
HERBERT ARTHUR KRAUSE

(Written text and photographs provided by William John Krause II). Herbert Arthur Krause (Herb) 
was born on May 25, 1905, in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, the eldest son of  Arthur Adolph and Bertha 
(Peters) Krause.  Herb was educated in the common schools of  Friberg Township and confirmed in 
the German Immanuel Lutheran Church of  Friberg with the class of  1920. Herbert Krause attended 
rural school District 115 also known as Wolf  Lake School. Herb was interested in writing poetry at an 
early age (about ten), however, further education seemed impossible to him at the time. Even though 
he was a bright student (he was twice promoted a year early) this meant very little as there was no high 
school nearby and each student was required by law to remain in school until the age of  sixteen. The 
nearest secondary schools were in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, about ten miles away. As a result he ended 
up spending four years in the ninth grade. He graduated from the common school in 1921. Further 
education seemed out of  the question, as he was needed to work on the farm. Both his father and 
mother believe that once he was confirmed and finished elementary school the duty of  the eldest son 
was to help support the family. However, he was given encouragement to further his education by 
several relatives, especially his aunt, Emma Selma Krause (Mrs. John Schulz). Finally his parents 
agreed, but that if  he did go on to further his education he should prepare himself  for the Lutheran 
ministry. In the interim, he was expected to assist on the farm and in the blacksmith shop until his 
brother Julius was old enough to take his place.
In 1925 the Ottertail Power Company began hiring construction workers, especially those who could 
supply a team of  horses and a scrapper blade or wagon. Herb and his span of  horses got a job at 
$6.50 a day on the construction crew moving earth to construct the Ottertail Friberg Dam. With the 
money he saved Herb was able to further his education and pursue his dream of  writing poetry. Herb 
was 21 years old when he entered the academy division of  Park Region Luther College, a small 
Norwegian Lutheran Synod school in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. The academy he attended was 
somewhat equivalent to a senior high school or junior college of  today. When Herb began to study at 
the academy he was three to four years older than his classmates. He worked doing whatever he could 
find to cover costs and stayed with his grandmother, Augusta W. (Richter) Krause, in Fergus Falls to 
avoid paying room and board. During this period Herb sold Bibles door to door to earn money for his 
schooling. Herb became the editor of  the school paper and was chosen by his fellow students as their 
representative to the Lutheran Student’s Union Convention that was to be held in Washington State. 
Herb’s roommate at this time, Mr. Marvin A. Evenson, related that Herb was unwilling to accept this 
offer as he lacked a suit, tie and new shoes to wear, a major concern for him, as this was his first 
adventure out of  state to meet his peers. His schoolmates got together and loaned him the cloths and 
shoes to wear so he could make this trip as their representative. Herb officially graduated from the 
academy at Park Region Luther College in June of  1931 with an A.A. degree and ranked second in his 
class. He continued his education at St. Olaf  College in Northfield, Minnesota, and graduated magna 
cum laude from the Education Department in June of  1933. He entered graduate school at the 
University of  Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, in the fall of  1934. During this period he wrote several poems 
that are included in his master’s thesis, Pockerbrush, at the University of  Iowa in 1935.
Herb joined the faculty of  Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in 1938 and was the 
chairman of  the English Department from 1938 to 1946. His lectures on Shakespeare were so popular 
that they became a campus legend with many of  the faculty in attendance. Herb was the novelist-in-
residence his entire tenure at the college and received an honorary doctorate from Augustana in 1970. 
As chairman at Augustana he established a division for creative writing that focused on the 
preservation of  the heritage of  settlers in that region. Herb published three novels concerned with the 
settling and everyday farm life in Western Minnesota: Wind without Rain (1939), which sold over 
400,000 copies, The Thresher (1945), and The Oxcart Trail (1954). He was awarded a Breadloaf  
Scholarship in 1937, and received the Friends of  American Writers Award in 1939 for Wind without 
Rain, and the Minnesota Regional Writers Award in 1945 to complete The Thresher. In addition, Herb 
published a collection of  poems, Neighbor Boy, in 1940. He also wrote The Builder and the Stone, a 1939 
historical poem; Giant in the Wooded Earth, the Minnesota statehood poem in 1958, and The Big Four, a 
script for a film on wildlife preservation for the Minnesota Museum of  Natural History.  
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Herb received a grant from the American Association for the Advancement of  Science in 1951 for 
a bibliography entitled, The Literature of  South Dakota. He also wrote a full-length play between 1959 
and 1960 entitled, Crazy Horse, concerned with an historical period of  the Northern Great Plains. In 
1974, Herb wrote Prelude to Glory with Gary D. Olsen, a newspaper accounting of  Custer’s 1874 
expedition into the Black Hills of  South Dakota. 
Despite Herb’s love of  poetry and his desire to make his mark by publishing his poems, it was 
through his essays that critics consider his love for the written word and his being a word smith 
truly shines. Two of  these are: Clear Light of  Children’s Joy Shines on in Memory (concerned with a 
soldier during WW II remembering his childhood Christmases spent in the hill country near Fergus 
Falls) and The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party (based on Alice in Wonderland, concerned with the lack of  
public concern with regard to damage of  chemicals on the environment and themselves). Most of  
Herb’s poems and essays are collected together in a book published in 1990 and edited by Arthur R. 
Huseboe entitled: Herbert Krause: Poems & Essays.
Herb wrote numerous articles on literature and history and was a frequent contributor to state and 
national ornithological journals. He was the past president of  the South Dakota Ornithologist 
Union and also served as the editor of  the Northern Great Plains Region “Audubon Field Notes”. 
In 1958 Herb received a grant from the American Association for the Advancement of  Science to 
compile the literature of  South Dakota Ornithology. Herb was a lecturer on ornithology for the 
National Audubon Society in 1963. Herbert A. Krause's Ornithological Writings were published by 
The Center for Western Studies in 2008 under the title of  Birding in the Northern Plains edited 
by Ronald R. Nelson.
In addition to his teaching career at Augustana, Herb was also a guest lecturer at several other 
universities and colleges. He was a staff  member at the University of  Iowa Writers Conference 
during the summers of  1939 and 1941 when he met and worked with poet Robert Frost.  During 
the summer of  1954 he was a visiting professor at the University of  Minnesota and was a visiting 
lecturer at the University of  New Mexico in 1956. Herb was a Fulbright Lecturer at the Universities 
of  Witwatersrand and Natal in the Union of  South Africa from 1961 through 1963. In addition, he 
was visiting professor of  English and Creative Writing under a Rockefeller Foundation Grant at the 
University of  the Philippines from 1966 to 1969. 
In 1970 Herbert Krause founded The Center for Western Studies located on the campus of  
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and was the director during that year. With the 
support of  numerous colleagues and the Augustana Board of  Regents, The Center for Western 
Studies is an archives and museum established to preserve and record the immigrant cultures of  the 
Northern Prairie Plains and to record the stories of  the people who settled the West and of  the 
Native Americans whom they met. Upon his death Herb bequeathed his entire estate and personal 
30,000-volume library to The Center for Western Studies.
Herbert Arthur Krause was inducted into the South Dakota Hall of  Fame under the category of  
Educational & Cultural Affairs in 1978. The South Dakota Hall of  Fame is located at 11480 S. 
Main, Chamberlain, South Dakota.
Herbert Krause, who never married, died Wednesday, September 22, 1976. He was buried at the 
Woodlawn Cemetery, 2001 South Cliff  Avenue in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. During his lifetime 
Herb never purchased or learned how to drive an automobile. He used public transportation. 
Because he did not drive, Herb had his friends and relatives take him on field trips both to study 
birds and to collect data for his writings. One of  Herb's older brothers (Julius Krause) and Julius's 
brother-in-law (Eddie Duenow) and Julius's nephew (Duane Kolle) took him on numerous trips 
into Northern Minnesota and Canada. One of  Herb's younger brothers (William John Krause) 
took him throughout the Dakotas, the Black Hills, and to various regions in Montana.
Note: Herb’s struggle to escape the poverty and the resistance to his dream of  becoming a poet/
writer during his early years is summarized in Arthur R. Huseboe's treatise Herbert Krause (No. 
66, 1985) published by Boise State University, Boise, Idaho, as part of  that institution's Western 
writers series, and in the introduction of  Arthur R. Huseboe’s Poems and Essays of  Herbert 
Krause published by The Center for Western Studies, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, 1990. An extensive collection of  materials concerned with the life and works of  Herbert 
Krause is housed at The Center for Western Studies.
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Conformation picture of  Herbert Arthur 
Krause from the Immanual Lutheran Church 
of  Friberg. Date of  photograph is 1920. 
(Courtesy of  Arthur R. Huseboe and The 
Center for Western Studies).

Herbert Arthur Krause in a 1939 photograph 
that was used to advertise "Wind Without 
Rain" in The Saturday Review of  Literature 
(New York) Vol. XIX, No. 16, Saturday, 
February 11, 1939.

Herbert Arthur Krause on the back porch of  his parents 
home in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, following the successful 
publication of  his first major novel: Wind Without Rain. 
Date of  the photograph is thought to be 1939.

Herbert Arthur Krause photographed with fellow 
poet Robert Frost at Paul Engle's house in Iowa City, 
Iowa, during June of  1942. (Courtesy of  Arthur R. 
Huseboe and The Center for Western Studies).
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Herbert Arthur Krause composing in his 
office at Augustana College in an undated 
photograph.

Herbert Arthur Krause in an undated photograph.

Herbert Arthur Krause holding a nice string of  
walleyes following a fishing trip with his 
brothers  William J. (Johnny), Harold E. and 
Julius O. Krause. Photograph taken near Deer 
Lake, Minnesota, around 1947.

Herbert Arthur Krause with a stringer of  bluegills 
caught with his brother William John Krause (Johnny) 
and sister-in-law Hazel Ruby (Nelson) Krause at the 
Friberg Dam in Ottertail County, Minnesota. 
Photograph taken during the summer of  1938. 
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A photograph of  Herbert A. Krause after he was 
awarded an Honorary Doctor of  Humane Letters 
on May 19, 1970, by Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. (Photograph courtesy of  
Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).

Herbert A. Krause (right) and a friend photographed in 
front of  his mother's home on Cleveland Avenue in 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota, prior to a birding trip. Because 
Herb did not drive he relied on friends and relatives to 
take him to Northern Minnesota and Canada to study 
birds and to collect data for his writings. (Photograph 
courtesy of  Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).

Herbert A. Krause on a field trip in South Africa. 
Date photograph was taken April 22, 1961. Herb 
was a Fulbright Lecturer at the Universities of  
Witwatersrand and Natal in the Union of  South 
Africa from 1961 through 1963. (Photograph 
courtesy of  Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).

Herbert A. Krause holding a feathered friend in the 
backyard of  his brother's (Julius Krause) home on 
Cleveland Avenue in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Date 
of  photograph 1962. (Photograph courtesy of  Judy 
Lynn (Krause) Coreson). 
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Herbert A. Krause (center) planning his lectureship assignment to the Union of  South 
Africa with two students from that region: Roland Ferguson (Freetown, Sierra Leone) and 
Alfred Lyaro (Moshi, Tanganyika). (Photograph courtesy of  Cathleen (Miller) Berglund).

Herbert A. Krause (second from left) at a social engagement in the Philippines. Seated to his right 
are Imelda and Ferdinand Marcos, president and first lady of  the Philippines from 1965-1986. A 
personal letter from President Marcos had Herbert Krause's Rockefeller Foundation Grant to the 
Philippines extended by a year. (Photograph courtesy of  Cathleen (Miller) Berglund).
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An undated photograph of  Herbert Arthur Krause with his long-time friend Dr. Helmer Blegen, professor of  
foreign languages and archivist. (Photograph courtesy of  Kelvin Keith Krause).
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A photograph of  The Center for Western Studies taken by Dennis Lyle Krause in 2002. The Center is located on the 
campus of  Augustan College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The entrance is to extreme left. This impressive two story 
structure begins a glass teepee at the entrance that contains a blend of  Christian and Native American symbols. The Center 
houses an impressive museum, an art gallery, and a large library and research facility which occupies the majority of  the 
second floor. The Center acts the primary resource for scholars researching the settlement of  the Northern Plains Region. 
The Center for Western Studies is the depository for numerous rare documents, diaries, first person accounts, art work, as 
well as artifacts. It also contains items that conveys the prospective of  the Native Americans during this period of  history.

William John Krause II (Bill) donating the 
binoculars of  Herbert Arthur Krause to Arthur 
Huseboe (left) executive director of  The Center 
for Western Studies during the Spring of  2004.

Herbert Arthur Krause was not only a 
gifted novelist and poet but also a well 
known ornithologist. He is pictured here 
holding his trade mark, the binoculars.
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William John Krause II (Bill)(left) with two of  Herbert A. Krause's first cousins, Robert Sellin (center) and 
Jim Krause (right) photographed with the bust of  Herbert A. Krause, the founder of  The Center for 
Western Studies. The photograph was taken during the Dakota Conference held at the Center during the 
Spring of  2005. One session of  the conference was devoted to the life and works of  Herbert A. Krause.

A photograph that illustrates Park Region Lutheran College at about the time when Herbert Krause attended and began his 
long association with higher education. The book from which these photographs were taken is housed within the library of  
The Center for Western Studies. It should be noted that Herbert's uncle, Otto Franz Krause, also attended and graduated 
from Park Region Lutheran College in 1911. Otto Krause also taught at Park Region Lutheran College. The transcripts and 
records of  both Otto Franz and Herbert Arthur Krause are now housed at the Carl B. Ylvisaker Library, Concordia 
College, 901 8th Street, South Moorhead, Minnesota.
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

A copy of  Herbert Arthur Krause's curriculum vitae. (Courtesy of  the Otter Tail County Historical 
Society, Fergus Falls, Minnesota).
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An article written about Herbert A. Krause and the release of  his second novel "The Thresher". 
The article was published in the SDEA Journal, Volume 22: Number 6, February, 1947, page 246. 
(Courtesy of  Lisa Brown).
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An article about Herbert Arthur Krause and his experiences following an expedition to Hudson Bay. Published in the Fergus 
Falls Daily Journal, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, Friday, August 4, 1950. (Article courtesy of  Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).
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Continuation of  the article about Herbert Arthur Krause and his experiences following an expedition to 
Hudson Bay. Published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, Friday, August 4, 1950. 
(Article courtesy of  Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).
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Continuation of  the article about Herbert Arthur Krause and his experiences following an expedition to Hudson Bay. 
Published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, Friday, August 4, 1950. (Article courtesy of  Judy 
Lynn (Krause) Coreson).
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An article about Herbert Arthur Krause and his third major novel, The Ox-Cart Trail. Published in the Fergus 
Falls Daily Journal, Tuesday, March 30, 1954.
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From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 3, 
Saturday, January 2, 1954.

From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, 
September 23, 1957.

An article written by 
Herbert Krause published 
in the Fergus Falls Daily 
Journal, page 2, Saturday, 
March 6, 1954.
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From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 
5, Friday, May 21, 1954.

From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 5, 
Saturday, January 30, 1954.

From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 6, 
Wednesday, August 24, 1955.

From: Fergus Falls 
Daily Journal, page 5, 
Saturday, November 
13, 1954.
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From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 3, 
Monday, November 8, 1954.

From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 10, 
Wednesday, June 29, 1955.

From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 4, 
Wednesday, September 23, 1953.
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Above: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 5, Tuesday, April 6, 
1954.
Right: An article written by Herbert Krause that appeared in 
the Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 9, Thursday, November 
11, 1954.
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Article on Herbert Arthur Krause. Date and 
Publication unknown. (Article courtesy of   
Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).

Article on Herbert Arthur Krause taken from the Sioux City Sunday 
Journal, December 4, 1960. (Article courtesy of   Judy Lynn (Krause) 
Coreson).
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From: Fergus Falls Daily Journal, page 6, 
Monday, April 19, 1954.

An article written by Herbert Krause that appeared in the Fergus 
Falls Daily Journal, page 3, Monday, March 29, 1954.
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A 1960 article about Herbert Arthur Krause as he planned to leave to 
lecture at the University of  Johannesburg, South Africa, after being 
awarded a Fullbright Lectureship. Source unknown, thought to be 
Fergus Falls Daily Journal, Fergus Falls, Minnesota. (Article courtesy of  
Judy Lynn (Krause) Coreson).

An early undated photograph of  Herbert Arthur Krause with his first novel, "Wind Without Rain."
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