
WILLIAM JOHN KRAUSE II

(Written text and photographs provided by William John Krause II). William John Krause II (Bill) 
was born March 24, 1942, at the Frances Mahon Deaconess Hospital in Glasgow, Montana. His father 
was William John Krause (Johnny) and his mother was Hazel Ruby (Nelson) Krause. Bill completed 
grades 1-4 at the Fort Peck Elementary School in Fort Peck, Montana, and completed grades 5-12 in 
Pickstown, South Dakota, graduating from Pickstown High School as Salutatorian in 1960. He was a 
member of  the National Honor Society and was chosen to represent Pickstown High School at Boys 
State in 1959. Bill was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran Faith on May 13, 1956 in Lake Andes, 
South Dakota. Bill was active in both Cub and Boy Scouts and attained the rank to Eagle Scout on May 
9, 1959. He earned a Bachelor’s of  Arts Degree in Biology from Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, in 1964, a Master’s of  Science Degree in Anatomy from the University of  Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa, in 1966, and a Doctorate of  Philosophy in Anatomy from the University of  Missouri, Columbia, 
Missouri, in 1969.
William J. Krause II (Bill) experienced what could be described as an idealistic childhood that extended 
well into early adulthood. Throughout his lifetime he lived within walking distance of  the Missouri 
River. Initially at Fort Peck, Montana, during his early years, then at Pickstown, South Dakota, during 
adolescence, and finally at Columbia, Missouri, during the remainder of  his life. Very small populations 
characterized the first two communities he lived in and as a result Bill was given complete freedom to 
do whatever he desired at his own choosing. In school, because of  small class size, he could participate 
in any extracurricular activity of  choice. He grew up fishing, swimming, hunting and exploring nature 
along the river. The only instance when one would be concerned about his welfare was if  he didn’t 
show up for supper. Bill was without a doubt one of  the true “river rats”. While in Montana he spent 
several summer weeks on the Nelson Homestead located near Tampico, Montana. During his early 
years at the Nelson Homestead he learned to drive a team of  horses to transport hay and shocks of  
wheat at harvest time. It was there that he also learned to operate some early farm machinery (tractors, 
binders, rakes) under the tutelage of  his uncle, Morris (Pete) Nelson. In his younger years Bill enjoyed 
helping with the farm chores (getting water and driving it to the house from the well, bringing in wood 
for the wood stove that was used for both cooking and heating, shocking, milking, and gathering eggs 
from the chicken coop). He especially enjoyed cranking a hand separator to separate cream from milk 
after milking each day and turning the cream into butter. His favor time was harvest time at threshing, 
when all the neighbors would come to help and four large meals would be served each day. This type 
of  freedom continued throughout his adolescence after the family moved to Pickstown, South Dakota. 
The early farming skills that he acquired in Montana would serve him well in the future, as during the 
summer following his Junior Year in High School (1959) he worked as a farm hand for the Connot 
family whose property was divided by the borders of  South Dakota and Nebraska. Bill was paid five 
dollars a day plus room and board. In addition to regular farm chores, his job consisted mainly of  
plowing fields early in the summer and cutting and raking hay during the remainder of  the summer. A 
few weekends in late summer were spent on horseback moving cattle out of  the rough hill country to 
better pastures for fall and winter. The primary difference in life style after moving to South Dakota 
was the hunting improved considerably (primarily pheasants) as well as opportunities to explore new 
areas. On several occasions his mother, Hazel Ruby (Nelson) Krause, would drive him along nearby 
country roads after school to hunt pheasants with his 410 shotgun. More often than not he would have 
his five birds within about thirty minutes. Fishing occurred almost every evening and on weekends with 
his father (William J. Krause, Johnny) for sauger and walleye. Many of  the daylight hours during the 
summer were spent looking for arrowheads and slugs (bullets fired from 45-50 carbines that were used 
by soldiers stationed at Fort Randall during the late 1880s) fired at an old target range.  These could be 
found along the bank of  the Fort Randall reservoir (Lake Francis Case) when the water levels would 
rise and fall exposing them. 
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Bill spent the majority of  his formative years out doors and was active in sports. He viewed his first 
TV program in 1957 during his sophomore year in High School when the family purchased their 
first television. After graduation from Pickstown High School and during the summers when he 
attended Augustana College, Bill was employed by the Corps of  Engineers at the Fort Randall 
Dam. With each summers employment he was able to make enough money to cover the costs of  
his education for the following school year at Augustana College. He worked on the maintenance 
crew at the Fort Randall power plant for two summers, on a maintenance crew that serviced the 
Pickstown community for two summers, and the last summer he worked as a deck hand on a 
tugboat and barge flotilla that operated on Lake Francis Case, the impoundment behind Fort 
Randall Dam. Following graduation from Augustana College, Bill was awarded an NDEA 
Fellowship to attend the University of  Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa, the following year.
William John Krause II married Winifred Alice Clark (Win or Winnie) on June 10, 1967, at the 
Westminster United Presbyterian Church in Des Moines, Iowa. They met while attending the 
University of  Iowa. Winifred was the daughter of  Alvin Gerald Clark and Laura Madelane (Nunes) 
Clark. Winifred was born on September 27, 1945, at Fort Des Moines, Iowa. She was the first baby 
born to a member of  the Woman’s Army Corps (WACs) in a United States Army Hospital and to 
commemorate this event they chose a name the initials of  which would signify WAC. Winifred 
attended Johnston Consolidated School in Johnston, Iowa, from 1954 to 1962 and then moved to 
Redwood City, California, to continue her education and reside with her aunt, Pauline Ratkavitch. 
She graduated from Sequoia High School, Redwood City, California, in 1963 and attended San 
Mateo Junior College, in San Mateo, California, from 1963 to 1965. She then transferred to the 
University of  Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, and graduated with a B.A. degree in English in 1967. In the 
year 2000 she started her own business that specialized in helping others to effectively use their 
computers (primarily Macintosh computers). She also developed and maintained several web pages. 
The name of  her business was: iHelp.   
Bill and Winifred had two children; a son Phillip Roland Krause born November 20, 1968 in 
Boone County Hospital, Columbia, Missouri, and a daughter Amanda Elizabeth Krause born 
December 5, 1971 in Boone County Hospital, Columbia, Missouri.
After completing his PhD degree in 1969, Bill accepted an appointment to teach and do research at 
Monash University located in Clayton, Victoria, Australia. They lived in Clayton, Victoria, Australia 
from 1969 to 1971. They then returned to the United States as Bill accepted an appointment to 
teach at the University of  Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, in 1971. During his tenure at the 
University of  Missouri, Bill also accepted visiting Professorships to teach at the following 
Universities: St.Georges University Medical School in Grenada, West Indies (1993; 1998), 
University of  Southampton, United Kingdom (on a Burroughs Wellcome Research Travel Grant, 
1992) and the University of  Western Australia, Nedlands, Perth, Western Australia (on a Visiting 
Professorship, 1991). They lived in Delkeith, Perth, Australia, during most of  1991. During his 
career he published 270 peer reviewed scientific articles and 23 book chapters/monographs/
textbooks, some of  which have been translated into Spanish and Japanese (to view go to PubMed 
krause wj). The most significant of  these were: Development of  the Digestive System in the 
North American Opossum (Didelphis virginiana) in Adv. Anat. Embryol. Cell Biol. (1992) 
Vol. 125 pp 148; A Review of  Histogenesis/Organogenesis in the Developing North 
American Opossum (Didelphis virginiana) in Adv. Anat. Embryol. Cell Biol. (1998) Vol 143 (I) pp 
143 and Vol 143 (II) pp 120; Brunner’s Glands: A Structural, Histochemical and Pathological 
Profile in Prog. Histochem. Cytochem. (2000), Vol. 35 pp 255-367; The Art of  Examining and 
Interpreting Histologic Preparations (2004), Universal Publishers, Boca Raton, Florida; 
Essential Human Histology for Medical Students (2005), Universal Publishers, Boca Raton, 
Florida; and An Atlas of  Opossum Organogenesis (2008), Universal Publishers, Boca Raton, 
Florida.  Bill was considered the leading authority on the biology of  Brunner’s Glands and on the 
North American opossum and its use as a model for biomedical research. 
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Bill received numerous teaching awards from the University of  Missouri, School of  Medicine, the 
most notable of  which were: Golden Apple Award (2002, 2004), Jane Hickman Teacher of  Year 
Award, 2002; Excellence in Teaching with Technology, 2004; Margaret Sullivan Teaching Award 
for Excellence in Medical Education, 2006; and the Most Outstanding Pre-Clinical Instructor in 
the School of  Medicine for 2007. His educational philosophy was to promote education without 
boundaries, i.e., anyone anywhere should have access to the thoughts and ideas of  any professor 
and that these concepts should not be limited to a selected few under a professor/class or at a 
specific University. Likewise, he championed the concept that the costs for educational materials 
should be kept at a bare minimum or be provided at no cost to the student if  possible. As a result, 
he placed many of  his educational materials on the Internet as e-books so they could be affordable 
to anyone interested and several are available as a free downloads or by video streaming. With the 
advent of  computer technology and the development of  the Internet, his wife, Winifred, was 
instrumental in helping him reach this goal and used her computer expertise to post many of  the 
educational materials on the Internet including 36 DVDs for students use free of  cost. Bill was the 
first to develop a set of  DVDs that reveal the cells and tissues of  the human body as seen under a 
microscope. This was accomplished by placing a small video camera in the eyepiece of  a 
microscope and recording the images in real time as he narrated and described what was being 
viewed. An electronic pointer within the system allowed him to point out and describe specific 
cells and regions of  tissue. The video/audio program was recorded in iMovie on a Macintosh 
computer prior to being transformed into a DVD. During this period Bill and Winifred co-
authored a small book for the general reader in 2004 entitled The Opossum: Its Amazing Story 
published by the Walsworth Publishing, Marceline, Missouri. This work was now available gratis on 
line through Google as were the DVDs they developed for the School of  Veterinary Medicine, 
entitled: “The Opossum (2004) and White-tailed deer (2005).” These also are housed within 
libraries of  Veterinary Schools throughout the world. 
Bill enjoyed hunting, fishing, running, and photography. Winifred enjoyed quilting and created 
quilts for all her grandchildren, as well as for several relatives and friends. She belonged to the 
Booneslick Quilters Guild and was the past president of  this organization. She also was a member 
of  Fortnightly; a faculty wives organization at the University of  Missouri. Winifred created and 
maintained the web sites for this organization. She enjoyed her Mac Computer, cooking, 
grandchildren, reading, and movies.
Bill and Winifred Krause lived in historic southwest Columbia in an old two-story brick house at 
107 Edgewood Avenue for 30 years prior to moving to 702 New Market Place, Columbia, 
Missouri. The last known address for William John and Winifred Alice (Clark) Krause was 
Columbia, Missouri.
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Hazel Ruby (Nelson) Krause, holding William John 
Krause II (Bill), and William John Krause (Johnny) in 
a 1944 photo taken in front of  their residence in 
Napa, California. Note the hats of  father and son. 
Bill was two years of  age when this picture was taken.

William John Krause II (Bill) driving a peddle car that his father 
William John Krause (Johnny) made for his on his fourth 
birthday. Photo taken in 1946 in Napa, California .

William John Krause II (Bill) at age 10, from a school 
photo taken for the fourth grade at Fort Peck Elementary 
School in 1953 at Fort Peck, Montana.

William John Krause II (Bill) at age 18 following being 
promoted to eagle scout. Photo taken just prior to his 
graduation from Pickstown High School in 1960 at 
Pickstown, South Dakota. 239



William John Krause II (Bill) holding an adult male opossum he 
trapped for a research project during the early spring of  1978 
near Columbia, Missouri. Bill's research later that year was the 
subject of  a feature article published in Sunday edition of  the 
Columbia Missourian (date: Sunday,  July 16, 1978).

William John Krause II (Bill) holding a mixed string of  
fish (walleye, white bass, crappie) caught in the Missouri 
River near his parents home at 511 Missouri Drive, 
Pickstown, South Dakota, during the Summer of  1963. 

William John Krause II (Bill) with a fresh water drum caught 
in the Missouri River near Pickstown, South Dakota, during 
the summer of  1958. 

William John Krause II (Bill) taking a break to have 
lunch during an archeological dig near Pickstown, 
South Dakota during the summer of  1959.
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Winifred Alice Clark holding a 15 lb. northern pike 
she caught at the Fort Randall Dam near Pickstown, 
South Dakota. This was Winfred's first trip to South 
Dakota during the spring of  1966. 

Winifred Alice Clark's engagement picture submitted 
to Des Moines Register and Tribune. Photo was taken 
in Iowa City, Iowa in 1967.

Wedding photograph of  William John Krause II (Bill) and Winifred Alice (Clark) Krause taken at the 
Westminster United Presbyterian Church, Des Moines, Iowa, on June 10th, 1967.
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Family photograph taken during 1977 in Columbia, Missouri, illustrating from left to right Winifred Alice 
(Clark) Krause, Phillip Roland Krause, Amanda Elizabeth Krause, and William John Krause II (Bill).

William John Krause II (Bill) and Winifred Alice (Clark) Krause in a photograph taken in Columbia, 
Missouri during the spring of  1983. 
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Family photograph illustrating from left to right Amanda Elizabeth Krause, Phillip Roland Krause, Winifred Alice 
(Clark) Krause and William John Krause II (back).  Photograph taken in Columbia, Missouri, during the Spring of  1986.

William John Krause II holding two Canada geese taken 
during the Fall of  2003.

A photograph taken in 2006 and used for the 
web-site of  William John Krause II.
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An award issued to William John Krause II (Bill) by School District 21 of  Valley County, 
Montana, May 27, 1953, for reading nine books. 

An award issued to William John Krause II (Bill) by School District 
21 of  Valley County, Montana, May 27, 1953, for Poetry. 

From: Lake Andes Wave, 
South Dakota, 1960.

From: Fort Peck, Montana 
paper, date unknown.

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
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Conformation photograph taken at the First Lutheran Church on May 13, 1956, in Lake Andes, South 
Dakota. William John Krause II is in back row, second student from the right. The pastor is Reverend Bacon.

William John Krause II initiated into full membership of  Tri 
Beta (Beta Beta Beta) on Friday April 6, 1962. Professor 
Herbert Arthur Krause was initiated into the Biology Society as 
an honorary member and delivered the primary address. Article 
published in the Mirror of  Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, on Thursday, April 12, 1962 (Vol. 43, No. 25). 
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A feature article published in Sunday edition of  the Columbia Missourian (date: Sunday,  July 16, 1978) on William John 
Krause II (Bill's) research using the opossum as a biomedical model. The results of  these studies have helped in 
understand and overcome difficulties associated with premature birth in humans.
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The continuation of  a feature article published in Sunday edition of  the Columbia Missourian (date: Sunday,  
July 16, 1978) on William John Krause II (Bill's) research using the opossum as a biomedical model. 
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Cutting the wedding cake at the reception following the 
marriage of  William John Krause II and Winifred Alice 
(Clark) Krause on June 10, 1967.

Taken from the awards bulletin of  October 
25 & 26, 2002, Physicians Alumni Weekend, 
Columbia, Missouri.

William John Krause II operated a transmission electron 
microscope. Taken from a Food for the 21st Century 
Bulletin published in 1991 by the University of  Missouri, 
Columbia, Missouri. 

Newspaper article announcing the publication of  
cookbook, Don't Forget to Add the Love, 
coauthored by Winifred Alice (Clark) Krause.
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An article about the business 
of  Winifred Alice (Clark) 
Krause published in the 
Columbia Senior Times in 
Columbia, Missouri.
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Press Announcement of  the 2004 awards for 
teaching with technology at the University of  
Missouri, Columbia, Missouri. The announcement 
was printed in local newspapers.
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A photograph taken on Memorial day of  2009 at 702 New 
Market Place, Columbia, Missouri, of  the grandchildren 
of  William John Krause II and Winifred Alice (Clark) 
Krause. Pictured in the back row left to right are: Zachary 
Reed Fletcher and Laura Elizabeth Fletcher. Pictured in 
the front from left to right are: Jake William Krause, 
Taylor Ann Krause,  and Morgan Elizabeth Krause.
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