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Members of the MU College of Veteri-
nary Medicine Class of 2014 took the 
next step in their careers Oct. 14, 2012, 

at the Missouri Theater. The steps taken that 
afternoon at the 11th Annual White Coat Cer-
emony, symbolized each student’s transition in 
learning; the transition from classroom educa-
tion to hands-on clinical training. As each of the 
110 students crossed the stage to receive their 
white laboratory coat, they were greeted by 
friends, family and CVM faculty.

The students chose a family member, mentor 
or friend to present and assist in putting on 
their coat. According to the American Medical 
Student Association, physicians started wear-
ing white coats in 1889 which symbolized pro-
fessionalism, purity of intent and seriousness 
of purpose.

The White Coat Ceremony marks the midpoint 
in the students’ professional curriculum. The 
first two years of preclinical training include 
basic science studies in anatomy, physiology, cell 
and molecular biology, pathology, pharmacol-
ogy, microbiology, virology and toxicology. The 
students also learned fundamentals in clinical 
disciplines including, anesthesiology, clinical 
pathology, radiology, public health and medicine 
and surgery.

Approximately the next two years of their edu-
cation involves working at the Veterinary Medi-
cal Teaching Hospital in the Small Animal, Food 



a a E p  h O n O r s  n aT  m E s s E r

White Coat,  continued

Animal and Equine clinics, as well as 
undertaking preceptorships in pri-
vate practices or with public agen-
cies on their way to completing their 
DVM degrees.

Dr. Neil Olson, CVM dean, congrat-
ulated the class members, and told 
the class they are now closer to the 
finish of their DVM education than 
the start. Dr. John Dodam, chairman 
of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 
Department told the class, although 
they may be finished with multiple 
choice tests, the next tests will in-
volve patients’ lives. Dr. Ron Cott, 
director of Development and associ-
ate dean of Student and Alumni Af-
fairs, read the Veterinarian’s Oath to 
remind the class that they will live 
their professional life by these words.

Class President Nate Feyerabend 
provided the response on behalf of 
the class. Feyerabend said to his 
classmates, “Congratulations. I feel 
like we’ve really become a family.”

The American Association of 
Equine Practitioners honored 
Nat Messer, DVM, University 

of Missouri College of Veterinary 
Medicine professor of equine medi-
cine, as a Distinguished Lifetime 
Member. Messer was recognized Dec. 
4, 2012, during the AAEP's 58th An-
nual Convention in Anaheim, Calif.

The Distinguished Lifetime Mem-
ber award honors regular and in-
ternational members of the asso-
ciation who have made outstanding 
contributions to the organization 
throughout their career. The AAEP 
nominating committee and the 
board of directors select the recipi-
ent of the award, which is one of the 
organization’s highest honors.

Dr. Messer is retired, but still teach-
es at the CVM on a part-time basis. 
He earned his doctor of veterinary 
medicine at Colorado State Univer-
sity. He is a diplomate of the Ameri-
can Board of Veterinary Practitio-
ners, certified in equine practice 
with more than 40 years’ experience 
as an equine practitioner. 

He is extremely active in the equine 
industry, and has served on multiple 
committees within the AAEP and 
the American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation. He is active in many issues 
relating to equine welfare and has 
served on the Animal Welfare Com-

Dr. Nat Messer

mittee of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association. Messer’s clini-
cal teaching at the CVM focuses on 
equine laminitis, endocrine disease, 
respiratory tract disease, neonatal 
disease and dental disease.

The American Association of Equine 
Practitioners was founded in 1954 
by a group of 11 charter members 
who saw that together they could 
direct the focus of equine veterinary 
medicine. Today, more than 10,000 
veterinarians and veterinary stu-
dents in 57 countries are members 
of the AAEP. The group’s mission is 
to improve the health and welfare of 
the horse, to further the professional 
development of its members, and to 
provide resources and leadership for 
the benefit of the equine industry. 

Briana Kaiser pins her husband, Zach Kai-
ser, with the Missouri Veterinary Medical 
Association lapel pin following the White 
Coat ceremony.



prOjEc Ts E arn miz zOu advanTag E Funds

Researchers at the MU College 
of Veterinary Medicine re-
cently were awarded Mizzou 

Advantage grants for research proj-
ects in comparative medicine. The 
awards of up to $25,000 each will fa-
cilitate teams working on research 
projects in taking their work to the 
next level. This fall, faculty and staff 
were invited to submit proposals for 
Mizzou Advantage funds. Forty re-
quests were submitted, of those, 26 
projects received funding. Three 
projects involving researchers at the 
College were selected for funding.

Funded CVM Projects

Projects of Dogs and Men: Roots of 
Prostate Cancer
The principal investigator on the 
project is Jeff Bryan, DVM, PhD, as-
sociate professor of veterinary oncol-
ogy. Collaborators on the project rep-
resent veterinary medicine, radiology, 
physics, bioinformatics, medical re-
search and the MU Research Reactor.
According to Bryan’s proposal, “This 
year 28,170 men will die of prostate 
cancer. While most cancers are de-
fined by gene mutations that can 
be targeted, prostate cancer is not. 
Prostate cancer is driven by loss of 
normal control of gene expression. 
One mechanism, DNA methyla-
tion, silences critical genes control-
ling cell behavior and causes genes 
driving growth and invasion to be 

expressed. The challenge is find-
ing the “drivers” of cancer among 
the “passenger” changes. Like men, 
companion dogs naturally develop 
prostate cancer, experience spread 
of the tumor, and die of the painful 
consequences. Identifying gene con-
trol changes in dogs that also exist in 
men will expose those that are most 
biologically relevant. 

Developing Canine Models of
Neurodegenerative Disease
The principal investigator on the 
project is Dennis O’Brien, DVM, 
PhD, professor of veterinary neurol-
ogy and Chancellor’s Chair of Ex-
cellence in Comparative Neurology. 
Collaborators on the project repre-
sent veterinary medicine, veteri-
nary pathology and animal science.
According to the proposal summary, 
“Hereditary neurologic diseases that 
affect people also occur in dogs. By 
applying whole genome sequencing 
techniques to the unique population 
structure of dog breeds, we have de-
veloped a gene discovery pipeline 
here at Mizzou that can efficiently 
identify the mutations responsible. 
Though hereditary forms of a dis-
ease such as Parkinson’s disease 
may be rare compared to the com-
mon acquired disease, understand-
ing the pathways involved in heredi-
tary disease can provide insights 
into the cause of the selective neu-
rodegeneration that occurs in Par-
kinson’s disease. If we can identify 

how the mutation leads to disease, 
it will open avenues for therapy in 
the dogs which can ultimately help 
humans with the disease as well.”

Targeting Tumors Using a Combined 
Imaging Agent and Anticancer Drug
The project is a collaboration be-
tween Assistant Professor of Chem-
istry Mark Lee, PhD, and Associate 
Professor of Veterinary Oncology, 
Michael Lewis, PhD. The project 
summary describes their planned 
effort, “Over 1.6 million people are 
diagnosed with cancer each year 
in the United States, resulting in 
nearly 600,000 deaths. There is a 
tremendous unmet need for new 
anticancer agents that are both 
more potent and tumor selective. A 
new and promising approach to the 
treatment of cancer is the develop-
ment of Image Guided Drug Deliv-
ery (IGDD), a form of therapy that 
can provide a real time validation 
and quantitation of the delivery of 
drugs to tumor tissue, while simul-
taneously measuring the therapeu-
tic response. Funding of this pro-
posal will combine existing areas 
of research on the MU campus to 
pursue IGDD projects. These efforts 
will utilize some of Mizzou’s unique 
research strengths; existing small 
animal cancer models, radiophar-
maceutical production at MURR, 
biomolecular imaging, and a family 
of potent anticancer agents devel-
oped on the MU campus.”



MU College of Veterinary 
Medicine alumnus Dr. Paul 
Nicoletti has been named 

to the Florida Agricultural Hall of 
Fame. The organization honors men 
and women for their lasting contri-
butions to Florida agriculture and 
for mentoring youth. He and his fel-
low 2013 inductees will be honored 
during a banquet Feb. 12, 2013.

Nicoletti graduated from the MU 
College of Veterinary Medicine in 
1956. In 1962, he earned a master’s 
degree from the University of Wis-
consin, where he wrote his thesis on 
brucellosis.

He spent the bulk of his career 
with the USDA and the University 
of Florida’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine. Nicoletti made a lasting 
contribution to Florida agriculture 
by improving the procedures used 
to control bovine brucellosis, or 
Bang’s disease. He is an interna-
tionally recognized authority on bo-
vine brucellosis, and his efforts led 
to the eventual eradication of the 
disease in Florida. 

“Dr. Nicoletti has had a long and 
distinguished career in veterinary 
medicine,” said MU College of Vet-
erinary Medicine Dean Neil C. Ol-
son. “His scientific contributions 
have dramatically improved our un-
derstanding of public health threats 
and have improved food safety for 

all people. He truly is a credit to 
the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
to which he has remained a tireless 
champion and a loyal friend. I’m 
happy to congratulate him on this 
latest honor.”

From 1962 to 1968, Nicoletti worked 
as a USDA regional epidemiologist 
in Albany, New York. In this capac-
ity he began conducting field inves-
tigations of brucellosis. From 1968 
to 1972, he served in Iran as an epi-
zootiologist for the United Nations’ 
Food and Agriculture Organization. 
He then returned to the United 
States and his work as a regional 
epidemiologist with the USDA. In 
1975 he was transferred to Gaines-
ville, Fla., where his focus was once 
again brucellosis.

When Nicoletti began his work in 
Gainesville, the national brucello-

sis control program was a subject 
of controversy. The major elements 
of the program were vaccination of 
young cattle and slaughter of cattle 
that were positively identified for 
the disease by a blood test. Com-
pliance was compulsory, and cattle 
owners were only partially com-
pensated for their losses. Nicoletti’s 
leadership helped mitigate the eco-
nomic toll of brucellosis on the Flor-
ida cattle industry. His efforts led 
to improved food safety and better 
protection of human health.

In 1978 Nicoletti joined the faculty 
at the University of Florida’s Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine, where 
he taught courses in infectious dis-
eases, epidemiology, public health, 
and food safety. 

He received the University of Mis-
souri National Alumni Associa-
tion’s Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 1987 and the MU College of Vet-
erinary Medicine Alumni Associa-
tion Alumnus of the Year award in 
2000. In 1994 he was named Vet-
erinarian of the Year by the Florida 
Veterinary Medical Association, and 
in 2003 he was presented with the 
Distinguished Service Award by 
the University of Florida’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine. In 2010 he 
was recognized with the Meyer-
Steele Gold Head Cane Award, the 
highest honor of the American Vet-
erinary Epidemiology Society. 

n i c O l E T T i  T O  E n T E r  a g  h a l l  O F  F a m E

Dr. Paul Nicoletti
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Dr. Robert “Bud” Hertzog received 
two honors at the recent American 
Royal/UPHA Saddlebred Horse 
Show in Kansas City’s Kemper 
Arena. His first honor was being 
named “Horse Person of the Year” 
by the American Royal’s Sadd-
lebred Horse Committee. During 
this presentation it was also an-
nounced that a gift of $500,000 
honoring him will be given to the 
University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

The planned gift will be used to 
create the “Dr. Robert E. Hertzog 

Fund for Excel-
lence in the Office 
of Student Af-
fairs, College of 
Veterinary Medi-
cine.” This will 
be an endowment 
to be utilized at 
the discretion of 
the dean in con-
sultation with 

the associate dean for Student and 
Alumni Affairs to address vet-
erinary student needs and events. 
The donor of the gift wishes to 
remain anonymous. Hertzog is 

a 1956 graduate of the MU CVM 
and has remained an active sup-
porter of the University and the 
American Royal. 

“Dr. Hertzog is so closely identi-
fied with the American Royal that 
it is truly unique among the other 
shows,” American Royal Chair-
man Brant Laue said. “He is rec-
ognized by the veterinary medical 
associations. He’s just one of these 
admired personalities who has 
accomplished a great deal in life, 
and the American Royal has been 
fortunate enough to be associated 

CVM Alumnus Bud Hertzog Receives Dual Honors

Currently, large doses of che-
motherapy are required when 
treating certain forms of can-

cer, resulting in toxic side effects. 
The chemicals enter the body and 
work to destroy or shrink the tumor, 
but also harm vital organs and dras-
tically affect bodily functions. Now, 
scientists at the University of Mis-
souri have proven that a new form 
of prostate cancer treatment that 
uses radioactive gold nanoparticles, 
and was developed at MU, is safe to 
use in dogs. Sandra Axiak-Bechtel, 
an assistant professor in oncology at 
the MU College of Veterinary Medi-

cine, says that this is a big step for 
gold nanoparticle research.

“Proving that gold nanoparticles 
are safe to use in the treatment of 
prostate cancer in dogs is a big step 
toward gaining approval for clinical 
trials in men,” Axiak-Bechtel said. 
“Dogs develop prostate cancer nat-
urally in a very similar way as hu-
mans, so the gold nanoparticle treat-
ment has a great chance to translate 
well to human patients.”
 

For their treatment, Kattesh Katti, 
a curators’ professor of radiology 
and physics in the School of Medi-
cine and the College of Arts and Sci-

ence, and other MU scientists, have 
found a more efficient way of target-
ing prostate tumors by using radio-
active gold nanoparticles. This new 
treatment would require doses that 
are thousands of times smaller than 
chemotherapy and do not travel 
through the body inflicting damage 
to healthy areas.
 

“We found remarkable results in 
mice, which showed a significant 
reduction in tumor volume through 
single injections of the radioactive 
gold nanoparticles,” said Katti. 
“These findings have formed a solid 

Continued on page 6

Dr. “Bud” 
Hertzog



foundation, and we hope to translate the utility of this 
novel nanomedicine therapy to treating human cancer 
patients.”

Current treatments for prostate cancer are not effec-
tive in patients who have aggressive prostate cancer 
tumors. Most of the time, prostate cancers are slow-
growing; the disease remains localized and it is eas-
ily managed. However, aggressive forms of the disease 
spread to other parts of the body, and is the second-
leading cause of cancer deaths in U.S. men. The MU 
scientists believe their treatment will be able to shrink 
aggressive tumors or eliminate them completely. Axiak-
Bechtel says this treatment can be safe and effective in 
dogs as well as humans because dogs are the only other 
mammal to naturally contract the aggressive form of 
prostate cancer.
 

“Being able to test the gold nanoparticle treatment on 
dogs is very helpful, because dogs develop these tumors 
naturally,” Axiak-Bechtel said. “Because dogs can’t tell 
us how they feel, many times they are diagnosed with 
the disease too late, but this treatment gives us some 
hope that we can still combat aggressive tumors.”
 

Axiak-Bechtel and Katti, who is also a senior research 
scientist at the MU Research Reactor, have been work-
ing with colleagues in the Department of Radiology and 
Cathy Cutler at the MU Research Reactor, to develop 
the gold nanoparticle treatment. This research was pre-
sented at the 2012 World Veterinary Cancer Conference 
in Paris.
 

This study is a result of collaboration through the One 
Health/One Medicine area of Mizzou Advantage. Miz-
zou Advantage is a program that focuses on four areas 
of strength: food for the future, media of the future, 
one health/one medicine, and sustainable energy. The 
goals of Mizzou Advantage are to strengthen existing 
faculty networks, create new networks and propel Miz-
zou’s research, instruction and other activities to the 
next level.

Nanoparticles, continued

A team of University of Missouri researchers has 
found that introducing a missing gene into the cen-
tral nervous system could help extend the lives of 
patients with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) – the 
leading genetic cause of infantile death in the world.  
SMA is a rare genetic disease that is inherited by one 
in 6,000 children who often die young because there 
is no cure. Children who inherit SMA are missing a 
gene that produces a protein which directs nerves in 
the spine to give commands to muscles.
 

The MU team, led by Christian Lorson, professor in 
the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology and the 
Department of Molecular Microbiology and Immu-
nology, introduced the missing gene into mice born 
with SMA through two different methods: intrave-
nously and directly into the mice’s central nervous 
systems. While both methods were effective in extend-
ing the lives of the mice, Lorson found that introduc-
ing the missing gene directly into the central nervous 
system extended the lives of the mice longer. 

“Typically, mice born with SMA only live five or six 
days, but by introducing the missing SMN gene into 
the mice’s central nervous systems, we were able to 
extend their lives 10-25 days longer than SMA mice 
who go untreated,” said Lorson.“This is a treatment 
method that is very close to being a reality for human 
patients. Clinical trials of SMA treatment using gene 
therapy are likely to begin in next 12-18 months, bar-
ring any unforeseen problems.”
 

The study, “Direct central nervous system delivery 
provides enhanced protection following vector medi-
ated gene replacement in a severe model of Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy”, was published in “Biochemical 
and Biophysical Research Communications.” Co-au-
thors of the study include Jacqueline Glascock and 
Monir Shababi from MU CVM. 

Gene Therapy Extends Lives 
of Mice with Fatal Disease



Dr. Alex Jose Bermudez, 55, of 
Columbia, an associate profes-
sor in veterinary pathobiology 
at the MU College of Veterinary 
Medicine and the director of 
the Veterinary Medical Diag-
nostic Laboratory, passed away 
on Oct. 8, 2012.

He was born on Feb. 25, 1957, 
in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. 
He earned a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from Bates Col-
lege in Maine, and a master’s 
degree in 1984 and doctor of 
veterinary medicine in 1986 
from the University of Illinois. 
In 1980, he married Lisa Lunde-
lius of Pennsylvania. 

Following an avian medicine in-
ternship at North Carolina State 
University, and positions at the 
University of Connecticut and 
The Ohio State University, he 
became a faculty member and 
avian pathologist at the Univer-
sity of Missouri Veterinary Med-
ical Diagnostic Laboratory in 
1991. Since 2005, he served as 
the director of the laboratory. 

Dr. Bermudez was a member 
of the American Association 
of Avian Pathologists and the 
American College of Poultry 
Veterinarians of which he was 
elected president in July. He 
also represented the ACPV on 
the American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association, American Board 
of Veterinary Specialties from 
2001 to 2007. He had been an 
associate editor for the journal 

Poultry Science for 10 years and 
served on the editorial board of 
Avian Diseases. He also served 
on the editorial board of the of 
the Avian Disease Manual pub-
lished by the American Associa-
tion of Avian Pathologists (1994 
– 2006) and was a contributing 
author to the text “Diseases of 
Poultry” (10th, 11th, and 12th 
Editions).  

Dr. Bermudez was an active 
member of Evangelical Free 
Church and later the Interna-
tional Community Church. He 
served both churches as elder, 
teacher, Bible study leader, and 
most importantly, a tireless 
helper to those in need.  From 
childhood he had an abiding 
love of nature. An avid bird-
watcher, enthusiastic fisher-
man, and persistent (if rarely 
successful) hunter, his great 
joys were spending time in the 
countryside and at the beach. 

He is survived by his wife, Lisa, 
and children, Alexa, Steven 
(Carla), and Peter, all of Colum-
bia, his father, José Bermudez 
of Puerto Rico, and half-broth-
er, Jan Henle (Dee) of New York 
City. He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Atti Vanden-
berg Bermudez. 

The family would like memori-
als to go to the International 
Community Church, 1107 Uni-
versity Ave., Columbia, Mo., 
65201, or to the University of 
Missouri, W210 Vet Med Build-
ing, Columbia, Mo., 65211

Dr. Alex Bermudez Passes Away
Dr. Venkataseshu Kuppuswamy Ganjam, passed 
away Nov. 26,  2012, at University Hospital in 
Columbia at the age of 72. Dr. Ganjam, DVM, PhD, 
was a professor in the Department of Biomedical 
Sciences at the University of Missouri College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

He was born July 6, 1940, in India and grew up 
in Tirupati. He had an early passion for medicine, 
obtaining a degree in veterinary medicine before 
leaving India.  He arrived in Pullman, Wash., for 
graduate studies in 1962, having $5 in his pocket. 
He completed his doctorate at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and built a distinguished career in physiol-
ogy and endocrinology, serving as tenured faculty at 
the University of Pennsylvania, Auburn University 
and the University of Missouri, starting in 1981. 
He met his loving wife of 40 years, Irene, at McGill 
University in Montreal. Dr. Ganjam was a prolific 
researcher, greatly enjoyed cultivating relationships 
across campus and loved teaching. He had a fantas-
tic command of languages and was a storehouse of 
jokes, anecdotes, and quotes. He enjoyed sports and 
was an avid cricket fan. 

Dr. Ganjam is survived by his wife, Irene; son, 
Kris Ganjam of Seattle, Wash.; daughter, Ricarda 
Ganjam of Washington, DC (Chad Luebbert); elder 
brother, Audiseshu Ganjam of Chennai, India; two 
sisters Manonmani Krishnamurthy of Hyderabad, 
India and Vasumathi Viswanathan of Chennai, 
India; and three grandchildren Sidney, Sophia and 
Skylar Luebbert of Washington, DC. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Dr. Ganjam Kup-
puswamy and Padmavathi and sister, Rajeswari 
Ramamurthy.

Memorial donations toward biomedical research 
may be made to the University of Missouri, College 
of Veterinary Medicine, W210 Veterinary Medicine 
Building, Columbia, Mo. 65211.

Dr. Venkataseshu Ganjam passes away
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The quest for the ideal preceptorship can be daunt-
ing.  University of Missouri College of Veterinary 
Medicine students are fortunate to have an expe-

rienced guide to assist them: Student Services Coordi-
nator Angela Tennison, DVM. Tennison listens to the 
students’ interests and finds a preceptorship location 
— clinic, hospital, or other business — that meets the 
individual’s goals. She also seeks out veterinarians who 
enjoy teaching. 

Recently, the ideal fit for three CVM students happened 
to be Brentwood Animal Hospital. Ashley Seder, John 
McCarty and Timothy Hutson each served a preceptor-
ship under the tutelage of Dr. William Shore, a manag-
ing partner of the clinic. Shore attended the University 
of Missouri and graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
biology in 1974 and a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine de-
gree in 1979. 

Seder, a fourth-year CVM student, spent two weeks with 
Brentwood Animal Hospital at different times. “Every-
thing worked out and I loved my experience so much 
that I decided to have a second go.” One of the high-
lights was being able to explore her interest in acupunc-
ture under the tutelage of Dr. Sherry Headrick, who pro-
vides acupuncture and physical rehabilitation one day a 
week at Brentwood Animal Hospital. “It was fascinating 
to see alternative medicine in action, and Dr. Headrick 
was eager to discuss her training and the benefits she 
has seen in some of her patients.”

“The most important lesson that I took away from this 
preceptorship was being able to work with your fellow 
veterinarians and staff as a team,” Seder said. Seder en-
joyed the people and the atmosphere of the clinic, and 
the way everyone was eager to answer her questions and 
share stories and advice. 

“Dr. Shore told me a story about how he gained an intern-
ship by agreeing to suture a wound on the spot during his 
interview. The veterinarian was impressed because other 
applicants had declined because they didn’t feel comfort-
able,” Seder recalled. From this, she said she learned that 

even if you don’t feel particularly confident, you have the 
knowledge base and the capability to perform, and ac-
cepting the challenge will set you apart.

Seder’s advice, “Keep an open mind when entering a pre-
ceptorship, ask questions about why things are done the 
way they are, ask to participate in procedures.”

It was Dr. Shore’s enthusiasm for veterinary medicine 
and the reputation of his clinic that led Hutson, also a 
fourth-year student to choose Brentwood Animal Hos-
pital. “Dr. Shore’s enthusiasm came through on many 
occasions. He would say that after all his years in the 
profession he still enjoys waking up to come to work,” 
Hutson said.

Hutson was particularly interested in gaining experi-
ence in dermatology, dentistry, and radiology. “I was able 
to work with cases in all of my areas of interest,” Hutson 
said. “I enjoyed being able to see so many cases and how 
the doctors at the clinic treated them.” Hutson also ap-
preciated learning about the business side of the clinic.
McCarty, also in the fourth year of the professioanl vet-
erinary curriculum, valued the opportunity to learn var-
ious methods of doing things and to explore most areas 
of medicine during his preceptorship. Each clinician in 
the practice had an interest or area of strength, McCarty 
said. “Dr. Shore allowed me to help him with some sur-
geries. Dr. James Ryterski and Dr. Chandra Heider liked 
to talk about cases and quiz me a little about pathogen-
esis or differentials.”

Some of the cases made a particular impact. “I remem-
ber seeing a cat with typical textbook clinical signs of 
uremia,” McCarty said. “It was a really distinct image 
that I will never forget, and made me feel like I was re-
ally putting together the lecture end of school with the 
practical real life end of veterinary medicine.”
McCarty’s advice to those entering a preceptorship is to 
not fixate on one area. “At this point we need to really 
just get thrown into the mix, even if it is the seemingly 
easy stuff,” he said. “Try drawing blood, doing a cysto’, 
or take a history during these preceptorships. Let the 
clinic put you to work a bit.”


