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ABSTRACT 

 

Two surveys of young college students (N1=134; N2=372) were used to examine what 

perceived familial and educational factors influenced former high school journalism 

students’ comfort levels with controversial stories running in the student newspaper. 

Using theory from developmental psychology, newsroom sociology, communications, 

and legal studies, this dissertation develops a model for understanding both direct and 

indirect influences on freedom of expression in the scholastic press. Specifically, results 

suggest that perceptions of peers’ and advisers’ comfort with publishing controversial 

stories influences individual comfort levels. Contrary to suggestions from other scholastic 

journalism research, former scholastic journalists’ perceptions of their principals’ 

opinions were not predictive of individual comfort levels with running controversial 

stories. Both theoretical and practical implications are discussed.  

 


