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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE COUNTRY CHURCH IN MISSOURI,
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Part I.

Oy
T\

Chapter I.

Introductory.

The Country Church has recently become a subject

of new interest and of great importance. It is attract- 1

ing the attention not only of the ministry but also of the 1

laity and must be considered anew. There is a vague
feeling, which has become general, that the éondition of
the country church is not what it ought to be, Indeed
there is a feeling that it is declining. It, however,
has not assumed any definite form of expression.

Little careful study has been given to the con-
ditions and problems of the country churches. Literature
is almost entirely laéking concerning them, At present
it consists of a few magazine articles. These, for the
greater part, are not to the point, being theoretical in
charac%er and written by men who evidently were not ac-
qnaintéd with the subject at first hand. What is true of
the country church as a whole, in the above respects, is

true of it in Missouri, to which this investigation is

some original work would have to be done.

confined. So at the very beginning it became evident thXt

S
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Two questions at once arose. First, What ehall
be considered a country church? Second, What are its
problems? @he first one necessarily had to be answered
before any progress could be made either in setting forth
its conditions or considering its probleme.) In order to
reach same conclusion in regard to the above two points,
circular letters were sent to fifty men in various parts
of the United States who were conversant with the con-
ditions and problems of the church, both rural and urban,
asking them: (1) where the division should be made be-
tween rural churches and urban churches; (2) to give five
questions that they would like to have answered regarding
the country church; and (3) to give sources of information
on the subject.

Twenty-four replies were received to these letters.

In regard to the first point there was a variety of

opinions. The country church was defined as one situated
under conditions varying from a strictly rural community,
some cross-roads neighborhood, to one located in a town of
4,000 inhabitents. It was finally decided that churches
located in towns of 1,000 inhabitants or less should be
congidered country churches. In this paper, the term
"couhtry church" is understood to include any church located
under any condition varying from the back woods log structure,
to be found in some of the sparsely settled, undeveloped

rural communities, to the best type of church in the little
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villages and towns of 1,000 population, .

The queuﬁions that the correspondents would like to
have answered were of a great variety. Many of them are
answered in this paper by the statistics given, some by
the conclusions reached, while others are considered uhder
the topic, "The Problems of tﬁe Country Church®, Some of
them are not considered at all, being foreign to this in-
vestigation.

The replies regarding the third point, sources of in-
formation, were of little value since there are none ex-
cept denominational reports of associations, conferences,
presbyteries, etc.

The matter of what‘should be considered a copntry
church having been decided, it was necessary to set forth
the extent and method of investigation before considering
ites conditions and problemns. The former, the extent of
the investigation, is considered in two respects: (1) as
to time; (2) as to the number of denominations that should
be considered.

Regarding the first, the time, the limits decided
upon were the years of 1887 and 1907, covering a period
of twenty years. They were chosen because the records
preceding 1887 were not availatle to an extent that would
have made the investigation profitable, and because thcse |

of 1907 would give the conditions as they existed at the

kY
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time of the beginning of the investigation. Finally,
it was considered that this period was long enough to
make comparisons under favorable conditions.
With respect to the second, the number of denomin-
"ations that should be considered, it was decided that
the investigation should be limited to the following fivei
the Baptist; the Methodist Episcopal; the Methodist Epis-
copal, South; the Disciples of Christ, or Christian; and
the U. S. A. Presbyterian. The above do not include all
the denominations in Missouri that have rural churches.
They are the most prominent and generally distributed ones.
Three different methods were used in the investi-
gation. The first was statistical. By this method
statistics were gathered from all the available records of
the five denominations given above concerning the various
points that shgll te taken up later. The second was the
questionaire. A circular letter was sent to 500 pastors
of country churches in various parts of the state, 100
being sent to the pastoraj;}iéhe foregoing denominations.(l)
Replies were received to 254 of them. The informetion thus
secured was tabulated, and has been incorporated in the
following pages in its proper place. The third method was jl
the personal one and was done only on a limited scale by X

the author. Let us now turn to the points considered,

the results obtained, and a discussion of some of the

(1) See appendix for a copy.
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things that arise under each point.
Chapter II.
The Membership of the Country Church.

The first point considered regarding the country
church in Missouri was that of its membership. The
sources from which the statistics were secured were the
annual reports of the conferences, associations, and
presbyteries of the various denaminations. It should
be stated that it was impossible to get any statistics

| on any of the various points considered in this investi-
gation for the Discipleé of Christ, or Christian church,
from annual or periodical reports. There are no such
reports. That denomination has no general organization
or superintending unit. Each church lives unto itself.
It is only within the lastjﬁsé years that an effort has
been made by it to collect and preserve statistics regard-
ing membership, Sunday Schools, benevolences, etc. (f;il\L
the information that it was possible to get concerning ;
that denomination was contained in the 13 replies to thg/;"
100 questionaires eent to the pastors of its country;/#

churches.

| " The statistics for the two Methodist denominations~\\w@/
/,were complete as well as those for the U. S. A. Preabyter-f

I3

K ian church. The records for the Baptist church were not
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/ c0mp1ete or avallable, Hence the figures presented for

that denomination do not with absolute accuracy represent
it. Its reporting unit is much smaller than that of
either of the other denominations, the association being
composed of one or more counties. This mekes it diffi-
cult to get a complete and accurete report for any par-
ticular point for such a large territory as that under
investigation. The files of the recordé of these units
were also incomplete, causing further inaccuracy. Again

no information was given concerning several points.

/MTherefore when this denomination is under consideration

f it should always be remembered that the statistics given

for it are only approximately correct. . .
From the above named sources the following table L

was compiled which gives the total membership of the Pone-

denominations: that -of tknfsup%ts&s»the Methodist Episcopal,

the Methodist Episcopal, South, and the Presbyterian

churches located in that part of Missouril lying north of

the Missouri river, at intervals of semi-decades from 1887

|2

to 1967. (1)

(1) All taebles are for the same territory.



-‘-7-

Table #1 - Membership.

P
A

Increase over Pre- Increase over
ceding semi-decade. 1887,
| Year Number Number | Percent.| Number | Percent.
e
EQE;-Denominations.
711887 80,638 | ~e=mee- ——eme | eemeew ———
1892 | 95,194 14,556 ——— 14,556 18,0 |/ cvrit
il 1897 97,359 2,165 2.3 16,721 | 20.7 Cf J
g1 1902 109,350 11,991 12,3 28,712 35.6
1907 102,124 75226 % 6.6 * 21,486 26.0
/7Baptist Church. B
1
1887 22,280 | ~eeee- ———— | ee————- —— 1 s
1892 | 25,098 2,818 | =-ee 2,818 | 21.6 | ,wel
1 1897 26,620 1,522 6.06 4,240 29.6 /"
|y 1902 31,342 4,722 ;| 17.7 9,062 53.6 /
A RE> Yig,35¢ 13,744 yod.8 | 22074 99, 7
Methodist Episcopal Church.| —
1887 12,794 | ==ewe- ——ee | e _——
1898 16,524 3,730 ———— 3,730 29,17
1897 18,478 1,963 11.83 5,693 44.5
1902 15,646 2,8467i 15,57 % 2,852 22.3
1907 16,985 1,339 8.53 4,191 32,7
Va2 14, e 1,454 1Y, %7 ‘*) (“& 51.9
Methodist Episcopal Church,|South.
1887 27,649 - ———— | eee———- -
1892 28,373 679 | ===~ 679 2.45
1897 31, 307 2,934 10.43 3,713 13.0
1902 29,333 1,974 X 6.3 X 1,693 5.9
1907 30,801 1,466¢C 5. 3,107 11.2
1912 1 33 85 1, a0 Tn * £3% /5 8
Presbyterian Church.
1887 17,870 | ~-=we- ———— | me———— ———
1892 25,199 7329 -—— 7,329 41.0
1897 30,945 5,746 23. 13,075 73.1
1902 33,029 2,084 5.79 15,1569 85,9
1907 23,729 9,300 X| 28,1 % 5,895 32,8
Faia 38 191 Y, 46 | L10T7 20, 32 [13:7

¥ Decrease,



Presby-
terian

E.
South

M.

Episcopal

Methodist

Baptist

Totals

110!

105

100

95

10 o e o 1o o 0

90
85

80
78
70
65
60
55
50
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* M indicates 1,000.
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From the above table, and from diagrams Ia and 15 
made from it, it is readily seen that there was a steady
increase of the total membership each semi-decade over
that of 1887 and of each semi-decade itself over the pre- |
ceding one except the last. In that one there was a
very noticeable decrease. These facts are shown by the
solid lines of diagram la and by the solid aﬁd open lines
of diagram Ib. (1) On turning to these diagrams and the
above table it will furthermore be observed that during
the semi-decade from 1887 to 1892 there was an increase
of 184 in membership; from 1887 to 1897 of 20.7%; from
1887 to 1902 of 35.6%; and from 1887 to 1907 of 26%, or
a smaller increase by 9.6% in the last semi-decade than
in the one next preceding 1it.

" The increase of 1897 over 1892 was 2.3% and of 1902
over 1897 was 12.3%. On the other hand there was a
decreese of 6.6% from 1902 to 1907, From the above it is
evident that the increase of each semi-decade over the
mewbership at the beginning of the fi_rst seni~decade and
the increase of each successive semi-decade over the pre-
ceding one run nearly parallel, These statistics are
likewise an mnswer to the'queation, *Is the membership of

the country churches increasing or decreasing?" as far as'

2
(1) & diagrams always indicate numbers; b indicate per-)
cent., The solid lines in the b diagrams indicate the i
percente on the base of the report of 1887. The open lines
indicate the percent. on the base of the report of the pre-
ceding semi-decade.
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North Missouri is concerned. Until within the last semi-
decade it steadily increased, but since then it has stead- f
ily decreased, notwithstanding the fact that the two '/
Methﬁdist denominations show slight increases. ‘

A consideration of table #1 and diagrams I.a and |
I.b with respect to the denominations separately shows
that there was a constant increase in each denomination
as well as in the total membership during the first two
semi~-decades, 1887 to 1897, but during the last two, 1897
to 1907, it was somewhat irregular. From the diagrams
it will be seen that from 1887 to 1892 the membership of
the Baptist church increased 21.6%; that of the Methodist
Episcopal, 29.17%; that of the Methodist Episcopal, South,
2.45%; and that of the Presbyterian, 414, The increase
of the respective denominations in the order just given
fram 1887 to 1897 was 29.6%, 44.5%, 13%, 73.1%; from 1887
to 1907 1t was 494, 32.7%, 11.2%, and 32.8%7 respectively.
The increase or decrease of one semi-decade over or under
the preceding one for the denaminations separately are
indicated by the open lines of diagram I.b and therefore
- need not be set forth here in detail. (1)
The most remarkable thing revealed by a study of |

N\

this division of the investigation is the great decline 1n\x

__ /

(1) The tables should always be consulted in connection /
with the diagrams, otherwise the latter may be misleading.
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the membership of the Presbyterian church from 1902 to 190{\
which was 9,300, or a decrease of 28.14. This decline

did not all occur in one year. It was gradual and there
wes en actual decrease in the number of mewbers each year j’}"l |
from 1902 to 1907 as the following will indicate: the 5§f
decrease from 1902 to 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907

was 14, 3%, 23.8%, 38.5%, and 53.1% respectively. If

all the diagrams and tables be consulted, it will be found
that there was nearly as great a decrease in respect to

all the points herein considered regarding that particular
denomination, viz., membership, number of churches,'value
of churches, number of Sunday Schools, enrollment in

Sunday Schoole, and benevolences, during this semi-decade,
It was not possible to discover the causes of these remark-
.able decreases. No similar ones are found in either of
the other denominations. Some of them show decreases in
connection with certain points, but not in respect to all
of them, and none are so remarkable as those of this one.w

The gﬁééfiéh is frequently &akéﬂ ir the country

churches are not declining, if they have not lost their
hold on the people living in the rural communities, what
the cause 1s of the decrease of the membership of such
churches while there has been an increase in the population

as a whole.
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From the following statistics taken from the replies
to the question, "What percentage of the people in your
community 10 years of age and over do not belong to any
church? 1Is the percentage increasing or decreasing?",in
the questionaire sent to the pastors of the country ea
churches, it would not seem that there were any grounds
for the above questions arising. Twenty of those reply-
ing to the question, "Is the number inceseasing or de- Zf
creasing ?" gave it as their opinion that the number was (;/
increasing, sixty that it was decreasing, nine that it
was the same, and seven said they did not know, Accord-
ing to these replies, 60% of the pastors of such churches
believe that the number of people living in rural commun-
ities who are over 10 years of age and do not belong to 5’{“f
any church is decreasing. This would indicate that they Z{J
thought the country churches had not lost their hold on
the people and that their mexbership was increasing.
Notwithstanding the opinion of this large percentage of
the pastors the fact nevertheless remains that the member-
ship of such churches as a whole is decreasing. This
has been indicated above., (Page 8) ™

The above questions will be considered more fully
later when more of the results of the investigation have

been given and a more comprehensive conclusion concerning

them can be reached. At this point, however, some of th§

|
)
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reasons why the membership of the country churches ia;
decreasing may be presented. :
One reason why the membership of the country churches }
is decreasing is the constant migration from rural to urban |
conmunities. No long investigation is necessary to dis-
cover the cause of this., Many of the well«*z;do farmers
are moving to the towns for the modern conveniences they
afferd, and for the social advantages not only in the
‘popular sense but also for such as better educational op-
portunities, more frequent and better church services, A
etc. provided by the towns. They retain their farms and .~
cultivate U
either tged them themselves, going to and from them every
day, or have hired men to work them. Such men, as a rule,
fer gxﬁﬁa,;§m¢
transgheir membership to the towns in which they live,
Another reason is that the towns of 1,000 population
and over are rapidly increasing. This is partially due
to the above mentioned migration of the rural population.
It is also due to the natural growth of the population.
This fact accounts, in part, for the decrease of the
menbership of the country churches, for every town that
five years ago had a population of 800, and now has one
of 1,000) is removed from the rural oolumn and placed in
sggtu%%anij? likewise the number of Christian people
living in them is removed from the columns of the country

churches and placed in those of the city churches. In
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other words, there is an urbanization of the country
churches taking place. The author personally knows
of many such changes.

In the third place the decréase in membership is
due to a certain extent to the fact that many of the
country churches are without pastors much or allﬁkhe
time. In the latter case the membership will not be
reported and the statistics will not show them. This
also causes many to move their membership to the nearest
towns. There has been a marked increase in the number
of churches without pastors although the number of
country churches has decreased. This is due to the
fact that there is not a sufficient number of pastors
to supply them. The town churches are the larger, pay
better salaries, are more important than the country
churches, and are therefore supplied first. If any
have to be without services or pastors they are those
located in the country.

The gubject of church property will be considered
next, leaving the question of why there is a lack of
sufficient ministers to supply all the churches to be
taken up later.
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Chapter III.

\

The Property of the Country Churches. \\\
_ \ -

N et

\\ {“ W ,,\u_'\
Under this division will be considered: (1) the

number of churches; (2) the value of the churches; (3)
the number of parsonages; and (4) the value of the
parsonages.

1. The following table, regarding the number of
churches in the rural communities of Missouri lying north
of the Missouri river, was compiled from the same sources

6f information as table #l1 on membership given above.
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Table #2 -~ Number of Churches.
Increase over Increase

—
Preceding semi- over
decade. 1887,
Year Number Number Percent%, Number | Percent.
Ny
.|/ #eur Denominations. ~RN
N 1887 | 1288.5|  -=--m- ——— | emeeee —
¥ || 1892 1353 124.5 - 124.5 19.8
X 1 1897 1472.5 119.5 8.8 244 30.4
5; 1902 1478,5 6. «3 250 3l.,
‘ 1907 | 1370.5 108, * 7e8%* 142 20.1
Y
Baptist Church. ;
// ~
/1887 94 | eemeee VNPV [V P — AN
> 1892 345 51. -—— 51. 28,3 /‘
7 1897 | 363 18. 5.2 69. 33.3
0 1902 369 6. .8 9. 35.5 ¢
\1907 5?0 o lo 107* 76. 38.7 {
5§97
Methodist Episcopal Church,
1887 261 | @ —e-e-- ———— | eem———— ————
1892 264.5 3.5 - 3¢5 1.34
1897 300. 35.5 13.7 39. 14.9
1902 299.5 O % 37 ¥ 38.5 14.67
1907 286 13.5 * 4,5 % 25, 9,57
112 178 €. 2:8 % V7 b.5
Methodist Episcopal Church,| South.
1887 339.,5| -----= ———— | eem———— -
1892 379.5 40, - 40, 11.8
1897 401.5 22. 548 62, 18.2
1902 418, 18,5 4,9 7845 23,07
1907 399.5 18.5 % 4.1% 60. 17.5
7P 247 a. §X bk £7, 5 169
Presbyterian Church.
1887 R34 |  em—e—- —m——— | mee——— ———
1892 364 130. - 130. 55.5
1897 408 44, 12, 174, 74,3
1902 392 16. X 4,% 158. 67.5
1907 315 M. X 20, X 8l. 36.6
1912 4 3% 111 37.% 19¢ 8 4. b

% Decrease,
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A study of the totals of this table and diagrams II.a‘\\
and II.b will reveal the fact that during the first
two semi-decades there was a very substantial increase
in the number of churches. During the third period
the increase was very slight, being only .6% of the
number in 1887, or 6 churches. In the last semi-decade
there was a decline of 9.9%. -

If a further study of the table and diagrams bé\%
made with respect to the increase or decrease of one E
semi~-decade in comparison with the preceding one, it
will be found that they run nearly parallel to the
increases and decreases given above computed on the
baaé&of the number of churches in 1887. During the
second semi-decade there was an increase of 8.8%7 over
the number at the end of the first, during the third
there was °“11\Eﬂvfffff35154%'5% over that of the
second, and during the fourth a decrease of 7.8% from
that of the third. The increases or decreases of the |
several denominations for each semi-decade, and for the
whole period covered by this investigation, may readily j
be ascertained by consulting table #2 and diagrams II.l;
and II.b and need not be set forth at length here. g

A comparison of diagram I.a and II.a with resped;
to totals in membership and number of churches showé }

many points of similarity. There is an increase in



both during the first two semi-decades and a decreaséix
during the last one. One difference may be noted, viz.,
that the increase in the number of churches in the first
two semi-decades is camparable to the increase in member-
ship in the first and third semi-decades, and that the
third semi-decade in number of churches is caomparable to
the second semi-decade in the number of ﬁembers.

The decrease in the number of churches at the close
of the year 1907 may be attributed to the same things that
the decrease in membership was attributed to above, viz.,
(1) the migration from the country to the city, (2) the
urbanization of rural communities, (3) the lack of pastors
to supply them and hence not reported.

2 It was impossible to get any data concerning
the value of the country churches of the Baptists. The |
" minutes of their Associations do not contain any statistics
concerning this point. The table that follows, and from
which diagrams III.a and III.b were made, gives the values
of the country churches of the Methodist Episcopaly the
Methodist Episcopal, Southy and the Presbyterian churches
at intervals of five years from 1887 to 1907,



-18=-

Table #3 - Value of Country Churches.
Increase over Increase
preceding semi- over
decade. 1887,
Year Value Number Percent Number Percent.
Three Churches.
1887 |§ 837,175 | mmemmeem ———— | mm————— e ———
1892 1,052,398 | $215,223 ———— $215,223 25,7
1897 1,038,878 13,520%| 1l.2% | 201,703 24,
1902 1,308,678 269,800 25,9 471,503 58.3
1907 1,488,315 179,637 13.6 651 140 7.7
e a4, 02.1. Lze 538305 | 2247 |1,189, 445 | /42>
Methodist Episcopal Church
1887 $251,930 | ~=—mmmmm ———— | ————— _———
1892 318,420 | $ 66,490 e ¢ 66,490 26 .39
1897 349,703 31,283 946 97,773 38,8
1902 378,190 28,487 8.2 126,260 50.1
1907 504,675 126,485 33.4 262,745 100, 3
14 /9 6:97 432 103255 | Lo 356,000 14 2
Methodist Episcopal Church, [South.
1887 $464,045 | -------=~ ———— | mm—————— ———
1892 630,890 | $166,845 | ~--- |$166,845 3549
1897 483,410 147,480%| 25,4 X 19,365 4,17
1802 583,038 99,628 20.5 118,983 25.6
1907 675,945 92,907 10.9 211,900 45,6
1 2 967, )2 ;q:,'?O Lg.% ¥ 03,080 ?a,<
Presbyterian Church.
1887 $121,200 | ~—emeuw- ———— |, ———— ———
1892 103,080 | § 18,120%| =wwe- $ 18,120 % 15, *
1897 205,765 102,885 89. 84,565 69.7
1902 347,450 141,685 64, 226,250 187,5
1907 307,695 39,755 % 11.5 X| 186,495 153,8
LAk 551, 44f‘ 243,970 74.3 w30 4t % 354

x Decrease
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If the total values of these churches on the basis

of those of 1887 be considered, it will be seen that there

wes an increase of 25.7% during the first semi-decade, a
decrease of 1,74 during the second, an increase of 32 ,3%
during the third, end an increase of 21.3% during the
fourth. On teking the values of each preceding decade
as a basks it will be found that there was a decrease of
1.27 from 1892 to 1897, an increase of 25.9% from 1897
to 1902, and an increase of 23.6% from 1902 to 1907,

The above increases and decreases are indicated 1n dia-
grams III.a and III.D.

The decrease from 1892 to 1897 ie apparently due

to the value given for the property of the Fayette Dist-

rict of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the

year 1892, which was $98,210., This is much larger than

that given for it at the end of any of the other semi-
decades. In 1887 it was $52,152; in 1897, $43,750; in
1902, $58,100; and in 1907, $51,900, It is also much
larger than that given for either of the two years im-
mediately preceding or the three following it. In
1890 it was $41,400; in 1891, $40,349; in 1893; $40,100;
in 1894, $44,400; and in 1895, $49,500. This shows

that the country churches of that district were valued

from 757 to 1007 more in 1892 than at any other semi-decade

or for either of the
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years just given. This is more than sufficient to |
account for the above given decrease, If the value
for that year only approximated that of any of the
other semi-decades there would have been an increase.
Evidently there was some mistake in estimating the value
of the churches of that district in 1892 or in the report
for that year.

A further study of table #3 and diagrams III.a and
III.b with respect to the wvalue of the churches of each
denomination reveals some interesting things. Taking
the value of 1887 as a bas&ﬁ,there was a good increase \
for the first semi~decade in the Methodist Episcopal 7
and the Methodist Episcopal South churches, but a marked |
decrease for the Presbyterian, being 15%. During the
next semi-decade there was a slight increase in the wvalue
of the Methodist Episcopal churches, a very marked one
of 69,74 for the Presbyterians, but almost as large a
decrease for the Methodist Episcopal, South, being 31.87%.
(See above); During the third semi-decade there was an
increase among all the denominations, the most radical
being that of the Presbyterians of 117.8%. In the fourth
semi~-decade there was an increase in the Methodist Epis-
copal and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, but a

decrease in the Presbyterian Churches. ©Practically the
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same conditions are true rqurding the last three semi»?
decades, taking each preceding one as a base. This is
readily seen on referring to the open lines of diagram
III.b. .
If a comparative study of the totals of membership,
number of churches, and value of the churches is made, it
will be seen that those of membership and the number of
churches run nearly parallel. They increase during the
first three semi-decades and decrease during the last one. - ~&
It is different concerning church value; There was an ,Vﬁmy
increase in the first, a slight decrease in the second, /
and a very firm increase in the last two semi-decades in
that respect. N
In swming up on this subdivision it may be said\\
that although there has been a decrease in both the |
number of members and the number of rural churches in \1
the last five yearé, there nevertheless has been a very
firm increase in the wvalue of the churches. If the
cause of the increase in value of the churches i1s asked
for, it may be replied that it is due to two things, viz.,
natural increment and better structures.
3. It is not the plan of either the Baptists or
the Presbyterians to provide homes or parsonages for their

pastors, Occasionally it is done by them but is a rare

thing -~ the exception rather than the rule. It is
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denominations \
different with the two principal Methodistg‘ With them

it is the wule rather than the exception to do so. It

is a custom that has become almost a law with them, and |

i

now a very large part of the pastors of even their countﬂy

churches have substantial residences provided for them. [

Lot
S~
|

The extent to which this is done in North Missouri may /

/ é/‘f v

be comprehended, in part at least, from table #4 and

¥
/
/
/

diagrams IV.a and IV.b that were made from it.
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Table #4 - Number of Parsonages.
Increase over Increase
Preceding semi- ggg’x;
gegga_g. .
No., of
Year | No, of | Parsom-| No. % No. %
charges ages.
For Two Denominations.
1887 181 114 - J— - -
1892 208 123 9 - e 9 7.8
1897 217 143 20 16.0 29 25,4
1902 220 168 25 17.4 54 47.3
1907 210 183 15 8,9 69 60,5
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 8l 57 - - - -
1892 89 57 - — - —
1897 96 70 13 - 13 22,75
1902 96 76 6 8.6 19 33.3
1907 91 78 2 3.3 21 37.
a2 | 119 9¢ | 17 21. 8 39 Lt bl
, \ )
Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
1887 100 57 - - - -
18982 119 66 9 -—— 9 15,78
1897 121 7”3 7 10.6 16 28,0
1902 124 92 19 26.2 35 6l.4
1907 119 105 | 13 c 14,1 48 5 84.2
1q12| 170 |1 025 il 227 93¢
\
l’})‘»’\
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The truth of the statement made above regarding the
provision of parsonages the Methodists meke for their
pastors becomes evident at a glance at the above table.

In 1887 the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, had 100
rural charges and 57 parsonages. In 1907 it had 119
cﬁarges and 105 parsconages. During the 20 years inter-
vening between 1887 and 1907 the number of charges in

that denomination increased 197 and the number of par-
sonages increased 84.2%. In 1887 the Methodist Episcopal
church had 81 pastoral charges and 57 parsonages. In
1907 it had 91 charges and 78 parsonages. In that denom-
ination there was an increase of 12.3% in the number of
charges and 37% in the number of parsonages. Just hLere
it may be added that the above 1is one eviaence of a

desire of the people to care better for their pastors.

4. The value of the parsonage propertj7 steadily
increased during the whole period covered by this in-
vestigation, as may be seen from table #5 and diagrams
V.a and V.b. It did not do so at a uniform rate,'however.
In the second semi-decade there was an increase of only
54 in the value of the parsonages of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. In the first one there was no
increase at all in the number of parsonages in the Method-

ist Episcopal; nevertheless there was an increase in their

value.,



Table #5 - Value of Pars

Increase over

Preceding semi-

son%ge S

Increase over

decade. 1887,
Year Number Number | Percent. Number | Percent.
For Two Denominations.
1887 $ 82,610 | --mmmmmn|  mmmee | emmemeee | e
1892 107,044 $ 24’434 """"" ¢ $24’434 29'5
1897 121,135 14,091 14, 38,585 47.8
1902 141,700 20,565 16. 59,090 71.5
1907 218.180 76,480 7545 135,570 164.
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 $ 34,900 ($-------| e | e e
1892 38,074 35,1744 ~—w-- 3,174 9.
1897 52,160 14,086 37. 17,260 49,4
1902 56,650 4,490 8.69 21,750 78.2
1907 82,130 25,480 45. 47,230 135.3
14 1% f@%eaa
Methodist Episcopal Church, |South.
1887 | $ 47,710 |~-cccmem| wmmee | cmcdcene | ceeam
1892 68,970 ($ 21,260 ~----- $ 21,260 44,58
1897 68,975 5 =we-e= 21,265 46.6
1902 85,050 16,075 20.9 37,340 78,2
1907 136,050 51,000| 60. 88,340 185,3
]9 109, ,q 40
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The ratio of the total increase of the value of
this property was greater than that of the total increase
in the number of parsonages. The maximum of the latter
was 84.2¢ in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and
37% in the Methodist Episcopal, while that in regard to
the former was 185.3% in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, and 135.3% in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

If a compariscn of the increase in the number of
parsonages be made with the increase in the number of
churches it will be found that that of the former was
much greater than that of the latter. It was pointed
out above that there was a decrease in the number of
churches from 1902 to 1907, This is not true with
respect to the parsonages. There was a considerable
increase in them during that semi-decade. Should a
comparison of the increase in the value of the parsonages
be made with the increase in the value of the churéhes,
the former again has the advantage. In the twenty years
covered by this investigation the value of the parsonages
increeased from $82,610 in 1887 to $218,180 in 1907, or
164%. In the same period of time the walue of the church-
es of the same denominations increased~from $715,975 to
$1,180,620, or 64%., Thus we see that the parsonages com-
pare favorably with the churches in every respect. Let

us now turn from this subject to a consideration of the



Sunday Schools.

Chapter IV.

The Sunday Schools of the Country Churches.

One department, and a very important one, of the
country church is the Sunday School. The data con-
cerning this division of the investigation were prac-
tically complete. The subject will be considered
under two subdivisions: (1) the number of Sunday
Schoole, and (2) the enrollment therein,

From the various reports concerning the number
of Sunday Schools‘gable #it which immediately follows,

weas compiled,(éhdwf}om it diagrams VI.a and VI. b were/gnuff
made)
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Table #6 - Number of Sunday Schools.
Increase over Increase
preceding semi- over
decade. 1887,
| _Year Number Number | Percent., Number | Percent|
Thaas
. For ¥vur Denominations.
[ 1887 585 | e———e e . IO |
o 1892 875 290 290 49.4 |
NE;‘IBQ? 1,019 144 16.4 434 74,2 /
i1t 1902 1,145,.5 126.5 12.4 560.5 95.8 /
Y\ 1e07 | 1,144 1.5 * 1% 559 9547
— Baptist Church.
* 1887 1§ - SE— S e ———
7 1892 141 28 — 28 32,8
L 1897 173 32 22.7 60 50,4 |
\’\ 1902 212 39 22.5 99 70.8 /
1907 235 23 10.8 122 110.4
g1 420 -
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 117 |  e—-—- ———— | ee——— ——
1892 236 119 - 119 B33 1017
1897 246 10 4,26 129 39 — W\
1902 265 19 13,7 148 44— WO
1907 239 26 x 10,1 * 122 35 — ¥
a2 150 X Y6 133 113, &
Methodist Episcopal Church,| South.
1887 280 | ————- ———— | em—— ——
1892 352 72 - 72 25.71
1897 368 16 4,7 88 31.6
1902 362.5 5.6 % 1.6 % 82.5 29,5
1907 343 19.5 x 5¢3 X ? | 22.5
1412 33349 5% 24 ¥ 375 19
Presbyterian Church.
1887 75 |  —ee—— ———— | em——— ———
1892 146 71. —-——— 71 94
1897 232 86 68. 157 209,3
1902 306 74 32. 231 306.
1907 227 79 X 25.8% 152 202.6
192 2717 50 22 202 270

¥ Decrease.
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On observing the totals it is at once evident that
there was a continual and very substantial increase dur-
ing each of the first three semi-decades. In the last
one there was a small decrease of 1.5 Sunday Schools, or
1. The rate of increase becomes more evident frbm
diagram VI.a and VI.b than from table #6. Diagram VI.b
shows, using the totals of 1887 as a base, that by the
end of the first, second, third, and fourth semi-decades
there had been an increase of 49,4%, 74.2%, 95.8%, and
95,74 respectively.

Considering table #6 with respect to denominations,
it will be discovered that there was an increase in all
of them during the first two semi-decades, varying from
30.4% in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to 209, 3%
in the Presbyterian, or from 280 to 368 in the former
and from 75 to 232 in the latter. In the third semi-
decade there was about the normal increase in all except
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in which there
was a slight decrease of 2.1% or 6.5 Sunday Schools.,

The decreese in that denomination can be accounted for

by the urbanization of the rural churches. At the end

of the second semi-decade there were but 28 urban churches.
By the end of the third one there were 44 such churches,

an increase of 16. So the decrease was one only of rural

Sunday Schools and not one of all the Sunday Schools as
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would be supposed without investipation. An examinatioﬁ\a

of the minutes of the Annual Conferences showed that the
same rate of urbanization did not obtain in the Methodist
Episcopal church during this time. It was not possible
to secure statistica regarding this point for the Béptist
and Presbyterian churches. During the last semi-decade
we find a decrease in all the denominations except the
Baptist which made a gain of 10% over the preceding one.
This decrease varied from 6% in the Methodist Episcopal
South, to 25.84 in the Presbyterian church. The de-
crease in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, can

not, in this instance, be accounted for as it was in the
preceding one.

The best method of presenting the second sub-
division of the subject, the enrollment in the Sunday
Schools, is the one thus far employed, viz., the use
of tables and diag?ams. Table #7, which is presented
at this point, gives the enrollﬁent by denominations a£
intervals of semi-decades from 1887 to 1907.

<
Y

i
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Table #7 -~ Enrollment in Sun chools.,
Increase over Increase
preceding semi- over
decade. 1887,
Year Number Number Percent. Number | Percent.
For Four Denominations. ,
v ™\
[/ 1887 36,232 | eeeem- ———— | me——— ——— ]
{* 1892 50,961 14,729 S 14,729 40.6
‘11897 58,790 7,829 15,9 22,558 62.2
11902 61,6842 2,852 14,8 25,410 71.6
Y907 | 60,527 1,115 x| 1.8 X | 24,295 | 6",
Baptist Church. 3\
1887 5,151 | —eee-—e ———— | eme———— ————
1892 10,067 4,916 - 4,916 49,5
1897 10,287 220 1.6 5,136 110.3 /
| 1902 10, 333 56 -——— 5,192 1329.4
1907 12,240 1,907 8.4 7,099 146.8
- 25,5/ 9
Methodist Episcopal Churckh.
1887 11,673 | —-eem- ——— | ee———— ——
1892 13,400 1,727 - 1,727 14.8
1897 15,859 2,459 18.4 4,186 35.8
1902 15,2870 589 % 37 ¥ 3,597 30.8
1907 15,724 554 2,5 4,151 34,7
AR 17,7179 2,040 13, b, 027 52, %
Methodist épiscopal Churckh, | South.
1887 15,846 ——— ——— | ee——— ———
1892 19,402 3,556 - 3,556 22.4
1897 19,120 282 %- 1,4 X% 3,274 20,6
1902 19,145 25 —— 3,299 20.8
1907 20,065 920 4,8 4,219 26.6
fp 3 19, 518 yI7 | de ¢ 3,732 3.5
Presbyterian Church.
1887 3,562 | ----me-- ———— | e ———
1892 8,092 4,530 - 4,530 127,
1897 13,524 5,432 67. 9,962 279.6
1902 16,894 3,370 24. 13,332 374.2
1907 12,498 4,396 % | 20 % 8,936 250,
(1% 17,683 ¥ o183 y-¢ Vi, 121 | 39641

% Decrease,
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A study of table #7 and diagrams VII.a and VII.b will
reveal the fact that there was an increase in the en-
rollment in the Sunday School each semi-decade over that
of 1887, This is true of each denomination as well
as of the total enrollment. It varied somewhat, how-
ever. How much and in what respects may readily be
learned from the above table and diagrams and need not
be set forth at length here.

The decrease in the enrollment was a little larger
in the last semi-decade than was the decrease in the
number of Sunday Schools. In the former instance, on
the basisjof the preceding semi-decade, it was 1.8%, and
in the latter it was .1%4. Comparing the total enroll-
went in the Sunday Schools with the total church member-
ship, it will be found that a parallelism exists there
also. The increase in the mewbership is not quite so
regular during the first three semi-decades as that of
the enrollment in the Sundey Schools. In the last one
a similar decrecase is found in both instances.

In concluding this division of the subject, and
before taking up the next division of the investigation,
"The Young People's Societies and Auxiliary Societies
of_the Country Churches", it may be stated that there
is some analogy between the enrollment in the Sunday

Schoole and the membership of the churches, A com-

e \
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parison of table #l, diagrams I.a and I.,b with table X
#7, diagrams VII.a and VII.b will show this as far as

statistics reygglmittﬁﬂ“fﬁgfeW;re other thingé to be
cggﬁ‘smi'&/eq‘;ég:“however. The question of urbanization
enters here as well as it does in regard to membership.
On the other hand the enrollment and the number of
Sunday Schoole do not depend on the membership of the
church alone. There are many enrolled in the former
that do not belong to the latter. The condition of

the Sunday Schools in the rural communities depends

more upon local leadership and supervision than the
country churches do. The pastors will be at the later
at stated intervals to preach, but the superintendents of
the Sunday Schools must be there each Sunday. In other
words, the work of the Sunday School depends upon local
leaders, and the number of such schools and the character
of the work done by them depends upon such leaders. It
is often difficult or impossible to find them in such
communities. The universal excuse offered by the people
of the country churches that have no Sunday Schools is
that there is no one to lead Jﬁtake charge of the work.
Here is one of the problems, and one of the vital problems,
of the country church in Missouri, - to provide leaders

for the Sunday Schools of the rural communities.
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Chapter V.
The Young People's Societies and Auxiliary Societies
of the Country Churches.

The information concerning the young people's
societies of the state was very incomplete. There was
none at all available for the Epworth League of the
Methodist Episcopal church. That of the Baptist Young
Peoplefa Union of the Baptist Church was so fragmentary
that it was of little or no value. About all that could
be determined concerning the latter was that there either
were few such societies, or that they failed to make any
report concerning them, and that they were not successful.

’/{I:ﬁe latter conclusion was reached from the faél'c.,-/fhat

| where reporte do occur they are for the last two semi-
decades, and the last one, where reported, shows a decided
decrease from the preceding one. In most of the cases
there is no report given for the last one where there had
been one for the preceding, indicating that the work was

' discontinued.

The report of the Presbyterian church on the con-
dition of the Christian Endeavor was as follows: in 1897
there were 469 members; in 1902, 322 members; in 1907,

274 members., Here we see a steady and very rapid decrease.

The reports of the Epworth League for the Methodist
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Episcopal Church, South, do not show so great a decreasé“
and are as follows: 1in 1897 there were 4,562 members;
in 1902, 3,127 memwbers; in 1907, 3,594 members. This /
shows a very large decrease from 1897 to 1902 but an in- | té%
crease from 1902 to 1907 of about one third of the pre-
ceding loss.

From the foregoing it must be concluded that the
young people's societies are not a success in the country
churches of Missouri. For this there are many reasons.

1. Those given above for the decline of the wmembership
of the churches likewise obtain in this departument.
2. Those that were especially assigned for the decline
of the Sunday Schools, among which the lack of leader-
glso hold nere
ship 1s the most jmportant, The invariable reply to
the query of why there are no young people's societies
in the country churches is: "We have no one to take
charge of the work. There are plenty of young people
to have a good society and we would be pleased to have
one, but there is no available leadef".

Personal observation proves that there is much
truth in the above reply. The question at once arises
why there are no leaders. One reason is that those who
would make leaders are away attending schools in the towns

the greater part of the year and hence are not available.

Another is that the young men of ability and talent for
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organization and leadership are largely leaving the farm
and going into the city. A third reason is that the
pastors of the country churches too frequently make no
effort to organize such societies. They have from two
to six %hurches to care for and therefore can give little
time to any one of them. They are freqﬁently "troubled
about many things", Snd sometimes have to be everything-
except the congregation,- janitor, officer, priest.
Notwithstending the abové, if the pastors of the country
churches would make an effort, leaders could be secured
in most instances. If leaders are not found when pastors
come in charge of the churches, 1t is a part of their
duty to train up such leaders, concerning which duty it
may be said that it is one of the most important that they
have. The indifference, laziness, and neglect of the
pastors evidently ies one reason for the condition of the
young people's societies of the country churches today.
Observation clearly showe the above to be true, and it is
equally true that young people's societies can be organ-
ized, leaders developed, and the societies made a success
in the country churches of Missouri.

The reports concerning the auxiliary sociéties,~j§>\ \¢
the Women's'Home Missionary Society and the Women's Foreigﬁﬁ<

Missionary Society - of the country churches were in about
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the same condition as those concerning the young peoﬁle'é 
socleties. There were none at all for the Methodist |
Episcopal church. Those of the Baptist church were frag-i
mentary and entirely without value. Only two repprte |
were given for the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. In
1902, 699 members were reported, while in 1907 there were
only 408, The Presbyterian church reported 150 members

in 1897, 49 in }]902, and 75 in 1907.

The above indicates an undeveloped and disintegrat-
ing condition of these societies. The infrequency of
régular church services, the difficulty of holding meet-
ings on account of the distance people have to go to
attend them, and the condition of the roads at certain
seasons of the year are some of the causes of the present
state of these societies. The author has known but one
such society that was not in a village and in a strictly
rural community.

Chapter VI. | ~

The Finances of the Country Churches.
\_

The financial aspect of these churches will be con-| 7y
sidered under three sub-divisions: (1) benevolences, (2) jf
X
miscellaneous expenditures, (3) salaries of the pastors., | v
i

It must be stated at the very outset that the records /

/

concerning this part of the investigation were 1ncompleté,
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which £aet added much to the difficulty and complexity

of setting it forth correctly. In fact it is impossible

to do so, The Baptist reports concerning benevolences
were so0 incomplete that they can not ve used in making
diagrams or in compiling tables. They likewise contain
nothing regarding miscellaneous expenditures or the
salaries of the pastors. The Presbyterian reports are
complete concerning the first subdivision but contain
nothing with respect to the last two. Those of the two
Methodist denominations are quite complete and it is from
.these sources that we get sufficient data to set forth

the financial conditions of the country churches of
completeness

Missourl with some degree of aceurasy. The denominations

are all similar in some respects. Hence from the con-
ditions reported by some of them we can infer pretty ac-
curately what those of the others are. The first sub-
division, the benevolences of the country churches, will
::;t te considered.

1.From the minutes of the Annual Conferences of the
two Methodist denominations, and from the reports of the '
Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church the following ;
table, #8, was formulated, and from it diagrams VIII.a ;

and VIII.b were made,
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Table - Benevolences.
Increase over Increase
preceding semi- over
decade. 1887,
Year Rumber Number | Percent., Number Percent.

For Three Denominations.

- -

- - e

- e - -

1887 $ 30,924 | —ceen-
1892 67.273 | $36,349
1897 113, 329 46,056
1902 121,329 8, 000
1907 . 97,714 23,615 %
167 by
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 $ 3,484 | —-oe-e-
1892 8,505 | § 5,021
1897 11,752 3,247
1902 11,920 168
1907 12,77 850
{74 /U:Lf'gq-’
Methodist Episcopal Ohurch.rSouth.
1887 $ 11,702 | —-—----
1892 15,009 | & 3,307
1897 17,879 2,870
1902 21,741 3,862
1907 26,847 5,106
19 1 2 34,087
Presbyterian Church.
1887 $ 15,743 | -—--mm-
1892 43,759 | $28,016
1897 83,698 39,939
1902 87,695 3,997
1907 58,097 29,598 ¥
[ e /2

9% 7K

- - o .- - -

o — - o e

- e aw o= .o - -

¥ Decrease.
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The totals reveal a substantial increase during the °

\
Y

first three aemi-decades, the reports of 1887 being taken E
as a base. The gains were 117.5%, 268.4%, and 292.4% 'g
respectively for these periods. During the last semi-
decade there was a decrease of 76.1% from the third, or 7
from 292.4% to 216.3%. fThis is indicated by the solid
line-in diagram VIII.b. MThé gains and losses over each /

preceding semi-decade are indicated by the open line ot,  “'}

~
~d

T~

the same diagranm. ﬁ £
If table #8 and the diagrams drawn from it be \

studied by denominations, it will be seen that the Presby-

terians had their usual phenomehal increase during the

first three semi-decades and a decrease just as remarkable

in the fourth. There is but one logical conclusion to

be drawn from this ever recurring decrease in the Presby-

terian Church for the last five years covered by this

investigation, and that is that it is rapidly declining

in theArural communities of the state of Missouri.

The justice of this conclusion becomes evident at once

from the percentages that follow, taken from diagrams

I.b, II.b, III.b, VI.b, VII.b, and VIII.b previously

given.



-4]-

The decrease in membership from 1902 to 1907 was 53.1%;
in number of churches, 31%; in value of churches, 33.7%;
in number of Sunday Schools, 103.4%; in enrollment in
Sunday Schools, 124.2%; in benevolences, 188%. There
is not only not a phase of the subject'thax has been
considered, but thers will not be any that will be con-
gidered in this investigation in which this denomination
had an increase in 2§:i§;s$»sem1-decade. Therefore,
our oonclusion given above concerning it is justifiable.
DiagradeIII.a and VIII,b indicate a continual ;;—”}
crease for the Methodist churches through the whole of
the four semi-decades. The percentage of the increase
in the Methodist Episcopal is much larger than that of
the Methodist Episcopal South, and grew much more rapid-
ly during the first two. It must not be inferred from
this, however, that its contributions were larger. Jusi
the opposite was the case. The contributions of the
Methodist Episcopal church in the years 1887 and 1907
were $3,488 and $12,770 respectively. Those of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, were, for the same
years $11,702 and $26.847. In other words the Methodist
Episcopal Church,South, was paying nearly as much at the
beginning of the period of this investigation as the
Methodist Episcopal was at the close of it twenty years ;‘

later, Furthermore, the actual increase of the formerf
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was much greater, being $15,145 as compared to $9,282 in
the latter,

In comparing the benevolences with the membership
it will be seen that they do not agree or run parallel
except in so far as totals and the Presbyterians are
-concerned in both cases., In the benevolences the
Methodists show a gain during both of the last two semi-
decades. This is not true with respect to membership,
for both show a marked decrease in the third one,

The best comparison of benevolences, or that in
which the greatest amount of similarity is found, is
with the salaries of the pastors, which may be observed
by comparing diagrams VIII.a and VIII.b with X.a and X.b.
There are no lines given in diagrams X.a and X.b to rep-

resent the salaries of the Presbyterian ministers, for

there were no data from which to construct them. The ’\\ﬂzbf

comparison, therefore, is limited to the two Methodist
denominations. While the percentages of increase are
much larger in respect to benevdlences than they are to
pastor's’ salaries, the ratio of increase is very similar.
The parallelism breaks down in one instance only, and
that 1s in the third semi-decade with respect to the |
Methodist Episcopal church. During that one there ——
on the one hand a slight decrecase in pastors! salaries

but on the other a slight increase in benevolences,
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i,

| In summing up in regard to benevolences, it mayig
be stated that there was a steady increase during all |
the semi-decades in all the denominations reporting con-
cerning them except the Presbyterian which suffered a
heavy decrease during the lasti oné. »

2, There are no sources of information concerningl

the miscellaneous expenditures of the Disciples of Ghrisf}‘w‘
or Christian; the Baptist; or the Presbyterian churches.
The reports of the two Methodist denominations were com-
plete in this respect. By "miscellaneous expenditures"
is meant that which is spent for the incidental running }<‘
expenses of the churches, including janit8;7;W§;riices,’
fuel, light, repairing of buildings, the construction of
new buildings, etec. Following is a table giving the

expenditures of the last two denominations in these re-

spects.
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Table #9 - Miscellaneous Expenditures.

A

P T R
I

Increase over Increase
preceding semi~ over
decade. 1887.
Year _ | Number Number _|Percent. Number | Percent.
Two Denominations.
1887 58,670 | ~==m-=- ———— ——————— | e————
1892. 103,780 $45,110 - $ 45,110 76.8
1897 84,610 19,170 % 18.4 * 25,940 44,2
1902 106,215 21,605 25.5 47,545 8l.7
1907 197,398 91,183 75.9 138,728 263.4
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 $29,079 | ~=me—-- m———— | emeecmmame | ee———
1892 36,119 $ 7,040 ———— $ 7,040 21,2
1897 39,563 3,444 23.4 10,484 373
1902 35,573 3,990 x| 10, * 6,494 23.5
1907 51,796 16,223 | 46,5 22,717 9.9
\ LY e
Methodist Episcopal Church, |South.
1887 $29,591 ———————— ———— | ee———— ————
1892 67,661 $38,070 | --—- $38,070 | 128.6
1897 45,047 22,614 x| 33,6 x 15,456 58,8
1902 70,642 25,595 57 41,051 138.7
1907 145,602 74,960 | 56. 116,011 392.4
191 ' 50,8470
Vo

x Decrease.
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From the above table, diagrams IX.a and IX.Db
were made showing the increaseé by denominations, their _—f
totals, and when they occurred. Although there weré
decreases during certain semi-decades, on the whole there
was a very decided increase in such expenditures during ‘
the period covered by ghis investigation.

ﬁﬁ The'izzzzMzivision of finances, the salaries
of the pastors, comes next for consideration. It 18 a
very complex one if fully considered. It will be necess-
ary to infringe somewhat on the next division of the in-
vestigation, the Pastors of the Country Churches, in order
to set it forth with anything like fullness. Lack of
information has again handicapped the work at this point.
The reports of the Annual Conferences of the two Methodist
denominations were all the material that could be secured
on this subject except that obtained through the above-
mentioned questionaires. The results of the investigation
on this topic will be presented in three divisions: (a)
the results obtalned from the reports of the Methodist
Annual Conferences; (b) the results of the questionaires;
and (¢) the conclusions arrived at from the combination
of (a) and (b).

The following table was campiled from the repo;:;\
referred to above, and from it diagrams X.a and X.b were e

- drawn, /
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Table #10g Saiérigs ofﬂPastors.
Increase over Increase
preceding semi4 over
decade. 1887,
_Year Number Number | Percent, Number | Percent,
Two Denominations,
1887 $ 88,879 | —-muue e e I s
1892 109,070 | $20,191 | ~--- $20,191 22,5
1897 117,503 8,433 Te 28,624 32.
1902 120,131 2,628 2,2 31,252 35
1907 131,651 11,520 9.5 42,772 | 47.9
I & ¥4
¢ ) { \
Methodist Episcopal Church.
1887 $ 38,910 | ——emem et B B
1892 51,850 | $12,940( ---- $12,940| 33.
1897 57,816 5,966 11.5 18,906 48.5
1902 57,363 453 «8 18,553 | 47.4
1907 59,551 2,188 3.8 20,741 | 53.
€ 500
Methodist Episcopal Church,l South.
1887 $ 50,069 e | meme | mmmeemn | m————
1892 57,220 | § 7,151 | -=w- $ 7,151 14.3
1897 59,687 2,467 4,3 9,618 19.2
1902 62,768 3,081 53 12,699 25,3
1907 72,100 9,332 4.8 22,031 | 44.3
§ A2 $a)oa%

x Decrease.
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The totals of this table show an increase for thé
whole twenty years, being 47.9% in 1907 above what it
was in 1887. The statistics for each denomination
differ from the totals in one respect, i.e., that during
the gemi—decade from 1897 to 1902 there was a slight

decrcsase in the salaries of the pastors of the Methodist . . !

Episcopal church. The above is well illustrated by
the accompanying diagrams X.a and X.b, , P,

A better comparison of the salaries of the pastors
of these two denominations may be had by going more into
detail. We find that there was a total increase in the
Methodist Episcopal church of $20,641, or 53%, for the
whole twenty years between 1887 and 1907. That for the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for the same time was
$22,031, or 44.2%. The Conference reports show that
there were 81 pastors of country churches in the Method-
ist Episcopal church in 1887 as compared to 100 in the
Methodist Episcopal South, and 91 in 1907 in the former
in comparison to 119 in the latter. The average salary
of the pastors of the former in 1887 was $480.37 in com-
parison to $500,69 in the latter, and in 1907 it was
$654.40 and $605,88 respectively.

The above shows conclusively that the salaries of

the pastors of the Methodist Episcopal churches in rural
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communities were better than those of the pastors of thel
Methodist EpiocOpal)South churches similarly located in é (
1907, This is further verified by the replies to the |
questionaires mentioned above, The average salary of

the 28 pastors of the Methodist Episcopal church :ﬁ:x
replied to the questionaires was $604.50 while that of

the 36 who replied from the other Methodist denomination
was $582.66 for that year. The averages derived from

the questionaires do not quite correspond to those de-
rived from the Conference reports, being somewhat lower,
7.8% for the Methodist Episcopal and 3,87 for the Method-
ist Episcopal, South, or an average of 5.,8%. On the

other hand they are in about the same ratio.

The only means of learning the salaries of the
pastors of country churches of the other denominations
was by questionaires. To the 100 of such questionaires
sent out to the pastors of the country churches of each
of those denominations, 12 replies were received from
those of the Baptist, 8 from those of the Presbyterian,
and 15 from those of the Disciples of Christ, or Christ-
ian church, regarding this point. THe average salaries
of the pastors of these denominations were $543, $472,
and $598, respectively in 1907. Assuming that the
above were approximately 6% below the actual salaries,
taking as the basis of our assumption the results of the
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investigation given above with respect to the Methodiafx
churches, the average salaries of the pastors of the

three last-mentioned denominatione for that year would \\

have been $574, $499, and $633 respectively. The \

latter are evidently approximately correct.

Before teking up Part II., a brief sumary of the
foregoing conditions of the country church may be given ‘
in the form of a table in a separate chapter, Chapter VII.J
showing total increases or decreases by number and percenyé

for the periods of 1887 to 1907 and from 1902 to 1907, :/



-50-

Chapter VII. Sy

Summary of Increases and Decreases as Shown by the

Foregoing Tables.

Table #11.

Total increase or decrease by number and

percent. for periods from 1887 to 1907 and

from 1902 to 1907, e
Increase or decrease Increase or decrease
from 1887 to 1907. from 1902 to 1907,

Subject Number | Percent. Number _ Percent,
Membership 21,468 26, 7,285 X 6.6 X
Number of Churches 142 | 31 108 X | 7.8 %
Value of " $651,140 777 $179,637 13.6
No, of Parsonages 69 60.5 15 8.9
Value of " $135,570 164. $ 76,480 75.5
No, of .Sunday Schools 559 95.7 1,5 % ol X
| Enrollment in " 24,295 67. 1,115 % 1.8 X
Benevolences $ 56,790 | 216.3 $ 23,615 X | 19.4 X
Miscellaneous
Expenditures $138,728| 263.4 $ 91,183 75.9
Salaries of
Pastors $ 42,772 47.9 $ 11,520 9.5

¥ Decrease.
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Part 1II.
Chapter VIII.
The Pastors of the Country Churches.

The pastors of the country churches have already
been gifen some consideration in Chapter VI. Let us
now take up the investigation in this respect more in
detail under the following subdivisions: (1) salary,

(2) education, (3) age, (4) length of time in the ministry,
(5) number of churches served by each pastor, (6) opinions
regarding the influence of the telephone and rural free
delivery on the country churches, and (7) the attitude
toward federation.

1. The average salaries of the pastors of the
country churches of each denomination have already been
given. Furthermore the increase in this respect during
théﬁiggggiiﬁéars covered by this investigation as con-
cerns the Methodist denominations has been shown. Let
us now enter more minutely into the present conditions.

A study of the tabulated statistics given above-
revﬁals the fact that the averages are only a mean
between two extremes. There were several pastors who
replied to the questionaires that were preaching without )
receiving any salary. The minimum salary received by f
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any pastor in the Methodist Episcopal church according to
the above mentioned source of information was,in 1907,
$180; in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, $250; in
the Presbyteriamn, $300; in the Baptist, $50; and in the
Disciples of Christ, or Christian, $65. The maximum
for the same year and in the same order was $936, $900,
8775, $900, and <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>