
HAROLD ERWIN KRAUSE

(Written text and photographs provided by Marie Lavern (Norgren) Krause and Mary Marie 
(Krause) Folck). Harold Erwin Krause was born on February 4, 1921, in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 
although there is no official record of  his birth in Otter Tail County. However, his birth date was 
recorded in the official church record of  the Immanuel Lutheran Church of  Friberg Township. He 
was the youngest child of  Arthur Adolph and Bertha (Peters) Krause. Harold Krause went to 
District 66 elementary school in Ottertail County, Minnesota, and graduated from the Elementary 
School program in 1934. He also went to the German Immanuel Lutheran Church of  Friberg, where 
he was confirmed with the class of  1935. In his youth, Harold did some work in his father’s 
blacksmith shop. The blacksmith shop was well known and respected for the quality of  work and in 
particular the ability to repair damaged plows. Harold noted that his father would request that 
farmers bring a dime along with their plows. The silver dime was used in the forge to create a 
stronger and more resilient steel alloy which gave plow points a longer life in the rocky fields of  
Friberg Township.
Harold Erwin Krause was interested in music and in a fortuitous twist of  fate, obtained access to an 
accordion won by his older brother, Julius Otto Krause, in a poker game. By the time he was 14 years 
old, Harold was accomplished on the accordion and well known in the Friburg community as Pee 
Wee Krause. He played at many barn dances, wedding receptions and parties. By the time he was 16, 
he was traveling throughout the Midwest as a professional musician, playing with various bands 
including Myron Florin, who would eventually play with the Lawrence Welk Orchestra.
Harold first met his future wife, Marie Laverne Norgren, in the winter of  1941, when Harold had 
been hired to play at the going away party for a friend of  the Norgren family, who was headed off  to 
the Army. Harold was given a ride to the party by Marie’s brother, along with Marie and the friend. It 
was a crowded ride to the Maplewood Community Hall on a bitter cold night, with all of  them and 
Harold’s accordion along for the ride. Some years later, when Harold was home on furlough from 
the Army, Marie discovered he was the same young man who had played at the party.
Harold Krause was drafted into the US Army in 1942 and did his basic training at Fort Benning in 
Georgia. Harold considered himself  very lucky, since his music skills resulted in his recruitment into 
the Army Band. He continued to play music in the Army Band in the United States during his 
military service, while the rest of  his basic training unit was sent to Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, 
the scene of  some of  the most brutal and deadly land battles in the South Pacific during World War 
II. Harold received an honorable discharge from the US Army in 1946 with the rank of  T-4 with the 
sixty-seventh Army Ground Forces Band . With the war over, he returned to the music business, first 
playing one night stands, later extended engagements in various cities, including the Berkeley Hotel 
in San Francisco. While in San Francisco, he took flying lessons at Moffit Field and greatly enjoyed 
flying.
In 1947, Harold returned to Fargo, playing engagements at local night clubs. While in Fargo, North 
Dakota, he played with the staff  band at WDAY for their radio music show. In 1948, Harold moved 
to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, teaching music and playing on radio shows on KELO and KATE. 
Later in 1948, he returned to Stevenson’s Music Company in Austin, Minnesota, where he had taught 
classical accordion to both beginner and advanced students before the war. Harold renewed his 
relation ship with Marie Norgren during this time, and when he realized that Marie was the love of  
his life, convinced her to come back to Minnesota in 1949.  Harold Erwin Krause married Marie 
Lavern Norgren on May 23, 1950, at the Vogstold Swedish Church in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
Marie Lavern Norgren was born in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, on February 25, 1928. She was the 
youngest child of  Charlie and Mary Norgren. Marie Norgren went to District 17 elementary school 
in Ottertail County and graduated from the Elementary School program in 1941. In her youth, Marie 
helped with the farm chores and was particularly lucky to survive being run over by a horse drawn 
hay rake without more than a scratch. Marie also worked in Fergus Falls at a café as a young teenager.
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In a bold move, Marie relocated to Santa Ana, California, when she was 17 years old and took a 
job with Southern Bell as a telephone operator. When she was 19, Marie moved to Fargo, North 
Dakota, to work as a night chief  relief  operator for Northwestern Bell. During this time, Marie 
and Harold developed their relationship, but when given the opportunity, Harold indicated that 
he was not prepared to commit to Marie. Marie promptly moved back to California at age 20, this 
time to Sacramento, California, to work for Pacific Bell, and was promoted to operator training. 
In addition, Marie enrolled in Airline Stewardess training school, which certainly was unusual for 
a 20 year old young woman from Fergus Falls. Harold quickly realized his mistake and began to 
court Marie via long distance and convinced her to come visit him in Minnesota, which she did in 
both 1949, and again in March of  1950. The relationship blossomed once again and they were 
married on May 23, 1950.
Harold and Marie built their first home together in Moorhead, Minnesota, in 1951. Both Harold 
and Marie worked on the house, along with contractors they had hired. In March 1956, the family 
moved to North Sacramento in California, including a stop in the newly opened Disneyland. 
While Harold continued to his career as a musician with weekend and Octoberfest engagements, 
he pursued a day job to support his growing family. He took a job as a civilian electronic 
technician working at McClellan Air Force Base in Sacramento, California. The Krause family 
moved to 3641 Lankershim Way in North Highlands in 1960, and this was the home that their 
children grew up in and attended local schools. Harold later became a materials standard 
technician, calibrating precision instruments that were used to diagnose air force fighter jet and 
transport engines.
Harold Erwin and Marie Lavern (Norgren) Krause had three children. Their first daughter Mary 
Marie Krause was born April 30, 1951, and their second daughter Virginia Ann Krause was 
born January 24, 1954. Their son, Gregory Harold Krause was born in Sacramento, California, 
on October 31, 1956.
One of  the major family investments was the purchase of  forty acres in the Sierra foothills 
outside of  Nevada City, California, in 1963 and became known as the “Forty”. The entire family 
worked on planting 10,000 trees to reforest the property, mostly Ponderosa, Douglas fir and 
Jeffrey pines in the early 1970’s.  Harold and Marie Krause originally built a cabin on the property 
and then constructed a home which they moved into in 1985. Harold worked at McClellan Air 
Force Base in Sacramento, California, until 1976. Harold became ill while visiting his brother, 
Herbert Krause, who was hospitalized and very ill in Sioux Falls, South Dakota in September 
1976. In an emergency surgery, Harold received a heart pacemaker at Mckinnon Hospital in Sioux 
Falls, which forced him to retire from the electronics and materials lab at McClellan. Harold 
continued to play music throughout his life, including Octoberfests and New Years Eve parties.  
He also became a certified tax specialist and did tax returns.  Later, he was certified as a real estate 
broker and worked in real estate. When not working, Harold loved to fish, including late night 
trolling for northerns and walleyes in Minnesota, and hiking the Sierra streams in search of  wild 
trout in California.  He enjoyed electronics, and built tuners, amplifiers, and other projects for the 
family. He also enjoyed photography, and built a darkroom into their home at the Forty. Harold 
loved to play cribbage and was a master who usually beat all comers, but was always encouraging 
and kept us coming back for more lessons. Harold and Marie traveled after retirement, including 
visiting Mexico, particularly enjoying the Yucatan Peninsula. They also took a train ride across the 
entire United States. In 1998, Harold suffered a stroke from which he worked hard to recover 
speech and body movement. He made great progress and enjoyed his final years at the Forty with 
Marie providing constant love and care. Harold died of  cardiac failure on June 20, 2001, in the 
Kaiser Hospital in Roseville, California.
In addition to being a full time Mom to her children Mary, Virginia Ann and Greg, Marie had 
many interests. She completed adult education by taking night classes and obtained her high 
school diploma in 1962. 
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When time would allow, Marie continued to take classes at American River Community College in 
Sacramento, with a focus on the environment and natural history. One of  the most influential 
books for Marie was Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, one of  the early calls to action for 
environmental protection. Marie also obtained a home health care certification and provided in-
home care in the 1970s and early 1980s.
Marie did significant work on the cabin constructed at the Forty, including a beautiful river rock 
hearth and fireplace. Later, Marie did substantial work on the home they constructed at the Forty. 
After Harold and Marie moved to the Forty, she continued with college courses at Sierra College. 
She also became very involved in the California Native Plants society.
Marie continued to travel with her children and their families, including a 2004 trip to the Fiji 
Islands. In 2007, Marie traveled to Norway to visit the villages that her grandparents had emigrated 
from, as well as a brief  but interesting trip to Saint Petersburg, Russia. Marie continued to live at 
the Forty, while building up her gardens, practicing yoga and cultivating native plants at the Forty. 
The last known address for Marie Lavern (Norgren) Krause was Grass Valley, California.

The Conformation Class of  1935 from Friberg Immanuel Lutheran Church. Seated in front from left to right are: Ines 
Thom, Pastor Braunersreuther, and Laverne Duenow. Standing in back from left to right are: Walter Schulz, Harold Krause, 
and Ervin Drager. (Photograph courtesy of  William John Krause II).
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A photograph of  Harold Erwin Krause taken when he was 12 
years old in Minnesota.

Harold Erwin Krause and his accordion 
photographed in Minnesota. ( Photograph 
courtesy of  William John Krause II).

Harold Erwin Krause (last individual to the right) photographed with his traveling band known as SCOTTY'S 
RACKETEERS. They played for dances and other functions in Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota and 
Iowa. ( Photograph courtesy of  William John Krause II).
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A 1943 photograph of  Harold Erwin Krause in his military 
uniform. (Photograph courtesy of  William J. Krause II).

A photograph of  Marie Norgren taken when 
she was 16 years of  age.

Harold Erwin Krause as a young musician. Date of  
the photograph is thought to be about 1939. 
(Photograph courtesy of  Gregory Harold Krause).

Harold Erwin Krause playing the accordion in the 
backyard of  his parents home in rural Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota. ( Photograph courtesy of  William John 
Krause II).
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A wedding photograph of  Harold Erwin 
and Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause taken 
on May 23, 1950, in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

A wedding photograph taken on May 23, 1950, at the Vogstold Swedish Church 
in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Pictured from left to right are: Bertha (Peters) Krause 
(Harold's mother), Harold Erwin Krause, Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause, and 
Mary Norgren (Marie's mother).

A photograph of  Mary Marie (left) and Virginia Ann 
Krause taken in Moorhead, Minnesota, during 1954.

A photograph taken in Sacramento, California, during 1958 showing from 
left to right Gregory Harold, Mary Marie, and Virginia Ann Krause.
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The Harold Erwin Krause family in a photograph taken during 1970 in 
Sacramento, California. Pictured are Gregory Harold Krause (top left) 
Virginia Ann Krause (top right), and in front from left to right Harold Erwin 
Krause, Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause, and Mary Marie Krause.

Harold Erwin Krause photographed at his home 
on the "forty" in 1990 with his original accordion 
that his brother, Julius Otto Krause, won in a poker 
game in 1933.

A photograph taken of  Harold Erwin Krause (far right) playing his accordion with the Erv Boschee Band 
during an Oktoberfest in the late 1980s.
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A photograph of  Herald Erwin and Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary 
in 1975.

A photograph of  Herald Erwin and Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause with their eldest daughter Mary 
Marie (Krause) Folck waiting for a train to Boston from Colfax, California, in 2000.
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Harold E. and Marie (Norgren) Krause photographed on their "40" with their family in 1990. Back row left to right: 
Matthew J. Wendt, James G. Wendt, Virginia A. (Krause) Wendt, Marie (Norgren) Krause , Harold E. Krause, 
Christopher T. Folck, Christopher D. Folck, Elizabeth Clare (Pichel) Krause, Patrick H. Krause, and Mary M. (Krause) 
Folck. Front row left to right: Genevieve D. Krause, Jessica S. Folck, Randall G. Krause, and Gregory H. Krause.   

A photograph of  the Harold E. Krause family taken in 1992. Pictured in back row left to right: Harold E. Krause, 
Gregory H. Krause, Christopher T. Folck, Mary M. (Krause) Folck, James G. Wendt,  and Virginia A. (Krause) Wendt. 
Center two girls are: Genevieve  D. Krause and Jessica S. Folck. Front row left to right: Elizabeth Clare (Pichel) Krause, 
Patrick H. Krause,  Christopher D. Folck, Matthew J. Wendt, Randall G. Krause, and Marie Lavern (Norgren) Krause. 
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(Written text and photographs provided by Mary Marie (Krause) Folck). Mary Marie 
Krause was born April 30, 1951 in Moorhead, Minnesota, first born daughter of  Harold 
Erwin Krause and Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause. The family moved to Sacramento, 
California, just before Mary’s fifth birthday. She was in the bedroom when her 
Grandmother, Bertha (Peters) Krause, had her final stroke. Mary Krause graduated from 
Highlands High School Sacramento, California, in 1969 and received her Bachelors of  
Arts degree in Communication Arts from California State University, Sacramento, 
California, in 1976. After working in radio she moved to Sion, Switzerland, and worked 
as a waitress and studied art, eventually landing in San Francisco, California, with her yet 
to be husband, Christopher Thomas Folck in 1980. Christopher, a seventh generation 
Californian, was born on September 11, 1957, and graduated from Jesuit High School in 
Sacramento, California, in 1975. He received his Bachelors of  Science degree in 
Chemistry from University of  San Francisco, San Francisco, California, in 1981, though 
his work was mainly through the International Alliance of  Stage and Theatrical workers 
since his childhood. Mary Marie Krause married Christopher Thomas Folck on 
February 2, 1985. Christopher Thomas Folck was the son of  Thomas and Louise Knight 
(North) Folck, long time residents of  California.
Christopher Thomas Folck and Mary Marie (Krause) Folck had two children: Jessica 
Shianne Marie Folck was born on March 28, 1986, in San Francisco, California, and 
Christopher Dustin Charles Folck was born on February 16, 1989, in San Francisco, 
California.
Mary worked in the printing industry in San Francisco, California, until the birth of  her 
first child. After the second child was born she wrote and illustrated a historical column 
for “Our Town Truckee” weekly newspaper. In 1995 the family moved to Truckee, 
California, in the Sierra Nevada Mountains as Chris was an avid skier and had started his 
own international Audio Visual Production management company. Their home was in a 
snowy meadow at 11424 Lucerne Lane. The family traveled to Europe, South America 
and Asia, providing technical production management to corporate events. They 
maintained a pied-a-terre residence in their beloved San Francisco, California, at their 
original address of  812 Thirty Second Avenue.
The latter part of  Mary’s life was deeply involved with health care. She joined the 
International Alliance of  Healthcare Practitioners in 2006 and was a member of  the 
Nevada County Mental Health Board and a director for the county’s chapter of  National 
Alliance for Mental Illness, advocating for young people without support. She continued 
her parents’ value of  giving a voice to the disenfranchised. The last known address for 
Christopher Thomas and Mary Marie (Krause) Folck was Truckee, California.

MARY MARIE (KRAUSE) FOLCK
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A 1958 photograph of  Mary Marie Krause taken in 
Sacramento, California, when she was 7 years of  age.

Graduation photograph of  Mary Marie Krause 
taken in 1969. Mary graduated from Highlands 
High School in Sacramento, California.

A wedding photograph of  Christopher Thomas Folck and 
Mary Marie (Krause) Folck taken  at the Swedenborgian 
Church in San Francisco, California, on February 2, 1985. 

Christopher Thomas Folck at age 19 preparing for 
a passport photograph.
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A 1986 photograph taken in Petaluma, 
California, of  Christopher Thomas and Mary 
Marie (Krause) Folck with their daughter,  
Jessica Shianne Marie Folck, an eighth 
generation Californian.

The bride, Mary Marie (Krause) Folck, and groom, Christopher Thomas 
Folck, photographed with their parents at the Swedenborgian Church in 
San Francisco, California, on February 2, 1985. Pictured to the left are the 
brides parents, Harold Erwin Krause and Marie Laverne (Norgren) Krause. 
Pictured to the right are the grooms parents, Thomas and Louise Knight 
(North) Folck.

A wedding photograph of  Christopher Thomas 
Folck and Mary Marie (Krause) Folck taken on 
February 2, 1985. The bride and groom are dressed 
in the cloths of  their maternal grandparents. 
(Photograph courtesy of  William J. Krause II).

A 1993 photograph of  Jessica M. Folck 7 years old (left), her brother, 
Christopher C. Folck 4 years old (center), and cousin Matthew J. Wendt 
4 years old, cleaning sweet corn at the Krauses' "forty".
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A Krause family photograph. Back row left to right: Christopher C. Folck, Gregory H. Krause, Jessica S. Folck, Genevieve 
D. Krause, Matthew J. Wendt, Randall G. Krause, Patrick H. Krause. Front row left to right are: Elizabeth Clare (Pichel) 
Krause, Marie (Norgren) Krause, Christopher T. Folck, and Mary M. (Krause) Folck. Photo taken at the "40" in 2007. 

A 2007 photograph of  the Folck Family taken at the "40" 
that shows C. Dustin Folck (back left), Jessica M. Folck 
(back right), and their parents Christopher T. and Mary 
Marie (Krause) Folck in front.

A photograph of  the cousins taken at the Folck house in 
2002. Shown are: Matthew J. Wendt (back), center row left to 
right, Patrick H. Krause, Randall G. Krause, C. Dustin Folck, 
Genevieve D. Krause, and Jessica M. Folck at the front.
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(Written text and photographs provided by Mary Marie (Krause) Folck).  Jessica Shianne 
Marie Folck was born on March 28, 1986, in San Francisco, California, and was the 
daughter of  Christopher Thomas and Mary Marie (Krause) Folck. Jessica shared her 
birthday with her maternal great grandmother Bertha (Peters) Krause. She graduated from 
Truckee High School, Truckee, California, in 2004, where she participated in a variety of  
sports and was the yearbook editor. As a student at University of  California, Santa Barbara, 
California, she spent semesters in Scotland and Argentina. Jessica Folck graduated in 2008 
with a Bachelors of  Arts degree in International Relations/Political Science from the 
University of  California, Santa Barbara, and attended graduate school at this University. 
She loved to snowboard and ski and enjoyed working with food and on special shows with 
her father. The last known address for Jessica Shianne Marie Folck was Truckee, California.

JESSICA SHIANNE MARIE FOLCK

 Jessica Shianne Marie Folck photographed in 2007 at Machu Pichu, Peru, when she was 21 years of  age.
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(Written text and photographs provided by Mary Marie (Krause) Folck). Christopher 
Dustin Charles Folck was born on February 16, 1989, in San Francisco, California 
and was the son of  Christopher Thomas and Mary Marie (Krause) Folck. Christopher 
graduated from Truckee High School, Truckee, California, in 2007. He began working 
with his father at age 13 in Tokyo, Japan, and planed to stay in the audio visual 
industry. He was a student in the College of  Engineering at University of  Nevada, 
Reno. He loved playing the drums and snowboarding and was a Professional 
International Snowboard Instructor. The last known address for Christopher Dustin 
Charles Folck was Truckee, California.

CHRISTOPHER DUSTIN CHARLES FOLCK

Christopher Dustin Charles Folck photographed at 
Colfax, California, in 1995 when he was 6 years of  age.

A photograph of  Christopher Dustin Charles Folck 
taken in 2007 at Truckee, California, when he was 
18 years of  age. Occasion: Graduation Prom.
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(Written text and photographs provided by Mary Marie (Krause) Folck). Virginia Ann 
Krause (Ginni) was born on a freezing and stressful winter night, on January 24, 1954, in 
Moorhead, Minnesota. Virginia was second child of  Harold Erwin and Marie Laverne 
(Norgren) Krause. Her father froze his ears during the night of  her birth.
Virginia graduated from Highlands High School in 1972 and received her teaching credential 
from California State University, Sacramento, California, in 1982.
Virginia Ann Krause married James Gordon Wendt on June 21, 1985, in Grass Valley, 
California. She loved to dance and sing and make things beautiful and beautiful things. She 
possessed a rare sensitivity enabling her to perceive what was generally unrecognized, 
continuing her parents’ concern for the disempowered and voiceless. James Gordon and 
Virginia Ann (Krause) Wendt had a son Matthew James Wendt born on June 2, 1989, in 
Sacramento, California.
Virginia provided her nieces and nephews, along with her own son, to a wide exposure to 
yummy baked goods, arts, crafts and games. Her garden reflected botanical intelligence and a 
skill set for exotic maintenance. Along with this remarkable sensitivity, her brain mechanics 
also created perceptual sabotage. Virginia died at age 47, suddenly while at home in Auburn, 
California, of  a bilateral pulmonary embolism, brought on by severe hypertension and an 
eating disorder. Her illness was not honored within the cultural and medical community’s 
limitations in regards to brain function. Her son Matthew, the light of  her eye, was a beautiful 
reminder of  his mother’s life.

VIRGINIA ANN (KRAUSE) WENDT
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A photograph of  Virginia Ann Krause (Ginni) taken 
during her first Christmas in Moorhead, Minnesota.

Graduation photograph of  Virginia Ann Krause 
from Highlands High School, Sacramento, 
California, in 1972. Virginia (Ginni) was 18 years 
of  age when this photograph was taken.

Harold Erwin Krause and his daughter Virginia Ann 
(Krause) Wendt at her wedding to James Gordon 
Wendt on June 21, 1985, in Grass Valley, California.

Matthew James Wendt with his first musical 
instrument during his first Christmas at the home of  
his parents James Gordon and Virginia Ann (Krause) 
Wendt in Auburn, California.
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A photograph of  Virginia Ann (Krause) Wendt taken in Nevada City, California, during 2001, with 
her son, Matthew James Wendt, and father, Harold Erwin Krause.

Virginia Ann (Krause) Wendt (right) and her son Matthew James Wendt (in red cap) photographed with 
her brother, Gregory Harold Krause, (bottom center) and his family. Pictured in back are: Randall 
Gregory Krause (left of  Matthew) and Patrick Harold Krause (right of  Matthew). In front row from 
left to right are: Genevieve Daphne Krause, Gregory Harold Krause and Elizabeth Clare (Pichel) 
Krause. Date of  photograph: spring of  2001 in Nevada City, California.
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(Written text and photographs provided by Mary Marie (Krause) Folck). Matthew James 
Wendt was born on June 2, 1989, in Sacramento, California, and was the son of  James 
Gordon and Virginia Ann (Krause) Wendt. Matthew graduated from Roseville Independent 
High School in 2007, virtually living on his own since age sixteen. He spent a year in 
Portland, Oregon, and moved back to Sacramento, California, where he started a recording 
studio. He was born with a love of  music and raised with lots of  musical instruments. The 
last known address for Matthew James Wendt was Sacramento, California.

MATTHEW JAMES WENDT

Matthew James Wendt photographed at 3 years of  age. Matthew James Wendt photographed at 18 
years of  age.
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