested helmet, with four peaks, geldeD, decked with 
13. 

soldiers of a hundred. cities". 

7. Iliad I, 200. 
8. Iliad XXI. 415. 
9. Odyssew VII, 41. 
10. Iliad VI, 92, 273, 303. 
11. S~Qdyssey VIII 452, XII 889, XI 318, Homeric Hymn to Dion
ysus (XXVI) ~. Odyssey XII 132, I 86, V 30, 126, 390, VI 198, 238, 
136, 222, VII 41, 246, 255. 
12. Iliad II, 446-449. 
13. Iliad V, 738-744. 





6. 

As further equipment for war she has the spear, and in one case 

used a chariot. ''Upon the fianing chariot she set her foot and 

grasped her heavy spear, great and st out, wi th Which she subdues 

~he . ranks of men who are heroes, with whom she, the great daught-
14. 

er of a mighty father, is angry". In works of art she is 

given these attributes, aegis, helmet, and spear, e. g., as por

tr~ed on the shield of Herac1es, "having a sp·ear in her hands 
15. 

and a golden helmet, and an aegis about her shou1ders n • Her 

attire was the regular Greek dress only IOOre beautiful. "Athena" 

· the ms1den, daughter of aegis-bearing Zeus, cast off at her 

father's threshold her fine many-colored peplos which she her

self made and toiled over with her hands and she put on the 

chiton of Zeus. the cloud-gatherer, and arrayed herself in armor 
16. 

for the mournful war". "She bound UDder her feet beautiful 

sand.als, ambrosial, golden, which bore her over the water and 
17. 

the boundless land, swift as the blast of the wind". 

Her descent to the earth is most often expressed. by the 

following line: ~~ Ie 'ia.:r' Of; lJ,fL7rtltJ 7i ;;{;!'';Vt<J7/ a (j.4t era:. 18. 

"And sh e went leaping down from the ~eaks of Olympus". Her 

movement through space was cOlmpared above to a blast of wind. 

Her approach to Nausicaa in a dream in the guise of her friend, 

th e d.aught er of DynlS.s, is less majesti c but more gentle. "And 
19. 

she' like a breath of wind moved to the couch of the maiden." 

14. Iliad V, 745-748. See also Odyssey 1,99-101. 
15. Shield of Heracles, 199-200. 
16. Iliad V, 733-737. 
17. Odyssey It 96-98. 
18. Iliad II, 167, IV, 74, VII 18, XXII 187. 
19. Odyssey VI, 20. 





6. 

Her descent into battle is co:rnp3.red. ' to a star ahd to the rain-

bow. "Like a star whioh the child of the wily Kronos sent 

down, which is a bright portent to sailors and to the broad camp 

of the people and from 1Ibich sparks dart forth - like this 

Pallas Athena leaped to the ground and sprang into the midst 
20. 

an d wonder seized those Who saw: " "As from heaven Zeus 

stretches for mortals the gleaming rainbow to be a sign of 

war or of chilly storm which makes men cease fram work upon 

the earth and afflicts the flooks, SOt having clothed herself 

in gleaming cloud, Athena entered the host of Achaeans and 
21. 

roused each man." But an el ement of delicacy even in 

time a f war is suggested in the s1 mile used of Hera and Athena 

who have come down in a chariot, "And the two god.desses went 
22. 

their way with step. like turtle doves". 

IV. Mode of Appearance to Men. 
Athena's appearances to men were made principally un-

der disguises so various that Odysseus, who was permit ted 

to talk wi th her in her divine character, said, "It is hard, 

@Oddess, for a mortal meeting you to reoognize you even 

though he is very wise, for you liken yourself to everything", 
" ) \ '>/ 23. 

~f r~f' :tv!')?y Trt(:VTI.. e.J;,(J!'~flS, The forms she assumed were 

those of human kind or of birds. · The former may be di vid.ed 

. into two general. classes, the disguise as some knam person 

an d th e disguise as one of a cl ass of persons, e. g. heralds. 

Instances of the first class are as followB~ When she wished 

to rouse the TrOjans to break a truce "she went through the 

throng of Trojans like a man in foim, Laodicos, the son of 

20. Iliad IV, 75-79. 
21. Iliad XVII, 547-552. 
22. Iliad V, 778-9. 
23. Odyssey XIII 312-313. , 





7. 

24. 
Ant ener , a mi ght y sp ear man ". She spoke to. Menelaus in 

25. 
th e fa. l1l1 a. f t he her al d, rho. enix , to Recto. r in the fe nn of 

26. 
his brether, Deiphobos. She went through the ci ty ef the 

27. 
Phaeaoians as the herald of king Alcinoes, and through Ithaca 

28. 29. 
as Telemachus. She came to. TelemaohuB ence as Mentes, 

30. 
a friend of Odysseus, and twice as Mentor, an old Ithacan . 

.Is Mentor al so she ap peared in the midst of the fight be-
31. 

tween Odysseus and the suitors. and in his cenflict with the 
32. 

Ithacans. She counselled Nausicaa in a dream under the 
33. 

guise of her friend, the daughter of Dymas·. 
I 

The second class of human disguises, in which she 

was recognized as one of a class but not as a particular in

di vidual, is eX13mplifi ed in the passage, "Beside Odysseus 

bright-eyed Athena looking like a herald compelled the peo'ple 
34. . 

to be silent". Her appearances to Odysseus were many of 

them of this enrt. In Phaeacia she guides him to the king's 
35. 

palaoe "in the guise of a young llBiden carrying a jar". 

She helps him in the athletic centests there by marking out 
36. 

the limi:ts, "like a man in fem". She meet shim wh en left 

alone on the shore of Ithaoa, "in form like a young man, a 

herder of nocks, 8.l1 tender, such as are the sons of rulers, 

wearing a well-made double mantle. And she had sandals under 

her shining feet and in her hands a spear." 

24. Iliad IV, 86-87. 
25. Iliad XVII, 555. 
26. Iliad XX+I, 227. 
21. Odyssey VIII, 8. 
28. Odyssey II , 383. 
29. Odyssey I, 105. 

30. Odyssey II, 268,402. 
31. Odyss.ey XXII, 205-6. 
32. Odyssey XlIV, 502-G. 
33. Odyssey VI, 22. 
34. Iliad II, 27 9-280. 
35. O~yseey VII, 20. 
36. Odyssey VIII, 194. 





. B • . 

A4'~er . ~~k~ng wi tho O~sBeu8 ' a ehQrt time in t·hi~ . di sgu.is,e Bh~ 

'~hangeB':· her. forfl} to . that of a "~~ b.eautiful·," and larg.s ·and 
37. 

~'~llecl " in e:g.l1Il~ng work". . , ~hts:; change.· 0 f'. fom in the ; pres-

an~e of a , m&:r;t~l is ,, 8 ~d.qlle occurrence and there are .sev.e.ral 

~0n81 derations; wmob go ·. 1io Bheny that · 1ahe.··· ioDD last ·, afl8U.med 

is -.tb. e< godde·S8 .~ ~ real, eli vine . appearanoe. , -: First, ther-e ·. is now 

no reaeont' fo~ disguise, ·but· everyFreaeo:n. for a · reveal. .ing • . ' 
.. 

QElYE.H~~ll!r is to· 0 wily to .. tell the truth .. , to the supposed. shep-

1?e;r4, 'l and ·;, it .. is neoeeaa17.) for the wellfare of his : interests· 

.that he::·,· rec.eive and ao'O~t 8~l'eful · OO1Uls~1 fNJI} th~ gpdd~es : 

4~~s(tl:£, . a:t; t.his time. . Therct+or~,. , ·s:q.e w:i.she~ . b,im · 1;Q : know ' that -

.~ t ,is elle. Sftoox;td, the~tt ~ We.1l .nQ , ll~ed fo;r the ; ~ange ·and ·no . 

s! gni~iQaJlQ~ tn, ~t. except in ord~r 1;0' r~v~al herself,. Tb.~J;d,. 

it is,' evident : t~t \ the c~~ d~es tell · him' who she is, for her . . , 58. 

w~lrd8 : ~mply that sh~ knows ~.he 1s : r~oo~lz~d·. b§rore ~he me~tions 

her .mane. Fourth,. the descriptit)D · ~e ,· 1:n , fq.~l harmony .wi ~ . her 

cha.racter ,in the Od,y~s~y as god,.~eBs. ot· womQn! s 'wo~ and of 
39. . 40. 

Ulind ·rath.er th811 tb.e war diyinity . as in tl1e Iliad. . Eilrther, 

A'bhena'lJ subsequent appea~ances .entirely be~r Qut , the 1<1ea 

:ths,t . ahe allowed Odysse'Q.., 'and him only', , to ' see he~ .undisgui~ed. 

17. · Odyssey , XIII.: 2,e·e~ 2S9. <', ". ". '. '. 

38. Odyssey XIII, 296-299. "But come let us no longer talk of 
9 .o,ee thi.:nge, f~r , ... e .bo:th 'kJlow .1file,. e1.nce you are far : th~ best 
of all 'mortals in counsel and speech, and I claim to be the best 
.\o~:l. ~l::, t.ae &pd.e in . g11.11~ · Slld · trioks. ". 
39. C'ompare Sec's. I, VIII, IX.' . 
4Q! ,· Compare S\ec' B. I " VII. X! 

~, , : .. 

',,:'-





9 • . 

She appears four times after this in the story of the Odyssey. 

Twa of these were public appearances in which she assumed the 

guise of Mentor, as mentioned ~bove. The other two were to 

Odysseus alone. She comes to the swineherd's hut, the day 

after the event just discussed, to restore Odysseus from his 

disguise ,of begga~ to his natural appearance in order that 

Telemachus may recognize his father. The description of Athena 
41. 

is exactly the same as above. It is to be noted that 
42. 

Telemachus was not allowed to see her,nfor the gods do not ap-

pear visibly to all men. But Odysseus saw he~ and the dogs, 

and they did not bark, but whining fled to the other part of the 
43. 

place". The effect upon the dogs could hardly have been made 

by a god who looked Simply like a mortal woman. Once afterward 

she came to Odysseus as he lay awake, troubled, in his own house. 

She was "in form like a woman". Odysseus has no doubt of her 

identity, though she does not indicate it in her words till 

after he has recognized her~ for he calls her "goddess" and ex

presses his fear lest he shall kill the suitors, according to 

her will and that of Zeus, and have no means of escaping ven

geance. On all these things that trouble him he asks her ad

vice. She then speaks of her power as a god and quiets his 

fears. Here again an undisguised appearance of his patron 

goddess to Odysseus is quite clearly indicate.d. A like appear-

ance is recorded in the Iliad. Athena comes to Achilles to 

restrain his anger with Agamemnon. "She stood behind and 

41. Odyssey XVI, 157-158. XIII, 288-289. 
42. Odyssey XVI, 159-160. 
43. Odyssey XVI, 161-163. 





10. 

caught him by his tawny hair, appearing to him alone, and no 

one of the others saw her • But Achilles wondered and turned 

. about and straightway recognized Pallas Athena, and her eyes 
44. 

gl eamed terri bly. " In this case ala 0 she was evi d.ently not 

disguised and was seen only by the favored. hero. 

Of forma other than human, Athena assumes only those 

of b.irds. During the Trojan War she and Apollo, having 

brought about a pause in the battle, "in th.e guise of birds of 

prey sat down upon a tall oak of their father, aegis-bearing 
45. 

Z~us" • The bird of prey was a fi tting emblem of the war-

goddess and its presence near the field of battle natural. 

Athena, descending at the bid.ding of Zeus to distil nectar 

'into the breast of Achilles, "like a long-winged, shrill-voiced 
46. 

falcon leaped forth from heaven through the upper air". 

Swiftness and sureness are suggested by this description. 

After guiding Telemachus to Pylos unrecognized in the guise of 

Mentor, Athena left him and went away "in the fonn of a sea 
47. 

eagle". A similar occurrence takes place during the fight 

of Odysseus with the suitors. Athena as Mentor encourages 

Odysseus and shortly "darting up to the roof-beam of the 
48. 

smoky megaron she sat down,like a swallow in presence." 

Again a bird appropriate to the situation has been chosen. 

Later in the fight she is said to wave the aegis from above, 
49. 

but her appearance is not described. 

44. Iliad I, 197-200. 
45.. Iliad VII, 59-60. 
46. Iliad nx, 360-361. 
47. Odyssey III, 371. Her departure from Telemachus in Ithaca 
is not the/ same. She is' said to flyaway $s ft,VLS w~i1e in this 
case £ir~),4.e~" and in the others cited some form offl:Ntu is used 
48. Odyssey XXII, 239-240.. 49. Odyssey XllI, 297-298. • 





11. 

In most of her appearances in human form Athena is 

strikinglY human in word and action. She is just like the 

person whose form she takes. For example, as Mentes" the 

stranger, she comes to the house of Odysseus where she is re

ceived and entertained by T91emachus as any guest would be. 

She converses with him on the topics most natural to one who 

claims to have known Odysseus, and even her advice does not show 

superhuman intelligence. In fact, the only superhuman feature 
50. 

of the event is her disappearanoe into the sky. Again, as 

Me.tor, she is with Telemachus on his journey to Pylas and 

arouses no suspicion of her divinity until she disappears in the 
51. 

form of an eagle. As the Phaeacian maiden carrying water, 
52. 

who guided Odysseus through the city, and as the man who was 
53. 

friendly to him in the contests, she played the human part com-

pletely. In some cases a divine element is more discernible, 

though still masked under a mortal guise. In a very few cases, 

as we have seen, she appears in her own personality. 

V. Worship. 
There is no complete account in any of our sources of 

the worship of Athena, but from incidental mention some informa

tion can be gathered. The only shrine of Athena which is 
54. 

spoken of is in Troy in the upper city. That it contained a 

statue of Athena will appear in the .account of the worship 

given below. Probably this statue was the zoanon to which 

Cassandra fled for protection during the sack of Troy and from , 
55. 

which she was torn by Ajax. In Phaeacia was "a splendid 

50. Odyssey. I, f lO~~320~ - ·. 5:3. -.'- Odyssey VIII, :19:3-20C. ,'· 
51. Od.yssey III, 270-370. ,:' .54. Iliad YI, 297. 
5? ,~ QdY- ss'ey ' VIi:; 2o-'S'i. · 55 ·~· · .' See exc. erpt by' Pro c1 us· from 
-the S~k of Ilium. 





artv. It Atheaa. near the road, of black pGplare, and ill it a 
, 56~ 

spring and about, a meadow." After a aervi ce to Ody ••• us 

ill Pbaeaoia, it is said that AtheJl8 "went away to the barren sea 

and left lovely Scheria and oame to JlarathoJl and to bread-atreet-
, , 57. 

a4 Athe •• and entered the strong house ef Erechtheu8". This 

is evida.t11 all Ereotheum 8Jld the implication is that she was 

at he.e the:re. The fellowing sh.ws that the shrine was It.era 

or1giJl8l17. The Atl1a181l. are spoken of as ~th. peop~. o~ great-

hearted EreohtheuB, whom once Athena fostered, when the grai~

promaoing earth bore him. aadplaoed 1. Athena, in ~er rich 

BhriD.. and there the BOns of the Athellians propitiate him with 
68. 

bulle 8l1d goats as the year. roll &rQUJld. n 

, The method of worshipplJ1g the goddess in Tro·y may 

refl ect Greek forme, e1 th er as a transferred worship or .'ibecause 

a Greek bard would natura1ly tell of the worship as he knew it. 

!rhe Troj8J1 W8men parteI'm the caremoDiae to the mid .. go Idess. 

though appropriate, this aeed not be taken in general significance 

tor in time of war it was ' the part of the woman to 'propitiate 

th. go de while th e men fought. Hecabe Bent ' her maide te 

,ather together the old women of the cit7. She herself 

ohose the most bea.t1:ful. pep18s in her store u.d led the waq. 

"AIld when they oame te the shrine of AthelIa in the upperoi~, 

fair-cheeked Theano. d8l1ghter of 018881 and wife of horse

taming Antenor, opened the aoortJ for than, . tor the Trojans had 

me4e her 'priesteas of Athelia. ..lJld they all stretched out their 

hands to A thaD&. with a w&11 .8Il4tha fair-<iIleeked neano 

56. Ody8~ey VI, 291~2. 58. Iliad II, ~'-551. 5'. Odyssey VII. 79-81. 





13. 

took the robe ani placed it upon the knees o~ fair-haired Athena 
59. 

and. she prqed aDd made a 'VOw to th e daughter o'f great Zeus." 

Her prayer was that Diomede might be overthrown, and her vow to 

sacrifioe in the temple twelve cattle, Sleek and ungoaded, in 

hope that the goddess might pity the wives and children Qf the 

Trojans. Another case of special pr~er and sacrifioe is re

oorded in the Odyssey. When Ath.ena, who came with Telemachus 

to Pylos as Mentor, flies away as a ' bird, Nestor perceives Who 

sh,e is and prays for glory for himself. his sons and his wife, 

and promises to saorifioe "a sleek, broad-browed heifer, untamed, 
60 

which a man has never led. under the yoke", and t ,o gild her horns 

with gold. Shortly after this he pr8\Vs again, pouring out a 
61. 

li bat ion to Athena. The next day th e saori f1 c e is made wit h 

much oeremony. The victim is, brought from the fieldS, the com

paaions of Telemachus caJ.1ed from the ship, ' snd a goldsmith summon-
62. 

ed to gild the }iorns, "and Athena came to meet the sacrifice. 

ADd the old knight, Nestor, gave the gold and the goldsmith. then 

poured it about the horns of the heifer, adorning them in order 

that the goddess might be glad. when she saw the glory. And 

Stratios and goodly EQhephron lea the cow by the horns, and 

!retos came from the thalamoD, bringing water in a shining basin 

and :in the other hand he had barley in a basket. And Thrasymedes, 

staul;lch in battle, having a sharp axe in his hand, stood near 

to cut off the head of 

59. Iliad VI, 297-304. 
60. Odyssey III, 382. 
61. Odyssey III, 393-4 

62. Compare Poseidon's going to the 
Aetheop1ans to meet the hecatomb of bulls 
and goats, Odyssey I, 22-25. Evidently 
there was a belief in the presence of 
the god, visible or invisible, on such 
occaSions. 
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the cow, and Perseus held th e bowl. ADd the old knight, Nestor, 

began the washing and the sprinkling of the barley and he prayed 

lfrervent ly to Athena when beginning, casting the forelocks into 

the fire. But wheA they had prayed and scattered barley, straigH 

wlJ3' Nestor's ron, high-spirited Thrasymedes, standing near, gave 

the blow, and the axe cut the sinews of the neck and loosed 

the strength of the heifer. And the daughters and daught rs-
t I ' . •. ' .~' . 
,-0 •• _ " 

in-law and the honored wife of Nestor, Euridic , the eldest 

of the danghters of ClymenQs, raised a cry. The men the», 

lifting up the head fr~m the wide-way 4 earth, held her and 

Peisistratos, captain of men, cut her throat. Then her black 

blood flowed forth and strength left her bones. Then quickly 

they poured out the blood and. cut off all the thighs according 

yo custom and covered them with fat, laying it on two-fold and 

put on them bits of meat. And the old man burned them on split 

wood and PQured on gleaming wine, and the young men beside him 

held five-pronged forks in their hands. But when he had burned 

down the thighs and. they had tasted the vitals, they cut up the 

rest and pierced them with spits and roasted them, holding the 
. 63. 

sharp-pointed spits in their bands." Such was the ceremony 

of sacrifice. The Pylians also are said to have sacrificed a 

heifer to Athena, praying for success in the war with the 
64. 

Eleians. Diomede, when starting out wi th Odysseus to spy 

out the Trojan camp, makes this vow to Athena. "stand by me 

now willingly and protect me and I will sacrifice to you a year

ling heifer, broad-browed, unbroken which a man has never led 

under the yoke. Her will I sacrifice to you, having gilded her 

63. Odyssey III, 436-463. 64. Iliad XI, 729,736. 
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horns 65. 

with gold." It wauld ap pear from these instances that the 

heifer was the regular offering to Athena, but in one place 
66. 

mention is made aleo of the sacrifioe of goats. 

Athena was reoognized partioularly in libations by 

Te1emachus and his companions on shipboard the first night of 
67. 

the journey to Py1os, also by Odysseus and D~omede in gratitude 
68. 

for sucoess as spies. Again when about to set sail home. 

Telemachus "prayed and sacrificed to Athena beside the stern 
69. 

of his ship." Instances of prayer to her for help wi thQut 

any special act of worship will be tr t d under the t~pic of 

her assistance of certain heroes. 

VI. Important God. 
The importance of Athena among the gods is indicated 

• 

by her close oonnection wi thZeus. She is frequently named 

along with him and Hera and Poseidon and seems to have ranked 
J' / / ' ) If .a / , 

with Apolle. The phrase a. L ra-f) Z e u T c. rraTf.f leal i\vJZVtfl?1 Jrt:ll. 
)/ 1 J 70. . 
117rt1MJV, used in the expression of a wish., i6 comlOOn. 

AgamemnQn remarks, "If Zeus, the aegis-bearer, and Athena grant 
71. 

me to saok Ilium',' an d Hecto r says, "Would that I were thus a 

child of aegis-bearing Zeus all my days and the lady Hera bore 

me and I were honored as Athena and Apollo are honored, so now 
. 72. 

would this day bring utter ruin to all the Argives." That 

Athena was the favorite Child of Z us is indioated in the oom-

plaint of Ares r egarding her, - "But this child you do not chast en 

65. Iliad X. 291-294. 
66. 
67. Odyssey II, 432-433. 
68. Iliad X, 578-579. 

69. Odyssey XY, 222-223. 
70. Odyssey IV, 341.VII 311, XVII 132 
XVIII 235, XXIV 376. 
71. Iliad VIII, 287-8. 
72. Iliad XIII, 825-829. 
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at all either in word or deed, but you urge her on, since _,You 

. 73. 
yourself produced the destructive ohild." Her seat among the 

gods was next to ¥.eus, for when Thetis comes to their caunc1l, 
74. 

she takes a seat beside Zeus, Athena yielding her place. 

She wears his chiton, going to his house as if it were her 
76. 

home,where she ,anne for battle. 

Their relation ~pears in an interesting li~t when 

she is angry with Zeus for aiding the Trojans. She s~s, 
76. 

"Bow he hat es me and fulfils the plans of Thetis." "Indeed 

the time will come when he will again ca.11 me his dear bright-
77. 

eyed." Before that time comes, however, Zeus has occasion 

to threaten to break :the knees of' Hera and Athena's horses 

Blld cast them out of their chariot and break it in pieces, and 

that tan years will not heal the wounds they Shall receive from 

the thunderbolt, "in order that the bright-eyed may know how 
.78. 

it will be when she fights with her father." This is an 

instance of the Clash of wills, in which Zeus is of course 

superior. But Athena and Hera'S ~irit is as .unquenchable 

as his, for they sit apart from him and will not speak to him, 

but mutter and plan ills for the Trojans. Of Athena partioular

ly it is said, "Then truly Athena was silent and did not speak 

at all, being angry with Zeus, her father, and fierce anger 
79. 

seized he'r". At an ther time Athena is vexed because Zeus 

has aSked the gods whether they will allow Hector to die at the 

73. Iliad V, 879-880. 
74. Iliad XXIV, 100. 
75. Iliad VIII, 375-6, 384-7. 
See also Iliad XIX, 365. 

76. Iliad VIII, 369. 
77. Iliad VIII, 372. 
78. Iliad VIII, 406. 
79. Iliad VIII, 459-60. 
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hands Qf Achilles, as it was . long before fated. She tells him, 

in anger, to sav·e Hector if he pleases, but insinuates her un-

dying wrath if he does. Zeus then very gracefully backs down, 

saying, "Have courage, Trito-born., loved child, I did not speak 

at all with resolute purpose, but I wish to be kind to you. Do 
80. 

whatever is your intention and do not draw back." In other 

cases } his partiality is shown incidentaJ.ly in his wa:y of ad-
/ J I 81. 

dreSSing her, e. g. Tt)t:,7/j7/ e)A~~ m~· · ch ild. 

The high rank of Athena is further indicated by her 

assumption in a few instances of prerogatives which belong 

peculiarly to Zeus. On one occasion she sends an omen. 

Diomede and O~sseus were setting forth in the night to spy 

out the Trojan camp. "And to them did Pallas Athena send an 

omen on the right, a heron near their way, and tlley did not see 
82. 

it through the dark night, but they heard its shrill cry." 

Again)with Hera Athena wields the thunder. Agamemnon is 

arming himself and the gleam of his spear is said to shine into 

heaven, "and Athena and Hera thundered at it, ~onor1ng the king 
83. 

of very golden Mycenae." The most startling manifestation 

'of her power, however, is her control of Dawn, whom she prevents 

from appearing, that .Odysseus may have a longer night in his own 

home before he must flee on account of his murder of the suitors. 

"She held the long night in its course and. checked. Dawn at the 

streams of Oceanus and did not allow her to yoke the swift-footed 

80. Iliad XXII, 183-186. 
81. Iliad XIX, 342. 
82. Iliad X, 274-276. 
83. Iliad Xl, 44-46. 
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horses which ,bear light to mortals, Lampos and Phaethon, the 
84. 

steeds which draw the Dawn." 

Athena invaded also the province of Poseidon in 

several instances and controlled the winds over the ses. For 

Telemachus on his voyage to Pylas and on his return from Py10s 
85. 

she sent a favorable wind. It is clear, however, that she 

does not overrule Poseidon in his own sphere, for when he has 

raised against Odysseus a destructive tempest, and Odysseus is 

almost overoome, she does not attempt to suocour him till 
86. 

Poseidon has left the scene. Then ·,: "she made the other 

winds sink and commanded them to cease and all to sleep, but 

stirred up ' lively Boreas and broke the waves before him in order 

that Zeus-born Odysseus might avoid fate and mingle with the 
87. 

oar~loving Phaeacians." 

Some other manifestations of power o f different sorts 

may be mentioned i n this connection. Odysseus, explaining the 

change of his appearance fro m that of a beggar to that of a hero , 

84. Odyssey XXIII, 243-246. Compare Joshua 10:12-13. ~ oshua 
made the sun and moon stand still until the nation had avenged 
themselv~s upon their enemies. 
85. Odyssey II, 42 ,XV,292. . 
sa. Odys ey V. 3S ~~3S7 . Another instance of the restriction of 
h" r a.o iOl1~ by , the 'emnlty of Poreidon to Odysseus occurs soon 
after. Odysseus is now in Phaeaais,. the land of the peopl e of 
Poseidon. He sits in the grove which is sacred to Athena and 
:prays to her to help h~m among the Phaeaoians. "And Pallas 
Athena heard him. But she did not appear before him9for she 
respected her father's brother who was exceedingly angry with 
god-like Odysseys before he came to his land." This can only 
mean that she did not come to him openly as a god, for i mmediate
ly afterward she does aome in the guise of a girl carrying water, 
and renders him valuable a ssistance. O~ssey VI, 328-331. 
86. Odyssey V, 380-381. 
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says , "This is the work of Athena., who drives away the spoil, 

who makes me whatever she wishes (for she is able) at one time 

like a beggar, at another like a young man earing beautiful 

clothing. It is easy for the gods who hold the broad heaven 
88 . 

to beautify a mortal or disfigure him. " In this instance 
e I t" 89 . 

and a former one she uses a wand , f a, (3 t' J S. In line with 

suoh transformations is the shedding of grace or charm over a 

favorite, usually in connection with the bath. Probably the 

idea is due to the freShness and bloom imparted by the bat4. 

After Odysseus had bathed in the stream in Phaeacia, Athena 

made him "taller to see and stouter, and down fran his ead 

hung thick loCks like a hyacint flower . And as some skilled 

man pours gold over Silver , some one whom Hephaistos and Pa11as 

· Athena have taught skill of all kinds and he fas ions graceful 
90 . 

war. s. so then She poured grace upon his head and . shoulders . " 
91 . 92. 

A similar trans£o~mation is wrought in Laertes, in Telemachus, 
93 . 

and in Penelope . In the last two cases the refreshing agency 

was sleep instead of the bath. 

Athena herself when disguised as entor , makes an 

interesting statement as to a limitation of all the gods . She 

s8.¥S , "But . death, the connnon lot , not even the gods can ward off 

from a dear man , when baleful fate of death that lays men low 
94 

overpowers him. " A oase occurs ,however , of Athena's fixing 

the fate of a man. Odysseus trys to warn a suitor, phinomus , 

88 . Odyssey XVI, 2D7-212. 93 . Odyssey XVIII 187- 19 

~~ : g~::~ ~ ' 2~b:23~Iixiii · 157-162. 94 . Odyssey III , 236-238.' 
91 . O~ssey XXIV, 367-369 . 
92 . O~ssey II, 12-13. 
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to get away. "But not thus did he esoape' fate; but Athena 

bound him to be subdued mightily beneath the hand end spear of 
95. 

Telemachus." Again she brings the day of fate to Hector 
96. 

at the hands of the son of PeleuB. 

Athena's powerfulness is' ~poken of in a general way 

in the following passages. A vision sent by Athena to comfort 

Penelope, says concerning the voyage of Telemachus, "Take cour- ' 

age, do not fear too much in your heart, for so great a guide 

goes along with him, one Whom other men ~ray to stand by them, 
97. 

for she is ~ower~l, ?allas Athena." Telemachus says to 

Odysseus, who has asked him if he oonsiders Zeus and Athena 

suffioient helpers for t hem, "These two whom you llame are noble 

helpers', 61 t 'ting on high in the cloUds, and they ruled over all 
98. 

others, men and the i rnmortal gods." This last remark is of 
" 

course not entirely true as applied to Athena, but indicates her 

importance in the minds of men. Her superiority ' to Ares in 

the realm of war will be treated at length in a later section, 

as will also her great power as goddess af mind. 

It remains to name a few epithets expressive of the 
t I ' 99. 

honor in which the goddess was held. 7i() tJ L~nv, most gloriOUS, 
, !"' / ' 190. 101. l / 102. 
ffJLJ~l/ll.(, far-famed,rr!rVitl , rev ered, 1i£)!f1tY~£JY, glorious god. 

95. Odyssey XVIII, 155-6. ' '1 . / ( 
9J6. )liad XV, 612-~:J#. Thp EfX,P,ression. here is,,,ff {tl;C' t1L 
£:rr:~"'lI, · #lfJrl)lp.y ~,u~1 , .. flr1t''rllf!L be l Dg the wor.a regularly 
used ., fs>r , stirri:Q.g .,up-wa:n , it is evideDt that Athena is thought 
of as bringing fate only as the inciter of war. 
97. Odyssey IV, 825-828. 
98·. Odyssey XVI, 263-265. 
99. Iliad IV, 515, Odyssey III 378. 
100., Homeric Hymn to ?ythian Apollo, 130. 
101. Iliad VI, 305, The.o'goilia 925. 
102. Homeric HymD to Athena, I. 
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VII. Goddess of War. 
Evidenoe that we, was a ~eo1a1 province of Athena 

103. 
has already been cited. ~he diSOUBsion of her in this func-

tion at this point will not be eXhaustive, but will be supplement -

ad by 8 comparison of her with Ares. As further evidence that 

she was regarded primarily as a gpddess of war, we have the 

following. Zeus s~s to Aphrodite, "Bot to you,my child,are 

works of war given, but these all shall be the care of swift 
104. 

Ares and Athena." It is said of Diomede that "he attacked 

Cypris wi th pitiless steel, knowing that she was a cowardly 

goddess and not of the goddesses who rule the war of men, 
. 105. 

neither Athena nor c1~-waBt1ng Eayo." When Athen~ leaped 

like a star from heaven to earth, "Each man said to his neigllbor, 

'Truly again there will be evil war and dreadful battle din or 

alse Zeus has shown kindness to us both, he who as oontroller 
1 106. 

of the war of men has made it." ~hough in this -oase the 

oontrol of war is referred back to Zeus, Athena is his recognized 

agent. Hesiod, in telling of AthenaJ·s birth, said, "He produced 

from his head the bright-e.yed Trito-born, terrible, strife-en

gendering, leader of the army, tireless, revered, to whom the 
107. 

battle din and wars and battles are dear." She was described 
108 

as fully armed at birth, armed and war-like as portrayed on 
109 

Heraolee' shielQ" an,d a divine warrior as respeots her attributes 
110. ~ 

of dress. 

103. Homerio Hymn to Aphrodite, 8-15. Sec. I, above. 
104. Iliad V, 42~-430. 
106. Iliad V, 330-333. 
106. Iliad IV, 81-84. 
107. Theogonia, 925-6. 
108. Homeric Hymn to AtheDa~ 5,6, 9,15. Seo. ~ above. 
109. Shield of Heraeles, 197-200. See.III, above. 
110. Section III above. 
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The impression of a warlike divinity is enhanced by 

the number and frequency of war-epithets, applied to Athena. 

J 1 / Iliad 5. 
are f z.. nJ 11~. Odyssey 2. 

driver of the spoil. Theogon1a 1. 
Shield of Herac1es 1. 

) ' I 
C!.Tfvrw'Vn., 112. 

unwearied. 
Iliad 4. 
Odyssey 2. 
Theogonia 1. 

113. Iliad 2. 
terrible. Theogonia 1. 

J / ) 
f'V~L ""'~A... tY 114. Iliad 1. 

Total 7 • . 

Total 3. 

Total 9. 

saver of the city. Homeric Hymn to Athena 1. 
Total 2. 

) I~ 115. 
, f r f f)ill IPLJlA.t1$ ,strife- engendering, Theogonia 1. 

, I 116. 
ar£(jrf~rt1.f, leader of the army, Theogoni& 1. 

~ / 117 • 
alJt'1e~~4 valiant, Homeric Hymn to Athena 1 • 

. I 118 
~L~).JiOfl.!'f'JlS, the guardian, Iliad 2. 

111. Iliad IV 128, V 765, Vi 269, 279, XV 213. Odyssey XIII 
359, XVI 207~ Theogonia 318. Shield of Heracles 197. 

112. Iliad V 115, 714, X 284, XXI 420. Odyssey IV 762, VI 
323. Theogania 925. 

113. Iliad VI 380, 385. Theogonia 925. 
114. Homeric Hymn to Athena 3. Iliad VI 305. 
115. Theogonia 925. 
116~ Theogonia 925. 
117. Homeric Hymn to Athena 3. 
118. Iliad IV 8, V 908. 
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It is in the Iliad principally that Athena appears 

as the goddess of war. In the ' early part of the story she 
~ . f v · 

acts chiefly as the agent of Hera ' or Zells. She is sent by 
119. 

Hera to restrain the anger of Achilles and again to restrain 
120. 

th e Greeks from retuming home before the fat ·e.d time. She 

is sent by Zeus, at the bidding of Hera, to stir up the Trojans 
121. 

and lead them to break their truce wi th the Greeks~ In 

each case Athena's action is entirely in accord with her own 

inclinations, but it is done on the authority of a higher god. 

Another such instance is mentionai by lestor in a story he tells 
. 

of the fight of t~e Eleians and Eylians. He SB¥B, "Athena came 

running to us from Olympus by·night with the message for us to 
122. 

'arm ourselves." In the fight about Patroclus Athena is said 

to have "led th e strife, coming done from heaven, for far-see-
~ . 

ing Zeus sent her to rouse the Daan1ans, for his mind was 
123. 

changed. " In the last two cases she is thought of as the 

god Whose right is was to assist her heroes, but Who, like all 

the gods, is directed more or ~ess by the will of Zeus. 

The WS\Vs in which Atheoo takes part in war are first! 

inciting men to fi;ht; second, giving than courage and strength; 

third, protecting them from injury; fourth, fighting like a 

warrior h er·self • 

.. Her method of inciting men to fight is il1ustrat ed in 

the following: "She entered the crowd of Achaeans and roused each 

man. And first she spoke to the son of Atreus, strong Menelaus, 

for he stood near, rousing , him, being like Phoenix in form and 

119. Iliad I, 207-8. 
120. Iliad II, 155-6. 163-4. 

122. Iliad XI, 714-16. 
123. Iliad XVII, 543-546. 

121. Iliad IV, 70-3. 

/ 
/ 





voi oe. 'To you indeed, Menelaus, it will be a shame and re-

proach if the swift dogs shall drag ~he faithful comrade of , 
noble Achilles under the walls of the Trojans; but hold your-

. 124. 
self in might and rouse all the host.·n It is to be noted 

that she makes an appeal, by means of speech, to the soldiers' 

bravery. sense of honor, end pride, rather than by some super-
\ 

human means firing him with a desire to fight. A striking 

illustration of her persuasive powers is the caee where in the 

guise of a fellow Trojan she induces Lyaaon, against his will, 

to Shoot Menelaus, contrary to the oaths of truce, and thus win 
125. 

glory and reward. . In SOlOO such way she "roused the Ach.aean 
126. 

"goi:ng through the throng where she coulq. see the loiterers','. 

Again, "Flashing along wi th the aegis sh-e passed through the 

hO,st 0 f Aohaeans urging than on and roused courage in th e 

breast of each to make war and. to fight unoeasingly. Then wa.r 

beoame sweeter to them than "to s~il in the hollow shipe to their 
127. 

native land." This is an approaoh to the id.ea of infusing 

oourage and strength. The following· is a clear oase. Menelaus 

pr8\Ved to Athena for strength to fight about the body of Patroclua 

"And she put streDgth into his shoulders and his knees, and in 

his breast she put the persistenoe of the fly, which, though 

kept off many times from the skin of a msa, is eager to bite, 

aDd the b100d of man is sweet to it. With such oourage ahe 
128. 

filled. hi s heart whio h wa.s black on both 81 des." On one 
. / \ . 

oooasion she Puti2~~rength and. courage, )"Y~j ,t'a, 8(;(f'rrlsJ 

into Telemachus, and Odysseus onoe aSks her to give him these 

124. Iliad XVII, 552-559. 127. Iliad II, 450-454. 
125. Iliad IV, 93-103. 128. Iliad XVII J 567-673l see Slso 
126. Iliad.IV . 514-516 Iliad V, 1-3, Oa.yssey XI v, 216-17. 

See &lao Iliad' XVII, 5~2. 1a9. Odyssey I, 321-2. 





26. 130. 
qualities as she did in the Trojan war. In his prayer fo r 

strength, mentioned above, Menelaus asked also for protection 
131:. 

from the gaits. The office of protector is one often assumed 

by Athena, especially for in,dividual heroes as will. appear later. 

One citation here will illustrate the conception. "Standing 

before Menelaus, she warded off the bitter arrow and turned 

it aside from the skin, just as a mother drives away a ';fly from 
132. 

her sleeping child." 

That Athena was conoeived also as a warrior actually 
133. 

fighting is indicated in the passage quoted above. Again, 

"She seized her stout spear tipped with sharp bronze with 

which, thick and strong, she vanquishes the ranks of heroes wi th 
134. 

Whom this daughter of a mighty father is angry." An example 

of her in this capacity is her combat with Ares which will be 

treated later. She takes the :part of a charioteer for Diomede, 
135. 

assisting him in his contest with Ares. But wren she and 

Hera start to come down from heaven in a chariot, Hera acts as 
136. 

the Charioteer, Athena as the armed warrior. After over-

throwing Ares and AphrOdite, Athena boasts like any human war-
137. 

rior over fallen foes. 

All 0 f Athena's participat.ion in war is as partisan 

of the Greek·s or 0 f certain Greek heroes. She is the recognized 

patron of the Greeks throughout the Trojan war. For example, 

Apollo meeting her on her way down from Olympus asks why she 

has come, adding, "Truly it is that you mB¥ give the Daanans 
138. 

deoisive victor.y, sinoe not at all do you pity the Trojans." 

130. Odyssey XIII, 387~8. 
131. Iliad XVII, 561-2. 
132. Iliad IV, 129-131. 
See al 00 I1i~a. IV, 640- 2. 
137. Iliad.. .XXI., 4.26.~4.33. 

133. Seo. III,Iliad V.745-8. 
134. Odyssey I, 99-101. 
135. Iliad V, 836-857. 
136. Iliad VIII, 374,380,392. 
.1_~8 .• I1tfd .nr , 26-7; see also Iliad 
. V, 0, , 779. . 





26. 

~he truth of the last statement is verified by the case of the 

Trojans' pr~er to ber for help and her unresponsivene~s. 

~hough addressed as saver of the city, in the shrine dedicated 
139. 

to her, "Athena denied their request". When the gods all 

range themse1 ves on one side .or the oth er, Athena is the for e

most on the side of the Greeks, as is Ares on the side of the 
140. 

TrojaDs. This characteristic of Athena will be more apparent 

in the account of her patronage of Greek hero~s. 

In war Athell8. was always victorious; her party was the 
141 

party 0 f success; and she in person triumphs over her rival, Ares. 

The idea is continually expressed in art by the statue of Victory 

held i ,n the hand as her emblem. A literary basis for this con

ception is found in Hesiod. Athena mounts the chariot of 
. I ',I.., 
He~aoles, "having victory end glory (jlLJinV 7iaL iil/dt1S) 

142:· 
in her immDrtal hands." Apollo recognizes her as the god who 

bestows victory, when he says she has come into the battle that 
. 143. 

she may "give the Daanans decisive victory". 

VIII. Goddess of the Arts. 
Athena's province among the gods as teaoher of the arts, 

particu1ar1y women's work, is shown as follows. The orphan 

daughters of Pandareue are bellllg cared for by the goddesses, 

"Aphrodi te cared for them wi th cheese and. honey and pleasant 

wine; Hera. gave them beauty and und.erstanding beyond all women; 
144. 

and Athena taught them to do famous work." In the creation 

of Pandora, !:leue bade Athena "teach her arts, to ply' the loom 

very skilfully •••• and the bright-eyed goddess girded and arayed 
145. 

her .... and ~al1as Athena fitted to her body the whole array". 

inal uding gifts made bf other gods and go ddesses. · 
139 • . Iliad .V.I, .311. . .. 4.:2. ,Sh •. H~r.. ,.339.. 143. Iliad VII, 26-7. 
l4~. Ili$d XX,33,38,48,5 .. 1.144 . . DQssey XX 68-72 145 
·14 . ·. ASe~co~pa:rison . ofA.thena 145. Works · and Lavs 64· 72 76· an Areg. . . . . . jJ tI ". 

• 1. • ~ • • . , 
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Skill of hand of all kinds was referrel back to Athena 

as the patroness of the artisan. It was said of the Trojan, 

Ph.erek10s, that he "understood all cunning work wi th the hands, 
146. 

for Pallas Athena loved him above all." She is named with 
147. 

Hephaistos as the instructor in metal work. The sb.ip .. builder 
148. 

is sai d to have skill "through th e suggesti ons of Athena; n and 
, 149. 

Epeiu8 to have made the ,wooden horse "with Athena". The ex-
)A I _150. ' . 

pre-ssion 11 en rtf L", S J)lft'~ "the slave of Ath.ena", l.S used of the 

workman in instructions for, the making of a plow. 

Athena is conceived also as doing handiwork herself. 

Aohilles, in reply to the embassy, vows that he will not marry 

the daughter of Agamemnon, "not even if she vie in beauty with 
151. 

gol den Aphrodi te and. be equal in handiwork to bright-eyed Athena". 

She" made a. robe for herself and one for Hera which are described 

as very beautifUl. "She cast off at her fatherb threshold the 

fine, many-colored peplos which she had made and toiled over 
152. 

wi th her hands". Hera "clothed herself about with her em,brosiw 

robe that Athena had fashioned, working it delicately t and plsc-
, 153. 

ing in it many things ouriously wrought." ' Heraeles has a 

thorax "beautiful, golden, cUIllling1y wrougat, which :Pallas Athena 
154. 

gave lrl.m", tJ:1'e presumpt:1on being the. t she made it; Blld the lofty 
, 155. 

wall of Heraeles was built by the Trojane with Pallas Athena. 

146. Iliad V, 5!-6l. 
147. Odyssey VI~ 232-234. 
Hephaistos, 2-3. 
148. Iliad XV, 412. 
149. Odysse.yVIII, 492-3. 
Little Iliad. 
150. Works and D8¥S, 430. 
161. Iliad IX, 389-90. 
152. Iliad V, 734-5. 
buildiDg of the ei ty wall 

XXIII, 169-162. Homeric Hymn to 

See Also Proelus ~ exoerpt from the 

153. Iliad XIV, 178-9. 
164. Shield of Heraeles, 125-6. 
155. Iliad XX, 146,-7. Com:pare the 

of Troy by :Poseidon. Iliad XXl,446-7. 
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IX. 'Goddess of Mind. f mnd was ilXlioat ed 
The idea of Athena as god.dess 0, " 156. 

three- fold provinCe. 
in each 0 f th e I6ssages cited above 011 her 

That she was the impersonation of mind is suggested by the name 

th M~TL5 "wisdom" and by the faot that she was born 
of ber mo er, fI , 

from the head of Zeus. In ta"lkiJJg with OdYsseus, after bis re~urn 
to Ithaca, she gives conclusive test1mODY to the superiority of 

her mind ,in the Greek virtues, shrewdness aDd deoeit. She 

. "",_ ' d s in the invent~ tale of him-
praises Odysseus for h1S SULew nes 

self he has just related, sup~osing her to be the shepherd-youth 

of her disgu.ise. Then as the goddess, now revealed, she SSiB, 

n:sut oome let us leave these things, we who both know tricks, 

since you' are far the best of all mortals in oounse~ and speech 

and I am famed among all the gods for wisdom and wiles, n~,(i~ 
\. I ('" l~~. 

qt~L '7t,ef 1(, rr/"Yj, In the same conversation ~ Odysseus suspects 

her of deceiving him, and. she says, "Ever 1s there such a dis

position in your breast. For this ~eason I am unable to leave 
I 158. 

you in distress, because you are discreet and wary and steadfast." 

Suoh a declaration of the reason for the marked. favor Shown by 

her for Odysseus is suffioient evidence of her own character. 

The Iliad being a story of war, Athena naturally appear

ed ohiefly as go~ of war, yet even in that cap~c 'ity we have seen 

t 'hat she aated largely through the medium of mind, ro.using the 
. 159. 

oo'urage of the heroes~ She was also in several instanoes a 

oounsellor. She counsels restraint in Achilles "persuading" 
. 160. 

him by the promise of reward fourfold what he is losing. 

156. Seo. I. 
157. Odyssey XIII, 296-299. 
158. Odyssey XIII, 330-332. 
159. See Sec. VII. ., 

,180, Iliad. I I 207, 213-14 216 
R1~ obttedence, however, ~eemstdo 
ch~efly to fear of disobeying the 
gods • 





More striotly counsel is her advice to. Diomede when he and odysseusl 

are slaying the Trojan allies at night. They are liable to 

stay too long in the enemy's camp and so be discovered. Athena 

says to him, "Bethink you of return to the hollow ships, Bon 

of great-hearted Tydeus, lest some other god arouse the Trojans 
161. 

and you return in terror." In the edyssey, a story of a more 

peaoeful character, Athena is primarily the oounsellor and guard

ian. She comes to Telemachus in the guise of older men who give 

him wise advice in his perlexing situation. As the stranger, 

I~entes. she tells him to call an assembly ·of Ithaoaus, bid the 

suitors scatter to their own homes and his mother, if she de-
162 •. 

sires marriage, to return to her father's palace. H'& him-
163. 

self is advised to set out and learn news of his father. As 

Mentor she helps him oarry out her oounsel. In embarking and 

dis~~arking and in eveI7 move she leads - she is the guiding 
164 

mind. The most striking illustration of her in the oapacity 

of counsellor is the occurrence in Sparta, wh en she presents to 

his mind, as he lies awake at night, a series of reasons why it 

would be well for him to return to Ithaca. The reasons are, 

first, the suitors may consume all his possessions; second, the 

journew he is on is fruitless; third, his mother may be persuad

ed by her relatives t ·o marry and. may take treasure f'rom .his 
165. 

home. She advi ses -<aim al so t on this last account, to :put his 

household in charge of a trust-worthy servant until he has a 
166. . 

wife. These are just such oonsiderations as would mtural.17 

161. Iliad X, 509-511. 
162. Odyssey It 271-276. 
163. Odyssey I, 281. 

164. Odyssey II, 416 .. III 12.29,30. 
165. Odyssey XV, 10-13, 16-19. 
166. O~s6ey XV, 24-26. 





oome, i;c. his circumstances, to a man of judgment. ~he Greek 

oonception is that these wise thoughts were inspired in his 

mind directly by the goddess. Th e mind of Odyssen B, also, 

·was influenced by Athena in the same way. Disguised as a 

beggar he lies awake in his palace. dismayed by the palik of 

vengeanoe before him. Athena comes and reasons away his 

fears. s$.Ying just such things as a man reasoning with himself 

q would think. In other words ha--"'infl uenoe is exactly like the 

workings of the mind. She accosts him first with, "Why do 

you lie awake. ill-fated beyond all men? This is your house 

and in it are your wife and. son, such a son as one hopes his 
167. 

son will be." Od.ysseus answers that he hesitates to lmder-

take alone to sl.~ so many men, and aJ.s~ fears the oonsequenoes • 

.A.th~na replies, nJ'oolish man. one trusts even a weaker comrade, 

a mortal who does not know so many wiles. But I am a god and 

I guard you continually in all sorts of troubles. And I tell 

you plainly, if fifty companies of mortal men stand around eager 

to slar us two in war, even then you might drive away their cat

tle and sturdy sheep. But let sleep take possession of .yo~. it 

is a distress to watoh all ni~t. You ehall come forth from 
168. 

trouble yet." The note of encouragement in the last part 

of this speech is often a feature of her cOUDsel. In deeJ.ing 

with Telemaohus as the stranger, Mentes, her efforts were to 
. \ 

rouse his hesitating spirit to self-oonfidenoe and to action 

along the lines of'. WJ.· S" dam. 169 • Wh ,...1.-. en I;).I.J. e, as Mentor • . ie wi th 

167. Odyssey XX,3Z-36. 
168. Qdyssey XI, 45-63. 
169. O~ss~ II. 270-71. 
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Telemachus approaching Nestor and his company on the shore of 

Pylos, she encourages Telemachus to speak freely and promises 

her aid. "Telemachus, you will know some things in your own 

mind and · others a god will suggest, for I think that not at all 
170. 

against the will of the gods were you born and nourished." 

This brings us to a further development of Athena's 

powers in the realm of mind. The import, to the reader, of the 

assurance that a god will suggest what to s~ is that Athena 

herself means to inspire his mind. This idea is borne out when, 

a little later, Telemachus prays to PoseidonJand Athena "put 
171. 

oourage in his heart to ask about the return of his father." 

It is , said. that Od.ysseus would have been dashed in pieoes on the 

rocks of Ehaeacia, if Athena had not put into his mind what to do 
172. 

and given him power of thought. She secures him care by.in-
~ 173. 

flueJloing the mind of Nausicaa, and puts it into the hearts of 
174. 

the l'haeacians, to give him many presents. W'nen Odysseus and 

Telemaohus are planning preparations for the fight with the 

suitors, Odysseus says, "Whenever much~counselling Athena puts 
175. 

it into my mind I will nod my head to you". 

He says toot wh en they begin the fight, Pa11as Athena 
176. 

and counsellor Zeus will confound the suitors." The verb 

used,8tlj~has reference to the mind, "to charm, to encbant". 

The idea is that of a magic influence on the body through the 

mind. The story of this peculiar influeme is as fol10WB. 

170. Odyssey III, 25-28. 174. Odyssey XIII, 120-1,303-5. 
171. Odyssey III, 76-7. 176. Odyssey XVI, 282-'3. See al so 
172. Odyssey V, 425-7, 436-7. Odyssey XXI, 1-4. 
173. See Sec. X. 176. Odyssey XVI, 297-8. 
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"In the suitors Pallas Athena 'roused unconrollable laughter and 

turned their wits awry. And thesq laughed with other men's jaws 

and ate meat defiled. wi th blood, and their eyes were full 0 f tears 
177. 

and their hearts forboded anguiSh." Theoclymenos, a seer, 

observes their awful condition and other portents of inpending 

doom and, wi th a prophecy of their fate, leaves the I>alace. But 

neither hie words nor his action impress the suitors. They 

• laugh and gibe at him an d at Tel emachus merrily and rudely, 

the godd.ess of mind has "turned their wits awry". She is able, 

then, not only to give wisdom but to take it aWfJ3. Once in the 

Iliad a similar circumstance is recorded. Achilles is about 

to reenter the war, and Polydamas urges that the Trojans retreat 

within the city. But Hector is determined to fight in the open 

plain and the Trojans applaud his counsel, "foolish men, for 
. 178. 

Pallas AtheIlB. had taken away thei r jud.gment". A somew11B.t 

similar case was the turning away of Penelope's mind, ' i. e. 

attent ion, so that she shall not observe tbat the old nurse has 
179. 

discovered Odysseus by the scar on his leg. 

We have seen Athena as the shrewdest of the gods, as 

the counsellor who advises and encourages, and. as the inspirer 
I 180. 

and depriver of thought and wisdom. She is called ~olv~ovloSy 
I 181. 

rich in couns·el, and 7r~lVf{:nn.S, of many wiles. As patron 

goddess of heroes she gives much advice which has not been noted 

since it indioates chiefly her character as guardian. 

177. Odyssey XX, 345-349. 180. Iliad V t 260. oays,s ey XVI, 282. 
178. Iliad XVIII,310-11. 181. Homeric Hymn to Athens" 2. 
179. Odyssey XIX, 478-9. 
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x. Patroness of Greeks. 
Athena's patronage of the Greeks in the Trojan war 

was due to two causes, partiality to Greek heroes and hatred 

of the Trojan race. As a Greek god.d.ess she would be expeoted . 

to prefer the Greek race, but she seems to favor them principally 

beca~se she hates the Trojans. Once she expresses pity for the 

perishing Daanans and wishes to eave them by counsel if she may 
l82. 

' not in wa:r. But her active interest in d.estroying the Trojans 

is a far mote apparent feature of her attitude. She and Hera 
183. 

plan evils for the Trojans, end. refuse absolutely to protect the 

Trojans for the reason Hera gives to Poseidon, "We two swore by 

many oaths among the immortals, Pallas Athena and I, never to 
. 184. 

ward off for the ' Trojans their day of evil." Athena preserves 

this attitude unyieldingly as regards the death and maltreat

ment" of Hector. Rer anger with Zeus for suggesting that Hector's 
185. 

life be spared has been ·noted. When his body was subjected 

to abuse by Achilles, it is said that the other god.s wished 

Hermes to steal the body, "but this was not pleasing to Hera or 

Poseidon or the bright-eyed maiden. But they (Hera and Athena) 

oontinued as first saored Ilium was hateful to them and. Pri~ aDd 

hie people, on acoount of the folly of Alexander, who mocked the 

goddesses when they oame to his steading and approved her who 
186. 

gave him deadly lust." This is a reference to the deoision 

of Paris as to the most beautiful of the three goddesses, Hera, 

Athena and Aphrodite, and gives us the primary reason for Athena's 

182. Iliad VIII 33-37. See also 352-3 where Hera says to Athena 
"Shall we no longer be concerned for the perishing Daanans even' 
fQr th~ last time?" 
183. I~iad IV, 29-21,VmII, 457-8. 185. Sec. VI. 
184. Iliad XX, 313-15. . 186. Iliad XXIV, 25-30. 
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. hatred of the Trojans. 

During the sack of Ilium Ajax cornndtted a deadly of

fense against Athena and brought her anger upon the Greeks, 

himself espeoially. The excerpt b y Proolus from the Sack of 

Ilium s~s, "Ajax, the son of Ileus, tearing Cassandra away 

·forcibly, took along with her 1;he zoanoJlof Athena." Also, "The 

Greeks in anger at the wickedness of Ajax, wiShed to stone him 

to death. But he fled to the altar of Athena and was saved 

from the impending danger. Then the Greeks sailed away and 

Athena planned death for them in the sea." This changed att1-

He:rmes tude of Athena is spoken of four time in the ·Odyssey .• 
187. 

says to Calypso, "BUt an their return they o:f~ended Athena". 

The bard of Odysseus sang of "the mournful return of the Achaeans 
188. 

which Pel.las Athena ordained. out of Troy." It is said that 

Agam~mnon Wished, before setting sail, "to offer sacred hecatombs, 

that he might ward off the terrible wrath of Athena. Fo.~elish man, 
. 189. 

he did not know that she would not be persuaded.. ft The fourth 

mention of 'Athena's wrath is in the account of the death of Ajax, 

given Telemachus by Menelaus. Athena's hatred of Ajax is mention

ed as being very great, though Poseidon was the final cause o.f 

his dea.th. 
. / 190. 

Ath~na, the great-hearted, ftLe.ra. 811 ;U~S) is the 

:patroness~ of all the most important Greek heroes. She favors 

, them, apparently, becaus e they are brave men, and. their great 

deed.s are made possible by her assistance. She "gave Diomede, 

son of TydeuB, strength and courage in order that he might become 

187. 
18S. 
189. 

190. 

Odyssey Vt 108. 
Odyssey It 326·7. 
Odyssey III, 144~146. 
lleturns. l.~. 
oay ssey XIII t 121. 

See also ~xcerpt by Proclus from the ' 





35. 

191. 
conspicuous among all the Argi ves and. win noble fame." 

In the case of Diomede Athena's favor seems to be bestow~ 

ed partly for his father's sake. He })r~s h er to stand by him ·8S 

sh e d1 d byhi s fat·her. Her an:swer is, "Have co urage now, soon 

of Tyduus, to fight against the Trojans, for I have ":put your 

·father's fourage within your breast, undaunted, such as the 
192. 

knight, Tydeus, wielder of the buckler had." Again she 

rouses his courage by telling of his father's mighty deeds 
193 

done through her aid and promises her })rotection am good.-will. 

Continually after this DiomaCi e recognizes Athena as his helper. 
194. 

He s8¥s, "Pallas Ath.ena bids me not to tremble." Besi des 
195. 196. 

encouraging him, Athena makes his limbs nimbI at guides his arrow 
191. 198. 

an d his spear, and proteots him from injury. She even gi ves 

him ~ower to recognize the gpds in battle and sets him to fight 
" -" ." 199. 200. 
both Aphrodite and Ares. In the latter case she acts as his 

cllariot eer. Her at ti tude may be due largely to sJ)it e against 

Ares, buj partiality to Diomede is also evinced. Her assistance 

when Di:cunede makes a raid into the Trojan camp in the night, 

is typical of her patronage of heroes. In re~onse to: his 
201. 

pr~er that She go with him, ~e puts stre~th into him to over-
202. 

tak e and strike Dolen, the Trojan spy; when among th e Thracians 
20~. " 

breath es might into him to slay them on every side; makes it 

possi b1e for him to slay the king of the Thracians b~ sending 

191. 198. Iliad V, 853-4. 
192. Iliad. V, 124~126. 199. Iliad V, 129 ... 132, 334-336. 193. Iliad V, 800-813. Compare 200. Iliad V, 626-831. Iliad IV, 387 ... 390. 201. Iliad X, 283-2S0. 194. Iliad V, 256. See also 260. 202. Iliad. A, 366-368. 195. Iliad V. 122. See al so 115-117, 
X 283 ... 290. 203. Iliad X, 482 .... 3. 196. Iliad v, 290-91. 
197. Iliad V, 856-...7. 
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204. 
the latte'r an evil dream, and saved him and Odysseus from dis-

205. 
covery by ad.Vising an early return to the ships. III acknowledge-

ment of her support Diomede and Odysseus, when again among .their 

comrades, po~r libations to Athena, and. it is sm d they intended 

a ea.crifice t but no aocount of it is given. 

That Athena was the patron goddess of Nestor ~ppears 

in his accounts of his exploits whEn he was young ana a warrior. 

In telling of bis victory over Eneuthalion, the champion of an 

apposing a:rmy, he s~s t "And I fought wi th him and. Athena gave 
206. . 

me glory." In the war of Eleians and Pylians he s~s he 

shone .·even on foot among the horsemen, "for so Athena led the 
207. 

fight." She is spoken of once as the helper., with Hers, 

of Menelaus, but apparently only in a general sense as partisan 
208. . 

of the Greeks. One mention is mad.e in the Odyssey of her 

connection with Heracles. ~e tells Odysseus that Hermes and 

Ayhena sent him When he, like Odysseus, had to go down -into Had.es 
209. 

while still aliYe. Hesiod speaks of the sl~ing of the 
210. 

Hydra by Heracles am Iolaus, "according to th e plans of Athena". 

The Shie~d of Heraoles gives an account of her assistanoe of 

the hero in his fight with Ares and. Kyknos. 

treated. in a comparison of the two div1ni'les. 

This will be 

To Achll1es, when he was starting forth to the war, 

his father said., "My child, Athena and Hera will give you strength 
211. 

if they choose." Athena was evidently his recognized helper 

,early in the war, for Aeneas, speaking of a combat with Achilles/ 

says that Zeus d.elivered him or he would have been qonquered 

"by Aohilles and Athena, •••• who going before him made light 

.,204. Il.iad .l, 4~6~7. ',4... . 20~. Iliad XI,. 721. 
206. 1:11aa 1'.; . 509",,5.au.. , ~08 '. Iliad IV,- ;~8; see also V 715-16. 
206. Iliad. VII, 154. NO 9 0 d. XI, 626. 210. Theog. 317. 

211. Iliad X,254~5. 
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212. 
aJld bade him sla7 the Leleges rrsnd Trt<>ja».s wi ta the bronze sword. 

We have seen her as a helper who restrained hxs anger against 
213. 

Agsmemnon. Her next service occurs ss soon ss he lays aside 

that anger and reenters the war. He is bidden by Iris to go and 

stand by the trench and inspire the Trojans with fear, but he 

has no armor in which to fight. "So Achilles, loved of Zeus. 

arose and about his strong shoulders Athena cast her tasseled 

aegis and about his head the divine goddess set a golden crown 
213. 

and from it kindled a gleaming flame." "He stood there and 

shouted aDd Pallas Athena afar off uttered her voice and roused 
214. 

UDepeakableterror among the Trojans". This unusual AODor 

was bestowed on Achilles chief17 for the benefit of the Greek 

warriors who were struggling unsuccessfully over tke body of 

Patroclus. After that body has' finally been recovered by the 

GreE!ks, Achill '. es mourns for his comrade and ref\lses to eat. 

Zeus pities him and stirs up Athena to perform another unique 

servioe. He says, "My Child, you have utt erly left the valient 

hero. 'Has Achilles no longer a place in your thoughts? •••• But 

go distil into his breast nectar and pleasant ambrosia in order 

that hunger m~not aome upon him". Athena, who was "a1ready 

eager", leaps like a falcon from heaven and oarries out the 
215. 

suggestion. SAe is Achilles' protector in his first combat 
216. 

witA Reator after the Qeath of FatrocluB, aDd with Poseidon 
217. 

aomes to his aid when he is almost overcome by the River. 

212. lliad XX. 94-96. See also 191-2. ' 
213. Iliad XVIII ", 203- 6. Compare 227. ' 
214. Iliad XVIII, 2l7 ~la. 
215. Iliad XIX, 342-3. 347"8, 349-354. 
216. Iliad XX, 438-441. 
217. Iliad XlI, 285-6, 302-304. 
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TAe last appearance of Achilles in the Iliad in battle is his 

combat with Hector. The w~ Athena sees him safely through 

this is a good illustration of the Gre~k concept1o~ that a hero's 

deeds are to be credited largely to her assistance. "To the son 

of Peleus came the goddess, bright-~ed Athena, and standing near 

She spoke wi~ged words, 'Now indeed I hope that we two, glorious 

Achilles, loved of Zeus, shall bear great glory for the Achaeans 

to the ships, having Slain Hector though he is insatiate of 

battle. It is now no longer possi ble for him to escape us t not 

even if the far-worked Apollo prostrates himself before the 

father, aegis-bearing Zeus. But d.o you now stand 8ll.d tpk e 

breath and I will go and persuade this man to ~ight against 
218. 

you~" She goes to Hector, who is still running, in the form 

of Deiphobos and pretends that she is his brother come to help 

him; "With subtlety" she leads him on until he faces Achilles, 

who then taunts him, "No longer is there any escape for you but 
219. 

Pallas Athena will subd.ue you under my spear." In the 

actual combat Ach.illes cast and missed. and his spear "stuck in 

. the ground, but Pallas Athena seized it and gave it back to 
22' 

Achilles but escaped the notice of Hector, shepherd of the people1 

Hector then casts his spear and loses it. Turning to Deiphobos 

for another h.e discovers the deceit Slld says, "0 alas, truly the 

gods kave summoned me to death, for I thought the hero Deiphobos 

was beside me, but he is within the walls and Athena has deceived 
221 

me • . :Now therefore evil death has come near me and is not far Of~~l 

218. Iliad XlII, 214-223. 
219. Iliad XXII, 270-271. 
220. Iliad XIII, 276-7. 
221. Iliad XXII, 297-300. Compare 446. 
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Tae favoritism of Athena for Odysseus 1s one of the 

principal themes o:f the Ody esey ~, We are g iv eD the id'aa that 

lie w~s her prime favorite of all the heroes of the Trojan war. 

Menelaus says, "Never, indeed, have I seen gods SO openly fri endly 
222 • 

. as Pallas Athena openly stood by him." Odyssells e~s to 

A.thena. when elle has revealed :berself to him in Ithaca, " I knouv 

this well, tmt you were forrffirl.y kind to me when in Troy we 
223. 

AohaeBlls wages war." ~he Iliad bear out to Borne extent this 

idea of her especial favoritism for Odysseus. Diomede, wh en he 

1s to choose from among the heroes a companion on his spying 
224, 

expedition, chooses Odysseus saying, "Pallas Athena loves 11im." 

Wllen Odysseus and Diomede are setting out on this exploit, OdySB6l1"S 

prays to Atkena, "who art ever beside me in all sorts of toils. 
225. 

Bor when I move do I escape your notice." He was not so 

prominent in combats in the war as Diomede, but once when 

fighting he was struck through his saield and co.relet -by a spear, 

"but Pallas Athena did not let it mingle with the bowels of the 
226. 

man." 

In athletic oontests as well as in war Athena helps 

her favorites. A referenoe is made to her help of Tydeus in 
227. 

this respect. In the funeral games for Patroclus ske gives 

Diomede signal honor in the chariot race and makes Odysseus 

win the foot race. In each case she both helps the hero and 

disables his op!,onent, and. in each the glory of the victory is 
228. 

attributed to her. 

222. Odyssey III, 221-2. 
223~ Odyssey XIII, 314-15; Bee alao 

226 • . Iliad XXIII, 782-3. 
387-391. 

224. Iliad X, 245. 
225. Iliad X, 278-9; 

227. Iliad V, 806-8. 
see also 458 to 464. 
228. Iliad XXIII, 388-93, 398-400,768-63. 





Her car e of odyse~e as ~: set fortlL in tke oay 6S87 1n-

eludes servioes of any sort required by his need. If eke helped, 

;aim duriJlg his long wanderings over the seas, :ae does not know1t 

end eo doee not mention it in telling his tale to the PAaeaoia.ns. 
229. 

He only Bl>eakS of :pr~ing to her once for kelp. As so OD as a 

favorabl, opportunity occurs, however, she espouses his cause 

amollg the gods, saying that llerheart' burna for wise Odysseus, 
230. 

telling of his suffering and pleading his piety. When Zeus 

decrees that he shall now be brought home, Athe:aa begins to plan 

t~e means. She asks that Hermes be sent to command Calypso 
231. 232. 

to release him. After a second request by her this is done. 

Nothing is said of her helping him dn his various trials on his 

way home until he bas nearly reached~haeacia. Then, as we have 
'233. 

related, she helps him get safely to land. She gives him 
234 

refreshing sleep that night and brings Nausicaa to his aid in 

the morning. She causes the maidens to scream and so ' wake 

Odysseus and gives Nausicaa courage to talk with tke stranger, 
235. 

clot1a.e him, and conduct him to the city. She guides him 

through the city to the palace, concealing him from view by a 

mist and giving him information about the PkaeaciSJl l>eople and 
236, 

tke royal family. She inclines the minds of tne Phaeaciaaa 
237. 

favorably to Odysseus 8lld gives kim special beauty and strength. 
239. . 

She appears as a friend in the athletic contest and causes the 
239. 

Pllaeacians to give him much treasure. She comes to him on the 

229. 
230. 
231. 
232. 
233. 
234. 

a Cltssey . . IX" ,315.-17 ; · Qompare 
Odyss 'ey It 48-62. ' 
Odyssey It 82-86. 
Odyssey V, 5-6. 
sect ion IX. 
Odyssey V, 491-493. 

XIII,- ZlQ-19. 285. Oq.. VI, l-320:.~ 
236. O~ssey VII, 14-78. 
237. Odyssey VIII, 7-16, 193-

200. 
238. OdysBey~~, 19-23. 

239. ~~yssey IlII, 120-121. 
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.. 

SAore of ·Ithaca to help hirn conceal tile treasure and plan a 
241. 

course of proceedure for vengeance on tkesuitors. In this 

interview sae meets Odysseus more freely and is more assiduous 

in helping :aim than we have seen laer wi tll aDY other mortal. 

She praises his shrewdness, speaks of lier constant oare .of aim, 

and says she never doubted his ultimate return, but did not wish 

t 1 t t t b ' .... 240. mh t aJ.k b t o quarre wi h Poseidon 0 bring i - a OU~. ~ey a ou 
242. 

vengeance on the suitors and Athena promises her aid. Finally 

she disguises him as an old beggar with skriveled skin and mean 
243. 

attire. She restores bis natural appearance tke ]lext day 

that he may make himself known to Telemachus, and again disguises 
244. 

kim. Except in the matter of disguise Athena's assistazee of 

Odysseus since he reached Ithaca h~s been chiefly in giving coun

sel.When he sits as a beggar in his own house she cares tor him 

in similar ways. She "roused him to gather crusts among the 
246. 

suitors and learn who are righteous and who are lawless" ,and 
246. 

ill his figkt wi th the beggar, Irus, made kim large and strong. 

The next was a peculiar kiJld of s,ervice. "Atllena did not allow 

the kaughty suitors to cease from biting scorn. She wiShed more 
247. 

pain to pierce the keart of Od.ysseus, Bon of Laertes". PerA8I's 

eAe wished kim to be BO thorougQly angered that kis venge~ce 

would be the more unspari~g. She comes aDd makes ligat for 

Odysseus and Telemachus to 'see to put away the armor out of the 
248. 

megaron at night; she prevents Penelope from recognizing ll1m 

241. Odyssey XIII, 298- 305. 245. 
240. Odyssey XIII, 330-32 9 339-41. 246. 
242. Odyssey XIII, 372-396. 247. 
241. Odyssey XIII, 397-403, 429-438. 
244. Odyssey XVI, 157w176, 454- 69. 248. 

Odyssey XVII,362-3. 
Odyssey XVIII, 69-71. 
Odyssey XVIII, 346-7, 
D, 284-6. 
Odyssey XIX, 33-4. 





249. 
when tlte old nurse has discovered his identi ty; and when he 

lies wakeful and d.i stressed. that night, assures kim of her power-
250. 

ful aid.. Her next appearance is at the supreme hour, wken 

t~t aid should be given. She comes in the guise of Mentor into 

the fight with the suitors and chides Odysseus for cowardice, 

adding, "But come hi~ller friend, stand beside iIle and see my work, 

tkat you may know what sort of a man is )delator to rep~ a k111d-
251. 

ness for you among hostile men. w She seems .ere to be about 

to enter the fight aerself as she did at Troy, but instead she 

flies like a bird up to the roof-beam and leaves Odysseus aad 

kis three companions to do the fignting. She interferes only 

to ward off danger by turning aside the spears of tAe enemy, 
262. 

allowing them to do no more injury than slight wOURds. Finally 

elle gives actual help, but in a d.ifferent way from former times. , 
.' 

n Athena stretolled fo rth from t:p.e roof her nlan-destroyiJlg aegis 

and. their minds were panic-stricken, And they fled through the 

megaron like a herd of cows which the gl eaming gadfly lights upon. 
253. 

Blld drives about in the spring season when the days are long." 

The terror of the sui tors makes the rest of the victory easy, 
. 

and Athena is not spoken of again. She restores kim to bloom 
254. 

and beauty that he may convince Penelope that he is her husband, 

am t:be.t nigkt· performs' tla.e sigDal service of retarding the dawn 
265. 

for his benefit. The next morning she cond.ucts him safely 

out of the ci ty that he rtla\V go to the farm where Laertes stals. 

While there he is attacked by a mob of Ithacans. angry over the 

2'9. Odyssey XIX, 476-9. 
250. Odyssey XX, 47-51,54. 
251. Odyssey XXII, 226,236. 
252. Odyssey XX, 256,273. 

253. Odyssey XX, 297-301. 
264. Odyssey XXIII, 156-162. 
255. Oayssey XXIII, .41-246. 
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murder of the suitors. Athena, r~ving been empowered by Zeus to 
256. 

establish peace, aomes to his aid. She is here quite like the 

wat-goddess of the Iliad again, encouraging Odysseus and breath

ing into him great strength. But she do es not allow the conflict . 

to continue long, fo r she "shouted a1.oud. and. hel d back the who1e 
267. 

host. " ~key fl ee in fear to the city and Athena cOlIlImnds 

Odysseus to c ease from war. "Then betweell the two Pallas Athena, 

daughter of the aegis-beariDg Zeus, like in fann to Mentor, 
258. 

made treaties for the future." Thus Athena triumphs, bringing 

h.er hero finally out of all his troubles and. leaving kim .at peaoe 

in his fatherland. 

But Athena bas been mindful not only of the interests of 

Od.ysseus but has also taken it upon her to plan for his son, 

Telemachus and help him to win honor. As soon as Zeus consents 

that Odysseus sball be allowed to return to his home, and she 
" 

has plslllled that Hermes be sent to Ogygis to require his release, 

Athena continues, "But I shall go to Ithaca to rouse his son yet 

more and put courage in his breast to SurnIT,on the long-haired 

Achaeans to an assembly and. denounce the suitors, wllo are oontinu,:", 

ally slaughtering his hudd.ling flocks and rolling-gaited,crooked

horned oxen. And I will s end him to Sparta a.nd to sandy :Pylos 

to learn of the return of his father, if perchance he m~ hear, 
.. 259 • 

Blld to win a good fsme among men. n These things she accomplisllee 

in the guise of Mentes and Mentor. Coming first as I~entes, 

the Taphian, who has stopped on a voyage of trad.e to visit hi s 

old friend Odysseus, she rouses in the mind of Telemachus a hope 

256. Odyssey XXIV, 472~488. 
267. Odyssey XXIV, 528~536. 
258. Odyssey XlIV, 539-549. 
259. Odyssey I, 88-96; compare nIl, 422. 





44. · 

that his father 111S3 ati lJ.. be 1i nug, and sug gests to him tke 
260 • 

. oourse of act ion outlined above. TAen as Mentor, t1i.e old 

Itho8l1. eke helps him carry out tll.e plan. She co zoos to :aim 

~ on the shore, st ir.s his father' sapiri t in him and. promises 

to fu.:m1sh a ship and crew for the voyage. Next in the likeness 

" of Telemachus she gatherBa crew, secures a Slip and makes it 
261. 

ready. She causes the suitors to become confused. wit. Bleep 

and drunkenneBs, so that they may not notice tlle d.eparture of 
262. 

Telelllachus, and.. embarking wi th him as Mentor. sends a favorab1e 
26~. 

wind. When tkey disembark at Pylas and wlrlle there her service 

con·sists in encouragement and advice to the young man. Likewise 

at Sparta. where ella comes to him in a dream, she gives informa-
264. 

tion. advice, and promise of protection. She has been con-

stituted iis guardian by Zeus to wAom eke complaiAed of tke plot 
265. 

against lUm made by the suitors. Concermllg tlJ.ls plot she 

warDS Telemackus and adds, "But I do not think tl1ese things shall 

oome about. Sooner sb.al.l the earth oonceal some of the suitors 

Who devour your substanoe. But keep your well-built ellip 

wi thout the islands and. sail at night as well, and. one of the 
266. 

immortals. who guards and :protects you, will send a willd." 

On reaclung Ithaca Telemachus finds his father a. ~ tae swine

herd's hut, and from tQis time on Atkena's care of Telemach~s is 
267. 

merged with her care of O~sseus. 

260. 
261. 
262. 
263. 
264. 
265. 
266. 

O~ssey I, l03~~20. 
Odyssey II, 383-392. 
Odyssey II, 395-6. 
Odyssey II; 420-21. 
Odyssey XV, 10-42. 

267. There is one exception to this 
statement. when Athena sli.lds a 
wondrous charm over ~elemaahuB as 
ke goes through the streets at 
Ithaca. Odyssey XVII, 63-4. Odyssey V, IB-!t9, 25. 

Odyssey XV, 28-35, compare i 
292. n A th ena sent a favor abI. e wind. ~ 





To Penelope also, as the wife of Ody-sseuB, Athena 

often gives especial care. Three times it is said that eke 

"wept fo r her dear la.USbBDd, O~S8.US J until bright-eyed AtkeD8 
268. " 

poured sweet sleep upon her eyelids." When she is grieving 

for Tel anaahus, who she fears will never retum to her, the old 

nurse oounse1s, "Pr~ to Athena, daughter of the aegis-bearing 
269. 

Zelle, for · ah.ethen may eave him from death. n That even the 

aervan t recognizes Atb.enaas their reliance would 1mi oate that 

she was regarded as the 18tron goddess of the house. In response 

to her :pr~er Athena makes a phantom like a.frl end of :Pel'J.elo:pe~ 
270. 

come and comfort her in her sleep. When O~sseue ·1s in the 

palaoe in disguise,. "bright-eyed Athena, the goddess, put it 

into the heart 9f the daughter of Ioarus, wise Penelope, to appear 

to. the Suitors that she might especially open the heart of the 

aUi t bra and become more honored by ller husband and SOD than sil.e 
271. 

was before." Athena .then puts .ller to sleep and mak~s her 

lovely to behold, taller and larger and whit er than ivory, wi th 
272. 

· cheeks blooming and anoints . her wi th ambrOSia. 

We lave seen Athena hat1~ the Trojans, helping tl1e 

Greeks, making heroes of Diomed.e and Nestor, watching over 

Aohilles, and caring for Odysseus and his whole family. We 

now tak e a temporary leave of Athena and turn to the discussion I,; 

of Ares. 

268. Odyssey It · 363-4, XVI, 450-51, XIX, 602-604. 
269. Odyssey IV, 753-4. 
270. Oayssey IV, 801, 
271. Odyssey XVIII, 168-162. 
272. Odyssey XVIII, 187- 196. 
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1. 

ADDENDA. 

Daughter of' Zeus. 

Iliad VIII 384, X 29 6, 553. 

Odyss6W II 296, 433, V 382, VI 322, XIII 190, 300, 318, XXIV 518, 

521, III 42, 394, IV, 752, XlII 252, 371, XXIV 529, 547. 

Homeric H~ to Aphrodite 8. 

Shiel d of Heracl es 126, 443. 
I 

\. ,t) I 
~L~S (;'vraT"fJ Dau ghter of Zeus. 

Iliad II 548, IV 12f3', 515, V 765, 815, VI, 269, 279,304,312, 

XV 213. 

Odysse,y III 378, XIII 359, XXII 205, XXIV 502. 

Shield of Herac1 es 197. 
" I A Ltl.! t!1t' "t Child. of Z au. s. 

Iliad I 202, II 157, Y. 115, 714, 733, VIII 352, 427, X 278, 284, 

xn, 420. 

Od.yssey IV 762, VI 323, 

Homeric Hymn to Athma 17. 

) / 
IJ ~fLfL" lTd--Tf'1) Daught er of a might y fat l1. er. 

Iliad V 747, VIII 391. 

Odyssey I 101, XXIV 540. 
I 

'!ftrJy£'YCZ'J Trito-born. 

Iliad IV 515, VIII 39, XXI 183. 

Odyssey III 378. 

Theogonia 924, 895. 

Shield of Reracles 197. 
1. To page 3. 
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ADDERDA. 

""" 11 p., tJ It ~ TrI..SJ Bri gh t ... eyed. 

Iliad I 206, II 446, 279, 166, 172, IV 439, V 29, 133, 420, 719,79Z 

825, VI 88, VII 17, 33, 43, ~ YIII 30, 367, 406, 420, I~ Z90 ) 

X 482, 553, XI 729, nIII 227, XX 69, XXII 177, 214, 236, 

XXIII 769. 

Odyssey I 44, 80, 156, 178, 221, 314, 319, 364, II 382, 393, 399, 

420, 433, III 13, 25, 218, 229, 330, 356, 37l, IV 795, V 

427, 437, VI 13, 24,41, 47, 112, VII 19, 27, 47, 78, XI 

626, XIII 236, 287, 329, 361, 374, 389, 392, 420, XV 9, 

~92, XVI 451, XVIII 158, 187, XIX 604, XX 44, XXIII 240, 

344, XXIV 516, 518, 540, 541. 

Homeric Hymn to Fythian Apollo 136, 14~. 

Homerac Hymn to Aphrodite 8, 94. 

Homeric Hymn to At hena 2, 40. 

Tkeogonia 573, 888, 895, 924. 

Works and Days 72. 

Shield of Heracles 325, 343, 455, 470. 

1. To page 3. 
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OUTLINE-:-. 

I. Intra d.uoti on. 

II. God. of War. p. 1. 

III.The War Spirit Personified. p. 4. 

IV. As Warrior. p. 7. 

V. Inferior God. p. 10. 

VI. Worship p. 13. 





1. 

I. 

ARES. 

The sources of information for the discussion of Ares 

are the same as those stated for · Athena. We shall find that -' 

he is the war god and a personification of war; that he engages 

in combat, with all the vicissitudes of a mortal warrior; and 

that he 1s an inferior god in character and in power.' 

II. God of War. ) I, 
The term !VVaAltJ5; warlike or the.war-god, is applied 

to Ares definit ely in two places. It is said that Rector put 

on his armor fer battle "and terrible , Ares, the war-god, en-
1. 

tered into him". Again,Askalaphos is spoken of as the"son of 
2. 

the war-god."and afterwards called the son 0 fAres. Ares is 

classed with Enyo, the war-godd.ess; as f ollows, "Then Ares and 

dread ,Enyo lea. them on, she having shameless tumult of battle 

and Ares having in his hands the huge spear rBllged now before 
3. 

now behind. Hector". Zeus says to Ares, "You are the most 

hateful to me of all the god.s who hold Olympus, for ever str1!e 
4. 

and wars and battles are dear to you". 

Little idea is given of his appearance and that little 

is simply descriptive of a mighty warrior, for example his repre

sentation on the shield of Heraeles. "And on it stood the swift-

footed horses of Ares 9 made of gold, and Ares himself, wearer 

of the spoil, baneful, having in his hands a spear, calling to 

the soldiers, crimson with blood as if slaying living men as he 
5. 

stands on his chariot". He is spoken of by Hephaistos in con~st 

1. Iliad XVII, 210-211. 
2. Iliad XIII~ 519~521-2. 
3. Iliad V, 5~1-595. 

4. Iliad V, 890-91; compare 
824 and Works and Days 145-6. 
5. Shield o~Herac1es 191-195. 



2. 

G. 
with his own d.eformity as "beautiful and swift of foot"; and. 

by some of the oth er god.s who are ridiculing bim when ensnared. 

by Hephaistos he is called "the swiftest of the gods who hold 
7. 

Olympus." Swiftness is antE of the points of excellence in a 

Homeric warrior. 

The picture of a warrior god is further d.eveloped by 

the series of descript ive war-epithets al)l')lied to him. A 

Homeric Hymn addressed to him opens as follows: "Ares, thou 

that eXQellest in might, weighine down the chariot, saver of 

the city. golden-helmeted, strong-minded, shield-bearing, saver 

of oi ties, bronze-crested, migllty-hand.ed, unwearied, mighty 

with the spear, bulwark of Olympus, father of Victory of suc-

cessful war, helper of Themis, master of enemies, leader of 
8. 

just r~l en, master of manhood," •....• • The epithets most used _ 

in Iliad are, 

&dUffJS) 
9. 

iml)etuous Iliad 10. 

'/ 10. op f l;U OS; mighty Iliad :3. 
I 

11. 
B ~ () J) swift Iliad 7. 

J.A,lll (¢~ Yf,,) 
12. 

b 10 0 d - st ai ned Iliad 4. 

I Xi1 ;", pj 
13 

brazen Iliad 3. 

r~t/ /r/-Yf/· 14. 
wi h s i~eld of tough bull' s hide Iliad. 3. 

7T~J-;u/"crrjs; 
15. 

very warlike Iliad :3. 

6. Odyssey VIII 310. 
7. Odyssey VIII, 330-31. 
8. Homeric Hymn to Ares I-G. 
9. Iliad. V, 30, 35, 355,454 ',,507, 830, x:v 127, 142, XXI 406, XXIV, 
lO.Iliad V 845, XIII 521, XV 112. 498. 
11.Iliad. V 43, XIII 295, 328, 528, ;C1II 72, 536, XXIV 260. 
12.11iad V 31, 455, 844, XXI 402. 
13. Iliad V 704, 866, VII 146. 
14.Iliad V 289, XX 78, XXII 267. 
15. Iliad. V 289, ~x 78, XXII 267. 





2' . 

other adjectives descriptive of the warrior are, 
V . )" . 16. 

rf/",J.."rL7T'A.->7S) stormer of walls 
, r: d / "17. 

()I., Y (/ f ~ Y ti v tJ ~ man-slaying · 

! 
_ 18. 

eL 7/ t S terri ble 
c / S 19. 

fL 'Vd rtf tJ ~ shield-piercing 

Iliad 2. 

Iliad 2. 
Shield of Heracles 1. 
Iliad 1. 

Iliad 1. 
) V / / 20. 
e r ~ e /~ ira../t.?'~ brandisher of the spear Iliad 1. 

21. 
(JfL n 7rtJ () S loud shouting 

/ 2~. 
;La. () crr~ ~J saver of the people 

!T ,). tlf L t1S :huge 23. 

iV4-f'7IittJ$ bearer of SPOil
24

• 

(JfLr~~tll.gd.own .the chariot . 25. 
/ 26. J. f'1I (r-n-VL p~ with reins of gold 

16. Iliad V 31, 455. 

Iliad 1. 

Iliad 1. 

Iliad 1. 

Shiel d of Heracl es 1. 

Shiell of Heracles 1. 

Odyssey 1. 

17. Iliad IV 441, XVII 259, She of Her. 98. 
16. Iliad XVII 211. 
19. Iliad XXI 392. 
20. Iliad XV 605. 
2l. Iliad XIII 521. 
E~. Iliad XVII 396. 
23. Iliad VII 208. 
24. !h. of Rer. 192. 
25. She of Her. 441. 
26. Odyssey VIII, 285. 





Hi s great ei ze suggested in th e epi theta ~fLq"'~ft"~/OS and rreldfLtJSJ 

is i'tlrther brought out when, being wounded by AthellB. and Diomede , 

he is s a.i d. to have roared "as loud as nine or ten thousand men 
Z1. 

in battle, joining the strife of war." AgainJwhen w~und.ed. 
28. 

by Athena, "falling he covered seven !)lethra. n 

He is not thought of as having decided partisan inter-

est in war. He is simply the go d of war in general. "The 
., 29. 

war-god(c.vuL)-l.tJs) is common and he slays the s18¥er." Yet in 

the Iliad he figures as the helper of the Trojans at the instiga

tion of Apollo. "Impetuous Ares covered. them, being a helper 

fo r the Trojans, ranging eve:rywhere, and he fulfiled the charge 

of :Phoebus Apollo of the gold.en sword., who bade him arouse tl.l.e 
3Q. 

spirit of the Trojans". When the gods all take sides he goes 

among the Trojans and shouts like a gloomy tanpest as he runs 
31. 

to and fro among them. In his capacity as their helper he 
32. 

assi sts part icularly their cllampion,' Hect or. 

He stirs up the TrojaDS,going mnong them in the guise 

of Akamas t leader of the Thracians J and. asking how long t::a.ey 
33. 

will perIni t the Achaeans to slay them. He also "roused the 

courage of IJenelaus in order that he might be conquered. by 
34 

Aeneas", and. he entered. into Hector and. filled his limbs with 
35. 

courage and strength. lie helps warriors t then, 'both by mental 

stimulous and by filling them with his warlike spirit. 

27. Iliad V, 860-861. 
28. Iliad. XXI, 407. 
29. Iliad. XVIII, 309. 
30. Iliad V, 507-511,: see also 

31. Iliad XX, 38, 61-54. 
32. Iliad V, 590-95, 604, 699-

702; see also V,830-34. 
760-61. 33. Iliad. V, 470. 

34. Iliad V, 563-4. 
35. Iliad XVII, 211-12. 





4. 

III.The War-Spirit Personified. 
Certain words and expressions applied to Ares sug-

gest a personification of the spirit of war ratker than abei~ 

governed by intelligence, as were most of the Greek gods. Atlle.na 

charges Diomede, "Smite senseless in kand-to-kand combat impetu

ous Area. this raging fellow, evil incarnate, inclining first to 
36. 

one aide then to tke other, ~: •••• ". Hera says that Ares has 

destroyed a great company of Achaealls . "raellly and. not according 
37. 

to order", and calls him ~'~:ai6 sens eless one, who knows :no law", 

set on by Apollo and. Aphrodite; ' just as the fighting instincts 

of a savag·e would be roused. He is the god who must be sated 
38. 

with blood, an d. is deecrib ed a1eo as) J!tt.-itJJ 7T t11if"'dL.tJ) insatiable 
. 3 9 • ) / ) "" . . 40 • 
l.ll war, and tN]i{)f'YJ r~j ~1I711S.) l.nsatl.able of the battl e cry_ 

Fear and Terror(L1eZ,.u-"s and QtJ(J,,~ are portrayed beside him on ' 
. 41. 4:2. 'l 

the shield of lierac1es, and he commands them to yoke his .arees 

when he is· going into battle to avenge the death of Askalaphos •. 

They come, aJ. eo, bringing hi s chariot when he hae been wounded 
43., 

by Heraoles. These are not only the attendants of the War 
44·c Spirit, but T_error is called his son. C-fLS) strife, al so, 

45. 
is called his sister. The relation of tkese symbolic divinities 

to Ares increases tbe impression of him as a raging, s6ll.seless, 

1aw1ees, incarnation of war. 

A. series of epithets applied to kim are really meta

pkorical, transferred from the conflict itself. 

36. Iliad V, 830-Z4. See also Sh. Her. 98;..101. 
37. Iliad V, 757-761. 

\ 38. Iliad V, 289T XX, 78 t XX 267. 
39. Iliad V, 388, 863, VI, 201, .Sh. Her. 59; see also Sh.Rel': 101. 
4.0. She of Her. 346. 43. ' Sh. of Her. 463-466.°. ,. 
41. Sh. of Her. 196-6. 44:. Iliad nIl, 29·8-300. 
U. Iliad XV, 119-120. 4.6. Iliad IV, 440-441. 





5 

45. 

~fPTdlJL ,Is) 
Iliad 12. 

bane of mortals. Odyssey 1. 
She of Her. 2. 

Total 15. 
Ij" 46. 

,1VA."S.J ban eiUl. Iliad 2. 
She of Her. 2. 

Total 4. 
J / 47. 
a L !hl"s destructi vee Ody saey 1. 

/ 48. 
Tr i J )... L TT ~ f 8 J S) wast er of ci ti es. Iliad 1. 

.J' / 49 • 
al (. rtlytJ ~ painful. Iliad 1. 

The last is used in a passage where tke name Ares is a metaphor 
50. . 

for a woUlld. 
So entirely did Ares represent war to the Greek mdnd 

taat in thirty-five cases in the Iliad and Odyssey the ll8me is 

used as ·a metaphor for war. or battle. In two of these the idea 
51. 

of personali ty is retained. In the others the meaning ranges 
52. 

from an indefinite force or power, to the simple idea of the 
.. 53. 

present strife. By far the greater number of cases have 

""" J )~ the meaning war in a general sense, e. g. jA.--tLJA--dt/ /1f"'tJ .~ 54. 
'I YA 56. ' /.M4 

tumult 0 f war, er rt1Y "fn ~j) a work of war 'fA'tt1e,..~tt~ /lfJt() 56. 

to fight in war. Some adjectives are used with Ares when it 

has this metaphorical sense. 
) (, / 57 • 
~ ,t l) S . ke~:n ' , .~ · 

I -' ,I <r , . I, 5.8.. 
7T IA..U ! a../i ~V S) very teari'uI"~'-

. . / 59 
rri() r €.-f tJ S) hateful. 

)/ 60. 
d (Jf L fL t1 SJ mighty. 

Iliad 6. 

Iliad 2. 

Iliad 2. 

Iliad 2. 

Only the last is 'used also when the name denotes Ares the person. 

45. Iliad V 31, 455) 518, 84 6, 909, VIII 349, XI 295, XI~ 130, . 
XIII 298,802, LV. 46 , XXI 421. Oclyss ey VIII 115, ' Shield of 
Heracles 333, 425. 

46. Iliad V 461, 717, Shi el d of Her acles 192, 441. 
47_. , OQ.Y.ssey VIII 309. 
48 I ,l .iad. XX .15.2. .. 49. Ilia. d XIII 569. 





· 6. 

Besides thususillg his name for war, the Greeks coined from it 

adj ecti ves as follows: 
) I 61. 
a,fn LOS warlike Iliad 24. 

Odyssey 5. 
Shiel d. of Herf}cles 3. 
Homeric Hymns. 1. 

~tn(¢Ll~~ d.ear to Ares
62

• Iliad 19. 
Odyssey 4. 
Thea gOnia 1. 

J I 
a.f')1LBtJ,,~ swift in war 
~ ~ I 64. 
a,fiJL 'j'tl rt7~ slain in war Iliad 1. 

Odyssey 1. 

63. 
Iliad 2. 

) I 65 
a,f"n L JiTt£)itrt? ~ slain in war Iliad 1. 

50. Iliad XIII 569. 
51. IJ..;iad III 128, VII 241. 
52. Iliad XVII 529, XIII 444. 
53. Iliad II 381, 385, V 861, XIV 149. 

.: Total 33. 

Total 24. 

54. lliad II 401, VII 147, l.'VI 245, XVIII 134. 
55. Iliad XI 734. 
56. Iliad XVII 490. 
57. Iliad II, 440. VII 230, VIII .521, XI 836, XVII 721, XVIII 

304. XIX 237 • 
. 58. Iliad VIII 516, XIX 318. 
59. Iliad II 381, XVIII 209. 
60. Iliad XIII, 444, XVII 529. 
61. Iliad. II 698, 708, III 339, IV 98, 115, 195, 205, 487, 501, 

800, XIIIO~, XIII 499, XV 381, 540, XVI 42, 166,179,193,311, 
XVII 79, 352, XVIII 200, XX 317, LU 376. oay ssey III 109, 
167, XVI 284, XXIII 220, 668. She of Her. 2, 66. Hor!1eric 
Hymn to Ares, 11. 

62. Iliad III 21, 52, 90, 96, 136, 207, 232, 253, 307, 430, 452, 
457, V 561, VI 75, IX 550, XVI 303, XVII.l,11,13S, 319, 336, 
346. Odysse~l XV 169. Theagonia 317. 

65. Iliad VIII 29a, XX 167. 
64. Iliad XIX 31, Odyssey XI 41. 
65., Iliad XXII 72. 





7. 

IV ••• ,,,rr.l or. 
Tke highest praise that could be given to a Greek 

warrior was to be likened to Ares. This is shown by the 

frequenoy of expr essi one of CO IllPsri son. They occur as follows: 
- 66 ' 

~T").,~7/iJS 'fo1fnL ) peer of Are8~ , ,~Iliad 11 • 
. ,' ~ 67. . , I, , ' .' , 

, lrDJ '14 f"l} ~, l1ke Ares. Iliad P .. ," 
Ody~se7 1. 

peer of Ares ,. Iliad 1. ,~ ' 
t; ) 1 ..68. ' * ' 

, L:~~.J CYV~/f..!'fj like tll e war-god. ' Iliad 1. 

J'tdj f4f"~ stoc k of Ares. Iliad ~. 
She of Rer. 1. 

" 
'r ' '''' 7 

0 
• f II· d 2 VL ~s /'1fl1"~ son 0 ' Ares. l.a ~ 

Total 10. 

~, /71. 
Z/l.,OS eyvdt . .1,/tt1L~ eon 0 f tll e war-god. Iliad 1. 

I )/A' 72. 
, &Cfa,.JTt1Vit.S nf'n I~ servants of Ares. Iliad S. 

73. 
AgamemnOll was eai d. to be "like Ares in girdle". Twioe a 

74:. 
warnor is desori bed as going int 0 batt1 e "as Ares go es" .•. 

76 
t1Like .Aaf.~~s Odysseus went to th e house of Deipkoboa", during 

, ,.1 ,\: 

, the) saok 0 fTroy. Hector, also, "raged as when Ares, t~e braDd
. , 76. 

isherof the spear • rages". 

6,6. Iliad. II 627, VIII 215, XIII 295, 328, 500, 528, XV 302 

XII 784, XVII 72, 536. ~Iliad XVII, 269. 

67. Iliad Xi 604, XII leO, XI 295, XIII 802, xx 46. oa:. >,'VIlI 115,. 
' is. Iliad XXII 132. ' 

09. Il1adI1 640, 663, 704, 745, 842. III 147, XII 187, .xx 2~e, 
',. .;nIl 841, XXIV 474. She of Her. 181 • 

. 70. Iliad II, 512, mx 82. 
71. Iliad XIII, 519 . 
72. Iliad II, 110. VI 67, VII 382, VIII 79, X 228, XV 733, llZ 

73. f1iaI8!I 479. 
7'. Iliad VII 20e, XIII, 298. 
76. O~s8ey VIII 517-18. 
76~ I11ad ,XV 605-6. 





. 8. 

. 
Ares in disguise enters tl1e .war of mell and. takes part like a 

mortal warrior. Diomede sB\Vs about Hector, "Yet there is ever 

beside him one of the gods who ward.s off d.estruction, and now 
77. 

Ares ill. th e 11k aneae of a mortal man is beside kim." He fi ~l ts, 

apparently, along with Heoto,r. "And the Argives ne1tker tun;ted 

back toward the black skips at the ckarge of Ares an~ bronJe~ 

arroored. Hector,nor did they bear forward in battle. but fell 

back steadily when they learned of Ares allong the Trojaus. Who 

then was the first and who the last mom Hector, SOD. of Priam, 
78. 

and brazen Ares slew ill fight?" Tllat 11e was conoeived of as 

taking part in the. actual fighting like any mortal warrior is 

further shown· b~" the follmwing passage: "Ares ill trutll was 

, despoiling huge Periphas, . by far tke bravest 0 f the Ai tol1ans, 

th~ glorious sono'! Ocla9sios. Him was bloodstained Ares str~pp-

illg. 'r •• AI ••• And when Ares, bane of mortals, saw noble Diomede, 

\ tmly he left huge l?eriplaes lying where first he slew him and 

~ok away 11is life, and 11e went straight at Diomede, the la.orsetam

er. And when th ey drew near, coming agai nst pIle another, Ares 

first aimed. a blow above tke yoke and reins of the horses} eager to 
79. 

take away hie life." He is wounded by Diomede with the aid 
80. 

of Athella just as a mortal could be. He is wounded &1 so by 

. Heracles wken he is trying to avenge tl1e death of his son, KyknoB. 

"The SO~ of Ampkytrion, insatiate of the terrible war-cry, wounded 

kim with strength 8S he came on, where he ' was unprotected b'y the 

culmingly wrought shie'ld. And th e great spear, guided by the 

·77. Iliad V 603-604. 
78. Iliad V 699-704. 
79. ·Iliad V 842."",844, 846-852. 
eo. Iliad V 855-S59. 





9. 

' right hand, dashed through his flesA and. cast Ares down upon 
Sl. 

the ground in the midst." He carried a spear and had a 

!ohariot and swift horses when he was sought by Aphrodite, 
82. 

reatins~ : outside the battle. He lends her thechari.ot and 
. 83. 

horses and no mention is made of his using than in the war. 

After lLia combat wi th Heracles, however, when he lies wounded 

upon the ground, "Fear and Terror drove the well-Wheeled Chariot 

an d Aorsea near immediat ely and to ok him from 0 ff the broad-

wayed earth into the chari ot. And then straightway they two 
84. 

lasla.ed th e horses and they cam e to Olympus." 

The picture of the god as a warrior is completed by 

the association 0 f him wi th his mortal sons, Askalaphos and 

Xyknos. Concerning t:Q.e former, Hera sB\VS to the gods "'Now a1-

ready, I think, woes have been fashioned. fo r Ares, for his son 

Aas perished in battle, Aska1aphos, tke dearest of men, whom 

rnigllty Ares says is his son'. Thus slae spoke, but Ares smote his 

lusty thigh.s with his palms and mourning said, 'Do not blame me ." L 

:now. ye who have Olympian homes, if I go to the ships of the .. 

Achaeans to avenge the death of my son, even if it be my fate 

to lie smitten with the thund.erbolt of Zeus among the corpses ill 
85. 

the blood and dust'". Regarding Ares and Kyknos it is said 

that Heracles "slew Knknos, the great-hearted son of Ares, for 

he found him in the precinct of tbe far-darter, Apollo, and also 

81. Shield. of Heracles 458-462. 
82. Iliad V 355-356. 
8~. Iliad V 363. 
84. Shield of Herac1es 463-466. 
85. Iliad XV 110-118. 





10. 

liie fatker Aree, insatiable in war, both gleaming in armor 
, 86. 

like a flame of blazing fire, and standing in a chariot". 

"And tll.ey came forwa.rd at the same time like fire;, or a whirl

wind, Kyknoe, the horse-tamer, and Ares, insatiate of the 
87. 

battle skout". He does not seem to aid Kyknos in the combat, 

but after Kyknos has been slain, tries to avenge ·his destk. 

His vengeance was not sucoessful because Athena oaused Heracles 

to wound him, just as in the · case of the death of Askela:phos . 
• 

ahe forcibly ~revellted his attempting vengeance at all, but ilia 

attitude in both cases is precisely li}: e that of a mortal 
88. 

father. 
V. Inferior God. 

Tke inferiority of Ares is well sllown by the story 

of lds cowardice 'Oen wounded by Diomede. "And brazen Ares 

ro ared as loudly as nine or t ·en thousand men in batt1 e sound 

the war-ory, as they join the strife of war. Am at this a 

trembling seized the Arcnaeans and Trojans fearing, so loudly 
B9. 

did Ares, insa.tiable of war, roar." In this terrible out-

cry ke allows a 1aok of the endurance of tke Epio kero, for a 

groan is the strongest eXpression of IBin to which the latter 

, yield~. Ares th eIlcgoes up to heaven elld si tsdown beside LZeuB 

"grieving at lleart. And he showed Ilhe ambrosial. bl.ood flowing 

from th e wound and sp oke piteously." Lik e a jealous cal1d he 

86. Shield of Heraoles 57-61. 
S7. Shield of Heracles 345-346. 
88. Compare the atti tud.e of Zeus when his son, Sarpedon.kas fallen 
in the battle. He allows the Trojalls and Lycians to fight for . 
the body. Slld filially wh en it is captured by t1le Greeks, sends 
Apollo to bear it away out of the confli ct. Iliad XVI 563-8 
Iliad XVI 666-675. · ' 
89. Iliad V 859-863. See a1 eo Iliad xn 416-17 • "And takillg kim 
by the hand Ap~odite, daugkter of Zeus, led Aim away,. groaning 
greatly, and wi tliL difficulty did he gatller ·togetker his spirit." 





oomplai1l8 to Zeue that tlle . gods are all at varifQace beoause of 

Atltena. a-lld that she only is not Sllbj ect to her father nor cbaste.n

ad by kim because slae is his OWJl offspring. He r eoounts haw 

ske has set Diomede t ·o fight tlle immortal gods, 'first Apkrodi te 

ad taan kimself and adds, "But my swift feet bore me out ot 

danger or I sAould As. ve .long suffered wo ~s t~er e among the 

dreadful lteaps of' slain, or Bkould kave lived without stre:ugta 
90. 

beoause of th e blows of the brollse.... Zeus. expresses his C011-

tempt as follows: "'Do not sit by me and wlliJl8, you tUrllooat. 

You are the most kateful tome of all tke gods who Aold Olympus, 

. far strife and wars and battles are ever dear to you. Your 

mother Hera's 8~1r1t is not to be restrained, uayielding • . Her I 

(Sl scaroely rule wi tk words. Tllere:tore I tll1D.k tkat because of 

kar B uggestioJils y6u are suffering tllese tllillgs. But yat I will 

not still lo11ger elldure your euffer1:rag woes, for you are my 

o&11dand to 1113 your mother bore you. But if you were born of 

any otlter god, thus destruotive, lo:ug ago would. you kave been, , 
lower than the'. Ouranians. Tlays he spoke and commanded Paieon 

to :neal him.~ Alitd Paieon laid upon tke wound soothing druge 
91. 

and keel ad 11im, for he was :not at all fasaioned as a mortal ~ !' 

He i e made compl et ely C ont empti bl e when, aft er all us cowardioe 

aDd. the ce:nsure of Zeus, "11e sat down besi de Zeus, rej oioillg 
92. 

in :ais glory." 

90. Iliad V 88~887. 
91. Iliad V 889-901. 
92. Iliad V 906. 
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His mfer iori tyas co rqpared wit 11 the other gods is 

also evident. He is trapped by Hepltaistos, in an amour Wi tll 

Apkrodite, and is made a laughing stock to all tlle gods. Poseidon 

only takes liis 18rt, offering to ~tend good to Heplta1stos for t h e 

fine Ares owes, He is finally released and. goes away without tlae 
95. 

least show of spirit. He was bound also on one occasion by two 

mortals. Dione S8¥B when encouraging Apkrodite to bear her 

wound, "Ares bore it when ,otos and strong EPAialtes, Bons of 

Alo ensf;l bound him wi tl1 a stro ng c:b.ain an d. he lay bound in a 

bronze ~eseel thirteen montlis. Then might Ares, insatiate of 

war, kave periBked if the ' step-motkar, very beautifUl Eariboa, 

kad not told it to Hermes and he stole Ares away, al.ready worn 
94. 

out and the grievous chain was killing Aim." 

Athena twice exercises control over Ares, restraining 

his im:petuous fury. Once duringtke war "taking impetuous Ares 

by the hand, s he said,' Ares, Ares, bane of mortals, blocd-sta1.neq 

stormer or walls, can we no t :permi t the Trojans alld ACAaeBllB to 

fight alone, to wh.icheven fatlier Zeus rnB\V grant glory? Let us 

two give place and escape the wrath. of Zeus.' Having spoken t hus 
96. 

sh e led Ares out of the battl e. " Again,Ares is fUrious over 

the death of his son, Askalaphos, and is determined to avenge it 

4espite the fact that Zeus bad strictly prohibited auy gpd from 

taking part in the war at that time. "Tken would otlLer still 

, greater and more grievous wrath and anger of Zeys have been 

fashioned for t he irrmortals i,f Athena. '!Dearing greatly for all 

the gpds had not left her throne on which she sat and sprung 

93. Odyssey VIII 306-361. ' 
94. 'IU'ad~ 7 V 385-391. 
95. ' '··la.~. V, 29--36. 
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t11rOUgD. the doorway and snatohed from ltis kead tke helmet end 

from his sla.oulders the sAield and, seizing th e bronze spear from 

kia sturdy kand, stood it up. And she upbraided impetuous Ares. 

I FUrious fellow, d.i straugkt in mind, you are mad. Have you 

indeed no ears to hear am ,kave your understanding and awe 

perisned? Do you indeed wisk to come back ,to Olympus in great 

grief, under compulsion, kaving yoursel f fulfiled many evils t 

and. to sow for all tlae otllers a great evil? FOr.~ -s:pEaigktway lae 

will leave the Trojans and the great-aearted Aohaeans and will 

come to Olympus, to drive us in confusion and Ae will seize us 

1 ill turn, b~ th e guilty an d tl1 e b lam el esa • TA er e fo r Ei' again I ' 

bid you restrain Y9ur anger for your so •• for already a better 

tlaalil he in might and. bands has been slain, and it is a hard thing 
96. 

to save the race and offspring of all mell." Ares is, tkus 

restraine d by the superior mind and might of Athena. Tlie marked 

inferio'rity of Ares to Atkella ill tke realm of war will appear in 

a oomparison of the two WAich follows. 

Even Apollo ~ WAoae realm was mturally far removed 

from war, ranks lligller in the Trojma War tkan Ares. He does 

much. greater deeds as helper of th e Trojans an d. it is at :ais 
97. 

instigation that Ares espouses their cause. 

VI ~ . 'Wo rskip • 

No mention is made of a~y shrine of Ares. He is said 
, 98.' 

to Aave come from Tkrace, and ;after h.is release from cltains 

96. Iliad XV" 121-141. 
97. Iliad V 455-457, 506-510. 
9S. Iliad XIII 101. 





14. 
99. 

by Hepksiatos, Ae went to Thrace, presumably as his usual abode. 

A speoies of prayer and glorifloat1ol1 occurs in one of tlle 

\ Homerio Rymris. After being addr eesed wi th a long series of 
100. 

api thete, :he is further described as, "wkir11ng : ~a 2 go Iden orb 

am'ong the seven-cours,ed stars of the air, where thy fiery steeds 

~ver~' hold. thee ' above tke tkird. ZOlle. Rear me, ke1per of mortals, 

giver of courageous youth, s.adding a mild radiance :fran above 

int a our life, and. al eo warlike stremgtk, in order t:aa t I ~ 

be able to cAase bitter cowardioe from my kead and to oontrol 

the deceitful impulse of my soul in my breast. and also to re

strain tke skar},) anger of ~ heart, which incites me to enter' 

into tAe chill battle-din. But do tkou grant me courage, 

blessed one, to stay in tke painless bond.s of peace, avoiding 
. 101. 

the shout of enemies, and. violent fates." Tilis :pioture of 

tke godl
' is so at var:,~anoe wi tll. the conception of }dm found in 

all other places, tl~t we must take it as a poetic effusion 

wi t hout real significance as to his character. He was really 

the god whose sole joy was the din and violence of' battle, and 

his influenc.e the OPPOSite of that desired in this pr8\Ver. 

99., Od¥ssey 'VIlI "',361, Compere 362-3. 
100. See Secti~n II. 
lOl.Homerio~to Ares., 6-17. 





COMPARISOI OF ATHElU AID ARES 

AS DIVINITIES OF WAR. 

OUTLINE. 

I. :Named. to.gether as Di vini t1 as of War. 

II.Matched against Each Other. 

III. Summary of Characteristios. 





1. 

.O.ompsrlson of the Two as Divinities of War. 

I. »amed together as Divinities of War. 
We have seen that war was a definite function of 

Athena's and practically the whole province of Ares. The two 

are several times mentioned together as presiding over war. 

I The~ lead the warriors issuing from a besi~ged. oi ty portrayed 
1. 

on the Shield 0 f Heraoles; '~hey roused the fighting men on 
. 2. 
either side in the Trojan wat before battle; they are the 

3. 
type of supreme war-like endurance; and. the most exacting 

4. 
judges of valor. They are both, thEn, in a general sense, 

divini ~ies of war. 

'11. Matched against Each Other. 
In the Trojan war Athena and Ares are oontinually 

nRtched against eaoh other. They are paired off as opponents 
5. 

when the gods are ranged on the two sides of the con£lict. 

Athena, ''' with Hera and Poseidon, watch the movements of Ares . ~ .~\.: 

6 i : 
and Apollo, planning to oppose them if they enter the battle. . 

A~es, on the contrary, is not sent by Apollo into the conflict 
7. 

until Athena. has temporarily wi thdrawn. It was evidently 

understood among the gods that Ares was really no match for 

Athena in power. This is further shown by the words of Zeus 

to Hera, . who complains of the destruction Ares is wreaking. 

Zeus says, "Well then, rouse against him Athena, driver of 
8. 

the spoil, who is most wont to approach him with evil pain." 

l. Iliad XVIII 516. 
2. Iliad IV, 439. 
3. Iliad XX, 358-9. 
4. Iliad XIII, 126-128, XVII 398-9. 
5. Iliad XX 69, 48-53, 149-15 •• 
6. Iliad XX 138-141. 
7. Iliaa V 510-11. 
8. Iliad V 765-6. 





. !!he1r oomparative power is clearly shown in the 

combats Of Ares with Diomede. ~nd with Heracle,~ In the oase of 

the former, Athena encourages Diomede- "Fe-ar neither Ares nor 
9. 

any other of the immortals, so great an ally am I to you." 

She th~n acts as his charioteer and drives the horses against 

Ares. Re, on the other hand, is unable even to reeognize Athena, 

for, "Athena put on the helmet of Aidos in order that mighty 
10. . 

Ares might not see her." Ares oomes forward to fight Diomede 

and thrusts at him with his spear, but Athena catches it with 

.her hand and turns it as1de~ Then lIiomede thrusts with his spear 

"and 1>a11as Athena drove it on into the lower belly,where he 

was girded with the taslet. There Diomede smote and woun~e4 him 
_ 11. 

ail! tore his fair skin and drew out the spear again." ' Ares 

makes no further resistance, but with loud bellowing goes up in 

a cloud",to heaven where his wound is healed. He realizes that 

it is Athena who has caused his misfortune, but can merely com

plain of his wrongs to ZEUS. 

, In his combat with Heracles, also, he is wounded by the 

. hero at the instigation of Athena. Before the· fight wi th XyknoB 

she has told Heracles to smite Ares "where he is un:protected by 
12. 

his ounnimgly wrought -shield", and then retreat quickly, "sinoe 
, 

it is not indeed, fitting for you to seize his horses or his 
\ 13. 

splendid arms." Athena enters the chariot with Heraclee all!, 

Iolaus, and Ares oomes forward in his chariot at the same time 

as Kyknos in his. Heracles taunts X¥knos, saying that Ares will 

not keep off death from him if they two join in combat. __ ". '~: ~ ~8 

9. Iliad V 827-8. 12. Shield of Her~cles 334. 
10. Iliad V 846. 13. Shield of Heracles 336-7. 
11~ Iliad' V 856~859. 





' In th'e fight Kyknos is ' slain, no mention being made of the help 

of either ~dbeing given. Then Ares co IreS against Heraeles with 

1;1. m1g~ty shout. "but Athena, daughter of aegia .. bearing Zeus, came 

agains',t Ares with her dark aegis. ' And. the tertible goddess, 

looking sternly at him, spoke, winged words, 'Ares, restrain 

your strong might and. your invinci ble hands, for it is not ri g:l't 

for you to slB\V Heraelas, the courageous son of Zeus, and strip 

off his splendid arms. 

not at end against me.' 

But come, cease from battl e, and db 
/ , 

Thu 's she spoke, but did not persuade 

the great-hearted spirit of Ares, but he, Shouting loudly and 

brand'1slUng his arms, like a flame rushed quickly upon mighty 

Remcles, eager tD slay hi~,. And, angry over the death _of his 

eon, he oast his bro'Ime ;~: ~pear violently upon the other's grea.t 

shi eld.. But bright- ey ed Athena, reaching out from the chariot, 

turned "pack the :point of the spear. And bitter pain took 

possession of Ares, and, drawing his sharp sword, he rushed 

against stout-hearted Heracles. , But the son of .!Il1phitaiyon, 

insatiate of the dread war-cry, wounded. him wi th might, as he 

caae on,. where he was unprotected by the cunningly wrought Shield. 

And the great spear, guided. by his right hand, dashed. through 
14. 

the flesh and. cast Ares down upon the ground in the midst. \1 • 

This is a vivid picture of the powerful, self-contained AtheDa. 

and the, tempestuous, ungoverned Ares, the rock that rushes 

!iolently down the mountainside with long bounds and a craShing 

noise, until it strikes against some fir.m. lofty peak and. is 
15. 

stopped and held fast. 

14. Shield of Heracles 443.4G2. 
15. See Shield of Heracles 437-440. 





It relIBins to present Athena and.. Ares in combat with 
e 
each other. The gods have all entered the war at the bid.ding 

of Zeus, arraying themselves on one side and the other. "Then 

indeed no longer did they stand apart, for shield-piercing Ares 

led off and. first attacked Athena with his bronze spear and 

spoke a taunting wo rd.. 'Why now, 0 Dog:fly, do you bring t 'o

gether the god.s in strife, with stormy courage, a great spirit 

moving you? Do you remember ~hen you made Diomede, son of 

Tydeus, wound. me, and you yourself, taking a visible s:pear, 
\ 

thrust it strai ght at me" piercing through my fair skin? There 

for~, now, I think you shall pay for all the things you have 

done to me.' Having -slX>ken thus ,he struck the terrible, 

tasseled aegis, which not even the lightning of Zeus can over-

come. This blood .. sta:ined Ares struck with his long sp ear. 

But she~ giving back, seized in her stout hand a sto,ne lying' 

on the "plain, black and rough and huge, which men of old ];llaced 

there aa a boundary of a field. With this she struck swift 

Ares in the neck and loosed his limbs. And., falling, he 

covered seven plethra and filled his hair with d.uat. And his 

arms rang upon him and Pallas Athena laughed and, boasting she 

spo~e winged words. 'Fool, you have not yet learned how much 

better than you I claim to be, that you match yourself with me 

in strength. Thus you shall atone for the curses of your mother, 

who is angry ana plans evil because you have left the Achaeans, 

d. h 1 t ·,.. 't-,.... t . , "16 • an ' e p J..J.e J.~ugh y TroJa.ne. Athena's own words sum up the 

situation well. Shortly after this she attacks Aphrodite, who 
17. 

is leading Ares ,away, and stretches them both upon the ground. 

16. 'Iliad. XXI 391-415. 17. Iliad XXI 423~425. 





5. 

" 

III. · Summary .of' CharacteristiCs. 

We have Been that Athena and Ares both acted. as 

divinities of war, inciting men to fight and giving them courage 

and. strength. Also that both took part like warriors in the 

Athena, however, was far more prominent and far ' 

more powerful than Ares. She is the favorite child of zeus, 

fearea·and honored by the other gOd.B, he the coward, the most 

hateful to Zeus of all his children. He fights for the love 

of fighting, with actual weapQns of war. She fights through 
~ 

a hero whose cause she espouses. She i6~acme of reason and 

jud.gment; he is absolutely unreasoning. She is aJ.ways victor-

1ous, he subjected often to defeat. She is thooroughly admirable, 
~ 

he , utterly despicable. In short.Athena. is an ideal divinity 

, who presides over war, especially its heroes; Ares is the sense

less t raging war-god, the embodiment of the uncontrolled fury 

of war. " 








